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Remarks upon Remarks, etc. in the first page op 
the seventh volume of the historical collec- 
TIONS. 

T> blame a work confefiedly unfinifhed, becaufc it did 
not produce its authorities, is certsunly wrong, un- 
lets the author's intentions are declared. So far was it 
from the intention of the writer to conceal them, that he 
had adually prepared a lift of them, and even a review of 
them, that the world might judge of the value he put up- 
on them. As to the danger of rendering the Inftitution 
accountable for any errors, there was no reader fo ignorant 
as to imagine, that when he law one man's name at the 
head of a paper, the accountablencfs belonged to another. 
The truth is, the work was handed in feparate Iheets, and 
the notes could not be attached to them. To be told that 
perfonalities are fuppreffed in a matter of mere hiftory, is 
to publifh that the whole is the work of an enemy ; and 
after fuch a declaration, we cannot expect a very happy 
attempt at truth or candour. The authorities are fadly al- 
ibdated, as living near the times. Inftead of the court re- 
cords, and the records of Salem, and the works printed in 
the Controverfy, we are referred to Morton, who lived in 
another colcSny, and Cotton Mather, whofe grandfithcr 
had not then reached America, and wbofe fither vras not 
born. We then come down, in the fame family, to 
Hutchinfon^ in our own times, and find at laft, Hubbard, 
B tiSoi] of 
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of the next generation to that we are to examine. Thefe 
names are thrown together to anfwcr the lame purpofe as 
perfonalitics. 

The fubjeft of the Remark^ is the charafter of Mr. Roger 
Williams, which we are tD vindicate from the afperfions 
of his adverfarics. ^ The charafter was penned with great 
deliberation, and without any prepoffeffion, and admits of 
an ample yindiication. To underftand the controverfy, w:e 
muft examine the times in which he lived. The fettle- 
ments had juft begun, the government had juft affumed 
its form, the laws had not been enaded, and the feat of 
government had not been fixed. It was the unhappinefs 
. of Mr. Williams to decide, that the government did not 
depend on the patent, nor the church upon the govern- 
ment. Thefe were the great errors into which he fell ; 
but thefe were points which Penn better defined, or rather 
admitted, free from any local controverfy, and by which 
he gained immortality. To convince us of the import- 
ance of thefe queftions, we ihould remember, that at the 
fame time Georges projeded a plan of a general govern- 
ment, and that, on the next year after the controverfy 
ended, Winthrop wis ordered to return his patent ; and 
we ouffht alfb to remember, that Winthrop and the fct- 
tlers did not form their government from the patent. 

In Ihort, in confequence of thefe opinions, Mr. Williams 
was obliged to leave his charge and retire to Plymouth, 
but foon was induced to return to Salem, with new friends 
who had joined him. Morton, who lived in the Old Col- 
ony, fays heilaid three years ; Mather, about twrs, and 
truth, not one year. Upon his return, he at fixftcontent- 
ed himfelf with preaching, and accepted no'ofice ; but at 
laft he was prevailed upon to become the Teacher of the 
Church of Salem. This fo incenfed the men, who had 
occafioned the former feparation, that defperate meafures 
were adopted to feparate him from his charge. , Every ex- 
pedient was ufed for this purpofe ; books and f^pers were 
put into the hands of the church j preaiAers were fent 
into his char^ ; injurious reports wifirie fpread j and, as 
Governor Winthrop honeftly confefles, that the claims of 
land were refufed to the people becaufe they choie him ; 
and even thdr deputies were refu&d by the government. 

WHliams 
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Williams fays, that his life was in danger, by his exceffive 
labours ; preaching thrice a week, by labours night and 
day in the field, and by travels night and day to go and 
return from court. 

But could a man who fliid, as Governor Winthrop af- 
fures us, that he wrote only for private friends on the pa^ 
tent, and would burn the writings with ba^ own hands to 
quiet the public fears, be charged with obftiaacy ? Did 
not his friends fend Delegates to the government I Could 
clofe communion be oppofed to it ? Did not the govern- 
ment admit that it might be lawfully granted ? Did he 
not obey every fummons ? Did he not appear ready to 
defend his caufe at every opportunity ? If he wrote a let- 
ter to all the churches, did not the government give the 
example, and was it any thing unufual at this time?— 
There was a meeting of this kind by letter from the gov- 
ernment in the fame year. 

As to the fneer at his piety, his piety was fo well known 
that Mr. Cotton reproaches Williams ** that he held him- 
felf acknowledged, godly and heloved.^^ Such a fneer muft 
have been indulged from fome public opinion. The peo- 
ple of Salem were pious, if any were fo, and after all the 
reports, Cotton gives it as his opinion in their favour, that 
they never did feparate from the churches ; it muft then 
have been only a threatening. This church had this high 
opinion. And that the magiftrates had an opinion of their 
fincerity, the officer may atteft, " who denies that he 
thought Mr. Williams fick, and that the warrant did not 
oblige him to go that night, but that he had learnt the con^ 
courfe to him increaftng^ provoked the magiftrates.'* So he 
was hurried into baniftiment. 

As to his having never been forfaken. If the fubmiftion 
of the church to the afl: of difmifEon, be a proof, then hi$ 
jfirft feparation is a proof. Yet they loved him well enough 
to recal him when they dared, and with all that caution 
which expreffes intereft and affeftion. It may be aiBrmed 
that better proofs cannot exift of the permanent effeft of 
opinion and charafter, than are to be found in Salem for 
a century. They ufed the grwtcft caution about the au- 
thority of the fynods, and dared even to queftion the right 

of prior choice in the church, of the minifter ; and as 

iboa 
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foon as they heard of Penn's purchafe, they purchafed 
their lands of fuch Indians as they could find, though fifty 
years afterwards, ftill remembering the doftrine of the 
patent. We repeat then all our aflertions. As to the re^ 
fufal of the freeman's oath, it was a confequent affair.*-^ 
He was one of the freemen before May, 1 63 1 ; and his 
name is on the lift of one hundred and eight, at that time. 
As to his^ reparation, it is eafily explained by Governor 
Winthrop ; for he fays, after the fubmiffion of Salem, mq/l 
ef them held Williams's opinion, though only a few appli^ 
ed for liberty of clofe communion* And what is this but 
a confeffion, that the fubmiffion was political, and there- 
fore fuch as his true friends would never aik of him ? 

The candid man will find that Williams was the fore-» 
runner of Penn in this weftern world. He had as hard a 
fate. But like Penn, after all he fuflFered, he is immortal. 
He was a father of a free colony, and even in this genera-* 
tion his name is bleffed. 

P. S. As the mqrit of Mr. Williams has been queftion* 
cd, it may be agreeable to hear him fpeaking for himfelf, 
** I did not affent to the church, becaufe undue influence 
was ufed to intimidate them, contrary to their firft affent 
or inclination ; and the voice of the church and admoni- 
tion was not to defert my miniftry. Some gentlemen, 
who confented to the fentence againft me, folemnly tefti- 
£ed with tears, that they did it by the advice and counfel 
of Mn Cotton, who fays, " if he did counfel one or two^ it 
would not argue the ad of the magiftrate !** This good 
man, after his banifliment, fent notice next year of the 
dangers from the natives, and faved the colony, which en^ 
joyed, from this feafonable interpofition, a quiet of forty 
years. Where fliall we find more true virtue, more gen- 
fsrous forgivenefs, or a greater public benefaftor ? Had 
Governor Winthrop been at liberty to concur with Endicot, 
and not have been deterred by the competition of Bofton 
and Salfcxn , Williams would have lived and died ift Salem.* 

* For the fui^ure, no remarks of a polcmick nature "will be publilhed 
in this work. Thefb volumes are not calculated even for hlftorical con- 
troverfy. 

The book» or any part of it, is fubjeflive to a revUip ; and there are 
ihanj publications more proper for the critick to difplay his acumen, and 
to diftribute either praife or cenfure. As the Remarks upon the Hiftory 
cf S^em were admitted^ it is but juft to give place to the author's reply. 
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The historical Account of John Eliot, the first 
Minister of the Church in Roxbury. Collect- 
ed FROM manuscripts, ANB BOOKS PUBLISHED THE 
LAST CENTURY. By ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 

Historical Society, 

THE firft fettlers of New-England were a piowis and 
hardy race. The minifters of religion were eqiwily 
refpeftable for their learning, for their aftivity, and thdr 
zeal. Among them, John Eliot, commonly called the 
Apoftle to the Indians, exhibited more lively traits of an 
extraordinary charafter than we find in moft ages of the 
church, or m moft chriftian countries. He, who could 
prefer the American wUdernefs to the pleafant fields of 
Europe, was ready to wander through this \^'ildernefs for 
the fake of doing good. To be aftive was the delight of 
his foul J and he went to the hovels which could not keep 
out the wind and rain, where he laboured inceflantly 
among the aboriginals of America, though his popular tal- 
ents gave him a diftindion amon^ the firft divines of Maf- 
fachufetts, at a time that the magiftrates and all the people 
held the clergy in peculiar honour. 

We know but little of his connexions before he left his 
liative country. He was born in England, A, D. 1604, 
There is nothing related of his parents, except that they 
gave him a liberal education, and were exemplary for 
their piety ; — -for this their memory is precious. 

*^ I do fee,'^ fays this excellent man, " that it was a 
great favour of God to me that my firft years were fea* 
foned with the fear of God, the word and prayer." Is 
there not fufficient encouragement to educate ingenuous 
youth, and imprefs the tender heart with lefTons of wit 
dom, to think they will fixed tears of grateful feniibility 
on our fepulchres ? 

When Mr. Eliot left the univerfity of Cambridge, he 
himfelf became a teacher ; and while he fed children and 
youth into the paths of virtue, acquired alfo an acquaint- 
jance with the human heart. At this time he had an op* 
portunity of hearing the veacrable it^ooker, and never loft 
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the ferious impreffions which he received under his preach- 
ing ; to him he was always attached, as well as to his 
mode of adminiftering the order of the churches. 

In the year 1 63 1 , Mr. Eliot arrived at Bofton ; and the 
fucceeding year, November 5, 1632, was fettled as Teacher 
of the Church in Roxbury. Governor Winthrop fays, 
" Mr. John Eliot, a member of Bofton congregation, whom 
the company intended prefently to call to the office of 
teacher, was called to be a teacher to the company at Rox- 
bury ; and though Bofton laboured all they could, both 
with the congregation at Roxbury and with Mr. Eliot 
himfelf, alledging their want of him, and the covenant be- 
tween them, yet he could not be diverted from accepting 
the call at Roxbury ; fo he was difmiffed." 

When Mr. Eliot came to Bofton, the preceding year, 
there was no minifter at the Firft Church. Mr. Wilfon 
had gone to England, and the religious fervice was carried 
on by Governor Winthrop, Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Nowel, 
the ruling elder. Mr. Hubbard fays thefe men accepted 
the charge, " knowing well that the princes of Judah, in 
king Hezekiah's reign, were appointed to teach the people 
out of the law of God." 

Mr. Wilfon left Bofton the latter end of March, 1631. 
Mr. Eliot arrived November following, with the Govern- 
or's lady and fixty other perfons, in the £hip Lyon. He 
immediately joined the Firft Church, and preached with 
them till he fettled at Roxbury. Had he accepted the call 
from the Firft Church, it might have been happy for the 
people ; but moft probably the great work which he after- 
wards undertook, would not have been devifed, and for 
this he was very peculiarly qualified. But had the con- 
nexion taken place, thofe animofities might have been pre- 
vented, which afterwards divided the church, baniflied 
the chriftian fpirit from their councils, and difturbed the 
whole community. Mr. Cotton, who was called to be 
their teacher, was a learned and excellent man, but opin- 
ionated ; countenanced Wheelwright, Mrs. Hutchinfon, 
and others, wlio were fpreading antinoroian errors through 
. all the churches. The paftor, Mr. Wilfon, Governor Win- 
throp, and Mr. Dudley, fupported and defended the prin- 
ciple smd pradices of the churches before this fanatical 

woman^ 
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woman, Mrs. Hutchinfon, came into the country. With 
them were the minifters and people of the other congre- 
gations J but Vane was governor, a hot-brained enthuuaft, 
and under his wing Mr. Cotton carried on the oppofition 
againft the paftor ; the church was divided ; mutual cen- 
fures paffed between the brethren, and t^/ery thing, efpe- 
cially their ecdefiaftical aflfairs, wore a moft gbomy afpeft. 
Amidft this melancholy kind of embarraffmem, the pru- 
dence and good fenfe of Governor Winthrop wett con- 
ipicuous. Such abilities and fo much candour as he pof- 
feffed were abfolutely neceffary for the times. 

The prior engagement of Mr. Eliot to fettle with the 
people at Roxbury, who came over with him in the fame 
fliip, and to whom he was warmly attached, was fufficient 
to fatisfjr his friends of the church in Bofton, and they 
gave him a regular difmiflion. He was accordingly united 
with the church at Roxbury as their teacher, and Mr. 
Welde was called the next year to be their paftor. They 
lived in much harmony ; and under their miniftry the 
town grew and flouriflied ; — it ftill retains a rank of dif- 
tinftion among the beft places in the environs of the me- 
tropolis. 

In the year 1641, Mr. Welde was fent to England as 
agent for the Province, where he continued till the reign 
of Charles II. He then loft his living (at Gatefend in the 
bifhoprick of Durham) with the other ejedted minifters ; 
but he did not return again to New-England. Mr. Welde 
and Mr. Eliot happily coalefced in fentiment, were both 
firm in the congregational intereft, and equally firm in op- 
pofing the errors of antinomianifm. There is a book now 
extant — Welders Short Story of the rife^ reign, and ruin of the 
antinomiansy familijis, and libertines^ that infeded the churches* 
It is a fcarce and curious book ; but while it points out 
the extravagances of their opinions and conduft, it fhows 
that in the bitternefs of difpute, a pious author may not 
know what fpirit he is of. 

The trial of Mrs. Hutclunfon is a precious document 

for thofe who would know the manners, cuftoms, and 

principles of our fathers. And we may here learn fome- 

thing of the charader of Mr. Eliot. He, with feveral 

Other miaifters, had viiited her> converfed freely upon re^ 

li^ous 
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Kgious fubjefts, and expoftulated with her concerning 
things which Were become matters of notoriety ; efpeciafly 
her manner of cenfuring the minifters of the Plantation : 
all of whom Ihe condemned, except Mr. Cotton, or Wheel- 
wright. The fpiritual ton^ of her mind was difcovered 
in this converfation ; ^ nor could the apparatus of the judi- 
cial court, and the voice of the magiftrates, when flie was 
before their tribunal, and who fet themfelves in array 
againft her principles, fhake her mind. She was not to 
be fdftened by perfuafion,^ nor moved by terror. The 
Roxbury divines were fwift witneffes againft her. Nor 
was their zeal tempered with much condefcenfion or kind- 
nefs. For prejudices are not always the efiufions of a weak 
mind. Great and worthy men manifeft fpmetimes that 
they are influenced by them. When Mr. Eliot and his 
colleague gave their teftimony, Ihe denied that they gave 
an accurate or true report. Being afked what flie did fay, 
flie would give no dired anfwer, till they were put upon 
oath. Her objeft was to convid them of falfehood, ;d- 
tfiough there were feveral other minifters befide the gen- 
tlemen we have mentioned, all of whom joined in the 
fame report. She relied, however, on Mr. Cotton's evi- 
dence, and the affiftance of the magiftrates who were her 
friends, and earneft in the caufe. Cunning as well as fa- 
natical, flie by her much quibbling puzzled the court ; 
and flie had weU digefted her means of defence* It was 
a fortunate circunniftance that Mr. Eliot had written down 
the converfation which he and the other niinijBieps had 
with this woman ; and bringing forward thefe memor- 
anda, he was able to fliow their confiftency, if not their 
candour. " We defire to know of her,'' iaid he, " and 
her witnefles, what they deny ; and then we will fpeak 
upon oath. I know nothing that we have fppken of, but 
what we may fwear to." 

- There is fome propriety in glancing at piiiblic al^rs dur- 
ing this period, efpecially what took place at the trial of 

, Mrs. Hutchinfon ; for we here learn Mr. Eliot's fentiments 
of impulfes — tbofe impreffions which influence the Jives of 
many profeflbrs of the gofpd beyond any .moral principles, 
and wMch are not confined to one feft or denomination 

» of chriftians. Mrs. Hutclunfon i^d> in the couEfe c^ her 

trials 
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trial, that flie knew God /pake to her^ jujl as Abraham knew 
that it was the command of Heaven to facrifice Ifaac. 

Thus we fee the propriety of connefting faith and rea- 
fon, or we cannot properly defcribe the chrijiian*s hope : for 
we often find people, who are not obliged to anfwer before 
a court, yet have much the fame idea of the witnefs of 
the fpirit, which in this age caufed fo mudi confufion. 
It is very difficult to difcriminate between their impreffions 
and particular revelations. When a paflage was quoted 
from one of Mr. Hooker's fermons, to juftify her manner 
of fpeaking, Mr. Eliot infifted upon it publicly that it was 
contrary to Mr. Hooker's mind and judgment. He alfo 
expreffed his opinion againft impidfes fo ftrongly, as to of- 
fend others, and even draw a moderate reproof from his 
old friend, Governor Winthrop. " I fay there is an ex- 
pe£i:ation of things promifed ; but to have a particular 
revelation of things, as they Ihall fall out, there is no fuch 
thing in the fcripture.'* The worthy magiftrate obferved 
upon this — " We muft not limit the word of God.** 
The femous Hugh Peters gave his oath with Mr. Welde 

• and Mr. Eliot, and related the converiation which was faid 
to be exadly as others had teflified upon their word — that 

' Mrs. Ann Hutchinfon declared Mr. Cotton preached a covenant 
of grace ^ and the other minijlers a covenant of works. Mr. 

: Eliot further added, " I do remember this alfo, that flie 

; faid we were not able and faithful minifters of the new 
covenant, becaufe we were like the apoftles before the af- 
cenfion.'* The refult of this trial is well known. The 
errors of that unhappy woman ought not to have caufed 
her banifliment, nor even her hard fpeeches to have pro- 
voked the angry return flie received. Whatever were her 
faults, her tragical end has excited the compaflion of many 
even of her moft pointed enemies, and made them forget 
all her excentricities. 

Before Mr. Eliot left England he had formed a connec- 
tion with a lady who foon after came over to America, 
and they were married in Bofton. With this amiable, vir- 
tuous and fenfible woman he paffed the journey of life. 
She was the tender companion of his youth, and Ihe lived 
to be the ftaff of his old age. 
In the year 1639, there wa^ an agrewiesf^ among the ^ 
C [1801] ' magiteateft 

I 
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magiftrates and minifters to fet afide the pfalms then prin- 
ted at the end of their bibles, and ling one more congenial 
to their ideas of religion. Mr. AVclde, Mr. Eliot, and Mr. 
Richard Mather, were felecced to make a metrical tranfla- 
tion. Every good Hebrewician is not a poet, and the tafte 
for poetry is not the fame with every generation. When 
we read the New-England Pfalms we are not to fuppofe our 
fathers were without tafte, or had no mufic in their fouls, 
becaule We are not ravifhed, as in reading the more tune- 
ful ftanzas of Watts, or the charming poetry of Addifon. 
At that time, the only verfions of the Pfalms were by 
Ainfworth, by the Scotch Prefbyterians, or the more fa- 
mous metrical tranflation by Sternhold and Hopkins.— 
When we fpeak of the New-England verfton^ let it be com- 
pared with thefc, and we fUall not be fo much furprifed 
that they pafled through twenty editions. The old church 
^of Plymouth did not receive them till the latter part of 
the century. They had a veneration for Ainfworth, whofe 
character in Holland they well remembered, and who was 
one of the greateft fcholars the Puritans had to boaft of. 
But all the other churches in New-England adopted the 
verfions which thefe divines made. They were continued 
in many churches within the memory of the prefent gen- 
eration ; and lince the American revolution, there have been 
fome people who reluftantly exchanged them for verfions 
more adapted to the improvements which have been made 
in mufical compofitions and poetic arrangements. 

We are told by our early writers, that the Pfalms in their 
prefent form were much altered for the better by Mr. 
Dunfter, Prefident of Harvard College, a very accompHfhed 
fcholar, who completed the tranflation and the metre. It 
feems that the minifl:ers who undertook the work did not 
give fatisfaftion to other divines, who might perhaps feel 
the flight, thinking that they ought to be among the 
poets. Mr. Shepherd, of Cambridge, thus addrefles them : 

* Ye Roxbury poets, keep clear of the crime 
Of miffing to give us very gqod rhyme ; 
And you of Dorchefter, your verfes lengthen,. 
But with the texts own words, you will them ftrengthen. 

It was refenting the thing in metre with a witnefs. 

This 

^ * Ma^nalu, Life gf Ouofto*. " ^ 
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This narration, concerning the New-England Pfalms, is 
not Introduced to gain any particular credit to the SubjeSl 
oj the Memoirs^ nor is it fuppofed that the reputation of 
moralifts and divines depends upon their tafte for poetry ; 
but only mentioned as an event in his life, and to fiiow 
how ready he was to every good work affigned him. 

We ftiail turn our attention from a part of his pious Ix- 
hours, where few of any age have given vivid colours to 
their literary excellence ; and contemplate the more im- 
portant icenes of his life, where he has a real diftindion 
and character among the Angels of the churches^ and a name 
to live not only on earth, but with thofe good and faithful 
fervants that have entered into the joy of their Lord. He 
has been frequently ft) led an Evangelift — the Apojlle of 
America^ which touched his modefty when he heard it, and 
which he defired might not be fixed upon him ; but it 
has been by European writers as well as the people of 
America. 

He certainly was the moft fuccefsful Miflionary that ever 
preached the Gofpel to the Indians. His prudence and 
zeal, his patience, refolution, activity and knowledge of 
mankind, were equally confpicuous. Many have done 
worthily in this benevolent work ; but'Hf we unite an apt 
method of applying the truths of Chriftianity to the minds 
of the heathen with the fuccefs of his labours, he far ex- 
celled them all. He likewife claims a very pecxiliar charac- 
ter, as being the firft Proteftant Minifter who difiufed the 
beams of evangelical truth among the wild nations of this 
benighted part of the globe. The tribes that roamed 
through the de&rts became dear to him, like his own peo- 
ple, and he often forfook the charms of civilized and culti- 
vated fociety, to reiide with men, who were not only unac- 
quainted with every thing called urbanity^ but who wanted 
comfortable means of fubfiftence ; with whom he would 
aflbciate days and weeks to inftruft them in divine things— ■ 
and alfo acquaint them how they could improve their con- 
dition upon the earth. He partook with them their hard 
fare, with locks wet with the dews of the nighty and expofed 
to attacks from the beafts of the forefts ; or to their Ipears 
and arrows who were fiercer than wolves, and more terrible 
in their howling. None of thefe things moved him^ but 

he 
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^^%ei «w mere cdlefted as he vas in die iace of dafleer ; 

, ' poJilu a bnve foldier, he fought the good fight of raith, 

tbeiaring every fu&ring mth /UteerfulndSj and every pun 

■ with reOgnation. 

■ ■ - 'When our Indian Apoflie began his miffion, there were 

about feventeen or tw^ij tribes withih the limits of the 

. Xnglifli planters. But thefc tribes were not large, and 

hardly to be.diftiiiguilhed } for their manners, language^ 

4nd religitm were the fame. The Majfachufelts language, 

in whiOT he tranflftted the bible and feveral pradicd trear 

' tiles ^'('ould fcrve the purpoie of a miiHonary. The firft 

iMng he did was to learn tlus language of thi pe^le, and 

^then he coi^d preach without the medium of an iftterpre- 

. ter, which h Im^v to caule mlfiakes^t— and fbmetimes in 

i^inaterial p(diit3. ' An old In^an, who could fpeak Englilh, 

,was talKit into his femily, and' by converfing freely with 

^m he. learnt to talk it, and foon was able toreduce it to 

Ibme method, and became at laA fo much mailer of it, as 

, to publiih a fframfnar^ which is printed in ibme editions of 

^iJie Indian b^les. 

: ' On the 38th<^ Oftofeer, 1646, he began to preach to 

.,i^e neu^bouring Indians. Hts firft dtfcourfe was from 

'.Ezekielxxxvii. 9. *' Then fcid he unto me, prophecy 

''i^uto the wind ; prophecy, fon of man, and fay unto the 

— iwindf II1US £dtH the Lord 'God, Come from the four 

' innds, breath, and breathe upon thefe flain, that they 

. . nuglit live. So I propheded as he had commanded me, 

. ana the truth camfe unto them, and they lived, and flood 

. ' '• opon thdr feet, an exceeding, great army.'' Their mode 

<» wqrlhip is thus defcribed :* After a ihort prayer, he 

- Tdiear&d and explained the ten commandments. He then 
defcribed the character of Chrift ; told them in what man- 
ner he appeared on earth, where he now is ; and that he 
Would n^in come to judgment, when the wicked {hould 
be punlmed, and the good rewarded. He fpake of the 
creation ^d fall of man ; then perfiiaded them to repent, 
to pray to God, and own Chrift' as their Saviour. After 
jermon, he defired the Indians to sflc fuch qudHons as oc- 
birred to thdr minds. Ope alked immediately, whether 

- ytffu Chrift ccruid underfiand prayers in the Indian lan^mp ? 
fiJid, whether Et^If/bmm toere/g ipurant ^J Jeftu Oirift at 
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themfehes ? Another queftion was. How all the wcrld he^ 
came full of people^ if they were all once drowv.cd ? Here wc 
fee the lan^age of nature. Other queftions difcovered 
more inquiry, and feme kind of fubtlety in the minds of 
men who are fuppofed to be intirdy ftupid. Whether ^ if 
the child be good^ and the parent naughty Go^ will be offended 
with the child ; becaufe God faith y in the fecond commandment^ 
that he vifits the iniquities of the fathers upon the children ? 
Again, How could there be the image of God^ fince it was for* 
bidden in the fame commandment ? 

Upon the nth of November, there was another meet- 
ing, and a larger number of Indians than firft appeared, 
Mr. Eliot began with the children, and alked them three 
queftions, and taught them how they fliould anfwer. — 
Q. Who made you and all the world ? A. God. Q. 2. 
Who do you expeA fhall feve you from fin and hell ? 
A. Jefus Chrift. Q. 3. How many commandments has 
God given y o^ i to keep ? A. Ten. Upon this occalion 
alfo, he informed them how much Jefus Chrift had done 
for finners, and that they could not efcape if they ncg- 
lefted this great falvation. His preaching appeared to 
touch the heart of thefe poor beings, the untutored ofi^ 
fpring of Adam ; and they made ferious inquiries, which 
manifefied a defire after knowledge. An old man, with 
tears in his eyes, alked. Whether it was not too late for him^ 
an old man fo near deaths to repent and feek after God ? An- 
other alked. How the Englifh came to differ fo much from the 
Indians in their knowledge of God and Jefus Chrifi^ fince they 
all at firft had but one father ? Another inquired. How it 
came to pafs that fea-water was falt^ and river frefh ? An- 
other, That if the water was bigger than the earthy how it 
comes to pafs that it does not overflow the earth ? When the 
preacher nad difcufted thefe points as well as he was able, 
they expreffed the fatisfaftion they received by faying, af- 
ter their manner, They did much thank God for his comings 
and for what they bad beard^ which was wonderful ne%vs to 
them. 

It mufi; Ihow a knowledge of human nature in this 
worthy Miflionary, to adapt his queftions to the Indians, 
fuch as we propofe to children in their tender age ;— and 

Uut thefe children of riper years jQioukl propofe quefHons, 

which 
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which philofophers of civilized nations have difputed 
about, is worthy of the attention of the curious. Their 
minds were put into an agreeable ftate of furprife, whilft 
their hard hearts were melted with the divine compaflions. 
There were publications at the time, with emphatical 
title-pages, which gave a particular account of Mr. Eliot's 
difcourfe^ and his talk with the Indians. One book was 
called. Day-breaking of the Gofpel in New-England \ anoth- 
er. Shepherd* s clear Sunjhine of the Gofpel upon the Indians. 
Thefe were read by Mr. Hubbard, Mr. NeaJ, and perhaps 
by the authors of the Univerfal Hiftory — or they may 
quote from the Magnalia, where fafts were ready to their 
hand, though the author is treated with fo little refpeft. 

Sometimes our laborious preacher met with oppofition 
from the aboriginals* We read, that going a third time 
to Nonantum, he was worried with the rowaws, whom 
he chofe to combat rather than to avoid. 

The fachems likewife did every thing in their power to 
obftruft the work ; for they thought that they fliould lofe 
their power and influence, if men had any other law to 
[overn them than the authority in their hands, and Mr, 
lliot has been met in the wildernefs by thofe men fo inim^ 
ical to religion and threatened with every evil if he made 
any more converfions. But he told them, " I am about 
the work of the great God, and he is with me, fo that I 
fear not all the fachems of the country, Fll go on, and do 

. you touch me if you dare.'* This was courage, fuch as 
brave men have. They confider the dangers that lie in 
their way, and that to overcome them, is not to be afraid. 
With a body capable of enduring fatigue, and a mind firm 
as the mountain oaks which furrounded the path he trod, 
he went from place to place, and gathered flieep for the fold 
of Chrifl, leading them from dry places into green paftures, 

*and to the pure ftreams which flow from the Fountain of 
life. ^' Having firfl; entered upon the teaching of thefe 
poor creatures,'' fays a writer of his life, " it is incredible 
how much time, toil, and hardfliip, he underwent in the 
profecution of his undertaking ; how many weary days 
and nights rolled over him j how many tirefome journeys 
he endured ; and how many terrible dangers he expe- 
rienced. If you would know what he felt^ and what 

carried 
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. carried him through all, take it in his own words, in a 
letter to the Honorable Mr. Winflow. " I have not been 
dry, night or day, from the third day of the week unto 
the fixth ; but fo travelled, and at night pull off my boots^ 
wring my ftockings, and on with them again, and fo con- 
tinue. But God fteps in and helps, I have confidered 
the word of God, i Tim. ii. 3, Endure hardlhip as a good 
foldier of Jefus Chrift/' Mather. 

It has been a queftion, whether the Indians muft be 
civilized before they can be converted. Some have fidd, 
that if they believe chriftianity, the civilization will follow, 
and all that miffionaries have to do is to tell them. Believe 
the gofpd. Others fay, that all attempts to convert them 
in their prefent flate are abfurd, and that the labour has 
proved fruitlefe. As foon as they leave their fires, and 
have confumed the provifions which pious perfons have 
gathered for the good of the body, while the foul is to be 
edified with divine inftru6tion, they lofe all imprefiions of 
ferioufnels, though they may retain fome favourable fen- 
timents towards the white people. One fi^on of hunting 
makes them complete Indians. 

It was Mr. Eliot's opinion, that the Indians Jhould be 
*^ taken off from their wild way of living,'* and brought 
into fome kind of civil fociety ; and there is an aft of 
the General Court to this purpofe, dated May 26, 1 647 : 

" Upon the information that the Indians dwelling among 
us are brought to fome kind of civility by the miniftry of 
the word, and are defirous to have a court of ordinary judi^ 
cature fet up among them ; it is therefore ordered by the 
authority of this Court, that one or more of the magis- 
trates fliall, once every quarter, keep a court where the 
Indians ordinarily affemble to hear the word of God, to 
hear and determine all caufes, both civil and criminal, not 
being capital, concerning the Indians only ; and that the 
Indian fachems fiiall have liberty to take orders in the na^ 
ture of fummons, or attachments, to bring any of their 
people to thefe courts ; and to keep a court of themfelve^ 
every month, if they fee occafion, to determine fmaB 
caufes of a civil nature, and <Cuch finaller criminal caufes as 
the magiftrates Ihall refer to them ; and the iaid fachemff 
(hall appoint officers to ferve warrants, and to execute the 

ordfict 
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orders and judgments of either, of the feid courts ; which 
officers fliall be allowed from time to time by the faid ma- 
giftrates in the quarter courts, or by the governor. And 
that all fines, impofed upon any of the Indians, in faid 
courts, fliall go and be bellowed towards building of fome 
ifneeting-houles for the education of their poorer children 
in learning, or other public ufe, by the advice of faid ma- 
giftrates, or of Mr, Eliot, or fome other elder, who fliall 
ordinarily inftruft them in true religion. And it is the 
defire of this Court, that thefe magiftrates, or Mr. Eliot, 
or fuch other elders, as fhall attend the keeping of faid 
courts, will carefully endeavour to make the Indians un- 
derftand our moft ufeful laws, and the principles of reafon, 
juftice and equity, whereon they are grounded ; and it is 
defired that fome care may be taken of the Indians on 
the Lord's-day/* 

There was a town laid out, impaled, or feparated by 
ftone walls. They were alfo provided with domeftic uten- 
fils and infl:ruments of agriculture, a decent appearance was 
introduced in their houfes, and fome confiderable order in 
their manner of living. Several were able to get a comfort- 
able fubfiftcnce by making baikets, brooms, ftaves, &c. while 
• others fold the wild berries and diflFerent kinds of roots, 
and enjoyed fome reward for a very little labour. There 
always was a difference in the tempers of Indians who went 
upon hunting parties, and thofe who refide near ponds and 
rivers^ and feU their fifli, and cultivate the ground ; if we 
may fo call the raifing corn or a few neceflaries. The firft 
never could be civilized. The latter, with all the affiftance 
and encouragement from the whites, never could or never 
would labour like other men. 

Mr. Neal tells us, that while thefe things were done at 
Noonatomen, the Indians about Concord exprefTed their 
defires of being civilized and receiving the chriftian faith ; 
—that Mr. Eliot went there and preached to them ;— that 
he addreffed the Government for a fpot of ground ; — ^that 
the fachems met at Concord, and agreed upon the follow*^ 
ing laws for their civil and religious government : 

That there fliall be no more powawing upon the penalty 
of twenty fliillings. 

That 
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That whofocver fliall be drunk, Ihall forfeit tvi'enty 
fhillings* 

That if any be conviOied of ftealing, he Ihall reftore 
four fold. 

That whofoever fliall prophane the lahbath, he fliall pay 
twenty fliillings. 

That whofoever fliall commit fornication, fliall pay 
twenty fliiUings, if a man, and ten ihillings, if a woman* 

Wilful murder, adultery, and beaftiality, to be punched 
with death. 

None to beat their wives upon the penalty of twenty 
fliiUings. 

They refolved to lay afide their howling, greafing their 
bodies, adorning their hair ; and follow the Englifli fuhions. 

They agreed to pray in their wigwams, and to fay grace 
before and after meat.— Thefe and other orders they 
agreed upon, and they were publiflied. 

Other churches were alfo planted by this pious miffionary 
in the wildernefs of Maflachufetts. He left the fruit of his 
labours in many places. Whilft fome of the fachems were 
difpofed to receive inftruftion,others difcovered a refentment 
at his conduft. They found that they loft their influence and 
their tribute, and therefore oppofed the converfion of their 
fubjefts. Mr. E. was the objecl of their hatred, and they 
would have killed him, but they had a terror of the Englilh. 
j people, and they had a kind of reverence for the charac- 
; ter of the man, which hindered them from carrying their 
I defigns into execution ; or which, mingling with fome of 
I their fuperftitious notions, kept in awe the enemies of the 
J Gofpel, whether they were Powaws or Princes. 

This worthy minlfter of our divine religion went upon 
his evangelical miflion every fortnight, though he fre- 
quently expofed himfelf to perils from the heathen, and 
while he knew that fome of the chiefs were plotting his 
dcftruAion. • 

It cannot appear ftrange to thofe who have become ac- 
quainted with human nature from obfervation, that the 
aborigines of this country fliould oppofe the progrefs of 
Chriftianity. Has it not been a complaint of pious men 
\ in other periods of the world j — ^and do we not learn the 
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fame thing from the late efforts which have been made in 
Europe to convert the inhabitants of Iflands in the South 
Sea ? We may borrow the expreflion of one whofe lips 
were wet with celeftial dews, who faid, " Have any nation 
changed their gods who were no gods ?'* 

The fentiment contained in the words fhow the amazing 
power of habit. It is difficult to civilize barbarians, but 
wonderful that they fliould become Chriftians. 

All men have a veneration for the religion of their an- 
ceftors, and the prejudices of education are infuperable. 
Apply this to the labours of Mr. Eliot, A judicious hifto- 
rian thus fpeaks of the oppolition he met with rf 

The Indian princes and priefts looked upon him as a 
man who defigned to overturn their civil and religious 
policy. The prince was jedous of his prerogative, and the 
prieft of his gain ; and lo both joined together to oppofe 
the progrefs of the new doftrines. The Monhegin Indians 
were fo jealous of the General Courtis influence, obliging 
them to pray to God, that Uncas, their chief fachem, went 
to Hartford unto the . General Court to protefl: againft it. 

Cutfhemoquin, another chief, came to the Indian lefture 
and openly protefted againft their building a town ; tell- 
ing the Englifh that all the fachems in the country were 
againft it. He was fo honeft as to tell Mr. Eliot the reafon 
of it ; for, faid he, the Indians that pray to God do not 
pay me tribute as they formerly did ; which was in part 
true : for before, the fachem was abfolute mafter of ther 
fubjedl J their lives and fortunes being at his difpofal. 
They now gave him no more than they thought rea-' 
fonable ; but to wipe off" the reproach that Cut&emoquin 
had laid upon them, thofe few praying Indians told Mr. 
Eliot what they had done for their fachem the two laft 
years, leaving him to judge whether their prince had any 
reafon to complain. At one time, they gave him twenty- 
fix buftxels of corn, at another time, fix. On two hunting 
days they killed him fifteen deer.. They alfo broke up two 
acres of ground ; they made him a great houfe, or wig- 
wam ; made twenty rods of fence ; paid a debt for him, 
three pounds, ten Ihillings. One of them gave him a 
fldn of beaver, two pounds, befides many days planting 
corn altogether ; yea, they faid they would do more, ff 

t Ncal. he 
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Jic would govern them juftly by the word of God. But 
tie iorhem fwelled with indignation at this unmannerly 
difcourfe of one of his yaflals, turned his back upon the 
company, and went away iji a rage ; though, upon better 
confideration, he himfelf turned chriftian not long after. 

In 1651, an Indian town was built kxx a pleaJant fpot 
on Charles-River, and called Natick. Here was a houfe 
raifed, which ferved for a fchool and for pubUc worfliip ; 
and a place was alfo provided, for the prophet's chamber* 
In the corner of the room, Mr. Eliot had his bed, and fre- 
quently made it his lodging. As foon as they were wdl 
fixed in their habitation, he procured them certain privi- 
leges, and gave them a form of government, fuch as wc 
find in Exodus xviii. 21. On the 6th of Auguft, one 
hundred met^ and chofe one ruler of one hundred^ two of 
fifty y and ten of ten^^ and then renewed their covenant^ fay* 
ingj " We are loft in Adam, we and our fathers have been 
a long time loft in our fins, but now the mercy of God 
begins to find us out again : therefore the grace of God 
helping us, we do give ourfelves and our children to God 5 
he ihall rule us in all our a&irs, not only in religion and 
the aflBdrs of the church, but alfo in all our works and 
affairs in this world : God Ihall rule over us, the Lord is 
our Judge, our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, he will 
£ave us. The wifdom which God hath taught us in his 
book, that ihall guide us and diredi us in the way. O 
Jeluovah ! teach us wifdom, to find out thy wifdom in the 
fcriptures ; let the grace of Chrift help us, becaufe Chrifi: 
is the wifdom of God ; fend thy fpirit into our hearts and 
let it teach us ; Lord take us to be thy people, and let us 
take thee to be our God." 

Thefe and many other things, Mr. Eliot wrote down» 
which they i^ake during his friendly and paftoral vifits to 
them ; which he afterwards colleded and publifhed in a 
volume, called tbe Tears of the Indians— ox ^ Repentance^ &c. 
In this book there is the confeflion of Powampum, 
made in public on a faft^y. 

The exhortation of Waban, an Indian, and of Niflio- 

Jcou ^Thefe are preferved in Mr. Eliot's Letters to tbi 

Corporation in London^ as well as in the Tears of Repentance^ 
Several of them are in Neal's Hiftory of New-EnglandL 

Concerning 
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Concerning thcfe fpecimens of facred fricndlhip and zeal, 
this wife author fays : " That they feow the high efteem 
in which he was held by the new converts. That they 
confulted him as their oracle in all difficult cafes; that they 
loved him as their lives, and would run any hazards to 
ferve him. He really dcferved well of them^ for no man 
ever took fuch pains in the miffionary work as himfelf ; 
his name therefore will be mentioned with honour a^ long 
as there is a Chrijtian Indian in the world. 

He himfelf tells us, *' that he had not, knowingly or 
wilfully, made their confeffions better than they made 
themfelves ; but he is verily perfuaded, upon good grounds, 
that he has rather rendered them weaker than he deliver- 
ed theni, partly by miffing fome words of weight in fome 
fentences, partly by abbreviating fome paffages, and partly 
by re^on of the diflferent idioms of their language and 
ours.?' 

It was not the dcfign of the writer of thefe Memoirs, 
to exhibit the ffiate of the Indians, or defcribe their con- 
verfions only as they were conne<9:ed with the life of a 
man, who was fo converfarit with them. In a letter, 
which Dr. Increafe Mather wrote to Profeffor Leufden, any 
reader will fee the progrefs made in this bufinefs during the 
3 yth century. But it becomes us to be more particular in 
defcribing the church at Natick, the firft Indian churchy 
formed in 1660. They were incorporated according to 
the manner of the congregational churches in New-Eng- 
land. Mr. Eliot was commiffioned by the church at Rox- 
bury to adminifter unto them baptifm^ and the Lord's- 
fupper. 

The other churches planted in Maflachufetts, of the 
aboriginal tribes, were branches of this firft Indian church. 
They had frequently the benefit of his labours ; but his 
paftoral care was more immediately over the flock in the 
town of Natick. Thefe fheep no longer wandered through 
^he rough paths of the defert \ but enjoyed in a meafure 
the bleiSngs of civilized and cultivated fociety ; and were 
refrefhed >?tfith the ftreams which iffixed from the Fountain 
of Kfe. 

Enjoying the wordy arid walking in the ordinances of 
the go^el, they continued much longer in a body, and 
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pfeferved the form of a church, than other plantations in 
Maflachufetts, where Indians and Englifli have refided tOr 
gether. 

When age and infirmities made his burden heavy, this 
aftive and zealous divine did not wholly relinquilh the 
work, but had the afliftance of catechumens, and alfo of 
minifters who were connected with the neighbouring 
churches ; whofe opportunities, and fenfe of duty prompt- 
ed them to engage in this extenfive field of ufcfulnefs. 
Some appeared to take delight in the bufinefs, and imita- 
ted the Man who went about doing good ; but the Ix- 
bourers were few in comparifon with the harveft. 

Befide preaching to the natives, Mr. Eliot inftrufted 
one of the untutored race to be a fchoolmafter among 
them. His name was MonequeiEn. He thus tried every 
way to make them ufeful to fociety, and indulged a hope 
that fome would be ambitious of a liberal education, and 
that the next generation would fee good preachers to the 
natives, and Indian paftors of churches. But forrow ancl 
<Hfappointment were expreffed by the worthy miffionary 
before his death ; for he faw how much the Indians abut 
ed their privileges, and that too many preferred the dark<- 
nefs and vices of their former ftate to the blejBRngs of the 
gofpel. He had been made the humble inftrument of 
p^ing them to knov/ledge and virtue ; and he beheld the 
dew-drops of the morning ^fter a long night of ignorance. 
But the Sun of Righteoufnefs, after rifing upon their hills, 
feemed to enter a cloud. " There is a cloud,'* faid he, 
'' upon the gofpel among the poor Indians. The Lord re-? 
vive and profper the work, and grant it may live when I 
am dead/** 

When 

"^1 ■ : " ' " ' ' * " ' ' * ' ' " ' 

* The church in Natick continued an Indian church many years after 
the deceafe of this evangelift. Not otAj the minifters of the neighbour* 
ing church, but fome from a 4iftance, whofe zeal and benevolence leq 
them to vifit a fpot which refembled the garden of the Lord rather than 
the reft of the wildeynefs, afforded them much afliftance. Mr. Daniel 
Gookin preached to them a number of years about the end of the 1 7th 
pentury. They had alfo an Indian paftor named Daniel. Mr. Gookin 
was the fon of the famous Major-General Gookin, the companion o( 
Mr. Eliot, and, like him, the Indians' friend when the refentment of the 
country was high againft the aboriginal nations;^ and there were ua- 

tbiaking 
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Mr. Welde having left America, Mr. Eliot was folc 
teacher of the church at Roxbury, for fome years. He 
had fever al colleagues afterwards, and having arrived at 
iiourfcore years, he defired to give up his fidary, and to be 
freed from the labours of the oiEce. The people requefted 
him to preach and pray when he was able, and unani- 
moufly chofe Mr. Nehemiah Walter for their affiftant min- 
ifter, upon whom defcended the fpirit of the firft planters. 
Here were united the wifdom and prudence of grey hairs 
with the ftrength and popular talents of a young preacher, 
who paid every tribute of refpeft to his venerable coL 
league, and from whom he experienced every tender af- 
feftion. " The good old man, like Aaron, difrobed him^ 
felf with an unfpeakable fatisfaftion, when he beheld his 
garments put upon a fon that was fo dear to him.*'* He 
jofjten pleaded that it would be wrong to the fouls of his 

people 

thinking men who wifhed to deftroy the praying tribes with thofe who 
Were adlually engaged in war. General Gookin left feveral fons ; the 
Itldeft was minifter of Cambridge ; the fecond, Daniel, was fettled at 
^Sherburne, and preached to the Indians at Natick. Between the years 
1700 and 1745, feveral miffionaries were appointed, who refided in the 
town with the praying Indians. During that year many went into tlie 
wars and were fcattered ; their number has lefTened ever iince, and now 
bardly a pure Indian can be found in this plantation. 

The miflionary who was fent to inftru<a the Indians at Natick, fome 
years before the American revolution, is now alive. From this gentle- 
man, who is a man of fenfe, we fliould expert confiderablc information 
concerning a religious fociety fo venerable for its age, if it had loft all 
other claim for the refpecH: and attention of the prefent generation. But 
from his letter to the Hiftorical Society, [vid. 5th vol. of the Collec- 
tions], very little knowledge could be obtained. He fays, that he has 
no printed materials, nor manufcripts but the church records, &c. Ha4 
thcfe been well kept, they would give the defired intelligence. It is 
very ftrange that from thefe, and from the records of the proprietors of the 
iowny we have no conclufive documents of the numbers of Indians, or 
their ftate at any particular period. Though fuch diligence was given 
by the SuhjeS of thefe Memoirs to plant this church, and the magiftrates 
of the country engaged eameftly in the bufmefs, yet no complete ac- 
count of the bapttfinsf pf the converts^ of their paft condition, can be 
found. ** The number of church members is now reduced to two or 
three.'* Suffice it to fay, that in fuch a world as this, we may exped 
great changes ; bnt notwithftanding the revolutions in families, in 
towns, and the American nation, we view with aftomlhraent this re* 
markaUe inattention, and inexcufcable neglcft. 

♦ Mather, 
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ptople ^^ for him to do any thing among them when they 
trere fo well fupplied otherwife/' 

The expreffions flowed from his humility and charity,, 
for he always fpake acceptabk words when he afcended 
the pulpit. His a^e was, however, a fufficient excufe for 
retiring from minifterial duties. Whoever preaches con- 
ftantly and abundantly, fuch a number of years, when 
the very ftrength is labour and forrow, ought to reft from 
his labours, and be held in honour by thofe who are on 
the ftage of aftion- 

The laft fermon he preached was on public fistft ; his 
fubjeft, the 83d Pfalm. He then told his hearers, that his 
ftrength failed, that his fermons were broken performances, 
and added, my dear brother will mend alU 

From his contemporaries, and from his writings, we 
learn, that he always preached in a plain manner, but had 
a happy facility of communicating his ideas upon fubjedte 
adapted for his people. He was warm and diiSufive, ten- 
der and pathetic, rather copious than correft in his lan- 
guage ; but though his ftyle was not varied with much 
art, his public performances were acceptable in all the 
churches. His method was natural, his expreffion eafy, 
his voice audible, and his manner very interefting. Out 
of the abundance of his heart his mouth fpake, in preach- 
ing and praying ; and no paftor of New-England faw 
more of the fruit of his labours. His difcourfes arc 
without thofe quibbles, gingling words, and quaint turns, 
which mark the falfe tafte of the age ; but were as com- 
mon in Englifh as in American fermons. This ffrain of 
preaching was introduced here by fcholars educated in Eu- 
ropean feminaries, and too fuccefefully imitated by the 
fons of our college. The author of the Magnalia abounds 
even with puerile conceits, and on this account has not 
received that tribute of re^d: from literary men of this 
generation, which he deferve&j^for preferving many fofts, 
or fuch minute circumftances oFVevents, as are entertain- 
ing to read, without his peculiarities of ftyle ; and are of 
innmte fefvice to all who would know the affeirs of their 
own country. To this author, who was intimately ao 
quainted with Mr. Eliot, we arc indebted for an extraft 

of a fermon upon the heavenly converlation, which exhi- 
bits 



fl4 515<? hijiorical Account of 

bits the preacher in his common attitude ; for the words 
were taken as they dropped from his mouth, without his 
fuppofing that they would ever appear in print. We cer- 
tainly can form a more corred opinion of the preacher's 
talents than from the defcription in his biography, where 
he tells us, that '' iambs might wade into his difcourfes, 
on thofe texts and themes wherein elephants might fwim.** 
In the fermon on Phillippians iii. 20, Mr. Eliot thus ex- 
plains his text : " Behold the ancient and excellent char- 
after of the true chriftian ; it is that which Peter calls 
hoUnefs in all manner of converfation. For, in the firft place, 
a feventh part of time is always fpent in heaven, when 
people are zealous in the fervice or God. Befides, God 
has written at the head of the commandments, Retnember^ 
. which looks forvC^ard and backward ; and thus a good 
part of the week will be eniployed in fabbatifing. — Sec- 
ohdly. We have many days both for our falling and 
thankfgiving, in our pilgrimage, and here are fo many fab- 
baths more. — ^Thirdly, We have our leftures once a week, 
and pious people will not mifs them if they can help it.— 
Fourthly, We have our pious meetings, ip which we pray, 
an'd fing, and repeat fermons, and confer together . about 
the things of God, and being come thus far we are in 
heaven almoft every day.— Fifthly, We perform family 
duties every day. We have our morning and even- 
ing facrifices, wherein, having read the fcriptures in our 
i^mailies, we call upon the name of God, and now and 
then catechife them that are under our care. — Sixthly, 
We fliall alfo have our daily devotions in the clofet, with 
fome ferious meditations. A David will be at this work 
no lefs than three times a day. — Seventhly, We have 
many ejaculations, &c. like Nehemiah, in whatever place 
we come into. — Eighthly, We have occasional thoughts, 
ifc. — ^Ninthly, In our civil callings we keep up heavenly 
frames ; we buy, and fell, and toU, yea, we eat and drink, 
with fome eye both to the command and honour of God 
in all. Behold, I have not left now an inch of time to be 
carnal, it is all engroflfed for heaven ; and yet, once more, 
left this fliould not be enough, we have our fpiritual war- 
fare. We are always encountering the enemy of our fouls, 
which continually raifes our hearts unto our Udper and 

Leader 
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Leader in the heavens. Let no man fay. It is impollible to 
live at this rate. For we have known fome to live fo, 
and others, that have written of fuch a life, have but fpun 
out a web from their own experiences. New-England has 
examples of this life ; though, alas I it is to be lamented 
that the diftra&ions of the world, in many profeflbrs, do 
bedoud the beauty of a heavenly conver/aticn. In fine, our 
employment lies in heaven. In the morning, if we alk. 
Where are we to be to-day ? the anfwer is. In heaven. In 
the evening, if we alk. Where have we been to-day ? our 
fouls muft anfwer. In heaven. If thou art a believer, thoa 
art no ftranger to heaven while thou liveft : and when 
thou dieft, heaven will be no ftrange place to thee ; no — 
thou haft been there a thoufand times before." 

As to his moral and chriftian character, it was as exem- 
plary 2ks his minifierial qualifications were excellent. His 
mind was governed by a fenfe of duty, and not a mere 
eafe and complacency of humour, which make a man 
good-natured when he is pleafed, and patient when he has 
nothing to vex him* He brought his religion into all liis 
actions. A ftranger to artifice and deceit, he difliked the 
appearance of them in others. He felt equal obligations 
to perform the duties of piety, virtue, and benevolence. 
Such was the man. He cloathed himfelf with humility as 
with a robe. Literally (peaking, he wore a leathern girdle 
about his loins. Perhaps this might fliow too flrong preju- 
dices againft drefs ; but all his aaions difcorered a temper 
firee from vanity, and a defire to be humble, rather than to 
gain the praife of men. He was very temperate : one difli 
was his homely repaft. When he dined abroad, he would 
not indulge himfelf in the luxuries of the table. He drank 
water, and faid of wine, "it is a noble, generous liquor, 
and we fliould be humbly thankful for it, but, as I remem- 
ber, water was made before it.*' His maintenance was a 
free contribution, or raifed upon pews, and the people of 
Roxbury cheerfully fupported two minifters. It was his 
requeft, to give up his falary when he could no longer 
preach. " I do here,'' faid he, " give up my falary to the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; and now, brethren, you may fix that up- 
on any man that God fhall make a paftor." But the focicty, 
E [1801] ift 



^ The hijlorical Account tf 

in their anlWer^ tol4 l^intH that tbey accounted bis |»*e&rK:e 
Mrorth any fum granted for his^ fupport, even if he were 
fliperannuated fo as to da no further fervicc for them* 
The youth erf tlie congregation called him their father and 
thek frlendy and their afedJon chafed away the gloom fo 
apt to hover around the evening of life. Such attentions 
ftom the rifing generation, are like medicine to the fpirit 
rfa man finking within him. The reflection erf a life well 
fpent, and the kindnefs of his friends, made his old age 
]^eafant« ^ 

' In domeftic life, Mr. Eliot was peculiarly happy. His- 
lady was an excellent economift, and by her prudent man- 
agement enabled him to be generous to his friends, and 
hofpitable to ftrangers. It ought to be mentioned to the 
credit of this excellent woman, that with a moderate 
flipend and her prudence, he educated four fons at Cam- 
bridge, who were among the bcfl: preachers of that gene- 
ration. A fmall filary, where a proper arrangement is^ 
made of the expenfes, and the wife looks well to the way^ of 
ber houfehold^ may anfwer generous as well as neceuary* 
purpofes : But when frugality is defpifed, and prudence- 
called a niggardly virtue ; when the fragments which 
might be gathered are loft, it is not the income of the moft 
lucrative ftations, much lefs the falaries of paftors of ch'^'ch- 
cs, that will maintain people in eafe and independence. 

• By the influence of Mr. Boyle, his honorable friend, Mn 
]^ot was allowed fifty pounds, annually, from the Society 
dk propagand fide. This enabled him to gratify his benev- 
olent propenfities ; the poor Indians, to whom the Gofpel 
was preached, fliared the moft of the donation. His char- 
ity is thus celebrated by one of his biographers : — " It was 
a brilliant ftar in the conftellation of his virtues, and the 
rays of it were various and extenfive. He gave largely 
from his own income to the poor, and promoted all kinds of 
ufeful diftributions, efpecially if he could ferve the caufe of 
religion. When his age unfitted him for public employ- 
ment, he reflefted that he did good as he had opportunity; 
** Alas !'' faid he, " I have loft every thing — My undcr^ 
ftanding leaves me, my memory feUs me, but I thank God 
my charity holds out ftill." 
It becomes neceflary to mark the minute circumftances 

of 
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of a pcrfon's charafter, if wc would obtain J uft views of 
lis temper and aftions. Hence biography dirfers from hit 
tory, whofe provinee is to defcribe great events which ele- 
vate the mind of the reader -, and which require a dignity 
of manner with the glow of fentiment. But in the narra- 
tive of private life, we furvey the man in all his varioui 
attitudes, frequently without a defign to foint a mpral':. 
We follow hijji through the vales and defcents of Ms fitui- 
tion^ and feel interefted in every thing which concerns him, 
tin, by dwelling upon kindred images, he grows into a fa- 
miliar acquaintance. 

Moft men have their oddities and ftrangc humours. A- 
mong the prejudices of Mr. Eliot was one very firong 
againft wearing wigs^ He preached againft it ; he prayed 
againft it ; he thought all the calamities of the country, 
even Indian wars, might be traced to this abfurd faihion. 
Jilany things have been told by the people of Roxbury, 
which were handed down to them by their anceftors, that 
feem only like amufing ftories, of the good man's refent- 
ment. And in the written account by Cotton Mather, it 
is (aid that he thought it a ^Muxurious, feminine protexity 
for men to wear their hair long.'* Efpecially, a mame for 
xniniflers of the gofpel to " ruffle their heads in excefles of 
this Idnd." The Doftor touches lightly upon this fubjeft, 
for he himfelf wore a wig ; and he makes a judicious ob* 
fcrvation — *^ Doubtlefs," faid he, *^ it may be lawful in \i8 
to accommodate our hair to the modeft cuftoms which 
vary in the church of God ; and it may be lawful for them 
wlio have not hair of their own, enough for their health, 
to fupply themfdves according to the lober modes of the 
places where they live. Mr. Eliot lived to fee the pre- 
valence of the fafhion, to fee many an orthodox min- 
ifler wear a great white wig, and it is reported that he 
gave over the utterance of his jgrieved fpirit, feying 
only as a ij^ word of complaint that the " luft was iniii. 
perable." 

His prdudices were as ftrpng againft the ufe of tobacco* 
lie thought it was a facrifice of precious time— <i filly 
amu&menty di%uftine in itfelf ; that Chriftians ought not 
to become fiaves to wch a peraicious weed, and befotted 

by 
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by its influence. But he might as well have preached to 
the moon, as to refift the tide of fafliion ; or fought with 
the ftars in their courfes, as to ftruggle y;^ith the pride of 
opinion, or the appetites of fenfe ; and try tp perfuade men 
not to uifc a weed which carries a charm with it for its in- 
toxicating quality j-^which equally tends to eadiilarate 
their fpirits and amufe their leifure hoiiirs. 

The ufe of ardent fpirits was then hardly kpown. Hugh 
Peters, a friend of his, and contemporary writer, fays : He 
never few a man, woman, or child, drunk in the ftreets 
of Bofton — nor recoUefts hearing an oath. Stern virtue 
had a dominion or authority which flie has loft fince, and 
it may be long before we recur to the practices or princi- 
ples of the New-England planters. 

Our Roxbury divine has been accufed by fome of verfa- 
tility in his opinions and conduft : By others, of being too 
let and rigid in his notions. If there is an inconfiftency in 
this, it i3 what we fee every day. Perfons think themfelves 
Tight and are warm in defending a fentiment — ^The feme 
jfenfibility of mind may be maniiefted after they have al- 
tered their way of thinking. Hutchinson quotes a letter 
of Hooker, where he fays : " A copy of Mr. Vane's ex- 
preflions at Roxbury, I defire to fee and receive by the 
next meffenger. I have heard that my brother Eliot is 
come about to this opinion ; I have writ to him— I would 
fain come to a bandy with him, where I might be a little 
rude in the bufinefs, for I do as verily believe it to be falfe, 
as I do believe any article of my faith to be true/* Frona 
his behaviour at the trial of Mrs. Hutchinfon, we rather 
think Mr. Hooker was mifinformed. He never was a par^ 
tizan of Vane, but always adhered to Governor Winthrop. 

His fetnefs of opinion was alfo manifefted in controvert^ 
ing with the great Dr. Owen the proper obfervation of the 
fabbath, but he thought the Doftor's pame and charafter 
might carry more weight than his arguments had intrinfic 
excellency. 

His political opinions more than once brought him intQ 
trouble. He fpake with freedom againft the Indian treaty, 
and was obliged to recant before the magiftrates. Roger 
Williams and he were of the fame opinion, but the one 

was 
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•was convinced, and confeffed his error 5 the other ivas not fo 
fofily moved or convinced,* 

This was in the year 1636. Afterwards he difcovcred 
•more of a democratic fpirit, by writing againft monarchy, 
whe^n it was not fiife for puritan divines to fpeak of the 
ruling power, and the repubUcans in the xnother country 
had their tongues locked in filence. Hutchinfon tells us, 
in the firft book of his hiftory, that the Governor and 
Gouncil, in the year 1 660, took notice of a book pubMied 
by Mr. Eliot not long before, intitled, the Chrijiian Cona^ 
momvealih, full of feditious principles and notions, in rela- 
tion to all eftabliflied governments in the chriftian world, 
efpedally againft the government eftabliflied in their na^ 
tive country. Upon confultation with the elders, their 
cenfure was deferred until the next General Court, that 
Mr. Eliot might have an opportunity, in the mean time, of 
making a public recantation. At the next feffion, Mr. 
Eliot gave in his acknowledgment to the Court : 

** Underftanding, by an aft of the honoured Councfl, 
that there is offence taken at a book publifhed in Eng- 
land by others, the copy whereof was fent over by myfelf 
about ten years fince, and that the further coniideration 
thereof is commended to this Honourable General Court, 
now fitting in Bofton. Upon perufal thereof, I do judge 
myfelf to nave offended ; and, in a way of fatisfaftion, 
not only to the authority of this jurifdiftion, but alfo to 
any others that fliall take notice thereof, I do hereby ac- 
knowledge to this General Court, that fuch expreflions as 

do 

* Bentley's Hift. of Salem. 

Governor Winthrop fays : Mr. £liot| the teacher of the church at 
Roxbury, had taken occafion In a fermon to fpeak againft the peac^ 
inade with the Pequods, and to lay fome blame upon our meafures fot 
proceeding therein without confent of the people, &c. We took or- 
der that he (hould be proceeded with by Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, and 
Mr. Welde, to be brought to fee his error, and to heal it by fome czpla^ 
nation of his meaiung ; for the people begun to take occafion to murmur 
againft us for it. 

The aforefaid three minifters, upon conference with the faid Mr. Eliot, 
brought him to acknowledge his error, in that he had miftaken the 
ground of his dodrine, and that he did acknowledge that for a peac^ 
pnjy (whereby th^ people were not to be engaged in a war) the magii^ 
trates might conclude, plebe inconfulto } and fo promifed that he would 
^xprefs bunielf the next JUnrd's-day* Wimbrofs Jtmmai, fag^ S$, 
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4o manifeftly fcandalize the government of Ungland by 
king, lords, and con[imons, as antichrUHan, and juftily the 
j^ite innovator, I do fincerely bear teftimony a^dnfl;, and 
acknowledge it to be true, npt only a lawAd^ but eminent, 
iprm of government, 

" 2. All form of civil government deduced from fcrip. 
ti^re., I acknowledge to be of God, and to be fubjefted to, 
for confcienc« faJs^e ; and whatfoever is in the whole epit 
4;le or book inconfiftent herewith, J do ^t x>nce moil cor^ 
.dially difown. John Ejliot." 

The books were ordered bv the Court to be called in^ 
9nd this acknowledgment to be pofted up in the princi|]a]. 
jtpwns of the Colony. 

Puring the war with the fachem Philip, 1675, ^^^ Roxr 
bury divine appears in a charafter very interedOting to the 
<:ommunity. The traces of war are blood and flaughtcfr 
TThc people of Maflaqhufctts, in their phrenKy, woulci have 
deftroyed the praying Indians with the fevages whofe feet 
Vere fwift to ipread deftruSion in every patlu Mr. Eliot 
yras their advocate and friend. They were put under a 
* ind of durefe, which was injurious to them if they were 
mocent, but which was more aggravating becaufe they 
took ^ decided part againf): their own nation ; this they 
bore with patience, or a very faint expreffion of compla- 
<;^ncyf Mr. Eliot not only was perfuaded that they were 
jfricndly, but that they were of great fervice to the Eiiglifh, 
with whom they would live or die, rather than mingle 
WiXh heathem* Being aiEfted by General Gookin, he ae* 
funded their caufe, and protefted them againft thofe men 
of vic^ence who were lefs in the unage of God than thofe 
poor outcajis of human fociety \-^men^ who lofl their repu- 
tation, as Chriftians, becaufe they gave way to the fury of 
their paffions. Every thing was mid againfl the minifter 
jWid magiftrate which could be uttered by the foul mouth 
0f the vulgar, or from the lips of fome whofe education 
W2|s liberal j and whofe religion ought to have made more 
candid, but who flimulated the bitter farcafim of the mul. 
titude. Nothing could fliake the refolution of fuch men, 
confcious of reftitude, and we never behold the Subjeff '^ 
fhefe Memoirs tQ^ m^r^ advantage thafi* he appears when » 
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p^c&die canfe cxF thefe poor, fHendlefe beings.* It is n(^ 
\poader, therefore, that having fhown his abilities and 
firmnefi, lie acquired fuch 201 influence over the various 
tribes as no other miffionary to the Indians could ever ob- 
tain. We can overlook a multitucfe of errors, where fuch 
divine charity throws the pureft luftre upon the character. 
Wdcan eauufe fuch prejudices, which by them&lves feem 
fike^ ^fujims of human weaknefs^ when, in the fame life, we 
fee- the- dorms of virtm^ nor let us blame even an obfti- 
nacy of humour, if mingled with a firmncfs that give» 
dimity to human nature^ Having mentioned certain od-^ 
cfities in his difpofition, or a few fingularities, or puerile an* 
tipathie^ againft new cuftoms, which in the prefent day 
would caufe a fmile of ridicule, let thefe be balanced by 
the honefty and franknefs of his manners. He was as te- 
nacious of truth and juftice as of his own opinion. He 
muft alio have pc^fied fbme of tho(e rare qualities which 
conciliate popularity, an uncommun affability to gain an 
influence in. fociety which could never be acquired by 
cciinifterial gifts and graces, although thele might make 
idni an ornament, to tne pulpit. 

There is a ftory which pechaps Ihould not be omitted! 
^ is. related by one fond of the marvellous — (Cotton, 
Mather.) Mr. Eliot was in a boat, that was overfet by i 
veflfel running againft it; A prophane wretch, one who 
clamoured ror the extirpation of the praying Indians^ 
&id, he wifhed the man of God had been drowned. In a 
few days this man was drowned in the very place where 
Mr. EUot had received his deliverance. 

jAfter Kving- eighty-fix years in this world of trial, the 
fpirit of this exceuent drnne took, his flight to a better 
world* For mjany years he had his converfation in heaven ; 
his fadth ieemed to be fwallowed up in vi&m, and his 
}Q>pe9i in fruition. He loflr his moft amiable connpanion^ 
two: years before. He was then fick and expcft'ed andP 
longed for his-LOwn departure. Their children they had* 
fbStowed to the. grave^ and had . comforted each other as^ 
tlieyi drank the bitter, ingredients, from, the cup of adver- 
flty. He ^fed in the year. 1690. 

Few of his family were alive to lament his death ; Buf 
^_ he 

*^^^dr 7th TdL iMm from thc^poor clnirdi of Natick. 
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he was lamented by the tvhole famUy 6f vh^tue, tod by 
ati the fincere friends of religion. The poor church at Na^ 
tick not only joined with thofe who dropped a tear upon 
his duft, but ftreams of forrow flowed from the heart. 
Though he lived many years, they Were filled with ufefal- 
nefs ; fucce^ding generations mentioned his name with 
uncommon refped } his labours were applauded in Europe 
and America ; and all who now contemplate his aftive fer- 
vices, his benevolent zeal, his prudence, his upright con- 
duft, his charity, are ready to declare his memory pre- 
cious. Such a man will be handed down to future times,* 
an objeft of admiration and love ; and appear confpicuous- 
in the hiftoric page when diftant ages celebrate the Worthies^ 
of New-England. 



Publications by John Eliot^ teacher of the Firji Church in 

Roxbury* 

Whether he preached any Sermons upon particular occa- 
fions, fuch as Election and Artillery Eleftion, we cannot 
afcertain. It is probable that he did. The minifters were 
few. Some preached feveral times, who were lefs cele-^ 
brated. The latter part of theftxteenth century he was agedf 
tad continually employed in his miffionary bufinefs. 

He publiflied a number of fmall Trads. 
The True Commonwealth 
Tears of Repentance j &c. and 

. A workj in i^all quarto, called the Harmony of the Gof 
^/^i' printed 1678. This is recommended by four of the 
principal charafters of the New-England plantation. 

" We have perufed it," fay they, " and obferved the 
prudence and diligence of the gracious and worthy author 
in compiling it. In the reading of it, we have been edified 
and afifeded. We are perfuaded that through the blefling 
of Him that hath put it into the head of the reverend 
author to lay out himfelf this way^ it will ferve to pro-* 
mote the honour of our Lord Jefus Chrift and the good 6i 
fouls^ and therefore do affix our imprimaturs. 

Thomas Thacher. Urian Oakes. 

James Allean Increaie Mather.'* 



the Rev. "John JE/i* 
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Vox the benefit of the Indians, he puhlifliedi iereral 
Catechifms ; 

An Indian Grammar ; 
An Indian Pfalter ; and 

The whole Bible^ in the fame language. A iecond edi- 
tion of this, was afterwards publiihed by Mr. Cotton, of 
Plymouth, with the Grammar. 

In the files of the Hiftorical Society there is a leaf of thq 
Indian Bible, which belonged to his colleague, the Rev. 
Samuel Danforth^ in which there are feveral correftions 
from the hzuid of this worthy gentleman. He was fet- 
tkd at Roxbury, about the year 1662, and died 1674, aged 
48. He was the brother of the Deputy-Governor of the 
fame name. 

The LorcTs Prayer. Mat. vi. 9. &c. 



Oor father vrhich art in heaven 
HftQowed be thy name 
Tkj kingdom come 



; Thy wlU be done on earth as it is 
I in heaven 

! Luke" xi. 2. Thy will, &c. as in 
heaven fo on earth 

Give us this day oxtx daily bread 



I Luke xi. 2. GWe us day by day 

I our daily bread 

i And forgive us our debcd as we 

\ forgive our debtors 



' Luke ri. 2. Forgive as we forgive 
every one that is indebted to us 



Noofbun keefukqnt 

Quttianata munach kootrefiionh* 

PergaBmooach kakketaflbot>. 
moonch 

Kuttenanfamoonck nennatch ok- 
keib neene kefukqut 

Kuttanantam6onk ne nai, neyane 
keefukquot kah okkeit 

Nummeetfwongefh efekeefukokifli * 
aflimainean yeyen kefufok 

Aflimainean ko ko ke fukodac nu<* 
tafe fukoke petuk qunneg 

Kah ahquoantameiinnean num* 
matchongagh neene matchen-- 
chukqueogig nutch quonfie . 
moonnunog 

Newutche nenewun menk nutch 
quoanta m6onnugog nighaoh 
pafuh mooxunottttlkquoh^oan 
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And lead u^ not iitt^ tempuulohy 
but deliver us from evil 



Ak^xe f^lbonlpagitiaiicaii en qutch 
huafuganit, webe pdbquokwitf- 
fmnd^n wutchmelchitiit 



For thine is the kingdom, and the 1 N«^Y^^ kutafata^a keteflbota- 
power, and the glory, &c. f moonk kah menuhkefuonk, kak 

\ foUfumoonk micheme. Amen. 

Errata. Adh; 24. i^ i Cor. 15. mu As b«ve ttaaflated> counter 
nances fwcaring by a creature, or gift of God. 

Aktk Part of Hofea wanting — or tranfpyofed. 

Corri^ehia* Gen'. 43. xxviii. He is in good beabh^ omitted* wholly. 

• Lot^^ W6rd. Mark i. zL WuttappefittukquffttnAOoliw^tankquok 

Quere. Whether thorns and briars grew on Adam's body ? 

Whether the correiEiiocis weremade inthe fiicceeding 
edition, the tranfcriber of thefe notes is unable to fay. 

Not being veffed in the original lan^age of old Mafla- 
chufetts^ he muft make am s^logy to thofe genuine antiqtu^ 
rians of their country, who are acquainted with it, for any 
miftakes that may be in Indian words ; fuch e%€»dally as 
ufing the h for k. 

ADDENDA. 

From hearing a report that prevailed in Roxbury, where 
the Writer of we Memoirs once refided, that the tomb in 
which Mr. Eliot was laid, and alfo jinne his wife^ by par- 
ticular permiifion, was claimed by the family on this ac- 
count, (though it was purchafed only for a minifterial 
tomb) he was induced tp fearch for informsrtion on this 
head, and received the following anfwer to his query from 
Thomas Clark, Efq. who for many years was Town-Clerk 
of Roxbuiy, and their Reprefentative ia the Gseneral 
Court-, 

Bo/ion, 2^d November^ 1802. 
: Sir , 

WITH fingulv pleafiire I comply with your requeft, 
to relate what I have met with among the records and 
jBianufcripts in the town of Roxbury, relative to the in- 
terment 



the Revp John Elki. ^$ 

torment of the remains of the Rev,. John Eliot, generally 

It does not appear that any record was made at the time, 
relative to the building of the tomb in which his remains 
were depofited ; nor is it probalfle that any account of it 
would have been preferved but for the peculiar drcum- 
fbuKres attau£ng k. Many years ftibfequcat to the deceafe 
of Mr. Eliot, (about fifty, p^haps,)- Major John Bowles, 
a refpeftaWe charader in the town of Roxbury, daumed 
the tomb as the property of the Eliot family, of ^Rrluch, 
I think, his lady was one^ This led to an inveftigation, 
and a reference % and, |K) record bein^ found, the affida- 
vits iA \ number of very aged peojde were taken, and 
recorded to perpetuate the remembrance of them, all of 
which agreed in the following fads, viz. That feveral 
years before the death of Mr. {Uiot, an inhabitant of Rox- 
bury was taken by the Turks, and kept in bondage : when 
his friencjs heard of his deplorable fituation, uiey were 
greatly afieded, and raijfed, by voluntary contribution, a 
uim of money (the amount is not Bientioned) and fent it 
by a friend for his ranfom ; but b^ore the money arrived 
the perfon fpr whofe relief it was de%ned was dead ; in 
confequence of which the money was brought back, and 
the owners being unwilling it ihould be applied to any 
common purpofe, appropriated it to the buildmg a tomb for 
the. burial of their cieceafed miniilers ; and I think one or 
more of the deponents affirmed, that before the tomb was 
finished the good old gentleman died* 

Tour moft obedi^t, humUe iervant, 

THOMAS OARK. 



The prejudice againft the uie of tobacco^ was not con- 
fined to the charader oof individuals* It was the prevail- 
ing fentiment of the people that it had a bad tendency, 
and may ferve for an exiQ9& for Mr. Eliot, who fo often 
admonifhed perfons who nuuJe too h&& with it. . Gover- 
nor Winthrop fays ;-^ 

^^ At this Court (*i634) were many laws made againfl 
tobacco, and immodeft fafliigns and cglUy apparel, &c as 
appears from the Records t^^ Govirwoj^ 
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Governor Dudley's Letter to the Countess of 

LlNCOJ^N. 

To the Right Honourable^ my very good Lady^ the Lady 

Bridget^ Countefs of Lincoln. 

Madam, 

YOUR letters (which are not common nor cheap) fol- 
lowing me hither into Ne^ England^ and bringing 
with them renewed teftimonies of the aecuftomed favours 
you honoured me with in the Old^ have drawn from me 
this narrative retribution, which (in refpeft of your proper 
intereft in fome perfons of great note amongft us) was the 
thankfuUeft prefent I had to fend over the feas. Therefore 
I humbly intreat your Honour this be accepted as payment 
from him, who neither hath, nor is any more, than 

Your Honours 
Old 
Thankful Servant, 

THOMAS DUDLEY, 
Bo/ion in New^England^ 
M^rcb latbj 1630. 

FOR the fatisfaftion of your Honour, and fome friends, 
and for the ufe of fuch as fhall hereafter intend to increafe 
our plantation in New-England^ I have in the throng of 
domeftick, and not altogether free from publick bufinefs, 
thought fit to commit to memory our prefent condition, 
and what hath befallen us fince our arrival here ; which I 
will do fliortly, after my ufual manner, and muft do 
rudely, having yet no table, nor other room to write in, 
than by the fire-fide upon my knee, in this fliarp winter ; 
to which my family mufl: have leave to refort, though they 
break good manners, and make mc many times forget what 
I would fay, and fay what I would not. 

Concerning the Englijh that are planted here : I find 

that 
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that about the year 1620. certain Englijh fct out from 
Ley den in Hi9//a?wi(4ntending their courfe for Hudfon*s river. 
Thefe being much weather beaten, and wearied with 
feeking the river, after a moft tedious voyage, arrived at 
length in a finall bay, lying north-caft from Cape Cod ; 
where landing about the month of Dccewher^ by the fa- 
vour of a calm winter, fuch as was never fecn here lince, 
begun to build their dwellings in that place, which now is 
called New'Plimouth : Where after much ficknels, fannne, 
poverty, and great mortality, (through all which, God by 
an unwonted Providence carried them) they are now 
grown up to a people, healthftil, wealthy, politick and re- 
Ugious ; fuch things doth the Lord for thofe that ^^'nit 
for his mercies. They of PUmcutb came with patents from 
King James^ and have fince obtained others, from our 
foveraign. King Charles^ having a Govemour and Council 
of their own : There was about the fame time, one Mr. 
Wejlon^ an Englijh merchant, who fent divers men to plant 
and trade ; who fate down by the river of Wefagufcus^ but 
thefe coming not for fo good ends as thofe of Plymouth^ 
^d not fo well ; for the moft of them dying and lan- 
guifliing away, they who furvived were refcucd by thofe 
of Plymouth^ out of the hands of Chickafalbott, and his In^ 
i dians^ who oppreffed thofe weak Englijhj and intended to 
\ have deftroyed them : And the Plymotheam alfo, as is fet 
■ down in a tract, written by Mr. Win/low of Plymotab : Alfo 
finccj one Captain Wollq/ion with fome thirty with him, 
^, came near to the fame place, and built on an hill, which 
c he named Mount Wollq/ion ; but being not fupplied with 
>£ renewed provifions, they vaniflied away as the former did. 
5, Alfo divers merchants of Brijlol^ and other places, have 
1, yearly for thefe eight years, or thereabouts, fent Ihips hith- 
I er at the fifliing times, to trade for bever, where their 
lo ': faftors difhoneftly for their gains, have fiirniflied the /»- 
n, dians with guns, fwords, powder and fhot. 
; Touching the plantation which we here have begun : it 
jy feU out thus. About the year 1627. fome friends being 
ai together in Lincolnjhircy fell into difcourfc about New Eng-^ 
land J and the planting of the gofpel there ; and after fome 
id ddiberation, we imparted our reafons, by letters and meC- 
it ia^ to fome in L^i^tf/t and the Weji Country ; where it 
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was likewife 4dibefately thought upon, and at length with 
often negotiation fo ripened, that in the year 1628. we 
procure4 a patent from His Majefty for our planting be- 
tween the Mafacbu/etts bay and Charles riyer on the fouth^ 
^nd the river of Merrimack on the porth, and thre? miles 
on either fide of thofe rivers and bay ; as alfo for the gov.. 
ernment of thofe who did or fhould inhabit within that 
compafs : And the lame year we fent Mr. John Endicott^ 
;md fome with him, to begin a plantation ; and t^ 
ftrengthen fuch as he fhould find there, which we fent 
thither from Dorchejlery and fome places adjoyning : from 
whom the lame year receiving hopeful news : The next 
year, 1629, we lent divers flups over, with about three 
nundred people, and fome cowes, goats and horfes, many 
of which arrived lafdy. Thefe by their too large com* 
mendations of the country, and the commodities thereof, 
invited us fo ftrongly to go on, that Mr. Winthrop of Suffolk^ 
(who was well known in his own country, and well ap* 
proved here, for his piety, liberality, vidldom and gravity) 
coming in to us, we came to fuch refolution, that in 
Aprils 1630. we fet lail from Old England with four good 
&ips. And in May following, eight more followed ; two 
having gone before in February and Marchy and two mote 
following in June and Augujt^ befides anotJber fet out by % 
private merchants Thefe feyenteen Ihips arrived all lafe in 
New England^ for the increafe of the plantation here this li 
year 1630. but made a long, a troublefome and cofily \i 
Toy age, being all wind bound long in England^ and hindrcd \t 
with contrary winds, after they fet fail, and fo fcattered Is 
5idth mills and tempefts, that few of them arrived together, 
Our four fliips which fet out in Aprils arrived here in Jun 
and July J where we found the colony in a fad and unex- 
peded condition, above eignty of them being dead the 
winter before ; and many of thofe alive, weak and fick ; 
all the corn and bread amongft them all, hardly fufficient 
to feed them a fortnight : infomuch that the remain- 
der of an hundred and eighty lervants we had the two , 
years before fent over, coming to us for viftuals to fuftain 
them, we found ourfdves wholly unis^Ie to feed them, by 
realbn that the provifions Ihipped for them, were taken 
out of the Hup they were put in \ and they who were 
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trufied to ihip them in another, fsdled us, and left them 
behind ; whereupon neceflity enforced us to our extream 
lofs, to give them all liberty ; who had cod us about fix- 
teen or twenty pound a perfon, furniihing and fending 
over. But bearing thefe things as wc might, we began to 
confult of the place of our fitting down : ¥or Salem where 
we landed, pleafed us not. And to that purpofe, fome 
were fent to the Bay, to fearch up the rivers for a conve- 
nient place ; who upon their return, reported to have 
found a good place upon Mijiick ; but fome other of ug, 
feconding thefe, to approve or diflike of their judgment ; 
we found a place Uked us better, three leagues up Charles 
river : And thereupon unfliipped our goods into other 
veiTels, and with much coft and labour, brought them in 
yuly to Charljiown ; but there receiving advertifements 
(by fome of the late arrived ihips) from London and Amjter^ 
. darn of fome French preparations againft us (many of our 
I. people brought with us being fick of fevers, and the fcur- 
^ vy, and we thereby imable to carry up our ordnance and 
c baggage fo far) we were forced to change counfel, and for 
c our prefent fhelter to plant difoerfedly, fome at Charljiownj 
c whidh ibndeth on the north-ude of the mouth of Charles 
s river 5 fome on the fouth-fide thereof, which place we 
.. named Boftm (as we intended to have done the place we 
4 firft refolved on) ; fome of us upon Mijiick^ which we 
ii named Meadfird ; fome of us weftward on Charles river, 
b four miles from Charljiawnj which place we named Water* 
«i Pnxm ; others of us two miles from- Bojion^ in a place we 
% named Roxbury ; others upon the river of Sawgusj between 
I Salem and Charljiown : And the Weftern men, four miles 
X fouth from Bo/ion^ at a place we named Dorche/fer. This dif^ 
I perficm troubled fome of us, but help it we could not, want- 
ik ing alHlity to remove to any place fit to build a town 
upon ; and the time too fhort to deliberate any longer, 
ff kaft the winter fhould furprize us before we had builded 
t (Mr houfes. The beft counfel we could find out was to 
a boiid a fort to retire to, in fome convenient place, if any 
n eneatf prefied us thereunto, after we fhould have fortifyed 
^T our ^ves asainft the injuries of wet and oAd. So ceafing 
X to confult mrther for ^at time, they vfho had health to 
rt Ubour, fdl to bwlding) whereia many were interrupted^ 
J with 
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with ficknefi, and many dyed weekly, yea,' almoft daily# 
Amongft whom were Mrs. Pinchon^ Mrs. Coddingtotij Mrs* 
Phillips^ and Mrs. Jlcock, a fitter of Mr. Hookers. Infomuch 
that the fhips being now upon their return, fome for Eng- 
land, fome for Ireland ; there was as I take it not much 
lefs than an hundred (fome think many more) partly out 
of diflike of our government, which reftrained and pun- 
ilhed their excefles ; and partly through fear of famine, 
not feeing other means than by their labour to feed them- 
felves) which returned back again ; and glad were we fo 
to be rid of them. Others alfo afterwards hearing of men 
of their own difpofition, which were planted at Pafcataway^ 
went from us to them ; whereby though our numbers 
were leffened, yet we accounted our felves nothing weakned 
by their removal : Before the departure of the ihips, we 
contracted with Mr. Peirce^ matter of the Lyon of Briftol^ 
to return to us with all fpeed, with frefli fupplies of 
viftuals, and gave him direftions accordingly ; with this 
fliip returned Mr. Revil^ one of the five undertakers here, 
for the joynt ftock of the company ; and Mr* VaJfaU one 
of the affiftants, and his family ; and alfo Mr, Bright^ a 
minifter fent hither the year before : The fliip being gone, 
viftuals wafting, and mortality increafing, we held divers 
fails in our feveral congregations, but the Lord would not 
yet be deprecated ; for about the beginning of September^ 
dyed Mr. Gager^ a right godly man, a ikilful chyrurgeon, 
and one of the deacons of our congregation* And Mr. 
Higginfon^ one of the minifters of Salem^ a zealous and a 
profitable preacher ; this of a confumption, that of a fever : 
And on the 30/A of September j dyed Mr. Johnfon^ another 
of the five undertakers, (the Lady ARBELLA his wife be- 
ing dead a month before.) This gentleman was a prime 
man amongft us, having the beft eftate of any ; zealous 
for religion, and the greateft fiirtherer of this plantation ; 
he made a moft godly end, dying willingly, profeffing his 
life better fpent in promoting this plantation, than it could 
have been any other way. He left to us a Io£s greater 
then the moft conceived. Within a month after, dyed 
Mr. RoJ/iter^ another of our affiftants, a godly man, and of 
a good eftate, which ftill weakned us more : So that now 
there were left of the five yndertakerii, l?ut the CKrirernour, 

Sir 
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|nnpo(ech to rerara by the ncrt 2iLo iit:- ZBr-csi\ to 
IniSd faonfes, at a pL^ a in3e eait irzsz. T^jstengr^sir^ 
Charles river, the cen ipriz^. axjd to wLntcr \h!^t the 
year ; that fo by our ^*r^fnpUc_ 22:d by r 
Hfloice and munition thither, all who were iht 



drawn thither, and foch as ifaaH come ic us herc«^:s' tc 
thdr advantage, be compdled lb to do ; sijd 19 if God 
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ihillings a pound ; we made laws 10 rc^trsin t3>e ^^ 
ing w com to the Indisrj^ and to leave tLe pnce <r 
bcVcr at liberty, which was prKfTtly fiid for Tt::^- siid 
t#enty fhiflings a pound. I ihocld a2lD have r^^jezibred, 
how the half of our cowes. 7xA aici^o^ aC o~.:r =?ires aj«d 
ffcntes^ fimt us out oi EfsglanJj dyed ZiiaizL tL£j ?a2^ 
mther ; and that tho{e intended to be lerr ui -ic.t of irv- 
lahtly were not fcnt at aS ; all whicL. \y^^*z -a-ith ttc b£» 
of our fix months baBdisg ocrzdosed zj our iz,t£Z,d.td rc^ 
inoval to a town to be fordfyed, wcafcned cur cfxta, 
^ledaDy the eftarca of the undertakers, wLo 'A'trc *JLree 
or four thoufiuid pounds ingaged in the joyn: £odc. whicL 
ilrsls novir ilot above (b many burdreds : yet ;r.a.r.y of us 
laboured to bear it as ceomirtaUy as we co^;2i. r-£2Ltsx±rixag 
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the end of our coming hither, and knowing the power of 
God, who can fupport and raife us again ; and ufeth to 
bring his fervants low, that the meek may be made glo»* 
rious by deliverance. 

I have no leifure to review and iiafert things forgotten^ 
but out of due time and order muft fet them down as they 
come to memory. About the end of OSIober^ this year 
1630. I joyned with the Govern our, and Mr.. Maverick 
in fending out our pinace to the Narragan/etts^ to trade 
for corn, to fupply our wants ; but after the pinace had 
doubled Cape Cody flie put into the next harbour flie 
/ound, and there meeting with IndiaiUy who fhewed their 
willingnefs to truck ; me made her voyage there, and 
brought us an hundred bufhels of corn, at about four 
fliillings a bufliel, which helped us fomething.- From the 
coaft where they traded, they faw a very large ifland, four 
leagues to the eaft, which the Indians commended as a 
fruitful place, full of good vines, and free from iharp 
frofts, having one only entrance into it, by a navigable 
river, inhabited by a few Indians ^ which for a trifle would 
leave the ifland, if the Englijh would fet them upon the 
main ; but the pinace having, no direftion for difcovery, 
returned without failing to it, which in two hours they 
might have done : Upon this coaft they found ftore of 
vines full of grapes dead .ripe, the feafon being paft ; 
whither we purpofe to fend the next year fooner, to make 
fome fmall quantity of wine, if God inable us ; the vines 
growing thin with us, and we not having yet any leifure 
to plant vineyards. But now having fome leifure to dif- 
courfe of the motives for other mens coming to this places 
or their abftaining from it ; after my brief manner, 
I fay this :. That if any come hither to plant for world- 
ly ends^ that can live weU at home, he commits an error, 
of which he will foon repent him : But if for fpiritual, 
and that no particular obftacle hinder his removal, he may 
find here what may well content him : vivu Materials to 
build, fewel to burn, ground to plant, feas< and rivers to 
fifli in, a pure air to breath in, good water to drink, till 
wine or beer can be made ; which together with the 
cowes, hoggs and goats brought hither dready, may fuf- 
fice for food ; as tot fowl and venifon, they are dainties 

here 
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hicre 2S wen as in England, For doatlis and bedding, they 
muft bring them with them, till time 2Lnd indiifey produce 
them here. In a word, wc yet enjoy little to be env\-fd, 
but endure much to be pittied in the dcknei^ and mortal- 
ity of our people. And I do the more v;illingly uic this 
open and plain dealing, leaft other men ihould fall Ihcrt 
of thdr cxpeftations, when they come hither, as we to 
our great prejudice did ; by means of letters fcnt ns from 
hence into England ; wher«i honeft men out of a dcfire 
to draw over others to them, wrote fomewhat h)-perbol- 
ically of many things here : if any godly men out of 
religious ends will come over, to help us in the good work 
we are about i I think they cannot difpofe of thcmfehes, 
nor of their eftates more to God's glory, and the funher- 
ance of their own reckoning : but they muii not be of 
the poorer fort yet, for divers years. For wc have found 
by experience, that they have hindred, not furthered the 
work : and for profane and debauched perfons, their 
ovcrfight in coming hither is wondred at, where they 
&all find nothing to content them. If there be ary en- 
dued with grace, and fumiihed with means to feed them- 
idves and theirs for d^teen months, and to build and 
plant, let them come into our Macedonia^ and hdp us. and 
not fpend themfdves and thdr eftates in a leis profitable 
employment : for others, I concdve they are not yet fitted 
for this bufinefs. 

Touching the difcouragement which the ficknds :ind 
mortality which every firft year hath feized upon us, and 
thofe of Pljmmthj as appeareth before, may pve to fuch 
who have ca& any thoughts this way (of which mortality 
it may be laid of us almoft as of the Egyptians^ that there 
is not an houfe where there is not one dead, and in ibme 
houfes many) the natural caufes feem to be, the want of 
warm lodging, and good dyet, to which Englijh men are 
habituated at nome ; and in the fudden increafe of heat^ 
which they endure that are landed here in fummer ; the 
Mt meats at fea ha^ng prepared their bodies thereto ; for 
thofe only thefe two laft years dyed of fevers, who landed 
in June and July ; as thoie of Plymmahj who landed in 
winter, dyed of die fcurvy ; as did ourpoorer fort, whcfe 
houfing and beding^ kept them not fumoently warm, oor 

their 
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their dyet fuffid^tly in heart : other cau&s God ma^ 
have, as our jBuch6U nuniiler, Mr. Wilfon (lately handling 
that point) Ihewed unto us ; which I forbear to mention, 
leaving tlm nmtter to the further difpute of phyiicians and 
divines^ 

"Wherefore to return, upon the third of January^ dyed 
the daughter of Mr« Sharps a godly virgin, ms^ng \ 
comfortable end, after a long ucknefs. The plantation 
here received not the like loi^ of any woman, fince we 
came hither ; and therdEore ihe well d^rve$ to bp re^. 
membred in this place^ 

Amongft thofe who dyed about the end of this January^ 
there was a girl of eleven year^. dd, the daughter of one> 
John Rugglesy who in the time of her ficknefe, exprefled 
to the nunifter, and thofe about her, fo much faith and 
affurance of felvation, as is rardy found in any of that 
age ; which I thought not unworthy here to commit to 
memory : and if any tax me for waJtipg paper with rer 
cording thefe fmall matters { fuch noiay conuder, thaxfmall 
things in the beginning of natural or politick hfiies^ are as 
remarkable as greater^ in. bodies JmU gr^v^n* 

Upon the fifth of February^ arrived here Mr* Piercej 
with the Ihip Lyon of Bnfioh with fupi^es of viftu^ from 
England ; who had fet forth from Bri/lol the firft of De* 
cember before, He had a fiormy p^^ge hither, and loft 
one of his faylors not fi^r from our fliore, who in a tem-. 
peft having helped to take in the fprit fail, loil his hold as 
he was coming down, and feU into the fea ; where, after 
long fwimming, he was drowned, to the great dolour of 
thofe in the mip, who beheld fo lamentable 3- fpeftacle, 
without being able to minifter help to him, the fea wa$ 
fo high, and the fliip drove fo faft before the wind, 
though her fails were taken down. By tliis ihip. we un- . 
derftand of the fight of three of our ihips, and two Englijh 
men of war coming out of the Straits^ with fourteen Dun- 
kirksy upon the coaft of England^ as they returned ft"om us, 
in the end of the laft fummer ; who. through Gods good- 
lids, with the lofs of fome thirteen or fourteen men, out 
of our three Ihips ; and I know not hov many out of the 
two mtn of war, got at length dear of them. The Charles^ 
one of Qur three, a &mt impi, of 30a tozm, being fo torn, 
: \ that 
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that Ac h^d not xBiidi c^ her left \srxkdis abevr w^ter. By 
this Hdp 'wc aifo under&and of thz dsziL of n^axiy of ihaaiie 
vbo went irom us the lab. year zoLn^^n^ z^ likevii^ of ihf 
moitaUty there ; whereby -src ice ticrc are graves in nrti^r 
jiatces as well as wkh us. 

AiiiOi2g£L others who dyed 2.b:u: this -bsie. was Mr, 
RabeH'WeUieu^ who in the time cf his rir\rT^^ y^^ v-^ 
dKxfim to be captain cf i zz. foci, zzi bef :.rt h^ took poK 
l^flion o^~ his {dace, he dyed, the nxi^enth of ilis Fan-jsr^ 
and was buried as a ibuldier. with three Tollves c: ihozi. 
Upon the twenty' fecond of Tcbr^n vri- hsli ;i general 
4iy of thaiik:^\ing throughcui the whcue ci^iory. for ihe 
iafe arriYal at the flap whidi rpme iiii wldi cur prw."ii- 
fions. 

Upon the oghih of Mar^h^ from iszcr i: wa* £air d^y 
light, until about dght oi the dock in the forei^ocii. ther^ 
flew over all the towns in our jJantadcns, io mkry noos 
of doves, each flodc containing many rhoufands* and kxne 
ip niany, that they obicured the light, thai ii pa£eth and* 
it, if but the truth Ihould be written ; and tht thing was 
the more ibrange, becaufe I icarce remcsiber to h«.Te uxa 
tea doves fince I came into the country : they were ail 
turtle, as appeared by divers of them we killed flying, 
fbmewhat bigger than th(^ of Europe, and they fiew from 
the north-eafi, to the Ibuth-wefi ; but what it ponends, 
I know not. 

The fliip now waits but for wind, which wiien it biow^ 
there are ready to go aboard therdn for Lz^^r^ Sii 
Richard SalionfiaJl, Mr. Sharp, Mr. C:iddij:^!X^ 'uitd many 
Others ; the moft whereof purpaie to return to us again, 
if God ^dll. In the mean time, we are left a people poor 
and contemptible, yet fuch as troft in God : and are con- 
tented with our condition, being well a£ured, t^at he wiH 
not fajl U3 nor foriake us. I had almo& forgotten to add 
this, that the wheat we received by this la& &ip, fiands us 
in thirteen or £Durteen ft^ilHngp a firike, and the pea&, 
about eleven (hillings a firike, bcfides the aidventure, whkJ^ 
is wpFth three or four fliillings a firikc ; whkh is an high- 
er price than I ever ta&ed bread of before. 

llius. Madam, I have as I can, told your Honour, aQ 
our m^tteri ; ^ossieg your wifidoio cz^ saakp good vie 

thereof. 
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thereof. If I Kvc not to perform the like office of my 
duty hereafter, likely it is, fome other will do it better. 

Before the departure of the fliip (which yet was wind*' 
bound) there came unto us fagamore Jabn^ and one of 
his fubjefts, requiring falisfiftion for the burning of two. 
wigwams, by fome of the Englijh ; which wi^;wamS| 
were not inhabited, but ftood in a place convement for 
their flicker, when upon occafion, they fliould travel that 
way. By examination we found that fome Englijh fowlers, 
having retired into that which belonged to the fubjefl: { 
and leaving a fire therin carelefly which they had kindled 
to warm them, were the caufe of burning thereof. For 
that which was the fagamores, we could find no certain 
proof how it was fired : yet leaft he fliould think us not 
fedulous enough to find it out, and fo fliould depart dif- 
contentedly from us j we gave both him and his fubjeftj^ 
£itisfa6tion for them both. 

The like accident of fire alfo befel Mr. Sharps and Mr, 
Colborrtj upon the feventeenth of this March ; both whofe 
iioufes (which were as good, and as well furniflied as the 
Hioft in the plantation) were in two hours fpace burned to 
the ground j together with much of their houfliold-flnflp, 
apparel, and other things ; as alfo fome goods of others, 
who fojourned with them in their houfes ; God fo pleafing 
to exerdfe us with corredions of this kind, as he hath done 
with others. For the prevention whereof, in our new 
town intended this fummer to be builded ; we have order- 
ed that no man there fliall build his chimney with wood, 
nor cover his houfe with thatch, which was readily aflent- 
cd unto J for that divers other houfes have been burned 
fince our arrival. 

Upon the eighteenth day of March j came one from 
Salemj and told us, that upon the fifteenth thereof, there 
dyed Mrs. Skelton^ the wire of the other miniller there. 
She was a godly and an helpful woman, flie lived dcfired, 
and dyed lamented, and well deferves to be honourably 
r^membred. 

Upon the twenty fifth of thb March^ one of Watertown 
having loft a calf, and about ten of the clock at night, 
hearing the howling of fome wolves not far off, raifed 
many of his neighbours out of their beds, that by difcharg- 

ing 
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ing tfadr mulkets near about the place where he heard 
the woh^es, he m^ht fo put the weaves to fli^t, and iave 
his calf: ^e wind ierving fit to carry the report of the 
mulkets to Roxbury^ three nuLs off, at' fiich a time ; the 
inhabitants there took an alarm, beat up their drum, 
armed themielves, and lent in pofl to us to B^JiTtL, to rai& 
us alfo : fo in the morning, the calf being fioiond iafe, the 
wolves affirighted, and our danger pafi, we went merrily 
to breakfaft. 

I thought to have ended before, but the day of the Hup, 
and my defire to inform your honour of dl I can, hath 
cauled this addition : and every one having warning to 
prepare for the ihips departure to morrow, I am now this 
twenty eighth of March ^ ^631- fealing my letters. 

Your Honours 
Old 

Thankful Servant, 

THOMAS DUDLEY. 



Historical Sketch op the Life and Character of 
Colonel Ephraim Williams, and of Williams 
College, founded in 1793, in consequence or 

HIS LIBERAL BEQUEST. 

COLONEL Ephraim Williams was bom at Newtown, 
near Bofion. He was the oldefi foil of Colond 
Ephraim Williams ; who, aften^'ards, was one of the firft 
iettlers of Stockbridge, and a Juftice of the Court of 
Common Fleas in the County of Hampfhire. Colonel 
Ephraim, the £bn, for feveral years in early life, followed 
the ieas ; but, by the perfiiaiion of his Either, rdinquiihed 
that bufinefs. In hi^ &veral voyages to Europe, he viiited 
Endbuvi, Spain, and Holland ; acquired gracdEiil manners, 
and a conliderable fiock of uieful knowledge. He pofle& 
ed uncommon military talents ; and in the war between 
England and France, from the year 1740 to 174S, he 
found opportunity to exert them. He was appointed 
Captain cf a company in the army raifed in New-England, 
in what was called the Canada fervice. Afterguards he 

conmianded the Une 9C Mafiachu&tts forts, (m the weft 
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fidfe of Cohtieflicut-river* During this doiinniand, lib 
principal place of refidence ^s Hoofack fort. This ftddA 
on the bank of Hoofack-tiver, in Adams, sibout three ifnSek 
and a half call of Williamftown- He had dfo under his 
command SL fmall fort in WilKamftowh, which ftbod 6i\ ^tn 
eminence a few rods iix»Pth*^eft df thie fifieedng-houfe. 
Under the proteiftion df thefe fbrts, the firft fettlers iii 
this part of the cOfuritry began thehr iffiproremerits.*-*- 
Colonel Williams was much converfant with them ; arid 
idtnefled, with huma;rie and painful fenfetiofts, the dan^ 
gers, <fifficulties, and hard&ips which they were bbKgeS to 
encounter. To encourage them, he intimated his inten- 
tion of doing fomething liberal and hancEfome for them. 

After the peace concluded at Aix-la-ChapeSe, in 1748, 
he refided chiefly at Hatfield, in the County of Hampmirc. 
When war again broke out between England and France, in 
1755, he had the command of a regiment in the army raifed 
in this, then. Province, for the general defence. While at 
^bany, and on his way tojoin the army, he, on the 22d of 
July, 1 755, made his laft will. Early in September following, 
ne fell— being fhot with a muiket ball through the heaa^ 
in the memorable battle fought with the French and. In- 
dians near Lake George. He was then a little more than 
forty years of age ; and had always lived a fingle life. 

In his perfon, he was large and flefliy. He had a tafte 
for books ; and often lamented hh v^aiit of k Ubend edtt- ^ 
cation. His addrefe was eafy, and his iriahfters ple^ifiirg ^ 
and conciliating. Affable and fitcetious, he could ttSkfc J 
Jiimfelf agreeable in all companies j and was very general^ ^ 
Bleemed, refpefted, and beloved. His kind and obliging 
Heportment, his generofity and condefcenfion, greatly th- 
deared him to his foldiers. By them, he Was uncomriiohlf 
beloved while he lived, and lamented when dead. 
• When Captain at Fort-Maffachufetts, he frequently tA^ 
tercd into the paftimes of his foldiers, upoh an equal foot- 
ing with them, und permitted every decent freedorti ; an3 
:a^in, when the diverfions were over, he, with eife anifi 
thmity, refiimed the Captain. 

lEs politenefs and addrefi procured him a greater infltl- 
ince at the General Court than any other perfon it thait 

day poSeStd, He was attehtive atfd polite td aH defcripi* 
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tionsand dafles of men, but efpedaily to gentlemen of dig- 
zujSed characters ; and fought the company and conver- 
lation of men of letters- 

The property of Coiorel WilUama, at the time of hbi 
death, was not very confiderable- It confifced principally 
in notes, bonds, and obligations ; and in new lands, in the 
two weftem counties of the Common'wealdi. Yet, as far 
as his drcumftances enabled him, he gcnerouHy made pro- 
vifion ih his will, to anfwdr the expeftations which he had 
railed in the minds of the nril fettiers of Wiiiiamfto^Ti. 
After feveral finall bequefts to his relatives and friers ds. he 
willed, " That the remainder of his lands ihould be fc^ld, 
at the difcretion of his executors, within five years after 
an ellabliflied peace ; and that the interefi of the monies 
arifing from the iale, and alfo the intereii of his notes and 
bonds, fhould be applied, to the fupport of a Free-School, 
in a townfiiip weft of fort Maflachufetts ; provided the 
laid tovmlhip fall within Mailachufetts, upon running the 
line between Maflachufetts and New- York, and provided 
the (aid townihip, when incorporated, be called Wiiliamf- 
town.** — ^Both of thefe conditions took place, 

John Worthington, Efq- of Springfield and Ifrael Wil- 
liams, Efq. of Hatfidd, the executors of the will, fold the 
lands, agreeably to the direction of the teftator. The 
monies ariiing from the lales were loaned to re^onfible 
men ; and mortgages taken to fecure the payment of 
principal and intereft. The yearly intereft was again loan- 
ed ; and thus, by the provident and faithfd management 
of the executors, the fund was aimually increaied. In the 
year 1785, they ^plied to the General Court for an act 
to enable them to carry into effeft the benevolent ii^tention 
of the teftator. An act was accordingly paii:;d, incorpo- 
rating " William Williams, Theodore Sedgwick, Wood- 
bridge little, John Bacon, ThoETifon J. Skinner. Urad 
Jones, and David Noble, Efquires, the Rev. Seih Swifr ^nd 
the Rev. Daniel Cdlins, truftees of :he donation of Ephraim 
Williams, Efq. for maintaining a Free-Schcol in Wiliiamf- 
town." 

In the year 1788, the truftees voted to erect a building 
far the accommodation of the Free-Schoc'l. A lotten- was 
granted them by tlie Geaeral Court tv> rsiie the iUm ox 

H C180O *»^^* 
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4,000 dollars ; and the inhabitants of Williamftown raifed^ 
by fubfcription, 2,000 dcdlars more towards the expenfe 
or the building. In 1790, a brick building, eighty-two 
feet long, forty-two wide, and four ftories high, was ereft- 
ed ; containing twenty-eight rooms for the accommodation 
of the ftudents, and a chapel, which occupies the fpacc o£ 
four rooms. The expenfe of this building, when finilhed, 
was eftimated at about 1 1,700 dollars. The funds then re- 
maining at intereft amounted to about the fame fum. 

In Oftober, 1791, the Free-School (as the aft, in con- 
formity to the will, termed it) was opened, under the 
diredion of a preceptor and an Englifh fchoolmafter. An 
iiiher was foon afterwards appointed. This fchool conlift- 
ed of two departments ; a grammar-fcho(^, or academy, 
and an Englifli free-fchool. The latter was almoft wholly 
compofed of boys from the higher claffes in the common 
fchools in Williamftown* They were taught . readings 
writing and arithmetick. In the former, all the arts and 
iciences, which compofe the ufual courfe of education in 
the New-England colleges, were taught. This depart* 
ment rapidly increafed in numbers. Youth reforted to 
it, not only from the county and vicinity, but from New- 
York, Canada, and other cfiftant parts of the country. Its 
Ufefulnefe, in feveral refpefts, and efpecially in one, was 
foon experienced. Many young men came to this Acad- 
emy to qualify themfelves to become ufefiil and reputable 
inflrudors of common fehools. Not a few of them had 
before taught fchool ; though very imperfedly qualified 
for the bufinefs. The happy confequence was, that many 
of the common fchools in this part of the country were 
foon furnilhed with much more competent infb:udors> 
than had before been employed. 

In this fituation as to officers and inftrudion, and in a 
ftate of increafing reputation and ufefulnefs, the Free^ 
School and Academy continued till September, 1793. In 
June of that year, the General Court incorporated the 
inflitution into a College ; and, in honour to Coload 
WiUiams, whofe liberal donation laid the foundation of 
the funds, they called it Williams College. All the 
gentlemen, who were truftees of the Free-School, were 
made truftees of the College j and to them were added 

the 



the R?r. Stephen Weft. D. D. (dectcd ^ice-prefiderit at 
the Sift fefficm of the beard": Hcnrv Tar. Schsack, siid 
Eiiph Williams- Efq-uires, and ihe prends:: of the Coliesrc 
for the time beiiie. The charter, or afi of incorporirior. 
aDoiwed the board of tmltses to coxific of ierenteen xneir,- 
bers, induding the preiiderr — empowered ihem to fill aE 
vacandes whidi might take place by death or refipiatiozi 
—to confer the xltll] ^cademick de£:ree5. and docorales 
after the £rit div of January, 18 do— and to hold property 
to the dear annual amount of £x thouiimd pounds. — The 
General Court accompanied this charter "^viih a liberal 
grant of 4,00^ dollars, payable out of the treafury of tht 
Commonwealth, at four annual iriralments. 

To the gentlemen of the board of trufeees. 'whofe names 
arc inferted in the charter, three have £nce been added bv 
dection. Thefe are the Hon. Stephen Van Renfielaer, of 
Albany, late lieutenant-governOT of the feate of New-York* 
the Rev. Job Swift, of BenninsTton^ Vermont, and the 
Rev. Ammi R. Robbins, of Norfolk, Connecdcut. 

In October, 1793, the College was duly organized, and 
three imall dafifes were admitted. The Englifh Free- 
School was difcontinued ; but the Grammar-School, or 
Academy, was continued in connedion with the CoH^e. 

In 1794, a convenient houfe was built, and a lot of £z 
acres of land adjoining was purchaied, for the uie and ac- 
commodation of the prefident. 

The General Court, at thdr fefiion in January, 1706, 
granted to the prefident and truftees o£ Williams College 
the right of locating two townfhips in the Diirrict of 
Maine. One of thefe was fold in May following, for about 
10,000 dollars, and the avails of it, with about 2,40^ dol* 
lars more, applied to the eredion of another college edifice. 
This alfo is of brick, one hundred and four feet by r^-enty. 
dght, four fiorics high, and contains thirty-two chambers 
for the acconunodation of ftudents. Adjoining to each 
chamber is a bed-room and frudy ; except tmre only, 
which have no bed-room nor ftudv, and are ufed br the 
three upper clafles as redtation chambers. Hiis ^^fir^ 
yns finimoi in 1798. The fame year, a large and degant 
meeting-houie, buUt in Williamftown b}' fubfiniption, iR'as 
completed and dedicated. Tovi'ards this, the treafurer of 

tht 
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the corporation, by their order, fubCbribed and paid one 
hundred pounds ; on condition .that convenient pews and 
feats ihould be afligned to the officers and fiudents of Col* 
lege, and that the corporation ihould have the ule of the 
houfe on commencement day, and on other publick days. 

About fix hundred dollars have been expended for a 
philofophical apparatus. The articles it contains have 
been very judicioufly felecied ; principally by the advice 
and direction of the Rev. Dr. Prince, of Salem. It wants 
feveral very ufefiil and important articles ; which, from 
the fcantinefs of the funds, cannot at prefent be procured. 

The library contains between feven and eight hundred 
volumes only ; but they are principally the beft daffick, or 
the moil approved modern works. This library, though 
fo fmall, with the aid of a good collection of three or four 
hundred volumes belonging to two focieties of under-grad- 
uates, furniihes the officers of College and the ftudents 
with a tolerable fupply of ufefiil and neceilary books. For 
the privilege of uiing the library, each iludent of the two 
higher daifes pays twenty-five cents, and each ftudent of 
the two lower claiTes feventeen cents quarterly. The 
money thus raifed sumounts annually to feventy or 
eighty dollars ; and is a fund, appropriated by law, to 
repair and augment the library. It is the duty of the 
prefident to ckaw it annually from the College treafury, 
apply it to this purpofe, and render an account of its appU- 
cation yearly to the board of truilees. This wiie regula- 
tion enables the prefident to add every year to the Ubrary 
fome of the beil European and American publications. 

The executive officers and inilruAors are a prefident, 
a vice-prefident, and three or four tutors. The vice-prefi- 
dent has no ialary, and takes no part in the inilruction or 
government of College, but in cafe of the death or refigna- 
tion of the prefident, and until another prefident is elected 
and inducted into office. The falaries of the prefident and i 
tutors are very moderate ; amounting, when there arc i 
four tutors, to only one thoufand nine hundred dollars, ; 
exdufive of twenty dollars to the fenior tutor, as librarian ; . 
viz. to the prefident, eight hundred dollars, and to each ' 
tutor, two hundred and feventy-five dollars. 

Commencement 
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' Comifiencement is held on the firft Wednefday of Sep- 
tember annually. The firft cominencement was held in 
1795. One hundred and five ftudents of the College, and 
thirty other gentlemen, have received its public honours. 
One hundred and three ftudents now belong to the four 
under-graduate claffes. 

In the courfe of ten years, viz. from 1789 to 1799, th« 
truftees expended, in neceffary buildings and accommodap 
tions for the oflScers and ftudents, and in a fmall library, 
and apparatus, about twenty-eight thoufand dollars, 
Thcfe expenditures were, in their opinion, abfolutely nc* 
ceflary, in order to nieet and encourage the rapid increafe 
of the inftitution. While they gratefully acknowledge the 
liberality of their firft benefaftor. Colonel Williams, and 
the generous aid afforded them by the Legiflature of the 
Commonwealth ; they entertain pleafing hopes that Prov* 
idence will raife them up other friends, bencfaftors, and 
patrons, as their neceflities call for afilftance. A chapel, 
znd additions tq the apparatus are, at prefent, very muck 
wanted* 

The fituation of the College, in a decent, thriving coun- 
try town, is found, by experience, to be highly favourable 
to the improvement, and morals of the youth. Compar- 
atively few temptations to diiBpation and vice are prefentcd 
to them. The happy confequence has been, that dofo 
application to fhidy, due obfervance of the laws, decent 
manners, and good morajs, have, with very few exceptions, 
charaderized the youth who have reforted to the CoUeM 
for education. And it is hoped, that the fame orderly 
condud:, application, decency of manners and purity o£ 
piorals will continue, through every fucceffive generation 
of ftudents. 

Williamfiown^ yon. 26^ iSoa. 
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a tbpoghaphjcai:- and historjcaj. account op 

Marbleh^ad, 

TJIE town of Marblehead in the county of Effex, and 
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, was originally a 
part of Salem in the fame county ; detached therefrom, 
and incorporated as a town. May ad, 1649. The town is 
{divided from Foreft river principally, on each fide of 
which, in Salem as XXrdl as MarWehfead, are fome tolerable 
fituations for agriculture. The firft fettlers made their 
pitch on the eaftern fide of the town, taking advaht^ige of 
a very good harbour, running north-eaft and fouth-weft, 
ind towards half a mile on an average.*^ At the fouth- 
weft end of the harbour the town is connefled with the 
Great Neck^ fo called, by a very narrow ifthmus, feparating 
the waters of Lynn bay from thofe of the harbour. 

About the year 1728, it was found that the fea was faft 
encroaching on the fouth-weft fide of this ifthmus, fo as to 
endanger the prefervation and fecurity of the harbour. 
The government of the province at that time attended to 
the lubjcft, as it refpefted not only the town in particular^ 
but the trade of the province iti general j and ordered by 
an Ail the futn of thirteen hundred and twenty-dght 
pounds, to be paid out of the public treafury, for necejffarj 
repairs. It feems that about the year 1762, fome neceffarj 
repairs were made. In the year 1790, although the town I 
had carefiilly endeavoured to fecure^ fupport^ and keep the 
fame in good repair ^ the Government of the Commonwealth 
of Maflachufetts, confidering that the prefervation of the 
laid harbour was a matter of public concern, &c. granted 
a fum of £. 1 000 to be raifed by a lottery or lotteries, the 
proceeds whereof fliould be applied in repairing the forti? 
fications of the ifthmus, befpre that time made, and in 
further fecuring the fame. 

This 

♦ The foil is very rocky, if any part of this rough ijpot can be called ( 
foil — to a ftranger it appears more like a ridge of rocks than ground for 
cultivation. In the oration upon the death of Prefident Holyoke, who 
had been once a minifter in this town, it is defcribed, 

" Marmaracnay oppidum maratimum, faxis abundans : inde, novan- 
glice didlumy Marblehead. Afperrima voxj aures latinas horride per- 
(inngens. 
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This indulgence was peculiarly opportune and accepta^ 
ble, as the town fuffered by diftreffes confequent upon the 
American revolution. About the year 1742, this town 
Bfras authorifed by the Government, it feeois, with a grant 
3f ;^.69o to ereft within the town or harbour a good and 
Lufficient breail-work, and a platform built for the accom- 
Enodation of 1 2-pounders, or other guns equivalent^ and 
Cuitable warlike ftores. This fort was of courfe creded, 
and carefully attended, under the infpecHon of the late 
Captain Thomas Gerry, the commanding officer, and 
others, till it became the property of the United States of 
America, vnith nfual provijfos, attending iuch publick pro- 
perty } and is now become a very refpedable fortification 
as a key to proted the interior part of Sakm, its fort and 
citadel, and the interior part of Beverly. 

The body of the town is near four miles in lei^h, and 
two miles wide, containing about 3,700 acres. The Great 
Necky fo called, is about one mile in length and half a mile 
wide on an average, and contains about 300 acres. The 
whole may be eftimated about 4,000 acres, exduiive of two. 
(inall iflands. The town is bounded on the north, the 
eaft, and fbuth-weft, by Salem bay, the fea, and Lyna 
bacy ; and well and north-weft, by Salem and Foreft- 
river ; fo folitary and detached, that it is not a thorough 
tadr to other places. 

The firfi: fettlers, though few in number, and fmall in 
means, attached themielves in part to agriculture, but 
principally to the cod-fifhery and merchandize, which has 
been tlie cafe very much ^dth their pofterity. 

In the year 1714, the place is thus defer ibed by one* 
who was capable of making jufl obfervations upon men 
and manners ; and who Inred long enough to fee it in 
the moft flonrifliing ftate : '^ There were two companies 
of men, badly clothed, who attempted to do military 
duty, but trained to no military difcipline but that oE 
whipping the fnake^ as they called it. Now, (in 1 766) and 
for years paf): we have feen it, a difiinft resiment is comple- 
ted of feven companies, wdl dad, bright countenances, 
vigorous and a^ve men ; fo wdl tramed in the ufe of 
their arms, and the various motions and marches, as to 
exceed moft other r^^iments in the country, and equal 
• RcT. Mr. Barnard's diary, ia MS. ^^ 
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the beft in the appearance of fpirited men, and the man-^ 
ual exerdfe/' 

The fame writer obfervesj that the town improved in 
every thing elfe equal to the excellence exhibited at a mil- 
itary review. Early in the century^ of before 1720, 
^' There was not a carpenter, a tailor, nor mafon, nor 
butcher in the town ; nor any thin^ of a market worth 
naming. They had their houfes built by country work- 
men, and their clothes made out of town, and fupplied 
themfclves with beef and pork from Bofton, which drain-' 
ed the town of its money. Some yeirs after, the town 
abounded with artificers, good workmen of every defcrip- 
tion, and the market had a full fupply. At the time before 
mentioned, there was not one foreign veffel, although the 
town always poffeflfed every advantage for 1 free and ex- 
tenfive navigation. The people contented themfelves to 
be flaves to work in the mines, leaving it to the merchants 
of Salem, Bofton, and Europe, to Carry off the gains, by 
which means the town was poor, and in debt :-^fo much 
were they involved in debt to merchants of other places, 
that very few families, not more than twenty, were inde- 
pendent as to their circumftanceaf. They were generally 
a rude, fwearing, drunken, and fighting crew, but as they 
increafed in numbers, they made inomrovements in fecial 
life, in virtue and good morals. By the middle Of the 
century, the manners of the people were fo much cultivat- 
ed, as to be remarkable for their civilities, and efpecially 
for their hofpitality to firangers. There were not only 
gentleman-like families, and pious and well behaved peo- 
ple in the town, but the very fifherftien rofe fuperior to 
the rudenefs of the former generations. When they were 
perfuaded by individuals of puUick (pirit to fend their fifh 
to foreign markets, they foon became converfarit with the 
myfteries of trade, they foon likewife became fenfible of 
the advantage they fhould reap by it. And while indi- 
viduals grew rich, the town alfo received the benefit. 

** Mr. Jofeph Swett, a young man of fbift juftice, of great 
induftry, enterprifing genius, quick apprehenfion, and firm 
refolution, but fmall Fortune, was the firft man who en- 
gaged in it. He fent a cargo to^Barbadoes, and from the 
profits of the voyage found that He increafed his ftock, and 

Went 



Went on buikiii^ Tcfiels : TUl he vr2S J-n^KUia to irnd 
ircBeisto EiiropCylnadiiig them "wnth M>^ and pomtizxg oxxt 
to diers the path to ridxs^ The mare proxnifing ymm g 
men of the town followed his ^^jm^i^ - axid &tmi ths 
imall beginning, Marbifhfad became ooeoF the &A trad- 
ing towns of the Bay. In the year iTSG^thcre were be- 
tween thirty and forty flups, Ixigs, fna«^ and top&ol 
ichooners engaged in foreign trade." 

The town bemre the American revelation (in the -words 
of a reQ>edahle gentleman, who preached the Icrmon at 
the ordmation of Mr. Hnhbard) ^ as to its nnmbers and 
opulence, fwarmed with inhabitants, was a pattern of in- 
dnflry^ flomilhed in trade, and abounded with weahh ; 
£rom hence, as from a fountain, fireams o£ weahh flowed 
out, which greatly enriched the vidiuty, and penetrated 
hi into the country." 

About the year 1770, this town was fuppo&d to contain 
a greater number of inhabitants than any other town of 
the province, Bofion excepted ; its proportion in the prov- 
ince tax was next to Bofion, and was fnppofed at that time 
to have imported more hard money than any other town 
in the province« 

The locality of the immediate and direcl bnfinefs of the 
cod-fiihery, renders it very natural that difafiers attending 
the fame miglit be concentrated to one pcnnt of Tiew ^ 
while the extenfive ramifications of mercantile bufincfs 
from the Difind of Maine to the State of Geoigia, does 
not afford the advantage of a central point at which to 
average lofles in thb lafr refped:. 

The town of Marblehead is one ot the few that have 
eameiUy entered into this bufineis of cod-£lhery. In gen- 
eral, the town have been fucodlsful ; but at feme periods 
thdor fucce& has been checked. A firiking infiance of it 
is that in the year 1771* The di£iilers they met with in 
that time were fuch, as to leave, in a heiplds fitnation, a 
Very confiderable number of widows and £tfh f ii rfs chil- 
dren. Much to the crcifit of the govcrmnent of the pro- 
vince at the time being, and of the good peo{^ thereof^ 
it muft be obCcrvcd in this recital, that by means of a 
Briefs iffued by the government, the fum of ^.i 17-16-10-I: 
%as GoDeded for die relief of the poor and difiztfled per- 
I IFtL va.3 *»W 
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Ions in faid town of Marbldiead, and committed to ai re- 
fpeftable comriiittee for cfiftribtition. In contraft to the 
cfiiafter laft mentioned, it may be remarked, with grati- 
tude to HBm who permits Zebnlon to rejoice m his goings 
forth,' that, in Auguft 4, 1800, arrived into the port of 
Marblehead fixteen bankers from the fiflunff banks, aver- 
aging 650 quintals each ; total, 10,400 qumfals of fiftt : 
befides remarkable fuccefs during both the years 1800— 
1801. On July 1 8, of the laft mentioned year, one fifli- 
ing fchooner arrived from the banks, on her firft fare, 
with 28,000, tantamount to 900 quintals. 

After the year 1771, their numbers and opulence, at 
this given period^ confidered, began a feries of difafters 
** horrenda diEtu^^ 

The firft was on the introduclion of the finall-pox into 
the town, and the deftruction of the hofpital at Cat ifland, 
near the town. This ifland belonged to the town of Sa- 
lem^ and the trelpafs was againft the town as well » the 
proprietors of the hofpital, as the ifland was their foil.. It 
was to be attributed to the rude and uncultivated conduft 
of fome individuals, unreftrained by government, i]tflu« 
enced by private piques, and not led by animofities of any 
other kind. 

Their next and a prominent inconvenience took place at I 
the commencement of the American revolution ; having 
been nearly exhaufted in property, they were overtaken 
in a common refentment of injuries offered to the pro- 
vinces by their parent country. Through this revolutioff 
they pafled, perhaps in greater diftrefe than any other place 
in the United States. Their opulent merchants leaving 
their ftand for bufinefs, fubmitting their property to be 
facrificed, and retiring to interior parts for immediate 
fafety : another clafs of citizens being obliged to do the, -j 
fame ; and a different clafs forced into the land and feaf 
fervice, contrary to their former habits ; befides anothcf i 
dafs that^ took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, and c 
ftood by the fluff- 
In the politicks of their country they have ever taken 
a part.^ The compiler* of this, wdl remembers an in* 
fiance in the publick rejoicing on the repeal of the S/«^ 
A^ : in the courfe of which, an excellent member of fod 
* Isaac Mansfieldi £fq. Ctyi 
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/br the pbicc of tLc kir.^, irii i &-sr zziiieinii: i:-: 

of his mici&ers. bfaT3"driIiT il^LninLiin: ^^^^ '^" — ^"--- 

houie! 

In the difrrdTe* to TT-hL:l tif tr^rr of B^frpr. 
ced by the B'Asn pjrt 5:.7, viici : r^.Sk phi:-, jm,* : . : — _ 
and by other fubfecr^s:: lib of pirhimsn. vi£if iar^* 
fuppEes of prcvif :cs -w-fre firr ^r. ei by fi5srni: irvns. 
IVbrbJeheid va* ret deScIert- !t zDzveir?.. rr ti=r irini:- 
tiocs to their reprd"e::;r::i:ve. ^i:r:r :'. : — ^ tl^.: lifir fseU 
in5[s were ali^e fcr the difirHTfr., b:::t trri^ rsfnf fi^bjf Bd> 
tonians j diremrg tLit ti>e Yk£'jOzl2z:i lb.n-jjd r:c r»f :e> 
fercd to bear more thir- tiidr r»rro:»rr:or.2.bif ^lt: ?: "ie 
unrirfiteo'js ficri£ce tier: r".2iinz cc tisir ir:=rcf: : Tr> 
pofing that the fame Ckonid be rc".iAl:y br-mre. i: ziin by the 




by a vote, they direfted the fdenEer t : ir:on::ir>nD£t.t the 
inhabitants of Boiron, azd other trsm^ -vn-ZZitznr,^ l:- 
feSed bv the Port BilL dtirinz its o:>errdoii. viii thf ri 
of their publick bnildings, tree oi ary cxpenii. At tie 
fame time, their mercharts, piTtaldrg of tbe inDc phiic;. 
thropick and patriotick priiidples. opened their l::ire?L arid 
offered their wharves, to the ecu vender ce ci i'^zh cc their 
opprefled neighbours as might be therd^y accocanodaicd. 
In the year 1 775, the tcwi: of Marblehead fsrrffiisd of 
its own inhabitants to the piiblick ferrice coe irtire r*T- 
jment, completely officered 2j:d iiiarr?ed : thf vilue v^ this 
regiment at that trying period. compDied of met: irrrtid 
to fati^e and danger, and not wa&ed by iickneis ir: ainr 
Mf inftance, is bcft d^ermined by a recoliecidon of thai 
patience, braveiy and effedive fernce. 

.The i^ant Jamzs MrGJonr. who was the connnandcr 
in taking a powder Ihip from the enemy, cariy in the cocrfc 
of the American war, and kjfi his Efc in the cnterprifc, 
and whofe family has never yet received the Ixmnty pro- 
vided by government in fnch caic, was an inkabotant of 
this town. In the year 178^, a brig, with the commander 

and his crew, belonging to this tovrn^ i^-as captured bv a 

Bffioib 
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Britiii^ p^^teer ; they fpon took poffeffion of the priva^ 
%ttry aod thereby availed themfelves of the brig, 

if^ fhe year 1782, three lads were put on board a brig 
at Qf^ch^ck, to be fent to England ; after having been at 
fea a few days, they tppk pofleflion of her, and conduced 
her in fafety to this town, the place of the|r nativity. In 
the fame year, the Ijhip St. Helena, efcorting an Anierican 
fleet from Havana to Philadelphia, was taken by the 
3ritifli floop pf war Lively, commanded by Michael Stan- 
hope, Efq. J about ten of the prifoners, under the direftion 
of three kds, pf this place (each of them under twenty-one 
years of age) retook the Lively, and cpndufted her into 
Havana, wnere flie was fold fpr a very handfome price. 
Indeed, the particular narration .of fimilar enterprizes, 
appropriated to the inhabitants of this place, would fwelj 
this recital tpo much ; for which the compiler muft very 
particularly apologize to the readers and others interefted. 



1772 
1780 

1783 
1790 

1800 



Rateable PqUs. 
1203 

544 

873 
1112 

nog 



Torn of Shipping. 
12,313 



Inhabitants. 



4443 
5661 

5204 



Theccnfus of 1800, compared with that of 1790, fliews 
a decreafe ; this deqreafe is to be attributed in part, if not 
wholly, to the emigration of many families and individuals, 
as well as the wafte of many other individuals in the fea ferr 
vice, who had been enumerated in the cenfus of 1 790. In a 
natural ftate of things, the number of females in the human 
foecies is about equal to the number of males ; and while ^ for 
lome purpofe hidden in the counfels of In$nite Wifdom, 
wars,&c. are permitted,a proper balance is prefcrved between 
the fexes, notwithftanding the ufual and common wafte 
or deficiency, occafioncd by wars and fea fervice ; fuch an 
accurate proportion continued between males and females, 
tends very greatly to prove the providential government 
pf God, if fuch proof or confirailation can be wanting or 
found convenient. However, it may be confidered as 
lingular, th^t in the late cenfus of this town, there are 

found 
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found to be, including all ages, two li]mdred and eighty 
four females more than males. 

At a meeting of this town of Marblehead, on ^larcfa i6, 
1789, it was voted to prefcnt his Exccflency John Adams, 
Eiq. (then fecond in rank to George Washington, the 
&ther and &viour of his country) with an addrels ; winch 
addrefs was in the following words, viz. 

« Sir, 
'^ The inhabitants of Marblehead, in common with 
their fellow-citizen^, have ever felt ftrongly imprefled 
with fentiments of gratitude and fatisfsiciion for the em- 
inent fervices rendered by you to the United States of 
America in all their foreign negodadons, which have 
^^ been committed to your charge. In coniidering the 
** refiilt of thefe ii^odations, we find ourfidves under very 
<< peculiar obligations for your faithful and unihaken pat- 
** ronage of the fifhery, which we apprehended to lave 
^^ been in danger froni the politicks and interefb of pow- 
*' erful nations. 

We therefore, now bdng l^ally affianbled in town- 
meeting, pray your Excellency to accept this our unan- 
^^ imous addre&, as exprefiing our fenfe of thofe cflential 
benefits, which we now enjoy in the prefervation of the 
filhcry, for which we beheve ourlelves more efpedally 
*' indebted to your Excellency. 

While we are enjoying the fulnefe of thofe benefits, 
we pray your Exceuency will indulge us to famifh your 
table with a lm2|U fhare of the fruits of your good fer- 
vices, which we wifh may be accepted as a mark of our 
** gratitude.'' 

It may be obferved, that an increafe of natural and 
moral evil, will bear fome proportion to an increafe of pop- 
ulation and its concomitants. It feems defigned by Prov- 
idence, that various and difiering kingdoms, nations, &c 
ihall at fome period, become united as one ; conmieroe 
naturally tends to this objeft : but, as it is neceflary to 
check an undue ambition, the wifdom of Providence per- 
mits an evil to attend this important tendency ; andt 
commonly diffipation apd vice are mutually and alter- 

fiatel^ 
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p^teljr fanportecL and exported ; though the fame Prov- 
idence gives a remedy in the cafe by fupplying the growing 
number of inhabitants with the means ot encouraging 
infiitutions of religion and education, and frequently we 
find a difpofition in mankind tp devote apart of their at- 
tention to thefe important ohjefts. Where inftitutions 
of religion are fupported and connefted with a liberal tol- 
eration of diflfcrent denonMnations, and where education 
is encouraged with the fame indulgence, confidering the 
very g^cat variety in the improvement of the human mind, 
Vnoer fuch advantages, it muft be very firange^ to find all 
;)greemg entirely in opinion ; and in faft, we may plainly 
tyace the wifdofli of Providence in this re&eft, inafmuch 
9S differenc/e in opinions on religious or political fubjefts, 
if attended with a generous toleration, may operate in 
moUifying difcordant apprehenfions, and extin^ifiiing 
violence of party fpirit. The common differences m opin- 
ipn on thtfe fubjeds have ever been preferved in this place 
VB^ the bond^ oi peace, and a common medium^ between 
the extremes of intolerance, has been invariably purfucd. 

It is very fingular, that, notwithftanding the inhabitants 
pf this town have ever diftinguifhed themfelves, as well 
by thw attachijtient to means of education as to thofe of 
religion, at the fame time difplaying their mtriotifm and j- 
fenfe of the importance of publick virtue ; lb few of their L 
fons were found honoured with a place in the catalogue of t 
the Harvard Un^verfity, previous to the American rev- 
olution. Dirofted by his own fenfe of the importance of 
education, the Rev. John Barnard, by his laft w///, depofit- 
ed with the faid Univerfity a teftimonial of his regard to 
the interefts oiF religion and literature. 

At or about the commencement of the American rev- 
olution, the finances of the town were fuch as to render it 
convenient to them, as wdl as to their duty, to addreis 
themfelves to the important fubjeft of education of the 
riling generation, and lupport an adequate number of 
fidbiools for the purpofe : but inter arma Jileni leges. la 
other words, all inftitutions for the regular government 
of political bodies of men and for education oftheir rifing 
pofterity, mtift be proftrated in a ^3X& of war. 

Gradually 
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Gradually advancing from the embarrafled drcuiAflaii- 
ces, in which the late revolution left them, about the 
beginning of the year 1788, the parents of four or five 
and twenty youths in Marblehead, obferving that xht pfUb* 
lick grammar-fchool and writing-ichools upon ptiyatc cf- 
tablimmeiit there, were fo much crowded with fchohrs, 
that their children could not have that attention of the 
mafters, however well qualified they might be for their 
rcfpedive departments, that they (the parents) concdved 
neceffafy for their making fuch progrefs in literature, ig 
they might reafonably expeft, had in contemplation, tod 
formed a defign, of procuring a preceptor to teach their 
children only reading, writing, Englifli grammar, the 
Latin and Greek languages, arithmetick, accounts, geog- 
raphy, mufick, rhetorick, the art of fpeaking, &c. And 
at the fame time to inftil into their minds^ virtuous amd 
religious principles ; whereby they might become tifi^ful 
members of fociety :— and out of their number they fdeft- 
cd certain perfons, as their truftees, to carry their defigh 
into execution, by procuring a proper perfon for a pre* 
ceptor, and enga^ng him a fuitable falaTy, providing a 
proper place for attending the inftruftion of the pupils, 
and to regulate the fchool refpefting the inilruftiofi and 
government thereof ; and to thefe truftees the parents <rf. 
the pupils were to pay their proportion of the charges, 
quarterly. 

The truftees of this inftitution fo exerted themfelves, 
that about the firft of April, 1788, the ichool was opened, 
in a building of Mr. Jeremiah Proftor, in the north-weft 
part of the town, being the moft convenient place then 
to be obtained : the fcnool having the name of the Acad-*^ 
€my applied to it. 

The preceptor, for the firft fix months, was Mr. Free- 
man,* a gentleman of fuch accompfifliments as to afibrd 
the proprietors (or undertakers) or the fehool a prd^picfl: 
equd to their fbndeft wiflies for their children. Vix. Free- 
man was fucceeded by Mr. Harris,t not lefi accomjdiihed 

for 
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* Gradoased at the Umrerfity of Cambridge (IMbi&cfaiiietts) 1787. 
t Gradoated Kt thfi Unitvrfitjr s^Ebrattenci<medy 1786. 
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for the important femce, who continued in the precep* 
tor's chair fevcrsd years. 

In the beginning of the year 1789, a number of publick 
i^irited perfons, among whom were fome, if not all the 
truftees of the academy, taking into confideratioh the pro- 
priety of there being in the town of Marblehead, a build- 
mg adapted to publick ufes^ fuch as an affembly-room^ 
occaiional exhibitions, meetings of the feleStmen, afTeflbrSy 
and other town-officers, academical exerciies, &c. have, 
with great difpatch, ereded an elegant building, in a place 
now called School-ftreet. — One part of this building being 
accommodated to the purpofes of a fchool, with a fpecial 
view to the truftees of the academy procuring and hiring 
it for that purpofe j gives pccafioii of the whole edifice 
bdng called by the name of Academy-HalL The fcholars 
of thfi acadeiby moved unto this edifice, jurie 30th, 1789 j 
and, on the 6th day of July, there was had there, a pub- 
lick annual exhibition of academical exercifes ; to the ^n- 
eral fatisfadion of near three hundred fpedators from this* 
and the neighbouring towns. 

Mr. Jofcph Prince, a young gentleman of Seventeen 
years of age, having been, about four or five years before, 
initiated in Latin grammar, at the publick fchool, where 
he read Cheever's Accidence, Clark's Corderius, -Sfop'^s 
Fables, and perhaps Erafinus ; and afterwards having beeii 
employed by a fhop-ke^er ; became a pupil in the acad- 
emy, at its firft opening, in 1788, beginning his fiudies 
there by reading Caftalio's Dialogues ; and, without any 
extra and fpecial care and attention of the preceptors, has 
been fitted for college, and was fome time in the laid 
month of July laft offered at and admitted a ftudent of 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, in the Comnionwealth of 
MafQichufetts. 

This young gentleman, the firft fruit of this academy, 
appeared to ^ve credit to it j he paffed the term of his 
education at the Univerfity with difcretion, and advantage 
to himfelf ; foon after he received the ufual honours of 
the fame, he retired into the interior parts of New-Hamp- 
ihire, where he became the preceptor of an academy. 

Having been imprefled in a ferious manner in his 

younger years, he now diiplayed his promifing talents as a 

« Maiblefaead. preacher^ 
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preacher, and was very (bon invited to take ibe pajlmrol 
care of a church, to which he had early devoted himielf. 

But the great Head of the church was plea&d, in infinite 
wifdom, to nip the bud, and check rifing en)eAadons by 
his death, after a very ihort fidmeis, and before he could 
be re^arly feparated to the work of a golpd minifier. 

Beude the laft mentioned, feveral others have been 
initiated in this academy into the firft principles and rudi- 
ments of the dead languages, ibme having completed their 
college education \ and others now progref&ng. 

Of perfons mi bom in Marblehead, inhabitants^ 

and graduated at Harvard College, the number is 21 

Of perfons born in Marblehead and graduated, &c. 30 

Oi another dais, not graduated, ... 6 

Now progreffing in ecuication at the Univerfity, - 4 

In addition to the ftanding fchool, capable of accommo- 
dating from one hundred to two hundred pupils, the town 
has ereded two buildings for publick fchools, befide fup- 
porting other fchools for the benefit of the lower clafles 
of pupils* 

May it be found, that among the rough rocks there are 
Jiones to be fnet with, capable ot receiving a proper pbliih ; 
may light be emitted equal to the lufire of the choiceft 
diamonds ; and the ancient obfervation be verified, 

' S int Maecenates 

Nunquam deferunt Marones. 

Prefent your geniufes capable of improvement, they (hall 
be fupplied with able intbruftors I 

EccLESiASTicAi- Statk.] — ^Thc ecdefiaiUcal afiairs of 
fo rei^Aable a people as the inhabitants of Marblehead, 
merit ibme more particular attention than a general ac- 
count of the pafiors, or the order of the churches. No 
place in Mafiachufetts can be mentioned where they have 
paid more relpeft to the derey, or have been more regular 
m thdr attendance upon puUick wodhip. 

The Rev. Samuel Cheever, their firit minifier, was or« 

dained 1684. He had preached with them fixteen years 

previoufly to his (ettlement ; and (tied in the year 1724, 

K [r«/. vuL] aged 
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When the north end of Bofton grew very populous^ 
the Second Church was too much crowded for the conve- 
nience of thofe who attended worftiip there ; feveral of 
the brethren agreed to purchafe a fpot, and ereft another 
t>uilding. They converted with Mr. Barnard upon the 
fubjed, and it was mutually aCTeed that he ftiould be the 
paitor. The church was ereoed, and in May, 17 14, he 

f reached the dedication fermon,. and fuppofed that Divine 
tovidencc had here fixed the bounds of his habitation. 
But a more popular candidate being invited, at the defire 
of Dr. Cotton Mather, to preach for this people, they chofe 
him for their paftor. Mr. Barnard was hurt by the unkind 
treatment hie received, and never fpoke of it without a 
pathos of rfientment, even to the day of his death.* Dur- 
ing this year he fettled at Marblehead, and preached as a 
coUeague with Mr. Cheever, nearly ten years ; but from 
1719, the fervice was performed by him. He preached a 
funeral fermon upon the death of Mr. Cheever, He often 
printed occaiional difcourfes, and was the author of feveral 
books of devotion, which from time to time were emitted 
from the prefs. Befide fingle difcourfes, a volume of fer- 
xnons upon the myjlery of the go/pel^ another on the imperfect 
iton of the creature ; and one upon the cmjirmatim of thf 
cbrijiian religion^ fhow his theological knowledge, and good 
talents for compoiition. His ftyle of writing is difiufe and 
plain, but warm and*energetick. As a poet, he did not 
make the figure which he did as a divine. His verfion of 
the Pfalms, which he fondly hoped would be fung in all 
the iNew-England churches, was never introduced into any 

church 

* The meeting-houfe built for Mr. Barnard, and dedicated by him, 
May 23, 1 7 14, from Gen. xxviii. 17, was taken down during the prefent 
year, 1802, in the month of Auguft. The comer-ftone of the new 
houfe was laid, Sel>tember 23, 1802. A colledion of filver currency 
of the country, and a filver plate, arc depofited underneath. The in- 
fcription on the plate is. 

New North Churchy built A. D. 17 14. 

Repaired and much enlarged, 1729. 

A tower and fteeple erected, 1 764. 

Taken down pro honopuhRco 

A. D. 1802. 

ft 

John Eliot, Pa^fior of faid Church. 
Laus Deo. 
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dnirch out of the town where they were compofed. He 
could not warble with Watts in lyrick fongs, nor did he 
difcover that he had mufick in his foul by vcrfifying the 
P(ahns of David. 

His knowledge, however, was not confined to theology, 
but he turned his attention to fcientifick fubjects, fiudkd 
mathematidss, and excelled in a Ikill for naval architechure : 
Several draughts of his, have been commended by mafier 
fhip-builders. Such were the amufements of his lofdre 
hours. 

By prudence in his affidrs he faved confiderable proper- 
ty, yet gave tythes of all he -pofleffed. His charity was 
w^orthy of imitation. It was not to give encouragement 
to beggars, nor to act from the mere impulfe of compaf- 
iion, like thofe who liften to the ftory of vagrants ; but he 
fought thofe objeds of the good man's bounty, who mod- 
eftly hide their wants. The poor were often fed, and the 
widow's heart £uig for joy, but knew not where to Tetum 
thanks except to that God who is a friend of the wretch- 
^. Ope kind Qf charity was peculiar — He kept two boys 
at fchool, whofe parents were unable to bear the char|;e, 
which has been of much fervice to the community, beude 
the benefit the children recdved from the generofity of 
their benefactor. By his laft will, he gave two hundred 
pounds to that ancient feat of learning. Harvard CoU^e. 
He left a widow, but no children, except fuch as he had 
adopted. With the property to his heirs, he left to the 
town and country a name better than great riches. 

Mr. Barnard was the fecond minifter who died in Mar- 
blehead, except one worthy gentleman of the Epifcopal 
church, Mr. Bours, who was taken off in the midfl of 
his days and ufefiilneis. Mr. Cheever and he were con- 
tinued more than a century, from the time that gentleman 
preached to the people in i668. The one never knew 
what ficknefs was, and the other was never obliged to 
leave official duties but once, in the fummer of 1746* 

In the year 1762, Mr. William Whitwdl was ordained 
afliibmt minifter of this Firil Church of Marblehead : a 
very refpeftable, ierious and worthy man, of ftriA integ- 
rity and good fenfe. He was ordained the fourteenth of 

January, and was pailor only twenty y^ars. * He died at a 

time 
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time when the inhabitants of the town were in great ftraiti 
3nd difficulties, and needed the advice, friendihip, and con<- 
folations of fuch a minifter, who naturally cared for theniy 
and was interefted in their fufferings. 

Mr. Kbenezer Hubbard fucceeded Mr* WhitwcU, was 
ordained January i, 1783, and died 1800, in the month 
of Oclober, 

It fcems like a repeated frown of divine Providence^ 
that, amidll their other troubles, they Ihould alfo partake 
of this kind of forrow. They, who had been bleffed witk 
the labours of two miniflers for near a century, had to 
ioourn the death of t>\'o in quick fucceffion. 

The expenfe attending the death and reiettlement 0/ 
paftors would be coniidered, by a people leis remarkabli 
for the beneficent virtues \ but a noble and generous fi^ 
rit, frankneis of fpeech and manners, charadlerife the uk 
habitants of this commercial fpot. Fallen from circum* 
ftances of e^fe and affluence, they are always ready tQ 
fitpport the clergy, and pay every tribute laid upon them 
for the good of the community. 

Mr. Samuel Dana was ordained paftor of the Fiijft 
Church, Oftober 7, 1801. 

The Second Church in Marblehead w;is formed when 
Mr. Barnard was lettled alMant pafior with the aged Mr, 
Cheever. Mr. Edward Holyc4ce was one of the candif 
dates who fop^lied the pulpit, and gsuned a refpe£biUI« 
minority in his favour ; who, rather than make ^ diiputc 
in the fociety, parted with their brethren on friendly termsi 
^d erected another meetingrhoufe. He was lanuch efteem* 
^ as a firholar and gentleman, and when Prefident Wadt 
vorth died, was chofen prefident of Harvard College, and 
introduced to that refpeftaWc ftation, A. D. 1737. Hi 
died, A. D. 1769 ; and his chara<%er is thus drawn by on* 
pf the Fellows oi the College, 



'^ Thofe, wJip have fubdued nations and ravaged empiresi 
have not failed of writers, who have recorded their heroick 
deeds, and raifed literary monuments to their menaory* 
But let not the hero— -rather the homicide, who has, in 
rnie day, ruined whole provinces ;— let not the tyrant, 
wito has owed his greats^ to the flavery of millions, b« 

celebrated 
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celebrated in the records of fame, while the patron of 
fdence, the friend of mankind, and the advocate of relig*' 
ion, who has always aimed at promoting the happindb 
of the world, have his a^ons paffed over in filence, and his 
name buried in oblivion ! Rather, let thofe publick rob- 
ber&-^he enemies of their fpecies, be held in everlafting 
contempt and deteftation ; while thcfe worthies, who, 
lUce the all-cheering fun, have difiufed their benign influ-i 
ences around, have their names tranfmitted with honour 
to the lateft pofterity. 

" To commemorate the virtues of men of this latter 
chara£ter, who have aded their part well on the ftage of 
life, is always grateful to generous minds ; and while 
benevolence and gratitude prompt to it, the voice of the 
world juftly demands it. Of this charafter was the Rev- 
erend Edward Holyoke, late Prefidcnt of Harvard 
College, who departed this life lafi Thurfday, about three 
o'clock in the morning, in the eightieth year of his age. 
An attempt therefore, to produce to view feme of tnc 
many excellent qualities that diftinguiflied him, cannot 
but be approved by all, but the foes of virtue. 

** This venerable man was defcended from an ancient and 
reputable family ; but far from intirely deriving his dig- 
nity from that^ which is too often the cafe of many, his 
own worth would have adorned any family. 

*' His natural powers, which were very good, were great- 
ly improved by an education at the College ; and after he 
had received its honours, he did not neglect: his ftudies, 
but profecuted them with vigour and fuccefs, and accumu- 
lated a great fund of ufefui knowledge, in hiftory, the 
learned languages, and the fciences in general ; but efpe- 
dally natural philofophy and the mathematicks, in which 
he was eminent. 

^^ Such a man could not remain long unnoticed ; he was 
therefore foon elefted a Tutor of the College, and not 
long after a Fdlow of the Corporation ; both of which 
ftations he filled with reputation to" himfelf , and advantage 
to the fodety, with whofe interefts he was fo nearly con- 
cerned. 

•* While he was promoting the caufe of literature, and 

prepsuring youths for ufefulneis among mankind, he pr(^- 

ecuted 
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ecuted the ftudy of theolo^, to fit himfelf for advandng 
the caiife of reli^on in the church of God. And aftef 
he had ferved the College for a few years, he was called to 
take upon him the paftoral care of a flock of Chrift in 
Marblehead. This charge he executed, as he did all oth- 
ers, with care and fidd&ty, and exhibited in his life, a 
comment upon the doftrines he taught j Ihewing, by his 
condud, that the religion of Jefus had an abiding influ- 
ence upon hb own heart. Though he was fixed in his 
principles of religion, and openly defended what he 
thought to be the pure doftrines of the gofpel ; yet he 
was for from being fevere againft thofe who differed from 
him in fome things, if at the fame time^ they appeared to 
be fincere inquirers after truth. He confidered cathol- 
iciim as an excellent part of the charafter of a good man ; 
and harihly to cenfure and anathematize thofe, who can- 
not think in all points of religion juft as we do, appeared 
to him to difcover, not only an arrogant difpofition, but 
alfo a great want of that amiable temper, and that exten- 
five charity which the gofpel of Jefus recommends. While 
he was in his paftoral charge he flione much as a preacher^ 
his pulpit performances attrafting a general notice j and 
his diftinguiflied figure as a publick fpeaker, in conjunftion 
with his many other excellent accompliftiments, pointed 
him out as a perfon proper to fill fome more confpicuous 
ii:ation in life. Accordingly, when the Prefidentfliip of 
the College was vacant, in Anno 1737, he was chofen by 
the honourable and reverend Corporation and Overfeen, 
to fill that important place ; for which, as it is well known 
to every pne who has had the happinels to be under his 
care, he was finely turned. Indeed he feemed to be by 
nature formed for the government to which he was eleft- 
ed, having an admirable talent for commanding the refpeft 
and reverence of thofe committed to his charge, and fup- 
porting the honour of his fiation. His publick appear- 
ances were noble, and the afiairs of commencement were 
always condufted by him, with a dignity peculiar to him- 
felf. For flxifl: integrity and impartial juftice, he was an 
example worthy the imitation of all who have any concern 
in publick life : neither familv connexions^ nor the ties 
of friendihip could ever bias nun % and in determining 

cenfures^ 



Account of Marhlehead. 73 

ceniures, he was always governed by the nature of the 
pfience^ aacid the good of the fodety. But though he had 
the ftridteft regard to the preferving of government and 
TOod order, yet he was far from takmg pleafure in punii^- 
mg oflFenders, and often did it with a relufltant hearty though 
for the pubUck good he thought it necefiary. Amonz 
his pupils he always diftinguiihed merit far beyond biru. 
or lortune j and the virtuous and ingenious were always 
lure (however low their circumftances might be) df ob- 
taininj?" his peculiar notice. The difiinguiihing of fuch, 
he jumy thought, had a direft tendency to advance litera- 
ture, and fubferve the interefts of the College, which lie 
was ever defirous of promoting to the utmoft of his power. 
*^ In his private charaftef , he was truly amiable* As a 
hufband, he difcovered a manly tendernefe, which could 
jiot but inlpire the fincereft regard and moft lafting efteem. 
As a Either, he flione in the government of his family, 
which, though ftrift, was ever gentle. While, by a cer- 
; tain ^dignity of behaviour, he commanded the reverence 
..of his children, by the winning nuldnels of a friend, he 
condliated their a£fe£tions, and gained their greateft confi- 
jdencc and tendereft love ; and their obedience, not flow- 
ing; from a fervile fear, but from more generous principles, 
was never by conftraint, but always yielded with pleafure. 
** He hajd a moft friendly heart, and his friendfhips were 
.feftiqg : no turns of fortune, with regard to thofe he hs^l 
once. accounted his friends, ever induced him to alter his 
cpnduffc towards them ; and by nothing could they forfeit 
liis efteem, but by cKfcoyering that they were not poflefled 
of thofe virtues for which ne had taken them into hb 
^friendihip. 

^^ He bad.fuch .^n hpngfty of niind as is feidom found* 

ISSQicjfiever he pafled any encomiums, they were not the 

jWprds of empty. adulation, but the real diftates of a fin- 

xerc .heact. 'Whsjci j^e: told any of their faults (which he 

:AC[^r declined, .when .he thpught it would snfwer any val- 

, a^^i^c P^rpofc) he,dta,it wi^h a^l pbdnnefe ; byt yet free 

_^£^l^the;$^^ ruf):ick, he e^cuted in fuch a man* 

* iier, that k rffiidprn faiJcd pf being well . received. 

-^^..^e :]iK^. aliber^ af^d 

^Ifjsv^u^jw^e.^^ to. the cries o£ the diftrettpd :'\^c 

L [r«tvitt'.] ' "9^ 
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was always ready to afts of kindnefs, and he never dealt 
his favours fparingly. Many of the fons of Harvard can 
witnefs to his bounty, which has often relieved them in dif- 
ficulties, and affifted them in their education. When any 
thing for the publick good was fet on foot, he was ever 
ready to help it forward to the utmoft of his power, and 
when he beftowed any thing for fuch a purpofe, the large- 
nefs of his mind was always difcovcred. 

** As a man of piety he was far from being oftentatious, 
but his whole behaviour was ftriftly virtuous and exem- 
plary ; his attendance on religious exercifes, fteady and 
devotional, and his walk with God in fecret, conftant. — ^In 
fliort, in whatever charaftcr we view him, he appears to 
have been poffeffed of fb many excellencies, as cannot fail 
to attract the efteem of all thofe who regard merit. 

" He retained his vigour of body and ftrength of mind 
to an uncommon degree in his advanced agCj and continu- 
ed to perform all the duties of his funftion, with his ufual 
punduality, till about ten months ago ;, when it pleafed 
the fovereign Ruler of the univerfe to vifit him with a 
fevere diforder, which foon reduced him to a very languid 
ilate, and left no hopes of his recovery. Till about ten 
days before his death, he was abfe to walk about, but after 
that was entirely confined to his bed. Through liis long 
ficknefs he difcovered great patience, and a refignation to 
the divine will ; and we doubt not, that patience had its 
perfe<S work, and that he is now gone from this world of 
ficknefs and pain, to the heaven of reft ; where his labours 
are at an end, and his works follow hinv.'* 

" The funeral was attended yefterday in the afternoon,* 
by the honourable and reverend Overfeers and Corpora- 
tion of the College, the honourable Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives. of the province, a great number of minifters from 
various parts of the country, and by many other gentlfe- 
men of difHnaion* — ^The attendants upon the mneral 
being too numerous for the College chapel, the corps was 
carried to the mecting-houfe ; where a Latin oration^ 
fuitable to the mournful occafion, was dfelivered by Profef- 
for Sewall, a prayer madie by the Rev; Mr. Appleton, and 
the folemnity there clofed with a funeral anthem, by the 

* June 6f 1769. under 
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V 

under-graduates of the College. — ^The corps, preceded by 
the tutors, librarian, refident graduates, and under-grad- 
uates, was carried round one of the fquares in the lower 
part of the town, thence to the College, and through a 
part of the yard, to the burying-ground, where it was 
depolited. — ^I'hus were committed to the duft the remains 
of that truly excellent man — ^Prefident Holyoke : may 
thofe who attended this folemnity, not content themfelves 
'with having paid the funeral rites, but continue to adorn 
his memory, by following his amiable example !'* 

When Mr. Holyoke was elefted Prefident of Harvard 
College, the Second Church of Marblehead proceeded to 
the choice of another paftor. Mr. Simon Bradftreet, fon 
of the Rev^ Simon Bradftreet,* was ordained, January 4, 

-.— — ■ ■ ■ ■ 1. 11^ ■ ■■ I I ■■ 

* The elder Mr. Bradftreet was inimfter of Charleftown ; a moft 
learned man, of ftrong mind, tenacious memory, lively imagination, but 
fttbjeS to hypochondriack complaints, which made him afraid to preach 
in the pulpit fome years before he died. He delivered his fermons in 
the deacons' feat, without notes, and which were generally melancholy 
cffufions upon the ftate of man and vanity of the world. He poffeflcd 
fuch a catholick fpirit, and fuch liberal views of the goipel difpenfation^ 
that fome of the more zealous brethren accufed him of Amunianifm ; but 
the only evidence of this, was his fondnefs for TiUotfon*s fermons, and 
being rather a praSical than a do&rinal preacher. He feldom or ever 
appeared with a coat, but always wore a plaid gown, and was feen with 
a pipe in his mouth. When he was introduced to Govemour Burnett 
who was himfelf a fine fcholar, it was faid of him that here was a man 
who could whtftle Greek. The late Judge Ruffell was prefent, a young 
lad, when Lieutenant-Govemour Tailor thus introduced Mr. Bradftreet 
to his Excellency. Govemour Burnet afterwards fpoke of him as one bf 
the firft literary characters and beft preachers he had met with in thefe 
American regions. 

The children of Mr. Bradftreet were very refpedable for their good 
fenfe and their good manners. Several of the third and fourth genera- 
tion, now living in Charleftown, Bofton, and other places, claim the cf^' 
teem of their acquaintance, for their good qualities as well as honourable 
defcent. Mr. Bradftreet, of Marblehead, was an excellent fcholar j butt 
in the latter part of his life, owing to nervous diforders, was Icfs anima« 
ted in the delivery of his fermons, and lefs diipofed to mingle with man* 
kind. There are none of his fermons, if he ever publifhed any, now t9 
be met with, 

A fpecimen of the claffical taftc of old Mr. Bradftreet, is on the files 
of the Hiftorical Society, a copy of which we here give to the publick. 

It contains a biographical (ketch of a celebrated charader ; and his 
predeceflbr at Charleftown. 

Sactm 



fS A tdpographical and hijlorical 

mm ■ 

ijr38. The paftor of the Rrjft Church, Mr. Barnard, gav^ 
the charge on this occafion $ and he thus fpeaks of this 
gentleman, in a manufcript of his : *^ Mr. Bradftreet 
proves a mpft worthy, pious, devout chriftian, and faith* 
liixl paftor j aiming and labouring to bring over people to 
God, and Chrift, and holinefs ; has the hearty affeftions 
pf his people, equal to what Mr. Holyoke had \ and with 
whom I live in brotherly correfpondence.*' 

In May, A, D. 1771, Mr. Haac Story was fettled in the 
Second Church of Marblehead, in conjundion with thi^ 
gentleman. 

Mr. Bradftreet died within a year after his fettlement.^— . 
Mr. Story married the daughter of Mr, Bradftreet ; con* 
tinued his relation to the church as paftor for thirty years, 
and is now in another line of bufinefs. The church is 
vacant. 

One of the firft Epifcopal focieties in Maflachufetts was 

planted in Marblehead. Their firft minifter was Mr. Mou* 

fkm,* who was fucceeded by PigQt, Malcom, &c. Mir. 

. ___,_,_^__^____ Bours 

Sacrac & fempitemsB Memoriae 

Rev^i plurimum et clariflimi viri 

Dom. CAROLI MORTONI, 

Ecclefia Charleftonienfis Paftoris inftruftifliml 5 

Koc non CoUcgii Harvardini Vice Prefid. primi aeque ac infignitcr 

' in omni Literar™ genere verfadd, 

Viri deniq ; tnm in Anglia, (ubi natus ftiit et maximc floruit) turn 

in Nov-Anglia (ubi fenilis obiit) permultis nominibus celebrandi. 
Qui vita hac ierumnoll probe denmfhiSy April die zi. Anno D. 

MDCXCVIII actatis fu« LXXII 
£r parte fui Immort^ ac nobiliffiifnl in Caelis triumphat : Exaltera 
Tcro, corruptibili fcilicet, in hoc Monumento paulifper quiefcit ; cxpec- 
X3Xi% diim vbcem audierit Filii Dei, qua reyocatus fi morte ip Vitam 
iwif e vitalen) quam gloriofui in etemum regnaliit 

Epitaphium 
Xnclyta Mortinms mufarum gloria quondam 
Et facer Eterni Regis Legatuis Jcfu 
Poid varios ^afus^ poft fiuiera multa fuorum 
Sic cadit th ciheres refolutus ab hofte fupremo, 
tft Domini Virtute fui viftrice refurgetts 
Gaudeat astemisy abforpta morte^ Triumphis. 

,,♦ Mr. Moufiun wias either iht firft or Jecond minifter. In the account 
pf Marblehead, printed in tke Salem Re^Jler, the names of the preachers 
UTS }i$oufam» Yigpu MaJcom, Bours, &c. But the fa^ is, there were 

two 
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BoTiris W4S the fifth miniftcr of this church, and his char* 
zJOttr is thus given in the manufcripts of father Barnard ; 
** The worthy Mr. Bours, of Rhode-Ifland, bred at our 
Coflege, a nlaii of an exdelkiit temper, good learning, and 
great piety ; whofe good charafter gained more to the 
church of England, than all who had preceded him. The 

people 
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two miflionaries before Mr. Pigot. This eendeman, their third minify 
ter, was a confiderable fcholar, and publifhed a pamphlet upon the 6b- 
ftrvation of Chriftmas, December 25 th, in oppontion to the opinion of 
Delaune, Whifton, and efpecially the Reverend John Barnard, who had 
provoked the controverfy by printing a fermon againft the prevailing 
fentimcnt of the Epifeopal church. The writer of this note has read 
Pigot's work with great pleafure, though of a different perfuafion. 

The fecond minifter, whoever he might be, is defcribed in a MS. fre- 
quently quoted in this account, very unlike the Jirjly who was not 
refpedtable ; but this man was both a fchol^ and a gentleman. When 
he firfl came over, he was ever declaiming againft diflenters, but after- 
wards grew candid towards them. Upon being aiked the reafon, he 
faid : ** Before I came to Americs^ I was filled with prejudices againft' 
you, as an irreligious and heathenifh people, full of ipleen and rancour 
agiinft the Churck of England ; but when I had been among you feme 
time, I found you a virtuous, religious, civilized people, and of mode- 
rate temper towards the Church, and therefore I siltered my condudl.'* 
He afterwards removed to Virginia. 

Mr. Malcon^, the fourth minifter, ws^s a man of great learning, and 
bein? originally of the kirk of Scotland, retained fome fondnefs for it* 
He left mis church and went to Maryland : Which occafioned theif 
(exton to fay — ^^ jthat their church was the healthieft church in Ameiicaf 
for they had never buried a minifter, though they had had four." 

Another thing may be mentioned in this note, as it fets Bifhop Gib- 
fon's charafter in a particular point of view. In the year 1727, John 
Checkley, Vir claro nomine in Nov. Anglia, a wit, a fine clafiical 
fcholar, but more remarkable for the eccentricities of his temper and 
conduft than for his piety or his learning, went to England for Orders^ 
and meant to ^x at Marblehead. Mr. Barnard and Mr. Holyoke agreed 
to write to the Bifhop of London, and give his true charafter. They 
declared that he was a Non-Juror^ a bitter enemy to other denomina* 
tions, and that he never had received a liberal education. Mr. Newman 
prefehtcd the letter to Biihop Gibfon, and he refufed to ordain him. 
And defired Mr. Newman to acquaint the gentlemen,, that he never 
would appoint a perfon who was " difagreea-ble to the people in general ; 
but a good man, of a catholick temper and loy?d to the government." 
He had his eye upon Mr. Price, but he preferred going to fiofton. The 
Bifhop of London read the letter to the late Govemour Shute, and in- 
quired of him concerning the ftate of New-England, who confirmed sdl 
which had been written. 

John Checkley was afterwards ordaiocd b^ tb^ Biibop of Exeter, sgoMi 
was fent to Narraganfe^ 



^S Account of Marhkhead^ 

people of the town were fond of him, and kind to him, 
and made him prefents as though he had been their min* 
iftcr. The laft time he was abroad he had feme converfa- 
tion with the minifters of the town, which manifefted his 
catholick and chriftian fpirit. He di^d after a ficknefs ^ f a 
few days, and the Congregational minifters were among 
his pall-bearers/* 

Mr. Weeks fucceeded him j ^^ a virtuous, fweet temper- 
ed, learned gentleman/' 

For feveral years after the revolution, the church was 
defiitute. Mr, Thomas Oliver was then invited to fettle 
with them, who removed to Providence, and was Succeed- 
ed by Mr. William Harris, the preceptor of the academy. 
Both thefe gentlemen were educated at Harvard College. 
Mr. Harris js now a refpeftable minifter in the ftate of 
New^York. 

He was fucceeded in the church in Marblehead, by Mr. 
James Bowers, who was graduated at Cambridge, A. D. 
1794 ; and wh«i the Epifcopal convention met in Bofton, 
May 25th, of the prefent year, was ordained in Trinity 
Churchy by the hands of the Rev. Bifliop Bafs : the afliftant 
minifter of the church, the Rev. John Gardiner, preached 
upon the occafion, 

Befide the places for publick worfliip already mentioned, 
a number of the inhabitants of Marblehead erefted a meet- 
ing-houfe, in 1789, for thofe ^* whofe opinions difiered from 
the opinions of their neighbours.'* 

In the year 1800, a meetingAoufe was built for the 
Metbodijis* 

The people of various denominations live together in 
harmony. May they have no other emulations but to pro- 
voke unto love and good works ! 

Bojion^ December lothj 1802. 

P. S. — In compiling the above, a free ufe has been made 
of newfpapers, fermons, and a large manufcript, written by 
the late venerable Barnard. But we are greatly indebted 
to the Topographical Account^ publiflied in the Salem Regif- 
ter the laft year, written by Ifaac Mansfield, Efq. and have 
alfo received many documents from the papers and man- 
ufcripts, which, by the kindnefe of that gentleman, havtf 
been hancjed to the Society. 
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Bill of Mortality of the town of Middlsborough, 

FROM THE YEAR IJjg TO l8oi. 

Middleborough^ pb March ^ 1802. 
Rev. S1R9 

AFTER coixif^menting you with my fincere x^sixd^^ 
&€• agreeably to my promife to you, I hereby in- 
form, that the deaths in the firft precind in Middleborough 
(which contains about fourteen or fifteen hundred perfons) 
fince the be^nning of the year of our Lord one thouiand 
feven hundred and feventy-nine, are as followeth, viz. 
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Which is fubndtted for the benefit of the IMorieal 80- 
■detv, fromyour's infincerity, 

ISAAC THOAflTSON* 
Bev* JoBH Eiror» D* D* 



J^ Biographical Noticis of 

Biographical Notices of Marston Watson, Esq. 
Member of the Historical Society* 

MR, WATSON was a drfcendant from one of the 
branches of an ancient and refpedlable family, in 
the town of Plymouth. He was born. May 25th, 1756. 
After receiving ?m excellent fchool education^ and beinjg 
'qualified for admiffion into the univerfity, he was, at the 
•age of fourteen, placed an apprentice with Colonel Jer* 
^rniah Lee, then an eminent merdh^uit at Marblehead. 
Upon the death of Colonel Lee, in 1775? Mr. Watfon re- 
fumed his claffiqk ftudies, with an intention of entering 
Ccdloge, in advance, and hjid a<£hxally :m^ade ^range;ments, 
at Cambridge, for that pu?pofe .; btf t the revolutipnary 
war Jiaving then cominenceid, and Qolonel GJoyqr oflfer- 
ing him . a lieutenancy in hip own regiment, Mr. Watfon, 
rdudantly abandoning his literal^ purfuits, accepted the 
commiffibn, and in the mofuth of Djecember, 17:76, was 
aftively engaged in the battles of Trenton and JPrittcetoth 
in which Glover's regimeni bore a diftingui(he4 Iharc 
He was particulariy patronized by Qeneral QbtaJ^les Lec^ 
and aded as his temporary aid-de-camp. Gener^ Lee had 
made arrangenaents for bis permaoentjeflablifhiQent in that 
office, anid he ferved in that: capacity at the battile of 4M[on- 
mouth. But upqn thp fu|r^nfi,on ^f General JUee, btf 
hopes of immediaite promotion being checked) . |ie .rdio' 
quifhed tihe army and engaged in, commerce. }lis ,2(4tivitf 
and induftry were profperejd. He married in 177Q, ana 
eftal4ifhe|d hiinfelf at Marbjehead* In 1 790, fie ..yns a^ 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonel of thecMarblehead rqs;iment,and 
m a.bout three years afterwards, was Lieutenitnt^-Cplondl 
commandant. In 1794, when eighty thouland of ^heiQiilitia 
of Ae TsJnited States were : proyjfioisdly detach^ iinder 
the apprchenfipns pf a i:uptu[re with Oreat-Brit2|iq^.<];plond 
Watfon was felefteid to command * regiment detja^^ij^froffl 
the divifion to which he bdpnged. . 

In the year 1792, he reprcffented the town of Marblehead^ 

Ae fScoeralCowt. 

In May, 1797, he rcmpye4^5lffi Majbteb^ji^Bpfto^ 



Mar/ion Wat/on^ Efqi 8t 

where his extenfive commercial concerns could be more 
conveniently and advantageoufly condufted. 

In this fituation, he greatly extended his biifinefi and 
connexions, and, in the riiidft of a community where the 
able and intelligent merchant is furc to be duly eftimated^ 
he was highly refpefted. His refidence in the town was 
cohfidered as a publick benefit, and the profperity which 
attended his commercial purfiiits was regarded with com- 
piacence, as the jiift reward of drift integrity,* unblemijQii- 
ed honour, and well direfted exertion. To great induftry 
and application to bufinefe, he united the virtues which 
adorn and elevate the human character. He was hoipita- 
ble, beneficent, publick fpirited, friendly, and fincere. In 
his domeftick relations the deep fenfibilities of his afflicted 
family and friends, afford afieding evidence of his tender- 
nefe and worth. 

The bufy engagements df aftive life, never extinguifhed 
that attachment to letters, to which he was prompted by 
the native bent of his mind and by early education. All 
the leifure he could command, was devoted to men- 
tal improvement and attentions to the education of a nu- 
merous family. The Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society, 
from a conviftion of his literary attainments, and his re- 
gard to the objefts of their inftitution, elefted him a mem- 
ber of their Society, April 29th, 1800. 

He died Auguft 7th, 1800, after a fhort illnefs, in the 
45th year of his age. d. j. d. 



* An honourable inftance of this gentleman's fcrupulous regard to 
jnflice deferves to be recorded. About feven years before his removal 
to Bojlon^ a deranged Hate of his affiairs, the effeft of mere misfortune, 
rendered it neceflary for him to feek a compofition with his creditors, 
ivho gave him a difcharge, receiving only a portion of their demands. 
In a few years afterwar dsy when his renewed exertions were blefled with 
iuccefsy his firft care was to pay thofe creditors in full, though they had 
no legal demand againft him. 
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ga Sketch of Major Brattle's 

Sketch of the Life and Character of Thomas 
Brattle, Esquire^ Member of the Historical 
Society. 

THOMAS BRAiTlf:, Efquire, xvas born at Cam- 
bridge, February rith, 1742. He was the fon of 
the Honourable WilUam Brattle, Efquire, and grandfon 
of the Reverend William Brattle,* who was an. eminent 
and highly refpefted minifter in that town. His mother 
was the daughter of Gurdon Saltonstali:, Efquire, who 
was, in early life, minifter of New-London, in Connec- 
ticut, and afterwards, for many years^ Governour of that 
Colony. 

Mr. Bratde received his education at Harvard College, 
the honours of which were conferred in 1760 and 1763. 
He afterwards received the degree of A. M. at Yale and 
NaiTau. 

The mercantile life was the objeA of his early choice j 
in which line he was employed feveral years, in Bofton, 

In 1775, war commencing, and commercial bufinefs be' 
ing fufpended, he executed a defign, which he had, for 
years, contemplated. He went to England, carrying with 
him an ample teftimonial of his patriotifm,^ from the Com^ 
r*ttee of Infpeftion and Correfpondence in Bofton. After 
pending a confiderable time in vifiting the feveral parts of 
Great-Britain, he made a tour through Holland and the 
Netherlands into France; Americans, and the friends of 
his country, were his friends- Accordingly, he was hon- 
ourably noticed by the^rft diplomatick char-afters, as weft 
as other gentlemen of diftinftion. Having, gratified his 
curiofity, in viewing and examining the various objefts in 
thofe countries, demanding the attention of the inquifi-' 
tive, he returned from Paris to London. 

Finding, on his arrival, many of his countrymen con- 
fined in prifons, he generoufly exerted himfelf to procure 
* them relief, and contribute to their comfort. Thefe be- 
nevolent exertions not only attrafted the notice, and con- 
ciliated the aflfeftions, of fimilar charafters in England ; 

[ but 

'* See his character, ia the Ci^efiions of the Hiftorkal Society, for 
Ae/ear x8oo,p. 55. 
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but pleaded eifFedtually againft fome fufpicions of his patri- 
otifin, which had been excited during his abfence, and 
which he fovknd himfelf obliged to combat after his return 
to his na^tivc country. For though poffeffed of a difpo- 
fition calculated to render him happy as a citizen of the 
world, and though enjoyment equalled expe<Station, his 
attachment tc his native land was not dlxninifhed. He 
returned in 1779. Landing at Rhode-Ifland, and refidihg 
there while it was a ftation for a large body of French 
troops, he rendered them fuch fignal fervices, that they 
^were announced to .the royai ear. The French .king*s 
fentiments of their importance, and of the benevolence of 
their author, were, by his order, conveyed, in a very po- 
lite letter from his mimfter in the United States, to Mr# 
Brattle. 

In 1784, the obftacies to his return into his native ftate^ 
being furmounted, he took poffeflion of his patrimony^ 
This he affiduoufly improved and embellifhed j and, by 
his urbanity and hofpit^^ity, rendered a i^eafiug refort botl^ 
,of friends and ftrangers. Horticulture was his favourite 
purfuit. He fuperintended all his plans for amelioration. 
Thefe were not confined to his own property, but extend* 
;ed to the roads, walks, publick buildings, and convenien- 
ces in his vicinity^ His laft labour of this kind was em- 
ployed in direfting and fuperintending the conftruftion 
of a bathing place in Cterles riveiv— erefted efpecially 
with a view to preferve the lives of the ftudents of the 
Univerfity, to a number of whom, at different periods^ 
that river had proved fatal. 

Mr. Bratde's taftc and judgment were frequently con- 
fulted, and their effe&s became fubjefts of the warmcft 
approbation. His humanity and charity gave emplof- 
gnent to the labourer ; cordials to the uck ; and reUc^jf 
to the diilreffed. He was honoured as a man of fdence^ 
as well as humanity, by being eleded a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, of the Hiftoricsily 
the Agricultural, and the Humane Societies. 

For feveral years before his death, his health vifibly de- 
clined. In December, 1800, an incipient mortification 
made its appearance in one of his feet, which baffled the 
art of the beft phylidans. Qe forefaw^ and met with the 

vtmoQ; 
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utmoft calmnefs, his approaching diffolution. On the 7th 
of February following, he expired ; and on the iith his 
remains were refpe<Mully entombed. 

The following fummary charafter, drawn by a gentle- 
nian,* who had long been in habits of intimacy with Mr. 
Brattle, was publifhed in the Columbian Centinel of Feb- 
ruary nth, 1 801. 

** Major Brattle was one of thofe men, who prudently 
choofe the middle way of life. His family connexion^ 
which is of ancient refpectability, and his fortune, which 
was ample, afforded him the advantage of defcribing his 
own fphere of life. A correal judgment, founded in a 
eood naturaj underftandine:, and a liberal education led 
nim to avoid extending it oeyond what he could fill with 
propriety. This cautious mode of condud affured to him 
the approbation of thofe, who knew him. Without vain- 
ly attempting things beyond his reach, he ftudied to im- 
prove the tdents committed to his charge, and, by a per? 
fed acquaintance with them, rendered himfelf peculiarly 
ufeful to fbdety and agreeable to his friends. His reading 
and travel enabled him to place a juft eftimate on the 
world. 

^' Major Brattle exercifed a deep reverence to the princi- 
ples of government, and was a cheerful fubjeft of the laws. 
He refpefted men of fcience as the richeft ornament of 
their country. If he had ambition, it was to excel in afts 
of hofpitality, benevolence, and charity. 

** The dazzling fplendour of heroes, arid the achievements 
of political intrigue, paffed unnoticed before him ; but the 
charafter qf the man of benevolence filled his heart with 
emotions of fympathy. 

" When he was in Europe, in the time of the late war, 
his afliduous liberality, in relieving the diftreffes of his 
countrymen, who were prifoners, drew upon him the at- 
tention of many good nipn. As a compliment to his feel- 
ings, exhibited on that occafion, a fine piece of painting 
was prefented to him, the pifture of the " Man of Rofs,*' 
celebrated by Mr. Pope, 

" Behold the market-place with poor o'erfpread. 
The Man of Rofs fupplies the daily bread.'' 

The 
* Hon. James SidliTan^ £f^ 
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The lineaments of charity on that face were ever contem- 
plated by the Major with peculiar delight. He loved agri- 
culture and gardening, becaufe in thofe he rendered himfelf ' 
ufeful to his country. His table was filled with the beft 
viands, and liis fide-board with the choiceft wines — This 
was a luxury to him, becaufe his friends enjoyed it : — he 
was moderate, and latterly abfl:emious himfelf. In Ins 
death, the fick, the poor, and the diftrefled, have loft a lib- 
eral benefaftor ; politenefs an ornament ; and plulan- 
thropy one of its moft difcreet and generous fupporters. 
Major Brattle's life, as to morals, was irreproachable ; he 
revered the religion of the bible, and frequently honoured 
his charafter by appealing to its precepts as the rule of his 
religion.*' g.m. ' 



JToTiCE OF Ezekiel Price, Esquire, Member of th? 

Historical Society. 

BEFORE the revolution Mr. Price was the confiden- 
tial fecretary of feveral of the governours of the 
province. Soon after independence was declared, he was 
appointed derk of the courts of common pleas and feflions 
for the county of Suffolk ; in which fervices, as well as 
thofe of notary publick and magifl:rate, he remained twen- 
ty years. He was alfo, for a long time, chairman of the 
board of feleftmeh for the town of Bofton. And in thefe, 
and many other fiations, he afted his part well in fociety ; 
until that decay, which fo often attends the age of three- 
fcore years and ten, made it neceflary for him to retire 
to his family. In private life he was amiable, as in pub- 
lick he was ufeful. April 30th, 1793, he was elefted a 
member of the Hifl:orical Society, to which he was a 
liberal benefaLftor. He died July 15th, 1 80a, aged feven^ 
ty-four yearSf j. A </. 
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Character of the Hon. George Richards Minot, 
Esq. Judo;e of Probate in the 'County of Suf- 
folk, AND Judge of the Municipal Court i^ 
Boston : extracted from an Elogy peliverei? 
a few days after hi« death. 

AS the virtues of George Richards Minot were the 
ftMit% of early cultivation, in delineating his char- 
aAer, it fs neceffaiy to begin with the period of in&ncy» 
The youngeft child of refpeftable parents, and defcended 
from a line of honourable anceftors*, he was bom under 
aufpicious drcumftancest. That peculiar tendernefs, with 
which the youngeft child is treated in afFeftionate families|, 
he was fo happy as to experience. From the beginning 
he was an objeft, whp employed the care and engaged the 
hearts of his numerous relatives. On a mind naturally 
good kindnefs has the beft efFefts. Though it is confeffeq 
that many infants have been injured by improper indul- 
gence, yet others have been ruined by ve:^ations and un- 
iduc feverity. The love, which he received from all who 
furrounded him, early moulded his heart to that benevo- 
lence, which formed fo diftinguiftiing a part of his chart 
after during every period of his life; 

In the ninth year of his age§ he w^s admitted into the 
pouth Latin fchool in Bofton, at that time under the fu* 
perintendance of Mr. LoveU, a gentleman of clailical 
knowledge and exquifite tafte. As I was always convinced 
that this eminent inftruder ha4 ^ Isurge {hare in forming 
the charafter of my friend, I enjoy a melancholy fatisfac- 
tion in mentioning his name, and in paying the tribute 
pi grateful refpeft to his memory. 

In this feminary young Minot was foon difHnguiihed 
for his diligence in ftudy, his kindnefs to his fchool fet 
lows, and his refpeft to the mafters. There were con- 
traAed his earlieft friendftiips, which by him were not 

forgotten 

♦ See Note I. at the end of this article. 

t Born in Bofton Dec. 22d. 1758, the youngeft of un children. 

% See Note IL 

/ July, 1767, 
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forgotten tfll the laft moment of his life. Long beforic 
his literary courfe vt^ completed, he was known to be 
the favourite pupil of his inftru^ter, though no boy felt 
iny envy on that account, convinced cff his fuperiour daims 
to diftinftion. 

Tins notice naturally led him to be watchful in his con* 
du6l, that he might not lofe that efteem, which he had fo 
happily obtained. Difcretion marked his whole deport- 
ment ; and even at that age there was a decorum, and f 
may almoft fay, a dignity, in his behaviour, which wajs un- 
common for his years. 

When the important moment approached, in which he 
was to leave fchool, he was not only called upon by his 
mafter to compofe his own oration, a talk which, I believe, 
is expefted fddom <fr never to be executed by a boy him-- 
fclf, and which he anally performed, but he was alfo en- 
joined to affiil: morie than one of his claffifnates- in the fame 
work. 

Thefe circumftances, which 1 dwell dn, becaufe t fuppofe 
that they are not now generally known, contributed to 
form his chafafter j and there were alfo feveral other 
eaufes, which conduced to the fame end. Among thefe 
might be particularly mentioned the good fortune of pof* 
fe^img a father of a liberal education, who attended in part 
<o his iriftruftron at home ; and who allowing no more 
moments for recreation, than thofe which were abfolutely 
lieceflary for the prefervation of his health, kept him con-* 
ftantly employed the reft of his time either in ftudy or 
bu£ne& ; — ^the mild and affe£tionate demeanour of an ex- 
cellent mother, who cultivated with affiduity his amiable 
heart :— but above all, the example of an elder brother, 
Francis Minot, a gentleman of great purity and elevation 
of fentiment. This model of every thing which wa» 
worthy was conftantly before his eyes ; and his higheft 
ambition W2» to* copy into his own character thofe traits, 
which rendered his brother the objeft of the veneration 
and love of all who knew him. Greatly would it have 
contributed to his peace of mind, if he had not been de- 
prived of this brother at an early agd*. But death had 
not power to deftroy the eflFeft of the example j for whilft 

with 
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^ Francis Miao( dic4 !>€€• 1^7741 agi^ :if9. 
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with fondnefs he cheriflied the remembrance of dq)arted 
virtue, its image was conftantly prefent to his hearty to in«» 
i^ire him with fortitude amidft temptation. 

By thefe and other caufes, the charafter of young Minot 
was in a great meafure eftablifhed even before he left 
fchool. He had ahready acquired the habits of diligence 
and fobriety, of benevolence to his equals, and refped to 
his fuperiours, of the love of learning, of felf command^ 
and of magnanimity of fentiment. The principal enemy, 
which he nad to contend with, was a temper by nature 
irafcible. This part of his mental conftitution was known 
to few of his friends ; perhaps to none of them, except 
from his own confeffion ; for before this period the enemy 
was fubdued ; and the ardour, which was fiill left in his 
mind, ferved only to give warmth to his heart and fire to 
his genius. 

The youth of Mr. Minot commenced with tm admiflion 
into college* ; and his condud there was a continuatiori 
of the fame virtues, which he had pradifed at fchooL 
The love of learning, graceful modefty, amiable manners, 
and goodnefs of heart ftill diftinguiihed him. He now 
began to cultivate thofe branches of literature, which were 
his favourite purfuits during the reft of his life ; hiftory 
and belles lettres. To thefe objefts he devoted a great 
portion of his time, reading with uncommon care and 
diligence the beft authors that he could procure. By this 
ftudy his mind was ftored with hiftorical fa^Ss, and his 
tafte and ftyle were gradually formed. — ^The two authors, 
who were his moft admired models, were the celebrated 
Robertfon, and Burke in the hiftorical part of the An- 
nual Regifter. 

But from no fource whatever did he derive more advan- 
tage in the cultivation of his talents, than from the conver* 
fation of feveral young men, at that time members of the 
XJniverfity, who even then gave prefages of friture emin- |P 
ence, and now in manhood occupy fome of the moft im- 
portant ftations in fociety. Thefe generous youths court- 
ed his acquaintance j and feveral of them formed with 
him thofe firm bonds of friendfhip, which death itfdf has 
not power to loofen. 

____^_^^ Thus 

? At Cmtoidge^ Jul^^ 177^ ^ 
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Thus happy In the affedtion of his equals, he was not 
lefi efieemed by the govemours of the univerfity. The 
coJJegc was at that time favoured with feveral inftnifters, 
who were beloved by the ftudents in general. Of one of 
them, the enlightened Wadfworth, 1 may fpeak without 
referve. He was a man of eminent talents, of clear con- 
ceptions, a perfpicacious reafoner, fluent in fpeech, and 
above all, mild in the exercife of authority. In the midft 
of his ufefulnefs he was fnatched from the univerfity by 
a fatal difeafe*. The bofoms of the ftudents were filled 
with confternation. " What honours fliall we pay to the 
memory of fo beloved a tutor ?** They addrefs the gov- 
crnours of the college : — ^^ Do not, by appointing one of 
your own body, deprive us of the melancholy pleafure of 
pronouncing his panegyrick. Let one of our number 
be the organ of the reft, and fpeak the grateful fentiments 
of our hearts.'* The requeft was granted ; and Mr. Minot 
was felefted to deliver the funeral oration. With what 
pathos and eloquence he performed the duty, his contem- 
poraries well remember. They never can forget his im- 
paflioned tones, the deep forrow which clouded his own 
brow, and the grief which filled the breafts of all his 
hearers. This oration eftabliflied his reputation ; and 
henceforward his claflinates were eager to confer on him 
every honour, which it was in their power to beftow. 

Upon leaving coUegef, he entered on the ftudy of the 
law under a gentlemanj, for whom he had a high efteem 
and friendfliip, which were warmly returned. In this 
office of this refpefted mafter he enjoyed a peculiar advan- 
tage, the nature of which I cannot with delicacy partic- 
ularly point out, though it will be underftood by many of 
my auditors. I will only fay in a word, that his c^wn 
genius caught fire from the flame, which burned fo in- 
tcnfely in the imagination of his friend ; and that he then 
predifted the fplendid reputation, which this friend would 
in future acquire. 

His legal ftudies were completed not long after the time, 
. in 

* See note III. 

t J^Jy 1778. 

t Hon. William Tudor, treafurer of the Hiflciical Society. 
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in which he took his fecond degree. The univerfityy 
which had been depreffed by war, was beginning to re- 
vive ; and publick commencements, which had been diC- 
continued during fcveral years, were again introduced-r 
On this occafion he was appointed* to deliver the vale- 
dictory oration ; a part which is ufually affigned to the 
beft fcholars, to fcholars, who are not only eloquent, but 
learnedi. The brilliancy of his diftion in this performance, 
his fpeaking eye, t\z dignity of his air, ancf his graceful 
geftures, are ftill impreffed on the memories of thofc who 
were prefent. 

He was now leaving the period of youth, and entering' 
on that of manhood ; and he was introduced on this third 
ftage of life with the reputation of a correft and elegant 
fcholar, a poliflied gentleman, a man of purity, benevo- 
lence, and religion.. The mollt important part of his exift* 
ence had paffed, in wliich he had eftabKflied his charafter, 
fixed his principles, and formed his habits. What for the 
future principally remained for him, was to gather the 
fruits of his labours ; to cultivate the flowers of claffical 
literature, which he had with fuch alHduity and fucce& 
planted in his mind ; to benefit his fellow citizens by his 
exertions ; and to enjoy the fociety of thofe friends, whofc 
hearts he had gained by his talents and virtues. 

The path, which was obvioufly pointed out to him, 
when he entered on the theatre of the world,- was to prac- 
tife in that ufeful and liberal profeffion, the rudiments of 
which he had fpent feveral years in ftudying* But a cilv 
cumflance, which may be regarded as beneficial to the 
publick, and which eventually proved fortunate to himfdfy 
prevented him from devoting to it his whole attentionr 
The new conftitution of Maflachufetts had juft fcegun its 
operation ; and there was wanted for the houfe of repre- 
fentatives a clerk, who would do honour to a place, which 
under the provincial government had frequently been oc- 
cupied by men of celebrity and talents. He was appointed 
to the officef ; and with his accuftomed prudence accepted 
it thankfully. With what propriety, fidelity, and impar- 
tiality, he difcharged the obligations which he had taken 
on 

* July, 1 78 1. 

t In the year 1781. 
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on him^ is well known to all the members of the legifla- 
ture, particularly to the able fpeakers, who prefided in the 
houfe during that period. iTie records were kept with 
remarkable care \ and through the obliging affiftance af- 
forded by him to feveral worthy gentlemen, who, from 
the want of education, were not able to exprefs their ideas 
in proper terms, a precifion and neatnefs marked many of 
the votes and refolves, in which his accurate pen could be 
£alily traced. I mention this without hefitation, becaufe it 
has been often gratefully acknowledged by thofe who re- 
ceived his aid. 

Being clerk of the reprefentatives at the time, when the 
caufes which finally produced the infurreftion were oper- 
ating, he had an opportunity of being well acquainted 
with the debates and proceedings of the houfe, which 
were uncommonly interefting to the publick. Of thefe 
tranfaftions he xmdertook to write a jtetch, which was 
communicated through the channel of the Bofton Mag- 
azine*, and continued as long as that mifcellany was 
kept alive. In this produdion, which was univerfally 
applauded for its correctnefs and impartiality, he is gener- 
ally fuppofed to have happily imitated the ftyle, which he 
fo much admired. 

At length, when the infurredion had diftrafted the 
heads and embittered the hearts of a portion of the people ; 
and had been fuccefsfully quelled by the patriotifiji and 
fortitude of a majority of the citizens, he planned and 
executed a work of fHll greater importance : a faithful 
hiftory of the whole tranfaftion. By this compofition, 
which was equally praifed foy its truth, moderation, lucid 
order, and elegance of language, he became entitled to a 
Jiigh rank among the American authorsf. 

The infurre<9:ion of Maffachufetts was one of the caufes, 
which led to the formation of the conflitution of the Uni- 
ted States. Of the convention, which was chofen to con- 
fider it in this commonwealth, he was appointed the fecre- 
tary. In this fituation he gained many new friends, and 
his charafter and talents were further made known to the 
publick. 

When 



* For 1784 and 1785. 
t See Note IV. 
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Wlien therefore, in the courfe of years, the office of 
judge of probate for the county of Suffolk became vacant, 
all eyes were fixed on him as the proper perfon to fucceed 
to that important ftation ; and to the univerfal joy of his 
fellow citizens, he was nominated by the governour and 
approved by the council*. Faithful and impartial, upright, 
patient, and humane. Judge Minot had now gained the 
place for which his Maker had formed him. 

The other publick offices conferred on him are fo recent 
in the remembrance of thofe who hear me, that they need 
not be particularly mentioned. Should I attempt to de- 
fcribe the manner in which he fuftained them, I fliould 
only repeat the encomiums which have already been 
bcftowed on tlie dignity of his deportment, his wifdom, 
his integrity, and phdanthropyf. 

Amidft his numerous publick avocations, he found time 
to fearch into the archives of his country, and to write 
a hiftory of Maffachufetts, beginning at the period where 
Hutchihfon leaves itj. Of this mterefting work one 
volume has already been prefented to the world ; and a 
fecond Volume would have been completed, if the health 
and life of the author had been fpared one month longer. 
It is hoped, that, from want of encouragement of the 
patrons of literature, the part which he had finiftied will 
not be loft to the publick. 

Whilft he thus devoted his time and talents to the fer- 
vice of his fellow citizens, their grateful approbation at- 
tended his fteps. Literary inftitiitions imparted to him 
the honours of their fellowfliiplj ; philantnropick incor- 
porations beftowed on him the marks of their efteem. 
Of the Charitable Fire Society he was elefted the prefi- 
dent : and from the commencement of that ufeful affocia- 
tion, he was one of the moft aftive fprings, which put in 
motion its benevolent operations. Its refpefted members 
with warm affeftion lament his death ; fondly do they 

cherilh 

♦ Jan. 1793. 

See two charad^ers of Judge Minot, publiflied in the Bofton ney^- 
paperj foon after his deceafe ; one by his matter. Judge Tudor 5 the 
other by his young friend and pupil, Mr. Charles P. Sumner. 

X See Note V. 

II Sec Note VI. 
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cheriih the remembrance of the mild (Hgnity, with which 
he prefided in their meetings ; and deeply imprefled on 
their hearts are the precepts of benevolence, which with 
ip much pathos and eloquence he taught them in his ad- 
mired Addrefs*. 

His fellow citizens in general, on more than one occa^ 
fipn, tcftified the confidence which they felt in his abilities 
and moderation. He was the man^, on whom the eyes of 
all parties were fixed, to exprefs that grief, with which 
the hearts of all parties were pierced^ by the death of the 
beloved Wafliingtonf* As the virtuous,' however diflfering 
in rank and external afts, belong to the fame family, and 
a kindred likenefs may be traced in the features of their 
minds, in delineating the character of the firft of men, he 
could not avoid defcribing in part his own correct exam- 
jde. The refemblance is fo ftriking, that it has been per- 
ceived by many. 

fiut fame and publick confidence were not the only re- 
wards of his merit. Through the liberal and grateful aid 
of the government and his fellow citizens, proiperity 
fmiled on him. This enlarged his power of doing good 
and of communicating plealure. His friends were wel- 
comed with ardour to his hofpitable board; and his 
bounty flowed in copious ftreams on thofe who alked or 
needed his afliftance. 

Such was the life, fuch the honours, and fuch the prof- 
perity of judge Minot. You love the man, who excelled 
in fo many virtues ; and you rejoice in the favours with 
which heaven vifited his ihanfion. Will you permit me 
to make him ftill farther known to you ; ^d to delineate 
parts of his character, which have not already been paint- 
ed ? It is not my intention to exhauft the fubjeft : oth- 
ers of his friends are eager to praife him ; and I ought 
to leave untouched topicks of encomium, on which they 
can enlargej. I fhall fupprefs therefore the greateft part 
of the thoughts, which crowd on my nwnd. 

The undmbtnding of Judge Minot poffelTed an aftoniih- 

ing variety. Thofe who were acqusdnted with him the 

' ; Idngcft 

* Delivered Wore the Society May 29th. 1795. 
t See Note VII. 
^ See Note XII. 
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longeft can fay, that there was always a novelty in big 
copverfation, either as to fubftance or form. This arofe 
irom his great induftry and inquifitivenefe ; in confe- 
quence of which he was always learning. When vifited 
by his friends, he appeared to exprefs his beft ideas in his 
beft manner. But before there was an opportunity of 
feeing him again, he had obtained the knowledge of a new 
fact, or had acquired a new grace of expreffion. This, in 
addition to the fpri^htly fallies which frequently burft 
^'om his lips, the benignity, the gentle radiance, the mind 
and charafter, which fhone in his face, rendered him \ 
moft interefting and pleafant companion. 

In his company every one felt himfelf at perfe£t eafe ; 
and fancied himfelf wifer, not only from what he learned 
at the moment, but alfo from the ftores of information 
treafured up in his own mind, and of the poffeffion of 
which he was before hardly confcious. For our friend 
had the happy talent of uncovering the knowledge which 
was vcUed by diffidence, and of drawing out in appropri- 
ate language the con cations of thofe, who, from want of 
nfe, had not learned the art, either of fpeaking, or of 
ipeaking ki proper terms. This rendered him the delight 
irf ingenuous young men, who oftentimes have this defe<5^ 
and on that account mife the reputation, to which they 
are entitled by their fcience and tzJents. 

In judging of his own powers, his opinion was guided _ 
by modefty* ; but he poffeffed npne of that baihrulnefi, | 
which quenches emulation, and annihilates exertion. He 
doubted whether he was capable of fome things, for which 
his friends thought him well qualified ; but he yielded to T 
^ their perfuafions, and made the attempt ; and he generally 
fucoeeded better than his fears had anticipated!. Without 
fitting ftill and idly wifeing for fame, he entered th^ 
carreer of glory, and ran for the prize, affured that if hf 
mi&d it, he at leaft deferv^ed applaufe for his well directed 
labours. 

In judging of the characters and abilities of others he 

wae eminently candid. His opinion was, that few naea 

are fo vitious, as not to poffefs fome good quality ; or fo 

ignorant, 

* See Note VIII. 
t See Note VII. 
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ignorant, as not to have acquired fomc valuable branch 
of Icience, For thefe he praifed them ; but never for 
taknts and virtues to which they had no title. He was 
candid ; but abhorrent to his fedings was that counter- 
feit candour, which applauds equally the faint and the 
finner : he has often been heard to fpeak with pointed 
indignation againft the artful and dilboncft, paracularly 
againft falfe pariots and political impoftors. 

As a politician, his moderation is well known, and ha» 
often been the fubjeft of encomium. He wiflied well to 
both the parties into which the ftate is divided : both 
parties would have been happy to have called him theif* 
own* : but as he never concealed or difguifed his fenti- 
ments, it is certain that he belonged to one only. With- 
out denominating it by the exclufive and honouraWe 
title of federal J it will be accurately defcribed by faying, 
that it was the party of which the refpefted Bowdoin was 
the head ; which placed in the chair of government the 
much lamented Sumner ; and which approved the ad- 
miniftration of the late prefident of the United States. I 
afcribe no merit to him for his (pinions ; but for his 
firmnefs and independence of fpirit, he deferved the 
higheft applaufe. 

He was as candid, zealous, and honeft in his refigiaus 
as in his political opinions. On sdl proper occafions he 
openly declared what he believed ; but the truth is, that 
he laid little ftrefs on the dogmas of any particular feftf, 
paying more attention to the duties than the fpeculations 
of chriftians. Humble \ and devout, fee loved God, and 
tnifted entirely to his mercy for falvation. He complied 
with all the rites and ordinances of chriftianity ; and 
though he was perfuaded that thefe praiSices are not the 
moft cfiential parts of religion ; yet he felt it to be hi$ 
duty publickly to manifeft before all who obferred hfe 
conduft, that he was not afliaihed of the gospel of Chrift. 

In private and domeftick life his conduft was exhibited 

to great advantage. At an early age he was united to 

the woman whom he loved ; and he loved her as long as 

confdoirfnefe 

* See Note IX. 
t See Note X. 

t See Nou XL 
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coiifcicnifiiefs remained. Satisfied with the warmth of her 
afiedion, and with the refpeft and tendernefs of his own 
and his adopted children ^ his happieft hours were paffed 
in the bofom of his family. There was he often feen, by 
the friends who were admitted to join the ^harmonious 
drcle, fmiling with complacence on all around him, and 
imparting ddight to every breaft. 

Should I more particularly defcribe thefe endearing 
fcenes, I fliould only aggravate that forrow, which it is 
my defire to foften. For never more will his wife, his 
children*, his venerable parentf, his fond brothers, his 
difconfolate nephew, his grateful nieces j behold his benign 
face ; never more will they liften to his voice of love : 
** cold he now lies in the grave below*' { ; his warm heart 
has ceafed to beat§ ; and all their joys arc remembered as 
a dream. r.j. 



NOTES. 

Note L 

The firft anceftor of Judge Minot, who came to New 
England, was George Minot, fon to Thomas Minot Efquire, 
of Saffron Walden in Effex. He was one of the firft fet- 
tlers of Dorchefter, and ruling elder of the church thirty 
years. He died Dec. 24th. 1 671, in the 78th. year of his 
age, " much lamented by a town, whofe weal he fought 
and liberties defended.** ' 

His father, Stephen Minot, great great grandfon of 
George Minot, was a gentleman of education, liberal prin- 
ciples, and exemplary charader. He died in Bofton, Jan. 
14th. 1787, aged 75 years. 

His mother, Sarsdb, only daughter of Jonas Clarke Ef- 
quire of Bofton, died, " happy in the refleftion of an 
amiable and virtuous life,** Jan. icthr 1783, in the 64th. 
year of her age. 

His intermediate anceftors were gentlemen of refpeft- 
able charafters. 

Note 

* Judge Minot left two children, a fon and a daughter, 
f Mrs. Speakman, the mother of Mrs. Minot. 
X Chatterton. 

$ Judge Minot died Jan« 2d* 18029 and was bwed the 6tb. 
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Note 11. 
Tiie Indians of New England had, to e9q[>r^ this rela- 
tion, an appropriate i^rd^ vhich in the ^aleft of the 
Naufet Indians was iaujhents* It has been adopted by the 
defcendants of the Engliih in many fttarts of the Old Col- 
ony of Flymonth, and is applied as a term of endearment 
to the yonhgeft child^ 

tfote m. 

In the prefent year, 1802, a monument h^tt hten ered^ 
to the memory of Mr, Wadfworth by a few contea^poraqr 
friends, who loFved and hononred his charadber, and feve« 
ral pupils, who enjoyed at the univerfity the benefit of his 
in^^ifiion& On this monument is the following infcrip- 

Huic tumido mandaatur exuinas 
JoHANNis Wadfworth A» ^L 

Duxburgise nati, 
Coilegii Harvardini Alumni^ 

Cujus 

Septem per aimps 

Fiddit^, utiliflkn^u^ 

Tutoris officium pramidt ; 

£t tiaodo aptiffiaio^ facSiimo, gratiflunoque^ 

G^mis praeceptis ac iimituti^ 

Juvenum anixnos in:d)uit, 

Morefque ipfonim amice ac fedul6 curavit. 

Hujus temporis tres per annos et ultra 

Seaatus Academid Sodi munera perite explevit. 

Ingenio iagad et acutiffimo 

liteiis ftientiifque ^nkus - inftru^« 

Etiam facilitate mira fententias impertiendi 

Omnium obfervantizm in fefe attraxit* 

Amicitia ingenua atque ronfianti, 

£t confuetudinis fuavitate facetiifquf , 

Amor ac delidae fiiit amicomm. 

Inter alias virtutes, 

Pietas erga Pareates et afieSio Fratexna 

Prsedj^m^ fuerunt ktfignes. 
Vici tam boni ac vdfis, omnibufque cari. 
In actatepi fenedssi ^pes vitam prfiLduxfir;|t « 

O iFcU viii.] ^^ * 
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Ah fpes inanis ! 
Variolis (illo generis humani flagello) correptus^ 

Animam efflavit 

Die Julii la^o Anno Salutis MDCCLXXVn 

iEtatifque fuse XXXVII. 

Note IV. 

Since the elogy was delivered, the author has had air 
opportunity of perufing Judge Minot's manufcripts. 
Among others he finds a private journal, which was begtin, 
difcontinued, and refiuned> In thefe notes nearly of the 
whole of it will be given. The following extraft relates 
to the Hiftory of the Infurre6tions. 

" The opinions refpefting my Hiftory of the Infurrec- 
tions have been very favourable. If any thing could leflen 
the pleafure* arifing from this- circumftance, \t is the fur- 
prife of many judicious perfons at my performing it fo 
well. " It is well done, as I expeded it would be," is a 
much more flattering approbation, than, " lam aftoniflied — 
who could have thought that he could have done it fo 
well ?" We do not love to think that we once flood in 
an inferiour light, however elevated we may now be, in 
the opinion of our friends. 

" Mr; thinks I have extricated myfelf visfty well 

from the danger of incurring the refentment of the jarring 
adminiftrations, which any improper comparifon between 
them, or decifive eulogium of either, would have inevita- 
bly drawn upon me. He thinks that there are fecrets 
refpefting the mode, in which the laft orders to General 
Lincoln were procured from the Council, which ought to 
be told at a future day : but Governour Bowdoin knows 
nothing of thefe. 

" I mowed the Hiflx)ry to the principal aftors in the 
fuppreflion of the infurredions, in order that they might 
objeft to any thing relative •to their condu<3:,» before it 
appeared in print. On this occaflon I obferved to General 

Lincoln, that I ought to infert the name of , which 

at that time was not introduced, at fome convenient 
place, as well as the name of Governour Bowdoin, which 
was fubfcribed to his orders. The General replied, 
" Yes'' i and taking up the manufcript, " You may infert 

it 
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It here, or here, or, in fliort, any where, juft as they mark 
down /now in an almanack." 

" I fent a copy of the Hiftory to General Wafhington 
with the following letter, 

" Sir, 

Permit me to offer for your peniial a copy of the 
Hiftory of the late Infurreftions in Maflachuietts. The 
fliare, which you had in the great and glorious events 
of America, muft intereft your feelings in all fuhfc- 
quent tranfadions ; and I hope that this little narrative 
will not be unacceptable to you, as a continuance of infor- 
mation upon the important fubjeft of domeftick hiftory. 

^* The difficulty of pubUfliing fefts on the fpot where 
ihty happen, and under the view of the a&ors, will read- 
ily occur, and muft be my apology with you, in reading 
the book. If this circumftance, however, has had influ- 
ence in checking the remarks of the writer, I hope it has 
had none in the relating of the events, which is the part 
wherein the publick are moft concerned. 

^* General Lincoln has kindly offered to introduce my 
produftion to your notice ; and my confidence in the 
goodnels of your charafter has led me to anticipate a fa- 
vourable reception to an effort, which was didbited by a 
love of truth, and a wifli to preferve the reputation of my 
country. 

'' With the higheft refpeft, I am, Sir, &c, 

35ofton, 7. Aug. 1788. 

*^ This letter was delivered with the book to General 
Lincoln, who forwarded it with a letter, which I did not 
fee J and I received the following anfwer. 

** Mount Vernon, Aug. fl8. 1788. 
« Sir, 
Your favour of the 7th. of this month has been duly 
recdved ; and I lofe no time before I acknowledge the 
:)bligations under which you have placed me, by cmering 
i copy of your Hiftory as a pre&nt. Afide of the honour- 
ible teftimony of my friend General lincolo^ the intrin. 



loo GmrAder if Judge Minoim 

fick merit of the work (fo far as I am able to fbrm a judg^ 
xnent from its perfpicuity and impartiality) carries a fuffi« 
deiit recommendation to enfure a favourable reception. 

** The feries of events, which followed from the condu^ 
fion of the war, forms a link of no ordinary, magnitude in 
the chain of the Ameripan annals. That portion of do- 
meftick hiftory, which you have feleded for your narra-r 
tive, deferred particularly to be difcufled, and £et in its 
pf oper poiiit q£ light, whUe materiab for the purpofe were 
attamaUe. Nor was it unbecoming or unimp<»tant to 
enlighten the Europeans, who feem to have been extreme- 
ly iglaorant with regard to thefe tranfadions. While I 
comprdiend fidly the difficulty pf ftating facts on the fpot, 
amidfl the Uvins a&ors and recent animofities, I approve 
the mwe cordially that candour, with which you appear 
to have done it. 

^' I wUl only add that I always fed a fingular fatisfaftion 
in difcovering proofs of talents and patnotifm, in thofe 
who are foon to take the parts of the generation, which 
is now haftening to leave the fiage } and that with wiihes 
for your proilperity, I remain. 

Sir, 

y moft obed* & very hble ferv*. 

Go Wafliingtdn," 

Note V. 
" Copy of my letter to Prefident Adams with my firft 
volunie of the conti^uation of the luftory of Maflachufetts 
Bay. 

Boil;on« 9th. Feb. 1798. 
" Sir, 

The endofed volume of a cx)Qtiiiiiatkm of Maflachu* 
fetts hiftory is introduced more abruptly to your notice, 
than I intended it ihoui^l have been. The dedication, 
being official, is lefs the fubjed of apology on this account, 
than the matter itftUF, of wmch your knowledge is fo great, 
that I flattered myfidf with an oppbrtimity of opening 
mj defign to you in perfon, previous to jftiy publication. 
That I did not do this certainly was not owing to any dif- 
fidilty q£ acodb on yoor fut, aja4 viis ratho: owing to a 

misfortune 
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nusfbrtune than a fault in mine. After fettling with mj 
friend, Dr. WeMh, the beft manner of doing it, an aca-» 
dental deviation from a vifit, which we underftood you 
propofed in town, fruftrated my intention at that time ; 
and unavoidable avocations afterwards prevented my 
going to Quincy until your departure. 

** I beg your acceptance or this copy. The nature of 
the fubJ6A may induce you to read it even amidft the 
many anai^s of importance, which your high office throws 
upon your attention* If, after ^ peruial, you fhall judge 
It not devoid of merit, I have to requeft, that in cafe there 
&fe any documents lying by you, not defiined for fomc 
liappier ufe, I may be favoured with a view of them, to 
enable me to correA any errours that may have arifen, 
ind to affifi: my ftiture progre^. I am. Sir, &c. 

^* Anfwer of the Prefident of the United States to my 
letter of the 9th of Feb. 1798, 

Philadelphia, Feb. 28. 1798. 

" Sir, 
I have received your kind letter of the 9th. of this 
fionth, with its elegant companion, the firft volume of 
irour Continuation of the Hiftory of the Province of 
Maflachufetts Bay from the year 1 748. For this valuable 
prefent I pray you to accept my thanks. 

^* I have read the work with great pleafure. The ftyle 
of it is a model of hiftorical eloquence : the narration is 
vttj perfpicuous ; and th( matter only fuch as becomes 
4ie dignity of hiftory, 

*^ I mould have been happy to have received you at Quin^ 
cy laft fall, and ihall be very glad to fee you at any other 
tHne t but I have no hope of giving you much affiflance 
in your literary refearches. My Me has been that of a 
bird, too volatile to have colleAed information of mucl^ 
2<mfequence to yoar purpofe. 

*^ I hope you wiH puruie the fobjed onwards : and look 
kedt too to the beginning dF our hiftory. I am not £itis«i 
led with Hutciiinfon, though his work is valuable. An- 
EMAi too I &ould duidn: prd&abk: to hiftory, and minuter 

details 
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details even of the Indian wars, than have hitherto baen 
publiihed in print. 

" With great and fincere efteem, I am, &c. 

John A4ams." yournah 

Note VI, 
The Hiftorical Society was planned by Drs* Belknap, 
Thacher, and Eliot, and Judge Winthrop and Judge Tu- 
dor. Thefc gentlemen a^odated with them five others, 
of whom Judffe Minot was one. The whole met together 
and organized the Society. From the beginning Mr. Mi^ 
not was an aftive and ufeful member ; and though he 
^ote nothing, yet many valuable papers were with much 
pains coUefted by him, apd publiihed in th^ Society's 
volumes. 
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Note VII. 
*' 1800. January. I was fuddenly alarmed by a vifit 
from three members of the Committee of arrangements! 
for the ceremonies on General Wafliington's oeath.*— 
Their bufinefe was to inform me of my being appointed fc 
to deliver an eulogy on that occafion before the inhal^tf fp> 
ants of Bofton. I was lick, dejefted, and fo weak as co 
vinced me, that I could neither compofe nor deliver thtf^^ 
work requefted. I begged their exeufe with as much fer- 
vour as a criminal would beg the remiifion of his fentencfc 
I obtained only a reprieve until the afternoon, when I de> 
termined to bring my phyfician [Dr. Dexter] to my aid 
His opinion of my ill-health availed nothing : I was forced* 
to accept. They gave me ten days to prepare myfdfc 
What were my feelings in this fhort time ? My onh 
refuge was in an enthuuaftick purfuit of my fubjed, whio* 
iOimulated what little powers I poiTefled to their utmoft eXt 
qrtion. A candour and mild expedition prevailed throu^ 
all ranks of people, which encouraged me. A like kind 
of attentive filence enabled me to deliver myfelf fo as to lie 
be heard. I fat down, unconfcious of the efFeft, feeliiif ^ 
as though the mufick was at once playing the dirge 9 Ja 
Walhington's memory and my own literary reputation* 
\ was foon aftonifhed at my good fortune : aU praifed me : 
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die edition of my Eulogy fold in a day. The print- 
refented me with an additional number of copies on 
nt of their fuccefe. Invitations are fent me to dine 
peftable companies- My friends are delighted 5 and 
jgh nearly exhaufted by ficknefe, 1 am happy. Such 
the fuccefsful iffue of the moft unpropitious under^ 
.g that I ever engaged in/* Journal. 

Note VUL 
n the month of Auguft, 1796, I Was appointed to 
i State's Attorney for the county of Suffolk, the Attor- 
general being abfent upon the bufinefs of the bounda<< 
ver^ St. Croix. A number of difagreeable events, 
h I Ihall ever recoiled with the greateft pain, con- 
;d at this time to difqualify me for the talk ; which 
confcious of, but could not well decline it. A pre- 
(lion that one will do ill never fails to verify our 
; and accordingly I did ill enough ; of which I 
a due fenfe, and made fuitable acknowledgments to 
evil genius. Whilft I was in the paroxifm of my 
ification, Mr. Sharplefe, an ingenious portrait painter, 
me a note, acquainting me, that he was making a 
Stion of portraits of the moft eminent and publick 
iders in the United States ; and requefted to know 
1 it would be convenient for me to fit to him. I 
r thought fo meanly of myfelf, that I did not feem 
hy to be hung up in a flioemaker's fhop, under the 
vords and dying fpeech of Levi Ames ; and nothing 
ared to be wanting to my difgrace, but fuffering 
*lf to be held up among the great worthies of Amer- 
Accordinrfy I fent my compliments to Mr. Sharplels, 
ked him for his intended politenefs ; but difdaimed 
Lght of being ranked among the eminent and publick 
alters, which he was colleding together ; and ft) refiit 
itting. The chief juftice Dana afterwards called on 
and requefted me to fit. Out of deference to him I 
if it was his opinion that I ought, I would no longer 
jie. But luckily Mr. Sharpie^ never troubled me 
ni with an invitation/' Journal. 

. Note 
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Note IX. 
*' 1796. November. Colonel Dawes and Mr. Oris 
are chofen, the one dedor of preiident and vice-{)refident9 
the other a. reprefentative to Congxeis. Some days beforef 
the choice, -i^— i came to me and £ud, that the Federalifb 
had ferious apprehenfioas that they fliould not be able to 
carry Mr. Otis ; but that he was cff opinion, that the two 
parties would cordially unite in me ; and afked me, if I 
would fufier myfelf to be iet up as a candidate for repre- 
fentative. i tcdd him that the idea was whoUy new to 
me, but as I nioft give up the probate office, I thought 
it would be imprudent. He would not tskt fo fuddeii 
an anfwer, but required me to confider it untU the next 
day, which i did, and then, after confuitin^ with one 
friend, returned him the (ame aafWer, whi^ ended tlit 
aflEair.*' Journal* 



l^oteX. 
^ 1784. i)ecember 12th. Sunday. I verity thii^k that say 
£dvation does not depend upon my believing the Trinity 
or the Unity of the Godhead ; nor am 1 a better chrifiiany 
for enlifting under the banners of Chrift to fupport Ul^ 
equality with the Father, or for afiifting the ofnnipoteatfp 
of the Father in maintaining his fuperioiity over th^e S^ J^ 
than if I fincerely imitated the example of the Mie, aat 
revereiitiaUy adored the otherr'^ ymamai^ 

Note If. |IG 

<^ 1 797' September iidi. The (ke of m:in ki pidr 
t^ : nothing but gf tat powers can raife i)am, wl^ (fti 
dowed with fenfibifity, above mil^. Thefe are not tf 
his option. Application may do niuch tm ^t^^d(^MA 
final! talents ; l»it al^er all they wifl k»oikf fcreeft Mtk 
frooi contempt : :md anplicalion k not always ift a Mriifl 
fower : it k it^f a faculty k£ creating abilities, lit' 
aocence is the only refuge to flidlter mediocrky oi faib 
This is in ev^ m^n's command.^^— — Tet, let «8 l# 
led v-4i2^^ w^e it fe ! Can weakne& be a ma/tdl it 
temptation ? No. To i^efift it reqakes ftrength of nM 
^ command of all the appetites and paffions, a vigilant, in^ 
flesdble prudence. What k the weak man of fenfibility 
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tKen io 60 ? Hard is his lot. In attempting to learn 
courage, the wounds he receives in the conflift jufiify his 
ideas of danger. In fortifying the mind with firmnefs, he 
£nds not deranged materials to be fet in order, but a va- 
cancy of powers, a link by nature omitted in the chain of 
reaibn. Let him addre& himfelf to heaven, impure its 
benevolent aid, and by endeavouring to become good, lay 
a foundation for confidence in himfelf, v/hich may extend 
in time, beyond the particular objeds of piety, and Uke 
the healing bark in the wounded tree, cover his nakednefs, 
invigorate his growth, and multiply his fruits. To do 
this may God help me I" Journal. 

*' 1797. Oftober 31ft. I have frequently refolved to 
keep a journal j but never could be brought to put it into 
praftice* Of what fhould it confift ? Of refolutions and 
relapfes ; of many faults and few virtues j of fears with- 
out danger, and misfortunes without forecaft. Of what 
avail would fuch a pidure be ?" Journal. 

Note XIL 
As Was anticipated, feveral perfons have, fince his 
deceafe, paid the tribute of refpeft to the memory of Judge 
Minot. The follo^ng juft portrait of his charstfter is by 
the pencil of his firiend, the Hon. John Quincy Adams. 

*^ Are you an obferver of men, and has it been your 
fortune only once in your life to behold George Richards 
Minot ? You have remarked the elegance of his perfon 
and the peculiar charm of expreflion in his countenance- 
Have you witneffed his deportment ? It bore the marks 
of graceful fimplicity, of dignified modefty, of unafluming 
urbanity — ^Have you liftened to his converfation ? It was 
the voice of harmony ; it was the index to a penetrating 
and accurate mind ; it was the echo to a warm and gen- 
erous heart. Such appeared Mr. Minot, on a firft and 
tranfient acqusdntance ; from which period, to that of the 
mod: confidential intimacy, our own knowledge, and the 
anvaried teftiniony of indifputable. authority concur in 
aflSrming that every traCe of pleafing firft impreflion was 
proportionally deepened ; every anticipation of fterling 
worth abundantly tiilfilled. His charafter, as the citizen 
P IVqI Yiu.3 <^f 
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of a free country, was not lefs exemplary. The prct* 
founded hiftorian of antiquity has adduced the life oi 
Agricola, as an extraordinary proof that it is poffible to he 
a great and good man, even under the defpotifm of the 
worft of princes. Mr. Minot's example may be alleged as 
a demonftration equally rare under a free republic, that in 
times of the greateft diflenfion, and amidft the moft viru- 
lent rancour of fadions, a man may be great and good, 
and yet acquire and preferve the efteem and veneration of 
all. In the bitternefe of civil contention, he enjoyed the 
joint applaufe of iftinds the moft irreconcileable to each 
other. Before the mufick of his chayacker the very fcor- 
pions dropped from the lalk of difcord ; the very fnakes 
of faflaon hftened and funk afleep ! Yet did he not pur- 
chafe this unanimous approbation by the facrifice of any 
principle at the fhrine of popularity.. From that double- 
tongued candour which falhions its doctrines to its com- 
pany ; from that cowardice in the garb of good nature^ 
which affents to all opinions becaufe it dares fupport none ; 
from that obfequious egotifm, ever ready to bow before 
the idol of the day, to make man its God, and hold the 
voice of mortality for the voice of heaven, he was pure as^ 
the chryftal ftreams. Perfonal invectives and odious im- 
putations againft political adverfaries he knew to be fd- 
dom neceffary ; he knew that wheii unneceffary, whether 
exhibited in the difgufting. deformity of their nakedne(S| 
or tricked out in the gorgeous decorations of philofophy^ 
whether livid with the cadaverous colours of their natural 
complexion or flaring with the cofmetick vraflies of pre- 
tended patriotifm, they are ever found among the profli' 
gate proftitutes of party, and not among the veftal vir- 
gins of truth. He difdained to ufe them t but as to all 
the great queftions upon principle, which arc at the bot- 
tom of our divifions, there was no more concealment or 
difguife in his lips, than hefitation or wavering in his nund. 
So far was he from courting the prejudices or compromi^ 
fing with the claims of faction, that he publiflied the luf* 
tory of the infurre6tions in this commonwealth, at a time 
when the paiSons, which had produced them, were ftill 
vigorous and flourifliing :. and dthough nothing contrib- 
uted more than that work to confign the rebcSion it re* 
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4C©rde<3 to infamy, noae of its iminerous abettors ever 
-tzifed a reclamation againft the veracity of .the hiftory, or 
the worth of the hiftorian, 

^* The community to which fuch a man as this bdongs^ 
<:onfer honour upon themfelves by every token of diftinc- 
tion they bellow upon him. Mr. Minot was fucceffivdy 
employed in various offices of truft and of honour. To 
vice a merciful but inflexible judge ; to misfortune a com* 
pailionate friend ; to the widow, a proteftor of her rights ; 
to the orphan, one in place of a father : in every lution 
which the voice of his country called him alternately to 
fill, he difplayed that individuad endowment of the mind 
and that peculiar virtue of the heart, which was moft 
jeflential to the ufeful exercife of its fundtions. During 
the latter period of his life, his occupations were multipU* 
jed beyond the performsmce of an ordinary man. He not 
only accomplifhed them all with facility, but found hours 
of leifure for his favourite fludious puriuits, and hours of 
relaxation for the enjoyments of fodal intercourfe and 
convivial feflivity. 

** His attainments in literature outfhipped the flow 
advance of years ; in the bloom of youth ne was aflbciat- 
ed to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the 
Hifloriqd Society recognize in him one of their founders. 
Of his occafional periormances, it may be faid without 
difparagement to others, that there is little difficulty in 
diflinguifhing their charaderiflick excellence. His Ora- 
tion on the 5th of March ; his Eulogy on the firfl of 
American patriots and heroes, and his addrefs to your 
Society, from the fpot whence this feeble tribute to his 
meniory is now offered, deferve a particular enumeration 
among the produftions of his mind. He had an ardent 
and inextinguifhable thirft of general knowledge ^ but the 
department of hiftory was that towards which fome cafual 
incident, of thofe which are wont to point the magnet of 

genius to its polar flar, had originally turned the bias of 
is preference. The refult of his labours in this field, is 
chi^y before the publick, and is duly appreciated by aU 
who deem any fuch labours objedb of regard. As an 
l)iflorian, authenticity,, impartiality, penetration and fa^- 
dty^ are obvious charaders of his writings. His narrauve 

is 



|o9 CbgroBer of Judge Mmt^ 

is perfidious ; his arrangemi^nt well delineated : he 
traces events to their caufes, with difcriminating eye, and 
though fparine of his own refle^ons upon their iuiie, he 
ikilfiiUy cQUe& and concentrates their rays u^n the 
mind of his reader. He makes no oftentatious difplay of 
his moral and intelledlual wealth, but gives you the key 
to the chambers containing them ; it is but opening the 
door, and treafures in prorufion are before you. His fcr 
leAion of fubjeds was didated by a vigorous jud^ent,and 
a wdi meditated fenie of utility. The infurreAions of the 
year 1786, form one of the moft inftru6tive periods in the 
hiftory of our country. Occafions like that, dicit an4 
di^ay many of the virtues and vices, accomplifhmenti 
and defeds of publick bodies and private individuals, of 
conftitutions and conftituted authorities, which remain 
latent in times of cooler compofure* The younger part 
of our fellow-dtizens efpecially, will find thcmfelves amply 
rewarded for any time and meditation bellowed upon that 
work. It will give them a deeper infight into the chara£ler ' 
of this people, a more extenfive view of our focial organizt 
ation, and its internal operations at critical times, than 
they could obtain by years of perfonal obfervation. The 
progrefs of coUifions in publick fentiment, until thef 
kindle into civil war, in a country where publick fentt 
ment is the final earthly arbiter of all pubUck meafures, 
:and where the efficacy of obedience is in ordinary times 
iecured by the mildnefs of authority, there reveals a prei 
cious mine, to the fearch of contemplation. There a d\^ 
|zen of Mafiachufetts may learn not to defpair of publick 
virtue, even when apparenthr extinguifhed by the violence 
of party, and the prefiure or diftre&. There an American 
may be informed that our Conftitutions have within them 
a principle of felfrprefervation, beyond the letter of the 
law, which can redeem them from diflolution even when 
apparently fufibcated by the overwhelming torrents of 
faction. 

" The revolution which fcparated thefe States from thdr 
connexion as Colonies with Great Britain, and their fub- 
fequent confederation, have taken from our local hiftory 
fome of its magnitude and moment. Thefe events have 
e^^panded the curde, and increafed the multitude of our 
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civil relations. In forming the idea of our country, wc 
are no longer bounded by the fcanty dimeniions of a petty 
province* The, largdit portion of this Continent is united 
under a fodal cpinpadl, which makes its inhabitants equal 
(eUow-dtizens of one great and growiujg empire. To 
preferve, to ftrengthen, to perpetuate thi$ union, is the 
6rft pplitiqal duty, as it ought to be the higheft glory of 
every American, Since its eAabliihment our hiitory has 
become the hiftory of the nation : and had it been con* 
iiftent with the wife decrees of Providence to prolong the 
life of Mr, Minot, we might have hoped that the period 
which came within the <x>mpais of his obfervation, would 
Jiave been tranfmitted to niture times, with that fimpli-* 
dty and pupity of ftyle and manner, that zeal for the 
civil and religious liberties of man, that inftin£)ive and 
reflected love of virtue and abhorrence of vice, which 
flowed fpontaneoufly from his pen. But before he could 
commence upon this arduous talk, there was a previous 
(haiin in our hiftory to be filled. It was a period of left 
general intereft than thofe which preceded and followed 
It ; leis propitious therefore to the talents and reputation 
pf its hiuorian. But Mr. Minot's primary conuderation 
was the publick utility, and not his own perfonal fame^-^ 
Jt was a labour inadequate indeed to his powers, but ne* 
ceflary to conne<n: the chain of our annals ; and unlefi 
undertaken by him, it might have remained unaccom^ 
pliflied. Of uiis work, one volume is in pofieiSion of the 
pubUck. He was juft dofing the fecond, when the pen 
was wrefted from his hand, by that king of terrours, whom 
the mod elevated human capadty ami the mofl: perfe£); 
human virtues are alike impotent to refift/' 

Addrefs to the Members of the MaJfacbufetU CbaritaUc 
Bre SQciety^ May 28* 1802* 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE EASTERN CoAST OF THE COUN- 
TY OF Barnstable, from Capb Cod, or Racj? 
Point, in latitude 42''. 5'. to Cape Malebarre, 
OR Sandy Point of Chatham, in latitude 41*". 33'. 
Pointing out the spots, on which the Trustees 
of the Humane Society 'HAVE erected huts, and 
other places where shipwrecked seamen mat 
look for shelter, October, 1802. 

THE curvature of the fliore, on the weft fide of Plro^ 
vincetown, and fouth of Race Point, is called Her- 
rinflf Cove ; which is three miles in length. There is good 
anchoring ground here ; and veflels may ride fafely in 
four or five fathoms of water, when the wind is from 
Dorth-eaft to fouth-eaft. 

On Race Point fiand about a dozen fiihing huts, con* 
tsdning fire places and other conveniences. The diftance 
from thefe huts to Provincetown, which lies on Cape Cod 
harbour, is three miles. The paflage is over a fandy 
beach, without grafe or any other vegetable growing on 
it, to the woods, through which is a winding road to the 
town. It would be difficult, if not impoflible, for a ftran- f 
ger to find his way thither in the dark j and the woods 
are fo full of ponds and entangling fwamps, that if the 
road was mifled, deftrudion would probably be the confe- 
quence of attempting to penetrate them in the night. 

Not far from Race Point commences a ridge, which ex- 
tends to the head of Stout's Creek. With the face to the 
eaft, on the left hand of the ridge is the fandy ihore ; on 
the right is a narrow, iandy vaUey j beyond which is na^ 
ked (and, reaching to the hills and woods of Provincetown. 
This ridge is well covered with beach grafs ; and appears 
to owe its eidftence to that vegetable. Beach grafs, during 
the fpring and fummer, grows about two feet and a half. 
If furrounded by naked beach, the ftorms of autumn and 
winter heap up the fand on all fides, and caufe it to rife 
qigarly to the top of the plant. In the enfuing fpring the 
grafs fprouts anew ; is again covered with und in the 
winter ; and thus a hill or ridge continues to afcend, as 
lopg as there is a fufficient bafe to Support it, or till the 
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orGUmfcribing iknd^ bdng alfo covered with belch grafs^ 
will no longer yield to the force of the winds. 

On this ridgCj half way between Race Point and the 
bead of Stout's Creek, the Xnxftees of the Humane Society 
bave ereAed a hut. It ftanda a mile from Peaked Hill^ a 
iand-mark well known to feamen ; and is about two mUes 
ind a half from Race Points Seamen, caft away on this 
part of the coaft, will find a Ihelter here ; and in north-* 
saft ftorms, ihould they flrlke to the leeward of it, and be 
unable to turn their faces to the windward, by pafling on 
io Race Point, they will foon come to the fiihing huts be-' 
fore mentioned. 

At thc^ead of Stout's Creek the Truftees have built a 
Bscond hut. Stout's Creek is a fmall branch of Eaft Har- 
bour in Truro. Many years ago there was a body of fait 
marfh on it ; and it then deferved the name of a creek ; 
But the marfh was long fince defhroyed ; and the creek 
now fcarcdy exifts, appearing only like a fmaU depreifion 
in the fand, and being entirely dry at half tide. The 
creek runs from north-weft to fouth-eafl, and is nearly 
parallel with the fhore on the ocean, from which it is at no 
great diflance. Not far from it the hills of Provincetown 
terminate ; and fhould not the hut be foifnd, by walking 
round the head of the creek, with the face to the wefl:^ the 
hills on the right hand, and keeping clofe to the fhore on 
the harbour, in lefs than an hour the fh^wrecked feamen 
would come to Provincetown* 

The Humane Society, fevcral years ago, evt&td a hut 
at the head of Stout's Creek. But it was built in an im- 
|>roper manner, having a dbimney in it ; and was placed 
on a fpot where no beach grafs grew. The fbrong winds 
blew the £ind from its foundation, and the weight of the 
chimney brought it to the ^ound ; fo that in January of 
the prefent year it was entirely demolifhed. This event 
took place about fix weeks before the Brutus was caft 
%way. If it had remained, it is probable that the whole 
of tiie xinfortunate crew of that fhip would have been 
(aved, as thev gsdned the fhore a few rods only from th& 
^ot where the hut had flood. 

The hut now ere&ed flands on a place covered with 
beach grafs. To prevent any accident from happening to 
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it, or to the other hut near Peaked Ifill^ the Truftee» haV9 
fecured the attention of fev^eral gentlemen in the neigh-* 
bourhood. Dn Thaddeus Brown and CaLpt; Thomas 
Sm^lley of Provincetown have engaged to infpe£t both 
huts, to fee that they are fup{^ed with ftraw or hay in 
the autumn, that the doot^ arid ^ndott^ ^e k^t ihut^ 
tad that repaim are ma^^ when neceffary. The Rev^ Mr<r 
Damon ot Truro has aUb promised to vi&t the hut at 
Stout's Greek twice or thrice in a year ; and the Rev. M^^ 
Whitman of Wellflcet, diftinguifhed through the countf 
for his activity and benefvolence, has undertaken, tbougs 
remote from tJie place, the fame charge. 

From the head of Stout's Creek to the terioiination of 
tha fait marfh, which lies on both fides and at t^ head df 
£afi: Harbour river, the diftance is about thred miled and a 
half. A narrow beach feparates this river from the oeeati^ 
It is not fo regular a ridge as that before defcribed, as ther6 
are on it one or two hills, which the neighbouring inhab- 
itants call iflands. It may without much difficulty b< 
croffed every where, except over thefe elevations. Y^ 
thefe hills^ even during the night, the beach niay be dlfliB^ 
guifhed from thofe hereafter to be mentioned. It lies froim 
north-weft to fouth-eaft ; and is in moft parts coverl^ 
with beach grafs. The hills have a few fhrubs on the-dc^ 
divities next the river. At the ei^d of the marih the beddl 
fubfides a little ; and there is an eafy paflage into a ^allej^j 
in which are fituated two or three dwdling houies. % 
firft on the left hand, or fouth, is a few rods only froD 
the Ocean. 

The fhore, which extends from this valley to Race P^K^ 
ift unqueftiohably the part of the coafii the moft expofed M 
fliipwrecks# A north^eaft ftorm, the moft violent, and^ 
tal to feamen, as it is frequently accompanied with iiio#) 
blows diredly on the land : a flrong current fets along fU 
&ore : add to which that ihips, during the operatioB d 
filch a ftorm, endeavour to work to the northward, thftf 
they may get into the bay. Should they be unaMe t0 
weather Race Point, the wind drives them On th^ ihet^i 
and a Ihipwreck is inevitable. Accordingly, the ftrand il 
every where covered with the fragments of vefleb. Hutt 
thereforei placed within » mile of cttch other, have bett 
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0jtoiigbt neceflary by many judicious pecfons. To this 
Opinion the Truftees are difpoied to pay due refped: ; and 
hisreafter, if the funds of the Society increafe, new huts 
tiill be built here iot the relief of the unfortunate. 

From the yalley above mentioned the land rifes, and lefs 
than a mije from it the High Land commences. On the 
lorft deviated fpot, the Clay Pounds, flands the Light 
Houfe. The fliore here turns to the fouth ; and the High 
X^and extends to the Table Land of Eaftham. This High 
Land approaches the ocean with fteep and lofty banks, 
which it is extreimely difficult to climb, eQ)ecially in a 
fiprm. In violent tempeils, during very high tides, the fea 
^reak9 aigainft the foot of them, rendering it then unfafe 
Cq walk PXi the firand, which lies between them and the 
9cean. Should the feaman fucceed in his attempt to af- 
ccnd them, he mnft forbear to penetrate into the country, 
9S houfes are generally fo remote, that they would efcupe 
his refearch during the night : he muft pafs on to the val- 
ues, by which the banks are interfered. Thefe rallies, 
Ai^loh the inhabitants call Hollows, run at right angles 
trith the fliore ; and in the middle, or lowefl part of them, 
^ ro^ leadU from the dwelling houfes to the lea«^ 

The firw of thefe valUes is Dyer's Hollow, a mile and 
% h^ fouth of the Light Houfe. Tl^is opening is about 
two hundred yards broad from fummit to fummit. In 
it flands a dwelling houfe^ a quarter of a mile from the 
beach, 

A niUe and a half fouth of Dyer's Hollow, is a f^cond 
.valley, called Harding's Hollow. At the entrance of thiij 
V^ey, the fand has. gathered ; fo that at prefent a little 
dimbin? is i^eqeilary. Faffing oyer fcyeral fenqss, and 
taking need not to enter the wood on the riglit hapd, 
at the diftwce of three quarters of a mile, a houfe is 
to iie found. This houfe fiands on the fputh ixM of 
the road { and not far from it, on the fouth, is Pamet 
liver, which runs from eaft to weft through a body of fait 
marih* 

The thijr^ valley, a h^lf of a mile fouth of Harding's 
Hollow, is Head of Pamet Hollow. It may with eafe be 
giiiijigttilbed from the other hollow's mentioned, as it is a 
ride opening, and leads immediately gyer a beach to 

Q iVolyfyxu-] ' ^^^^ 
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it, ot to the other hut near Peaked HiU^ the Truftee^ haiVf 
fbcured the attention of feveral gentkmen in the neighs 
bourhood. Dr. Thaddeus Brown and Catit. Thomaa 
Smslley of Provincetown have engaged to infpe£fc both 
huts, to fee that they are fupplied with firaw dr hay iti 
the autumn, that the door^ arid \^ndo\trs are kept ihut^ 
and that repairs are made^ when neceffary. The Rev. Mr# 
Damon of Truro has alfo promifed to viilt the hut af 
Stout's Creek twice or thrice in a year ; and the Rev. Mr,f 
^Wliitman of Wellfleet, diftinguifhed through the county 
for his a£livity and benevolence, has under^iken, tbou^ 
remote from the place, the fame charge. 

From the head of Stout's Creek to the tersiifiatxcMn of 
the fait marlh, which lies on both fides and at xht head tA 
Eafl Harbour river, the diftance is about three rnUed and a 
half. A narrow beach feparates this river from the oeeaA 
It is not fo regular a ridge as that before defcribed, an there 
are on it one or two hills, which the neighbouring inhab^ 
itants call iHands. It may without much difficulty M 
crofled every where, except over thefe elevations. ^ 
thefe hills^ even during the night, the beach may be dlf&N 
guifhed from thofe hereafter to be liv^tioned. It lieft ffoti} 
north-weft to fouth-eafl ; and is in moft parts coveretf 
^th beach grafs. The hills have a few fhrubs on the-d^ 
divities next the river. At the end of the marfh the beMi 
fubfides a little ; and there is an eafy paflage into a valtej^ 
in which are fituated two or three dwdling houfes. yt$ 
firft on the left hand, or fouth, is a few rods only fr^ 
the Ocean. 1^ 

The fhore, which extends from this valley to Race Poh4 fc 
is unqueftiohably the part of the coaft the mofl expofed » fe 
ihipwrecks. A north-eaft florm, the mofl violent, and^ 1^ 
tal to feamen, as it is frequently accompanied widi fiaGf#i i 
blowd diredUy on the land : a fh-ong current fets aloftg Af b 
ihore : add to which that ihips, during the operation df % 
filch a florm, endeavour to work to the northward, tM ti^ 
they may get into the bay. Should they be unaUe rt ft; 
i^^eathcr Race Point, the wind drives them dn the fktotji 
and a fhipwreck is inevitable. Accordingly, the flxand M \ 
every where covered with the fragments of veflels. HuH \ 
therefore, placed withia a mile of esidh other, have beei «; 
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houfe ftands at the diftance of a little more than a quarter 
of a mile from the beach, weft by fouth. 

The feveath valley is Cohoon's Hollow, a half of a mile 
fouth of Pearce's Hollow. It is not very wide. Weft 
from the entrance, feveral hoiiHes may be found at the 
diftance of a mile. This hdlow lies eaft bv north from 
Wellfleet meeting houfe. 

Two miles fouth of Cohoon's Hollow, the eighth valley 
b Snow's Hollow. It'is imaller than the laft. Weft from 
the ihore, at the diftance of a quarter of a mile, is the 
county road, which goes round the head of Blackfiih 
Creek* Pafting through this valley to the fence, which 
feparates the road from the upland and marfti at the head 
of the creek, a houfe will immediately be found by turn- 
ing to the right hand, or north.. Tho^e are houfes alfo 
on the left, but more remojte. 

The High Land gradually fubfides here, and a mile and 
a half fouth terminates at the ninth valley, called Freflx 
Brook Hollow, in which a houfe is to be found a mile 
from the fhore, weft. 

The tenth, two miles and a half fouth from Frefh Brook 
IHollow, is Phim Valley, about three hundred yards ?idde. 
Weft is a houfe, three quarters of a mile diftant. 
Between thefe two vallies is the Table Land- 
After this there is no hollow of importance to Cape 
Pylalebarre. 

From Frefh Brook Hollow to the commencement of 
Maufet beach, the bank next the ocean is about fixty feet 
!ugh. There are houfes fcattered over the plain, open 
:ountry : but none of them are nearer than a mile to the 
bore. In a ftorm of wind and rain they might be dif- 
xrned by day light ; but in a fhow ftorm, which rages 
iere with excei&ve fury, it would be almoft impollible to 
^cover them either by night or by day. 

Not £u: from this fhore, fouth, the Truflees have erefted 
I third hut, on Naufet beach. Naufet beach begins in 
adtude 41''. 51^ and extends fouth to latitude 4i*'.4i^. 
[t is divided into two parts by a breach, which the ocean 
las made through it. This breach is the mouth of Naufet 
)r Stage harbour ; and from the opening the beach ex* 
leods north two miles and a quarter, till it joins the mun 

land* 
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land. It IS about a furlong wide and forms Nau&t har- 
bour ; which is of little value, its entrance being obftruft. 
ed by a bar. This northern part of the beach may be dif. 
tinguifhed from the fouthern part by its being of a Idb 
regular form : ftotms have made frequent irruptions 
through the yidgc, on which beach gra6 grows. On ail 
elevated part of the beach, ftands the hut, about a ttttle 
and a half north of the mouth of ^aufet harbour. Eaft- 
ham meeting hoiife Ues from it weft fouth weft, ^i&ztit a 
mile and three quarters. The meeting houfe is withodt 
a fteeple ; but it may be diftinguiflied from the dwelling 
houfes near it by its fituation, which is \)etween two fmaB 
groves of locufts, one on the fouth, and one on the nordi, 
that' on the fouth being three times as long as the other. 
About a mile and a quarter from the hut, weft by north, 
appear the top and arms of a windmiD. The Rev. Mr, 
Shaw and Eliflia Mayo, Efq. of Eaftham have engaged to 
infpect this building. 

The fouthern part of Naufct beach, moft commonfy 
called Chatham beach, and by a few perfons Potanuma- 
quut beach, begins at the mouth of Naufet harbour, and 
cx:tends eight or nine miles foiith to the tnouth -of Ghat- 
ham harbour. It is about fifty rods wide. A regular, li 
well formed ridge, which in the moft elevated part of it 
IS forty feet high, nms. the whole Itogth of it ; and, with 
the exception of a few ipots, is covered with beach gra6» 
This beach fbi'pis the barrier idf Chatham harbour, whidi 
irom Strong iflan4 'north receives the tiame of Pleafart 
Kay. A-mife ^th bf the entrance of Naufet harbour, it 
jbihs the mmnfed of Orleans, except in vely high tfdes, 
IJCrhfen the fea lows from the north-eafterh arm of PlcaftAt 
bay into the harbour of Naufet, comidetdyinfulating^^dte 
teach. By thofe who are acquainted with the IhallbMr,'^ 
may be fafely forded It any time ; but ft rangers imift tiejt 
Venture to pafs it, when covered With water, as bdow, 
the channel ts feven feet deep. On this beach, about -half 
way bfetween the entrances of Kaufet and Ghathaitti-^hat- 
b<3fuf s, the Triiftecs have ereAed a fourth hut. The fpot 
fdefted is "a narrow part of the beach. On the wleft, the 
water idjoiniu^ it is called Bife Hole. Salt tnarfh is norfli 
said fotim 6f V It ntbcr ihe beach, but is here interrupted. 

Orleans 
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Orleans meeting houfe lies from it north-weft. The meet* 
ing Aoufe is without a fteeple, and is not £sen ; but it is 
v^ezy near a windmill plaosd on an ele\'ated ground, a con- 
spicuous otjeft to feamen coming on the coa& It may 
be needSary to add that thi^e are three windn^ in 
Orkans forming a iemicirde, that the mill referred to is 
Dn the right hand, or north^eait point, and that the mffl 
in the middle point of the femicircle Hands on ftill higher 
jgrotind. The meeting houfe of Chatiiam is fituated from it 
feuth weft* This meeting houfe is alfb without a fleepk, 
«md is omceaied by Great Hill, a noted land mark. The 
hill ^qppears with two funnnits, which are a quarter of a 
mile apart. Th^ hut lies eail from Sampfon's ifland in 
Pteafant bay, Timothy Bafcom, £f<|. of Orleans has un- 
dertaken to infpeft this hut. 

Left feaman iliould m^ this hut, by ibildng to the 
teeward of it, the Tniftees have ereded another on the 
lame beadi. It ftands a mile north of the mouth of Chat« 
ham harbour, eaft of the meeting houfe, and qppofite the 
town. 

Another fpbt pn the &me beach wt>uld be a proper iitu* 
Ition for a hut. It is north of the fourth hut, and eaft of 
the middle of Fochet ifland. The highdl part of the 
ridge is near it, fouth. A break in the ridge, over which 
the fea appears fometimes to have flowed, divides this high 
part from the northern portion of the beach* 

On the beach of Cape Malebarre, or the Sandy Point 
of Chatham, theTruftees have built a fixth hut. This 
htasSti ftr^(!hes from Chatham, ten miles into the fea, to^ 
wards 'Nantudsiet ; and is from a quarter to three quarters 
of a mile in breadth. It is continually gsdning fouth ; 
ttbove three miles have been added to it during the paft 
fifty years. On the eaft fide of the beach is a curve in 
the mote, called Stewart's Bend, where veffds may anchor 
with fifety, in three or four fathoms of water, when the 
^j^d blawi^ from north to fouth-^^^. North of the Bend 
there are "feveral bars and fhoals, A little bdow the mid- 
ciDelof the beach, on the weft fide, is Wreck Gove, which 
i& kiaVigaUe for boats only. The hut Aands two himdred 
yards mim the ocean, feuth-^ frdm the entrance of 
Wredc: €(^e9-a'-hfl3f«i)f^ -m • Between the mouth of the 

Cove 
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Cove ud hut, is Stewart's Knoll, an devated part of the 
beach. The diftance of the hut from the commencement 
of the beach is fix miles, and from its termination four. 
Great Hill in Chatham bears north by weft, ^ftant fix 
miles ; and the fouth end of Morris's iiland, which is on 
the weft fide of the beach, north by eaft, diftant four miles. 
Richard Sears, £fq. of Chatham has engaged to vijGlt the 
two laft mentioned huts. 

Two miles below the fixth hut is a fiihing houfe, built 
of thatch, in the form of a wigwam. It ftands on the weft 
fide of the beach, a quarter of a mile from the ocean. An- 
nually in September it is renewed ; and generally remains 
in tolerable prcfervation during the winter. 

Another Ipot, a few rods from the fea, four miles fouth 
from the commencement of the beach, and a half of a mile 
north of the head of Wreck Cove, would be a proper fitu- 
ation for a hut. A little fouth of this fpot, in ftorms and 
very high tides, the fea breaks ov^ from the ocean into 
Wreck Cove. 

Cape Malebarre beach may be diftinguiihed from the two 
beaches before defcribed, not only by its greater breadth^ 
but alfo by its being of a leis regular form. It is not {q 
well covered with grals as Chatham beach. From Stew- 
art's Knoll, fouth, to the extremity, it is loweft in the mid-» 
die. In this valley, and in other low places, frefh water 
may be obtained by digging two feet into the fand. The 
iamd thing is true of l^uiet and Chatham beaches. 

The fix huts, the fituation of which has thus been points 
ed out, are all of one fize and fliape. Each hut ftands on 
piles, is eight feet long, eight feet wide, and feven feet 
high ; a Aiding door is on the fouth^ a Aiding fiiutter ott 
the weft, and a pole, rifing fifteen feet above the top of the 
building, on the eaft. Within, it is fuppUed either with 
ftraw or hay \ and is farther accommodated with a bench. 

The whole of the coaft, from Cape Cod to Cape Male- 
barre, is landy, and free from rocks. Along the fliore, at 
the diftance of a haUF of a mile, is a bar ; which is cgUed 
the Outer Bar, becaufe there are fmaUer bars within it, per- 
petually varying. This outer bar is feparated into many 
parts by guzzles, or fmall channels. It extends to Chat-> 
ham \ and as it proceeds fouthward, gradually approaches 
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the fhore and grows more (hallow. Its general depth at 
high water is two fathoms, and three rathoms over the 
ruzzles ; and its leaft diftance from the ihore is about a 
nirlonz. OflF the mouth of Chatham harbour there are 
bars whidi reach three quarters of a mile ; and o£F the en- 
trance of Naufet harbour the bars extend a half of a mile. 
Large,- heavy (hips ftrike on the outer bar, even at high 
"water ; and their fragments only reach the ihore. But 
fmaller veflels pafs over it at full fea ; and when they 
touch at low water, they beat over it, as the tide rifes, and 
foon come to the laiid. If a veflel be caft away at low wa- 
ter, it ought to be left with as much expedition as poflible ; 
becaufe the fury of the waves is then checked, in fome 
meafure, by the bar ; and becaufe the veflel is generally 
broken to pieces with the rifing flood. But (bimen, (hip- 
wrecked at full fea, ought to remain on board till near low 
water ; for the veflel does not then break to pieces ; and 
by attempting to reach the land before the tide ebbs away^ 
they are in great danger of being drowned. On this fub< 
jeft there is one opinion only among judicious mariners. 
It may be nece£^uy however to remind them of a truth, 
of which they have full convifdon, but which, amidft the 
ai^tation and terrour of a fiorm, they too frequendy forget. 

r. J. 
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Description of Sandwich, in the County of Barn- 
stable. 1802. By Wendell Davis, Esquire. 

SANDWICH is a poft town, fituate on the wefterly 
part of Cape Cod. The original grant of the town- 
jhip was from the Old Colony of Plymouth, in the year 
1639. 

llie court of afliftants having aflembled at Plymouth 
in the year 1685, ^^^ ^^ being then reprefented to (aid 
court, tbzt Mr. William Bradrord and his afibciates had 
previoudygranted liberty to Mr. Edmund Freeman, Hen- 
TV Feak, Inomas Dexter, and others, to eflabli(h a planta^ 
tion, fince called Sandwich, in this government, the (ame 
grant was then confirmed, under the (ignature of Govern- 
our Hindde^, to the above-named grantees, thdr heirs 
and afligns forever. 

^ The 



Defiripiim of Simdwkl^ 

'Vbc boundariea of the townfiiip are. defcribed in. that 
infbumeiit in the foUdwing maimer : " Beginning, wefl>: 
crly, by the dividing line between the town o£ Plymouth 
and the laid town of Sandwich, and on the eaft by the line 
which divides the town laft mentioned from the town of 
Barnftable, which runs north-£aft to the fba ;: and fouth- 
weft into the woods ; and is. bounded northerly by the 
£ea ; foutherly partly by the dividing line between them 
and Suckafiufilett and partly by the Indians' land, accord- 
ing to the known ^d accufiomed boundaries/' It ap 
pears that the perfbns, employed in running thefe Iines» 
were Capt. Miles Standijh and Mr. yobn Alden^ characters 
well known in the early hiftory of this countryrf 

The quality of the foil in the extreme part^ of this 
townihip i& generally light aiid unprodufdve ; yielding 
however a large quantity of pine wood, interfper&d with 
oak, which of late years have aflumed coniiderable value 
from the growing, fcarcity of that artide in other towns 
difiant, where it irequendy is vended. One of the firft 
natural advantages of this townfbip coniifls in the cxten<« 
jive trads of wood land, which are found vHithin its IiButs. 

The traveller on the publick road from Plymouth to 
Sandwich would probably be often induced, from the (am 
dy condition of the roads, and/ the unfettled ftate of the 
eeuntiy, to anticipate with fome fc^ci^ude the elofe of 
his pilgrimage. To thofe, however, who love to cheriik 
the remembrance of " the days of ' old," the view of the 
facrifice rocks in his vt^ay, which the untutored Indian, in 
compliance with a religious ufage, has covered virith pipie 
knots and broken pieces of wood, may afford fome rdiof 
to beguile the folitude of his ride. Clam^Pudding Pmd^ 
another objeft of attention to the antiquarian traveUcEy 
will alfo preient itfelf to his view, where our anceftors, in 
travelling from the Cape to Plymouth,, ufed to lit and 
regale themielves with clams and pudding, the fiafds 
diihes of thofe primitive times. After riding through a 
body of wood, twelve miles in extent, interq)er{cd with j 
but few houfes, the fettlement of SartdwUh a[^ars with a 
more agreeable effed to the eye pf the travdler. 

The firft group of houfes, after leaving the woods, is 
called after the Indian name of Scujfett ; and the brook 
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through which the traveller muft pafs^n going through Scuf'- 
fettj is in the courfe of the long contemplated canal acrofs the 
ifthmus of Cape Cod. The quality of the foil upon the 
eaft fide of the road, extending to Barnftable line, is good, 
well cultivated, and produdive. On the weft fide, it is 
£ur le& fd. 

About three miles from Scujett is the callage of Sand- 
wich^ It is embellifhed with a large and beautiful pond of 
water in its centre, and a fall of water, on which are fitu- 
ated a grifl-mill and fulling-mill that are fupplied from an 
inexhauftible fountain* This fiream fhapes its courfe to 
the fea, fertilizing the lands and meadows through which 
it paffes. Round this pond ftand the principal houfes of 
the village, together with a number or {hops for the dif- 
ferent mechanick arts. The meeting houfe of the firfl 
'OTtcindi and a handfome academy occupy two neighbour- 
uig eminences. There are two publick inns in this village, 
wmch are excelled by few, if any, in the State. 

Proceeding further eaftward, the next group of houfes 
is at a place called Spring HilL Here is fituated the meet- 
ing houfe of the Friends, who conftitute a confiderably 
numerous and refpeftable cla& of the inhabitants. 

The employment of the people on this fliore is both 
niaritime and agricultural* The town in its general char- 
after is more agricultural, however, than otherwife, and 
more fo than any other in the county. The inhabitants 
in general are fubftantial livers. From their vicinity to 
the fea, they are enabled to draw a confiderable portion of 
their fubfiftence from its bofom. They generally occupy 
fniall fiurms, and till them to the bed advantage, and with 
£ir lefs labour than a flubborn foil would require. All 
forts of grain are raifed with facility, and on fpots of 

f round apparently the mofl unpromifing to the eye of the 
ufbandman ; rdfulting perhaps from the contiguity of 
the foil to the humid atmofphere of the fea. The great 
extent and excellence of the meadows and marfhes in this 
place is a great fource of wealth and improving hulbandry. 
By means of them, they are enabled to keep large fiocks 
of cattle in the \vinter, and food for their fubuiience 
through the remainder of the year, if neceffary. It is 
computed that about one hundred loads of fait hay are 
R IFoL y'm.'] annually 
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"llie boundaries of the townCbip aie defcribed in that 
jnftrument in the following manner : " Be^nning, wdfe 
criy, by the dividing line between the town of Plymouth 
and the iaid town of Sandwich, and on the eaft by the fine 
which divides the tou'n laft mentioned from the town of 
Barnftable, which runs north-eaft to the fea ; and fouth« 
wxft into the woods ; and is bounded northerly by the 
fea ; foutherly partly by the dividing line between them 
and Suckanuiktt and partly by the Indians' land, accord* 
ing to the known and accufiomed boundaries/' it apt 
pears that the peribns, employed in running thefe lines, 
were Capt. Mi/es Standijh and Mr. yobn Alden^ characlen 
well known in the early hiftory of this country^ 

The quality of the foil in the extreme pafft$ of thii 
townfliip 19 generally light and unprodufiive ; yidbc&ig 
however a large quantity of pine wood, interfper&d wiu 
oak, which or late years have aflumed confiderable ^lahe 
from the growing fcarcity of that artide in other towns 
diftant, where it frequently is vended. Oslb of the firft 
natural advantages of this townibip confifis in the exteof 
£vc tra^s of wood land, which arc found wifihin its limitBi 

The traveller on the publick road from Hymcnith to 
Sandwich would probably be often induced, from the (aa* 
dy condition of the roads, and/ the unfettled ftate of the 
country, to anticipate with fome fdykitttde the elofe ^ 
his pilgrimage. To thofe, however, who love to cheriA 
the remembrance of " the days of old,** the view of the i., 
facrifice rocks in his way, which the untutored In^an, in L 
compliance with a religious ufage, has covered with pmi^ I 
knots and broken pieces of wood, may afford fbme r^ \l 
to beguile the foKtude of his ride. Clam-Pudding i\i4 
another objeft of attention to the antiquarian travcik^ 
will alfo preient itfelf to his view, where our ancdtors, in 
traveUin? from the Cape to Plymouth,, ufed to fit aiii 
regale themfelves with clams and pudding, the 9a^ 
dilhes of thofe primitive times. After riding throu^ f 
body of wood, twelve miles in extent, intei^erfed vritk 
but few houfes, the fettlement of Sandwich af^ars with i 
more agreeable eflfed to the eye of the traveHer. 

The firft noup of houfes, after leaving the woods, il 
called after the Indian name of Scufett ; and dh^ brook 

through 



mi 

Ha 
til. 

X 

h 

of 



D^/cfiptm of Sandioich. 123 

U3Ssiihit^tnts would be rapidly furnifhed. Real property 
lituated on its borders would be greatly enhanced in value* 
Confiant markets and an eafy tranfportation of wood, 
which is the ftaple. article of bufinels, would be obtained. 
Ware houfes would probably foon be ered:ed on its 
banks % and a trade between the fouthern ajid northern 
States facilitated, calculated to confer immenfe advajatages 
jon the vicinity of fuch a channel of communication. K, 
/rom this partial and local confideration of the fubjed, wc 
extend our thoughts to the aggregate of national bleffines, 
which would attend its execution, both as it refpeds the 
prefervation of life ;aLnd p?:operty, our ideas of its impor- 
tance and utility would become infinitely enhanced. There 
have been repeated furveys of the ground through which 
the propofed canal would probably pafs, under the immC" 
diate eye of publick committees for that purpofe. The 
documents accompanying their rqports will be far more 
correA data, on which to found an enlightened opinion 
j-elative to the prafticability of this enterprife, than any 
information within the knowledge of the writer of this 
paper. A more recent furvey however, which was promp- 
ted by the reward of private benefadion, has been made 
under the direction of Mr. Bachellor^ a man of reputed 
knowledge and experience in works of this nature, which 
imprefled the mind of the undertaker with a favourable 
idea of its pradlicability and fuccefs. At the time the laft 
ftirvey was taken, the proprietors of land generally came 
forward and exprefied their difpofitions to give them to 
thepubUck towards accompliihing fo important an obje<ft. 
Tnerc are fcyeral inlets in the town, which form fafe, 
and in fome infUnceSt commodious harbours, viz. at Po- 
paflett, Monumet, Scuflett, Spring Hill, and the Town Har* 
bour, fp called. The Town Harbour is about a mile and 
a half below the meeting houfe of the firft precind. It is 
a fmall and irregular inlet, capable of receiving only veflels 
of fmall tonnage. Thefe veuels are prindpafiy employed 
|n the coafiing bufinefs to Bofton and the eaftern ihore. 
Wood is the principal article of tranfportation. The fifhe^ 
ries have been repeatedly attempted, but never with gen* 
era! fuccefi. This line of bufinefs has always been profe- 
cuted with more advantage in the eaftern than in the 

weftern 
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weftem part of the county. About thirty fail of n)eJfeU 
conftitute the whole navigation of the place. 

Some of the enterprifing inhabitants haye of late turned 
their attention to the manufadure of fait by the rays of 
the fun on the lands near the fea ihore. It has been efti- 
mated that a capital of above a hundred and thirty thou- 
fand dollars is dready veiled in this kind of property iil 
the feveral towns withm the county of Barnfiahle, Several 
patents for improved modes of building the works have 
been obtained by ingenious individuals on the Cape. The 
net profits upon this manufadure of fait is by general 
efiimation twenty-five per cent upon the capital employed 
When the fuccefe, \«dth the fecurity and permanency of 
this {pedes of property is confidered, together with the 
handlome income it will always probibly yield from the 
extenfive demand of this important article, we may rea- 
fonably exped that this branch of bufineis will become an 
increafing fource of opulence to this portion of the Com* 
monwealth. The iklt is remarkably pure and white, and 
the Glauber falts are recommended as of the beft quality. 

It is much to be lamented that the landholders in the 
county have not beftowed more attention to the cultiva- 
tion of trees^ Befide the beauty and worth they confer 
on any country, they would be of Angular advantage to 
this Cape, by defending the foil from the inroads of driv- 
ing wind and fands. More trees are however to be found 
in Sandwich than in other parts of the county. Some 
orchards fiicceed here extremely well. One cider prefi 
in Sandwich is the only one known to the writer on this 
Cape. From the peculiarity of our local fituation, the 
fruit trees are always expofed in the fpring to rude and 
fevere blafls. By giving the orchards a more northern or 
caftern afpeft, and retarding the early bloflbming of the 
trees, the prefervation of fruit from thefe untimely blafts 
would probably be greatly prevented. 

By the late cenfus, the enumeration of the inhabitants 
flood at two thoufand and twenty-four fouls ; houfes, at 
two hundred and ninety-fix. The town may be confidered 
as favourable to longevity. — ^The table of mortality annex- 
ed to this dcfcription wifl confirm this obfervation. 

The 
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The ecdefiaftical hxftory of this place cannot be fully giy* 
en for want of chnrch memoranda. The records of the 
Firft Congregatiohal Ghurch, previous to the ordination of 
the Rev. Roland Cotton, are loft. He was ordained No- 
vember 28, 1694, and died March 18, 1721^2, O. S. The 
Rev. Benjamin Fcflfenden was ordained September 12, 
1722, and died in the miniftry Auguft 8, 1746. Rev. 
Abraham Williams was ordained June 14, 17499 and died 
in the miniftry Auguft, 1784. Rev. Jonathan Burr, the 
prefent paftor, was ordained April i8, 1787, 

The inhabitants of Sandwich generally manifeft a foikd 
and fieady adherence to the manners, employments, and 
modes of living, which charadierized Uxdr fathers ; a re- 
iemblance, which at this day, vnSk conftitute no impeach- 
ment of either their virtue or tafte. 

Bill of mortality for the Firft Con^egational Society in 
Sandwich^ from January i, 1790, to January i, i8oo* 

Tears. Number of Deaths^ 

1790 * - - - a4 

1791 - - • - 19 

1792 - - - - 12 

1793 . - - - 22 

1794 . • - - 26 

1795 • . • . 19 

1796 • • - . ^g 

1797 . . . , 13 

179^ * -^ - .1; 6 

1799 m • Pi - r - 10 



Total number of deaths In to years, 184 



The average number of deaths in a year. Is 1 8,-;^ 

^ SuTOofing the number of fouls to be 15009 the propor« 
tion of deaths is as i to 8 1^* 

Of 
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Qfthe above number, 31 died before the end of the firft 
year* 18 between f and 5 years. 
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Farther deduSims. 
From the above, it appears that the proportion of thofe 
who live 90 years and upwards is nearly as i to 30 
80 

60 precifely 

SO 

40 

3^ 

20 

Confiderably more tfa^ one half of the above one hunt 
dred and ei^hty-four lived between 10 and 20 years. 

The following table exhibits the number of inhabitants 
in Sandwich at four different periods. 

In i7(S4 1449 inhabitants (including 73 In^ans) 

1776 1912 

1790 1991 

1800 2024 
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NoTB ON Falmouth, in the County of Barnsta- 

BL£. September, 1802. 

FALMOUTH is fituated in latitude 4I^33^N. and 
lon^tude 70° * 35'. W. from Green^^ch. It is bound- 
ed on the north, by Sandwich ; on the eaft, by Maflqiee, 
from which it is feparated in part by Waquoit bay ; cm 
the fouth^ by Vineyard found ; and on the weft, by 
Buzzard's bay« The length, north and fouth, is ten 
miles ; and the breadth, ^ft and weft, fix. The diftance 
of the principal meeting houfe from Bofton is feventy« 
eight mUes* 

A chain of hiUs, which is continued from Sandwich, 
runs on the weft fide of the townfliip, at no great diftance 
from Buzzard's bay, and terminates at Woods' hole. The 
reft of the land is remarkably leveL The foil is thin, but 
fujperiour in quality to the light lands in the eaftem part 
of the county. It produces Indian corn, rye, oats, and % 
finall quantity of wheat and barley. More Englifh hay is 
cut here than in any other townfliip of the county. The 
{alt marflies, when compared with thofe of Bamftable and 
Sandwich are not extenfive. They yield, however, about 
five hundred tons of hay.r 

A foreft, confifting of pitch pines and a few oaks, i9 
fituated between the villages of Falmouth and Sandwich. 
One of the beft roads in New England, it being hard, 
level, and free from ftones, pafies tbrouj^h it. A fecond 
road branches from this, and leads through Maflipee to 
Bamftable. A tlurd road turns off from the fecond, and 
goes to Waquoit bay. Thefe roads, though not as good 
as the firft, are better than the Cape roads in general. A 
fourth road which is rough and ftony pafies from Fal-- . 
mouth to Sandwich, by Pokeflet meeting houfe, and on 
the weft of the firft. The road from the town to Woods* 
hole, which is at the diftance ot four miles, is alfo bad. 

There are not lels than forty ponds in the townfliip. 
Several of them are fituated near the village and add va- 
riety and beauty to its profpeds. 

Falmouth contains between two and three hundred 
dwelling houfes, dght mills, one of which is a fulling mill, 

and 
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and a number of fliops and other buildings. The greatell 
part of the houfes lie in one fireet along the Sounds are 
two ftories* in height^ large and well built, and conftitute 
a plealant village, which commands a fine view of the 
water, and Martha's Vineyard beyond it* The Congre- 
gational meeting houfe, a new and neat edifice, fiands in 
a handfome fquare ; and near it b a mafon's hall, with 
an apartment under it for an academy* Another Congre^ 
gational meeting houfe has lately bera eredled at the dif- 
tance of five miles from the town, for the accommodation 
of the inhabitants who live near it. There is, however, 
one church only, and one minifter, who preaches in the 
latter houfe two fundays in five. The Quakers alfo have 
a meeting houfe, which ftands on the Pokefiet road, not 
hx from Chapoquit or Hog ifland harbour. 

The mouth of Waquoit bay is very narroWj and is 
choaked with (and ; fo that a fmall coafter, loaded, cannot 
enter it. Weft of this bay the fhore on the Sound is inter- 
fered by feveral fmall rivers and fait water ponds ; but 
none or them afford a harbour. Woods' hole, whidi is 
fituated at the fbuth^weftern extremity of the townfhip, is 
an excellent harbour, containing from three to fix fathoms 
of water. It is not large, but is well fhdtered by points of 
land and Nonnymefiet ifland. On the weft fide of the 
townfhip are feveral fmall inlets, communicating i^th 
Buzzard's bay* 

As Woods' hole is remote from the tillage, the inhabit 
tants complain of the want of a good harbour near thenu 
It is in their power, with no great expenfe and labour, to 
obtain what they wifh : for at the diflance of not more 
than two or three hundred rods, ^eft fouth weft from the 
meeting houfe, is a pond, a third of a mile in length, and 
fixty fiithoms deep : the neareft part of this pond is about 
a quarter of a mile from the Sound ; and if a communica- 
tion was opened, it would form an excellent harbour. 

Falmouth is a flourifhing place. The inhabitants own 
about fixty vefiels, containing, on a medium, fifty-five tons 

each. 

* By two (lories, in New England, are meant apartments on a 
|;round floor, and apartments above them. A houfe of this defcription 
IS, in fome parts of the world, if the writer miftakcs not, ftyled a build- 
ing of one ftory only. 
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each. Sbi are fifhing veffds ; of wUch two go to the 
Straits of Belle Ifle ; and four catch fifli on the Shoals. 
The reft are coafters : upwards of thirty of them fdUow 
the bufineis of carrying lumber } and iail to the Southern 
States and the Weft4ndies. 

The following Table exhibits the fiate of population in 
Falmouth at four different periods. 

In 1764 1225 inhsDbitants (including 62 Indians.) 

lygo 167^7 

1800 lM2. t. s. 

■'■■■■ -.1. ■ . ■■■ ■...■■■- ■ I 

' A Description of Dennis, ik the County of Barn- 
stable, September, i8o2« 

DENNIS is fituated in latitude 4I'*•45^ N. and lon- 
gitude 70**. 08'. W, from Greenwich. It extends 
tcrois the county, havin? Barnftable bay on the north, 
and Vineyard found on the fouth. It is bounded on the 
eaft by Harwich, from which it is feparated by Quivet 
creek, and by a line running from the creek fouth, fix 
. degrees and a half eaft, nine hundred and thirty-^fix chains 
■^ {fifty links to a chain) to the Sounds On the weft it is 

Funded by Yarmouth, from which it is feparated by Bafs 
../er, Kelley's pond, and FoUen's pond, communicating 
^th the river, and by various lines beginning at Follen^s 
^ (lend, and terminating in a creek, called Chafe Garden 
* river, which runs through a fait marfh into Barnftable 
: fcay. The length of the townfliip, from north to fouth, 
, ii eleven hundred chains : the breadth on the north ihore, 
from eaft to weft, a thoufand chains ; on the fouth fliore, 
near fix hundred ; and in the narroweft part, two hun- 
dred and fifty. The diftance of the old meeting houfe 
from Bofton is eighty miles, and from Barnftable court 
houfe eight. 

The townfliip is naturally divided into two parts by a 
hrge traft of wood, which is chiefly in the centre. This 
wood Gonfifts of a little white oak, of feme red and black 
oak, but principally of pitch pine. The upper road to 
Rtfwich, which is called the County road, paiTcs through 
the wood, near the head of Follen's pond, where it coin- 
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and a number of fliops and other buUdUngs. The greatcd 
part of the houfes lie in one fireet alon^ the Sound, are 
two ftories* in height, large and wdl b\ult, and conftitute 
a plealant village, wluch commands a fine view of the 
water, and Martha's Vineyard beyond it* The Congre- 
gational meeting houfe, a new and neat edifice, fiands in 
a handfome fquare ; and near it 13 a mafon's hall, with 
an apartment under it for an academy* Another Congre^ 
gational meeting houfe has lately been ereded at the dif- 
tance of five miles from the town, for the accommodation 
of the inhabitants who live near it. There is, however, 
one church only, and one minifter, who preaches in the 
latter houfe two fundays in five. The Quakers alfo have 
a meeting houfe, which fliands on the Pokeflet road, not 
hi from Chapoquit or Hog ifland harbour. 

The mouth of Waquoit bay is very narrow^ Smd is 
choaked with fand ; fo that a fmall coafter, loaded, cannot 
enter it. Weft of this bay the ihore on the Sound is inter"" 
ieded by feveral fmall rivers and £dt water ponds ; but 
none 0/ them afford a harbour. Woods' hole, which is 
fituated at the ibuth^'Weftern extremity of the townihip, is 
an excellent harbour, containing from three to fix fathoms 
of water. It is not large, but is well fhdtered bj points of 
land and Nonnymefiet ifland. On the weft fide of the. 
townfiiip are feveral fmall inlets, communicating with 
Buzzard's bay. 

As Woods' hole is remote from the village, the inhabi* 
tants comj>lain of the want of a good harbour near them ''' 
It is in their power, with no great expenfe and labour, to 
obtsdn what they wilh : for at the diftance of not more 
than two or three hundred rods, ^eft fouth weft from dv 
meeting houfe, is a pond, a third of a mile in length, and 
fixty fathoms deep : the neareft part of this pond is ^ut 
a quarter of a mile from the Sound ; and if a commumca-, 7 
tion was opened, it Would form an excellent harbour. 

Falmouth is a flouriihing place. The inhabitants own 
about fixty veflels, containing, on a medium, fifty-five tom^ 
each.. 

* By two ftories, in New England, are meant apartments on «*l 

rund floor, and apartments above them. A houfe of this deicrip^ll 
in fome parts of the world, if the writer miftakcs not, ftylcd a \gMf\\ 
tog of one ftory only. 
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vnany that a canal of communication might eafily be cut 
from this pond to the fea. The canal would run near a 
quarter of a mile to the eaft of the Bite. The. digging 
would be principally through a fwamp and low grounds ; 
and a point of rocks, whicn lies oflf Suet Neck, and which 
is called Suet Neck Point, would in a great meafure guard 
the entrance of the canal againft the violence of north* 
eail ftorms. 

Suet Neck lies between the bay and Suet creek, the 
:. courie of which is eaft and north-eaft to its mouth. A- 
*\ round it is a body of marih. The fandy flats, which He 
1: in front of Harwich, Orleans, Eaftham^ and pait of Well" 
r fleet, begin at Suet. 

Not far eaft of this neck is that of Quivet, which is 
c formed by the bay and Quivet creek. The courie of the 
1 creek is north-eaft to its entrance. About it is a body of 

£dt marih larger than that on Suet. 
> As the high land comes fo near the north ihore, it is 
evident that thefe two creeks cannot run a great diftance* 
r The mouths of both are obilrudted by bars, on which are 
about eight feet at high water, common tides. They af- 
c ibrd however fmall harbours for fiihermen. 
j^ Beiide thefe creeks there are two brooks on the north 
^fiiore. One empties into Hockanom creek in Yarmouth : 
gthe other falls into Quivet creek. 

The moft important inlet is on the fouth ihdre. This 
5 is Bais river, already mentioned as the boundary between 
V Dennis and Yarmouth. The length of this river, from 
• - FoUen's pond to the fea, is four miles. Its mouth is form- 
red by two beaches, terminating in points ; one on the eail^ 
extending from the entrance of Swan pond creek a mile 
and a haJr ; another, on the weft, extending, irom the en- 
hance of Parker^s river in Yarmouth, a mile. From 
point to point the diftance is about thirty-five rods.— 
Within, the river is ibmewhat wider for two miles, where 
it gradually ^ows narrow. At its entrance is a bar, on 
kirhich are five feet only, at high water, common tides. 
Veflels therefore muft be lightened, before they can come 
into the harbour. Within, the river is ten or eleven feet 
deq) at high water, for a ihort diibmce. On the infide of 

the firft mentioned beach^ within the limits of Dennis, is a 

body 
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body 6^ £tlt maFlh. Much of the water , which flows from 
the iea, pafifes through the cuts which are in it ; aad thus 
$bt channel of the nver is rendered lefs deep. 

Befide Follen's and Kelley's ponds, which have abeady 
been mentioned) there are other fait water ponds commu* 
xiicatine with Ba& river on its eafiern fide, covering in the 
whole leyenty acres, gouth of the new meeting houfe, on 
the fame fide of the river, is Grand cove, the extent of 
which is alfo feventy aores. Thefe ponds and coves are of 
more value to the inhabitants than the fame quantity of 
land, as they jare £11^ with fiih, and their Ihores abound 
with clams. A finall brook, the only one in the fouth 
part of Dennis, ifiues from a fwamp, and empties itfelf in-f 
to Bais river on its eaftern fide. 

On the weftern fide. Wear-mill brook rifcs in Yarmouth, 
runs eafi:, and difcharges itfelf into FoUen's pond. This 
brook, the whole of which is in Yarmouth, is prqierly 
the head of Bais river. From it, it is fuppofed, a canal 
might eafil^ be cut into Yarmouth harbour, the interven* 
ing land bemg low, and the diftance not great.* 

A mUe, eau fguth caft from the mouth of Ba& river, be^ 
pns a bar, called Dogrfiih bar, whidi extends fix miles 
weft to Point Gammon in Yarmouth. It affords to vefiels 
which lie within it a harbour, called Deep hole. From 
the end of this bar, on which is a buoy, the courfe into 
the river is weft north wefl, JIalf way between the riv» 
er's mouth and the end of the bar fhuids a pier, thirty^ 
£bven feet long, and thirtyrone broad, on which is a ftopc 
There is good anchorage two cables* length eafi: of it, in 
twelve feet at low water, Commop tides rife here four 
feet. 

Such is Bafs river : The harbour, which it afibrds mig^t 
be improved by art. Mr. Sylvanus Crowell, who lives on 
the Yarmouth fide, and who alfo built the pier, has en- 
deavoured to confine the water of the river within the 
main channel, and to prevent it from flowing through the 
madh on the eaflem fide ; but his laudable attempts have 
hitherto failed of fucceiiSf Per&vering labour may per? 
haps in time efieft the wiihed for objeft. 

The 



* Sec Vol. J, p. 17, of Coll Hifl, Soc. 
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The only creek, wluch remains to be fpoken of, is Swan 
pond creek, the head oiF which is Swan pond, covering a 
a hundred and twenty acres. On this creek is a body of 
iait marfli. Between it and the Sound is Crocker's neck^ 
in the fouth-eaftern part of the townlhip. The creek is 
not deep ; and being near Bafs river, will probably never 
become of much value. 

The whole of the ponds in Dennis, including others^ 
which are not of fufficient importance to be particularly 
mentioned, cover four hundred and fifty-five acres. 

Befide thefe ponds there is a number of fwamps, five 
or fix of which have cedar in them. Several of thefe 
fwamps are capable of being converted into good land. 

The beft land in Dennis lies on the bay, in and near 
Quivet and Suet necks, and in Nobfcuflet, northpweft of 
the old meeting houfe. With the exception of thefe and 
a few other fmall ipots, the fi^il of the townflup is light 
and iandy. 

The light land produces not lefs than eight, and with 
manure, frequently as much as twenty bufbiels of Indian 
corn on an acre ; and, on an average, eight or ten bufhels 
of rye. The good land in the nortn part of the townflup 
yields^ with manure, about thirty bufliels of Indian com, 
but rye not in a greater quantity than the light land. At 
prefent very little wheat is raifed. 

Thirty tons only of Englifli hay are cut ; but the 
marfiies afford fufficient fait hay for the ufe of the inhab* 
itants. 

Sufficient butter is made for fummer ; alfo vegetables 
enough for the lame feaibn are raifed ; but both butter for 
winter and many vegetables are imported. More onions 
however, grow than are confumed by the inhabitants, 
a quantity being every year fent to market* 

There are feveral imail orchards of apples, mofi; of which 
have lately been planted. The trees do not attain much 
height ; and in bleak fituations are liable to decay in a 
few years. 

A traft of ground not larger than Dennis, with a foil fo 
unprodudive, would in an inland fituation, be capable of 
fupporting few inhabitants. But, when the cenfus was 
taken in i8oo> there Were fowd on it fourteen hundred 
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fouls. A great number of thefe perfons derive their fub- 
iiftence from the fea ; and by the advantages which they 
enjoy, and their induftry in improving them, are enabled 
to fupply themfelves with all the necefiaries, and many of 
the pleafures of life, 

Tliefe inhabitants occupy a hundred and eighty-eight 
dwelling houfes ; the greateft part of which are neat and 
in good repair. On the north of the county road are 
eighty-eight of the houfes, thirty of which are two ftories 
in height. They are divided into two villages by Scargo 
hill. 

The village in the north-weft quarter of the townfliip, 
fituated between the hill and Yarmouth, is called Nob- 
fcuffet.* It confifts of fifty-two dwelling houfes and the 
old meeting houfe, a neat and convenient building withw 
out a fteeple. Sumner*s Lodge of free mafons, inftituted 
the laft year, have juft erefted near the meeting houfe a 
handfome edifice, fortv feet by twenty, the upper apart- 
ment of which is a well finilhed hall, and the lower apart* 
ment a fchool room. Mafonry in this, and in the other 
towns of the county where lodges exift, is in good repute, 
the brethren being in general refpeftable both for their 
property and moral charafters. There are alfo two wind- 
mills near the meeting houfe j five more mills being in 
other quarters of the townfhip. Belonging to this village 
are five fail of fifliermen and three coafters, from thirty 
to forty tons. The lower road from Yarmouth to Har- 
wich pafles through Nobfcuffet. It is deep and heavy j 
and there is little on the fides of it to pleafe the eye, the 
land appearing barren, and the wind having made great 
ravages on the hills which border the village. 

The village of Suetf is fituated between Scargo hill and 
Harwich. It contains thirty-fix dwelling houfes, which 
flrand on Suet and Quivet necks and the land adjacent ; 
and belonging to it are five fail of fifliermen. When com- 
pared vnm Nobfcuffet, it may be denominated a pleafant 
village J but in comparifon with the village of Sandwich, 
there is little or no beauty in it. It is a flourifhing place ; 

and 



* Or Nobfqviaffit. Sec Vol. i. p. 197. ColL Hift. So?, 
t Or Sefueu See Vol i. p. 232. Coll, Hift. Soc* 
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and what contributes principally to its profperity is its^ 
numerous and valuable £dt works. 

Within the courfe of the paft thirty years frequent 
Lttempts have been made to manufafture marine lalt from 
ea water. During the late war with Great Britain, when 
:his neceffary artide was fcarce and dear, it was fometimes 
produced, particularly in the county of Barnftable, by 
c>oiling the fait water. But the fait obtained was impure ; 
^nd as the operation was expenfive, it was difcontinued 
It the peace. Several years ago. General Palmer, a wortliy 
md enterpriiing gentieman, undertook to make fait by 
^e fun alone in the marihes on Bofton neck, where the 
ireftige^ of his works are ftill to be feen. But as they were 
not covered from the rain, the attempt proved abortive. 
The only perfon who has been completely fuccefsfiil in 
obtaining pure marine lalt, by the rays of the fun alone, 
ivithout the aid of artificial heat, is Capt. John Sears of 
Suet. 

In the year 1776, this ingenious feaman conftrufted a 
eat a hundred feet long and ten feet wide. Rafters were 
Bxed over it ; and ihutters were contrived to move up 
md down, that the vat nnight be covered, when it rained, 
uid expofed to the heat of the fun in f^r weather. By 
Lhis fimple invention the r^n was excluded, the water in 
the vat was gradually exhaled ; and at length, to his 
inexpreffible joy, Capt. Sears perceived the fait beginning 
to chryftallize. His works however were leaky ; and he 
had fuch bad fuccefs in his operations the firft year, that 
he was able to obtain no more than eight buihels of fait. 
He was expofed befides to the ridicule of his neighbours, 
who fcofied at hb invention, ftyling it Sears's Folly. 

Capt. Sears perfevered.' The fccond year the works 
were made tight ; and thirty bufhels of fait were obtained* 
In this and the third year the fait water was poured into 
the vat from buckets ; a tedious and painful operation. 

In the fourth year a pump was introduced : it wa» 
worked by hand, which was ftill great labour. This 
method of conveying the £dt water into the vat contin* 
ued to be praftifed tUl the year 1785, when at the fu^ef- 
don of Major Nathaniel Freeman of Harwich, who Jnad 
Ceen at a mfiance a fimilar conftru^on, Capt. Sears con- 
trived 
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trived 1 pump to be worked by the wind. By this lucky 
invention the labour was greatly abridged. 

Covers to move on fliives, that is, rollers or frnall wheels, 
fuch as are contained in the blocks of ihips, were invented 
by Mr. Reuben Sears^ a carpenter of Harwich, in i793« 
Thefe covers are ihaped like the roof of a barn, or what 
is commonly flyled a gable roof* The ihive, which is 
placed under the cover, rolls over a narrow piece of plank 
fixed acrois the vat ; and the motion is fstrther facilitated 
by Ihives moving on each fide of the fame flip of plank 
horizontally, the firft mefitioned Ihive moving perpendic- 
ularly« VBTien the cover is drawn off, which can be done 
without a great exertion of ftretigth, it refts on a frame 
placed by the fide of the vat. 

In 1798, Mr. Hattil Kelley of Dennis contrived another 
mode of conftrufting the vats and moving the cavers. By 
Mr. Sears they are placed in a iking, or dire6l line ; but 
by Mr. Kelley they are placed like the fquares of a ch^ 
board. Two black fquares will reprefent the firft and fe-* 
cond vats. At the point where their angles touch is fixed 
a crane, confifting of a perpendicular beam, fupporting a 
horizontal beam. From each half of the laft beam is mf-* 
pended a cover, ihaped like a hipped roof, that is$ a roof 
compofed of four triangles, rifing from each of die foitf 
fides, and meeting iii a point at the top. The third vati 
will be reprefented by the white fquare, which is in a liae 
with the :fecond black fquare of the chefs-board t and tlMf 
fourth vat, by the white fquare, the angle of which touchil 
it. At this point is fixed a fecond crane ; and fo the vatt ^ 
and cranes are continued to any extent the proprietef 
choofes. By thefe ctanes the covers are moved with greaf 
eafe. It is a fubjeft of difpute, which is the beil inventioni 
Sears's or Kelley *s : experience only can decide the ' point 

Capt. Sears was greatly afiiiled in the invention and im- 
provement of the works by Capt. William Crowell, O^ 
Chriflopher Crowell, and Capt. Edward Sears of Dennis* 
Thefe perfons refigning to him their right and title to the 
invehtion, he apphed to the national government for a pa- 
tent, which he obtained in 1799. 

Such is the account which Capt. Sears himielf gives. It 
is now alleged by feveral perfons, that he has not made a 

new 
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&nd wiiat contributes principally to its profperity is its 
nuinerous and valuable &lt works. 

Within the courfe of the paft thirty years frequent 
ittempts have been made to manufefture marine fait from 
ea water. During the late war with Great Britain, when 
iiis neceflary artide was fcarce and dear, it was fometimes 
produced, particularly in the county of Barnftable, by 
[>oili];ig the ialt water. But the fait obtained was impure ; 
uid as the operation was expenfive, it was difcontinued 
It xht peace. Several years ago. General Palmer, a worthy 
ind enterprifing gentleman, undertook to make fait by 
the fun alone in the marlhes on Bofton neck, where the 
ireftige's of his works arc ftill to be feen. But as they were 
not covered from the rain, the attempt proved abortive. 
The only perfon who has been completely fuccelsful in 
obtaining pure marine Ialt, by the rays of the fun alone, 
without the aid of artificial heat, is Capt. John Sears of 
Suet. 

In the year 1776, this ingenious feaman conftrufted a 
vat a hundred feet long and ten feet wide. Rafters were 
fixed over it ; and ihutters were contrived to move up 
and down, that the vat might be covered, when it rained, 
and expofed to the heat of the fun in f^r weather. By 
this fimple invention the rzun was excluded, the water in 
the vat was gradually exhaled ; and at length, to his 
inexpreffible joy, Capt. Sears perceived the £dt beginning 
to chryftallize. His works however were leaky, j and he 
had fuch bad fuccefs in his operations the firft year, that 
he was able to obtain no more than eight buihels of fait. 
He was expofed befides to the ridicule of his neighbours, 
who fcofied at his invention, ftyling it Sears's Folly. 

Capt. Sears perfevered.' The tecond year the works 
were made tight ; and thirty buihels of fait were obtained. 
In this and uie third year the fait water was poured into 
the vat from buckets ; a tedious and painful operation. 

In the fourth year a pump was introduced : it was 
worked by hand, which was ftill great labour. This 
method of conveying the £dt water into the vat contin- 
ued to be praftifed tfll the year 1785, when at the fuggef- 
tion of M^or Nathaniel Freeman of Harwich, who had 
icen at a dwance a fimilar conftru^on, Capt. Sears con- 
trived 
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trived a pump to be worked by the wind. By this lucky 
invention the labour was greatly abridged* 

Covers to move on fliives, that is, roDers or fmall wheels, 
fuch as are contained in the blocks of fliips, were invented 
by Mr. Reuben Sears^ a carpenter of Harwich, in 1793. 
Thefe covers are ihaped like the roof of a barn, or what 
is commonly flyled a gable roofi The fhive, which is 
placed under the cover, rolls over a narrow piece of plank 
fixed acrofs the vat i and the motion is hxther facilitated 
by {hives moving on each fide of the fame flip of plank 
horizontally, the firft mentioned fhive moving perpendic-' 
ularly* "WTien the cover is drawn off, which can be done 
without a great exertion of ftreftgth, it refts on a frame 
placed by the fide of the vat. 

In 1798, Mr. Hattil Kelley of Denms contrived another 
mode of conftrufting the vats and moving the covers. By 
Mr. Sears they are placed in a fWing, or dired line ; bat 
by Mr. Kelley they are placed like the fquares of a diefii* 
board. Two black fquares will reprdTent the firfl and &* 
cond vats. At the point where their angles touch is ixsd 
X crane, confifting of a perpendicular beam, fupporting a 
horizontal beam. From each half of the laf): beui is Si& 
pended a cover, fhaped like a hipped roof, that is$ a roof 
compofed of four triangles, rifing from each of the four 
fides, and meeting in a point at the top. The third yM 
will be reprefented by the white fquare, which is in a liM 
with the fecond black fquare of the che&board t and tli 
fourth vat, by the white fquare, the angle of which touchil 
it. At this point is fixed a fecond crane ; and fo the v«i 
and cranes are continued to any extent the provmetef 
choofes. ^ By thefe cranes the covers are moved with greaif 
eafe. It is a fubjeft of difpute, which is the beft inveodon, 
Sears's or Kelley *s : experience only can decide the point. 

Capt. Sears was greatly affifl:ed in the invention aifii im- 
provement of the works by Capt. William Crowell, Capt 
Chriftopher Crowell, and Capt. Edward Sears of Dennis* 
Thefe perfons refigning to him their right and title to the 
invehtion, he appUed to the national government for a ps- 
tent, which he obtained in 1 799. 

Such is the account which Capt. Sears himfelf g^ves. I? 
is now alleged by feveral perfons, that he has not miudt a 

new 
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C^lcul^ted to ioianu&^re in a year forty thoufand, four 
Jbundred, and thirty-eight buflids of marine (alt ; and oae 
iundred and eighty-one thouland, nine hundred and fixty- 
nine poiinds of Glauber fait ; worth, in the whole, forty- 
pne tbou&nd, feven hundred dollars,. 

In the enfiiing year, will be erefted, in the county of 
Barnilable, twenty thouland, five hundred and feventy*. 
xight feet of ^ditional works. Thefe are all intended j 
Xtxd for many of them eontrafts are a<3:ually made. What 
judditiojis there will be in future years, it is impoflible to 
forefee ; but they will undoubtedly be great. Without 
\ ,the limits of the county of Barnftable, the manufadure is 
already eftabli&ed in Martha*s Vineyard, Nantucket, Ply- 
mouth, Kingfton, Rochefter, Hingham, Dorchefter, and 
probably in other places, from which the author has not 
aeard« Few of thefe works have exifted more than two 
or three years. 

But it is time to conclude the defcription of Dennis, 
On the fouth fide of the county road are a hundred dwel- 
fing houfes j two of which only are two fl:ories in height. 
The greate^ part of thefe houfes are fituated near Bafs 
river, and confiitute a well-built village, the inhabitants of 
which are increafing in wealth and population. In the 
; year 1795, they eretted an elegant meeting houfe, with a 
: fteeple ; but they continue their connexion with the par- 
ifli, the minifter of which preaches here one funday in 
three. There is befides a fmall Quaker meeting houfe, fit- 
uated on the eaft fide of FoUen's pond. Five fiunilies 
T>nly in Denms belong to it ; but it is attended by a few 
Friends from Yarmouth and Harwich. There are alip 
t:hirteen £unilie$ of Baptifts in this village. The reft of 
•the inhabitants, in every part of the townmip, are Congre- 
^tionalifts, who are warmly attached to their paftor, and 
xiot difpofed to change. 

There are no fait works yet in Bafs river village ; but it 
is expeAed that feveral will foon be ereded. The inhab- 
itants own nineteen fail of fifhermen of about forty tons 
burthen each, and four coafters. Three imall wharves 
have been built on this eaftern fide of the river. 

Dennis enjoys, the advantage of a great variety and 

plenty of fim in common with the other towns in the 

(ounty* 
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During the winter the Glauber fait, fiiid to be of an ( 
cellent quality, cryftallizes. No great quantity of Epfl 
filt and magnefia has yet been produced. The Rev. J 
Briggs of Chatham, an induftriou^ and ingenious chem 
has however fucceeded in obtaining both ; and though 
ihagnelia is not x^xitOAy white, his Epfom fa\t appears 
be incapable of improvement. 

As the vat firft conftrufted by Capt. Sears was ten f 
wide, in eftimating the dimenfions of fait works, it has ' 
come cuftomary to adopt the language which was tl 
introduced. A foot therefore intends ten fquare fc 
Three hundred fuch feet are calculated to produce a h\ 
dred buflids of marine fait, and four hundred and fi 
pounds of Glauber fiilt, in a year* The coft of a fo 
three years ago, was a dollar ; but it will amount at p 
fent to as much as a hundred and twenty, or even a hi 
dred and fifty cents.. The marine fait is worth feveni 
five cents a buihel, and the Glauber fait one fixtee^tith of 
dollar a pound. The vahie of the Epfom fait and magne 
is not eftimated, as the quantity which may be obtained 
unknown. From thefe data and the following table, t 

great importance of this new manufadure to the cdunty 
arnftable will appear. 
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Note on the South Parts of Yarmouth and 
Barnstable, September, 1802. 

ON the Yarmouth fide of Bafs river there are fix 
wharves, three near the mouth of the river, and 
three a mile north of it. There are here twenty-one 
vdOfels* One brig fails immediately to the Weft-Indies. 
Ten coafters, from thirty to forty tons burden, (ail to 
Bofton, Conneifticut, or the Southern States, and thence 
to the Weft-Indies. The other ten veffels are fifliermen. 
One is of a hundred tons : the reft are from forty to 
feventy tons. The fifliing veffels go to the ftraits of Belle- 
Ifle, the fhoals of Nova Scotia, or Nantucket flioals. On 
a medium, a fiihing veffel ufes feven hundred buihels of 
fait in a year. One or two veffels are annually built on 
Bafs river, chiefly on the weftern fide. 

In Lewis'is bay in Yarmouth, there are four coafters, 
of about forty^five tons each, and ten fail of fifherinen, 
from forty-five to fifty tons : They catch fifli on the coaft, 
from Nantucket fhoals to Nova Scotia. 

On the Bamfkable fide of Lewis's bay there are nine 
£ul of fifhermen, of about forty tons eadi, which alfo fifh 
on the fame coaft ; likewife four coafters, of about forty- 
five tons each. 

At Oyfter Mand there is one fifhing veffel of forty tons, 
and eight coafters of about forty-five tons each. 

Thefe fafts. In addition to thofe which have been 
already, and which wiU hereafter ,be, mentioned in this 
volume, fhow the prefent flourifhing ftate of the fouth 
ihore of the county of Barnfbble, a part of Ma£&chufetts 
not often vifited, and little known. r. x. 



Note on the South Precinct of Harwich, in the 
County of Barnstable. September, 1802. 

TIE fouth prednd of Harwich, which is fituated be- 
tween Dennis and Chatham, is naturally feparated 
from the north predndt by woods and ponds. The land 
is level and fimdy. On this part of the coaft there is nei. 

th?r 
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ther a harbour nor a creek, into which veflels can enter. 
The only jQidter that they have, is a bar, which lies the 
length of the precinft, two thirds of a mile from the 
ihore. On this bar are from feven to nine feet of water, 
in common tides. North of it the depth is nine feet at 
full fea ; but there are many holes, in which the water is 
a little deeper. Fifteen gr twenty veffels, containing on 
an average forty tons each, and about half of them owned 
in the precind, are employed in the flioal fifliery on the 
coafl. Four veflels of a hundred tons each, which go to 
the banks of Newfoundland and the Straits of Belle Ifle;, 
fail alfo from this place, and obtain their men here. The 
whole number of men and boys engaged in the cod-Cftiery 
is about two hundred j but feveral of them fail from Chat- 
ham, Bais river, and the north precind:. Two miles and 
a half, weft of the Chatham line, there is a fait w^ter 
pond, twenty feet deep, and a hundred and eighty rods in 
circumference. It is not more than two hundred yards 
from the ihore, in which part there is one of the deep 
holes. About half the year the fea flows into the pond ; 
and a fmall boat can then enter it, At an inconfiderablc 
expenfc, perhaps ten thoufand dollars, this pond might be 
converted into a fkfe and convenient harbour. 

It is remarkable, that not long after marine fait began 
to be made in Dennis, by the fun alone, Mr. Amiel Weeks 
of this precinft, without the knowledge of Capt. Sears's 
invention, conftrufted a vat, about eight feet long, and fix 
wide, fronj twelve to fourteen inches deep, and with 4 
cover to exclude the rain. In this vat he manufaftured 
felt for his own confumption j and continued the practice 
a number of years. The water was brought a mile, the 
fait was very impure, and no improvement was made ia 
the firft eflay. r.u 

A Description of Chatham, in the County of 

Barnstable. S«PTeMBER, j8o2. 

CHATHAM lies in latitude 41°. 4a'. N. and longitude 
69°. K,&. W. from Greenwich. The length of the 
townfliip, eafl: and weft, exdufive of the harbour, is four 
miles.; and the.breadth^iiQrih and iauth^fjcom two xxxAss, to 

four. 
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four, ft is bounded eaft by the ocean ; fouth, by Vineyard 
Sound ; weft and north-weft, by Harwich ; and north by 
Pleafant bay, which feparatcs it from Orleans, The diftance 
jf the meeting houfe from Bofton is ninety-threc miles ; 
Tom Barnftable court houfe, twenty miles ; and from the 
neeting houfe in the north parifh of Harwich, eight miles. 

The townfliip confifts of hills and ridges, witn narrow 
^rallies, fmall depreffions, ponds, and fwamps between 
them. As the huls are nearly of the fame height, and the 
(rallies at a ihort diftance are not perceived, the land ap- 
pears like an elevated plain. Great Hill which is a third 
rf a mile eaft of the meetinc houfe, towers above the reft 
Df the townlhip. This is the firft land made by feamen 
coming on this part of the coaft. From its two fummits 
there is an extenfive pro^eft ; and even Nantucket is 
lafible, when the land looms. The tops of the ridges and 
Qnaller hills alfo command a fine view of the fea. 

There are two principal roads in Chatham ; the firft, 
leading through the fouth prednd: of Harwich, to Barnfta- 
ble ; the other, to the north prednft of Harwich. From 
this fecond road branches a third, which pafies through 
Orleans to Cape Cod. Thefe roads are landy ; but they 
are better than thofe of Wellfleet or Truro. 

Few towns in the county are fo well provided with 
harbours as Chatham. The firft and moft important is 
on the eaftern fide of the town, and is called Old harbour. 
It is formed by a narrow beach, which completely guards 
it ag^nft the ocean. The haven on the weftern fide of 
this beach is extenfive ; but the harbour of Chatham is 
fuppofed to reach not farther north than Strong ifland, a 
diibnce of about four miles. Above that the water, which 
is within the limits of Harwich and Orleans, is known by 
other names. The breadth of the harbour is about three 
quarters of a mile. Its entrance, a quarter of a mile wide^ 
is formed by the point of the beach, and James' head eaft 
of it on the main land. On the infide of the beach are 
flats and £dt marfii. There b alfo a piece of marfh on the 
ibuthem part of Strong ifland. Thefe marihes are cover* 
cd during every tide. 

There are no rocks either within or near the harbour ; 
b«tt its mQttth is oUku^ted by bars» which extiend eaft and 

ifouth-caft 
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fouth-eaft of the point of the beach three quarters of a 
miie. On each fide of this mouth is a breaker ; one called 
the North ; and the other, the South breaker^ There arc 
alfo feveral bars in the harbour within the outer bars. 
Thefe bars arc continually fliifting : the caufes of which 
are ftorms, and a ftrong current, which fets in and out 
of the harbour. At low water there are feven feet on 
the outer bars, common tides rifing about fix feet. North 
of them the fliore is bolder. There is good holding 
ground in the harbour. At the entrance the bottom is 
£indy. Farther in there is a muddy bottom. The depth 
at low water is about twenty feet. 

Not only do the bars alter, but the mouth of the 
harbour alfo is perpetually varying. At prefent it ij 
gradually moving fouthward by the addition of fand to 
the point of the beach. The beach has thus been extended^ 
above a mile, within the courfe of the paft forty years. 

In the year 1626, there was an entrance into Monamo- 
yick harbour, oppofite Potanumaquut, fix miles north of 
the prefent mouth. The fliip mentioned by Prince* came 
in here, and was ftranded on the beach, where its ruins 
were to be feen about twenty years ago. This part of the 
beach ftill bears the name of the Old fhip. The entrance 
has been clofed for many years. Severed pafTages into the 
harbour have been opened and fhut fince that time. At a 
late period, there were two openings into the haven ; one 
of which, that which now exifts, was ftyled the Old har- 
bour ; and the other> the New harbour .f Though tic 
mouth of the New harbour is entirely choked up with ; 
fand, yet the name, Old harbour, is ftill retained. 

It is not eafy to give cHreclions for failing into fo incon- 
ftant a port. None but a pilot, who is well acquainted 
with its yearly variations, can guide in a veffel with fafety* 
On a fignaFs being made, however, boats are ready to put 
oflF from the fliore, to yield afliftance. In a north-eafi 
ftorm, in which a pilot cannot leave the land, a veflfel, by 
getting to the fouth of the South breaker, may at prdent 
ride with fafety. But how long this will be true, it is 
impoflible to fay. 
The 

* Annals, p. 163. See alfo Morton^s Memorial^ p. %f. A. D. i6»7t 
t See Des Sarres' accurate chart of the coaft. 
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Tlie principal bufinds of the town is done near Old 
harbour. To this it is well fuited, not only by its prox- 
imity to the ocean, its fuperiour extent, but alio by the 
X)nvenient coves and creekls, with which its weftem ihore 
s indented, bringing a harbour within a fhort difiance of 
rvcry man's door« The names of the principal, or of the 
>oints which form them, follow. South of Hairwich line 
s Monameflet neck, which is bounded on the north by 
?leafant bay : the eaft end of it is oppoiite Strong ifland. 
South of this neck is Eldridge point. Between the point 
Lnd neck is fituated Crowell bay. South of Eldridge 
X)int is Eldridge cove. South-eaft of this cove is Covei's 
iver, a fidt watei* credk, at the head of which is a fmall 
x)dy of marih. Eaft of Govel's river is Mufde point ; 
buth-eaft of Mufcle point is Nickerfon's point j and fouth 
y£ Nickerfon's point is Morris's cove, which is (eparated 
xom the h^bour by T.iffl^yarh. 

Not hi: fouth from jSnes' head commences a long 
beach, the extremity of which at prefent is called Sandy 
jiKnnt ; but in ancient maps. Cape Malebarre. As there 
s alfo a Sandy point in Nantucket, to prevent confufion, 
iie old name ought to be revived. This beach is defcribed 
n another part of the volume.* The following particulars 
ire added here. Stewart's Kiioll is fo denominated from 
L perfbn of that name, who forty or fifty years fince kept 
L tavern on it, for the accommodation of feamen makinir 
I harbour on the weftern fide of the beach. The houlc 
ilood at no great diftance from the point, though at pre- 
ent the knoll is at leaft four miles from it. In the valley 
;vhich is fouth of it, and which has been gained from the 
!ea, there is a doubtful appearance of a foil's be^nning to 
)e formed. It is fi;yled doubtful^ becaufe it would not be 
>bferved by every eye, and perhaps not acknowledged by 
nany. Beach grais, the beach peat, beach ivy, and the 

feveral 

* Sec Defcripcion of die Eaftem Coaft of the County of Bamftablc,p. 1 1 7. 

f A 7oi|ng gientlemaDy a native of TrtLTo» kas communicated to the 
Aithor ^cfwowing note on the beach pea. 

*< Pifum maridmum. {Lin. 870.) With. p. 629. V. 3. Peuolc* 

Igttifh above : ftem angular : ftipules arrow ihaped : fruit ilalks many 

io)^ered. Whole plant, e;ccepting tfec upper fui£(;;e of die If*^^^ 

U IFoL viii.] ^^^r 
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fouth-caft of the point of the beach three quarters of a 
miJc. On each fide of this mouth is a breaker ; one called 
tlie North ; and the other, the South breaker. There arc 
alfo feveral bars in the harbour within the outer bars. 
Thefe bars arc continually fliifting : the caufes of which 
are itorms, and a ftrong current, which fets in and out 
of the harbour. At low water there are fevcn feet on 
the outer bars, common tides rifing about fix feet. North 
of them the fliore is bolder. There is good holding 
ground in the harbour. At the entrance the bottom is 
iandy. Farther in there is a muddy bottom. The depth 
at low water is about twenty feet. 

Not only do the bars alter, but the mouth of the 
harbour alfo is perpetually varying. At prefent it i» 
gradually moving fouthward by the addition of fand to 
the point of the be2u:h. The beach has thus been extended^ 
above a mile, within the courfe of the paft forty years. 

In the year 1626, there was an entrance into Monamo- 
yick harbour, oppofite Potanumaquut, fix miles north of 
the prefent mouth. The fliip mentioned by Prince* came 
in here, and was ftranded on the beach, where its ruins 
were to be feen about twenty years ago. This part of the 
beach ftill bears the nam.e of the Old Ihip. The entrance 
has been clofed for many years. Several paflages into the 
harbour have been opened and fhut fince that time. At a 
late period, there were two openings into the haven ; one 
of which, that which now exifts, was ftyled the Old har- 
bour ; and the other, the New harbour .t Though tic 
mouth of the New harbour is entirely choked up with 
fand, yet the name. Old harbour, is flill retained- 

It is not eafy to give directions for failing into fo incon- 
flant a port. None but a pilot, who is well acquainted \ 
with its yearly variations, can guide in a vefiel with fafety* 
On a fignal's being made, however, boats are ready to put 
oflF from the fhore, to yield afliftuice. In a north-eaft 
florm, in which a pilot cannot leave the land, a veflGi, by 
getting to the fouth of the South breaker, may at prefent 
ride with fafety. But how long this will be true^ it is 
impoffible to fay. 
The 

* Annals, p. 163. See alio Morton's Memorial^ p. 8^ A* D. tivj%. 
f See J>es Sarres' accurate chart of the coaft. 
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The principal bufinds of the town is done near Old 
harbour. To this it is well fuited, not only by its prox« 
unity to the ocean, its fuperiour extent, but alfo by the 
convenient coves and creeks, with which its weftem ihore 
}S indented, bringing a harbour within a fhort difiante of 
every man's door< The names of the principal, or of the 
points which form them, follow. South of Harwich line 
LS Monameflet neck, which is boundeid on the north by 
Pleaiant bav : the eaft end of it is oppoiite Strong ifland. 
South of this neck is Eldridge point. Between the point 
md neck is fituated Crowell bay. South of Eldridge 
point is Eldridge cove. South-eaft of this cove is C!ovcl's 
iiver, a fait water credk, at the head of which is a fmall 
body of inarfh. Eaft oJF Covd's river is Mufde point ; 
fouth-eaft of Mufde point is Nickerfon's point ; and fouth 
of Nickerfon's point is Morris's cove, which is feparated 
&om the harbour by T.iffl^yqrh. 

Not far fouth from Jmess' head commences a long 
tie^ich, the extremity of which at prefent is called Sandy 

rint i but in andent maps. Gape Malebarre. As there 
alfo a Sandy point in Nantucket, to prevent confufion, 
the old name ought to be revived. This beach is defcribed 
in aAOther part of the volume.* The following particulars 
ure added here. Stewart's Kiioll is fo denommated from 
I perfon of that name, who forty or fifty years fince kept 
I tavern on it, for the accommodation of feamen making 
I harbour on the weftern fide of the beach. The houfc 
%ood at no great diflance from the point, though at pre- 
ent the knoll is at lead four miles from it. In the vsdley 
vhich is fouth of it, and which has been gained from the 
fea, there is a doubtful appearance of a foil's beginning to 
>e formed. It is flyled doubtfulj becaufe it would not be 
>bferv«l by every eye, and perhaps not acknowledged by 
^any. Beach grais, the beach peat, beach ivy, and the 

feveral 

^ ■.■■-. , 

* See Defcription of the Eaftem Coaft of the County of Baraftablc,p. 1 1 7. 

-t* A 70T:^ng gentleman, a native of Truro, has communicated to the 
Uithor die fculowing note on the beach pea. 

" Pifum maritimum. (Lin. 870.) With. p. 629. V. 3. Petiolcf 
Biftttifli above : ftem angular : ftipules arrow ihaped : fruit ftalks many 
lojrared. Whole plant, e;cceptin£ the upper fuifacje of the 1^*7^,^ 
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A mile and a half weft of Stage harbour is Cockle cove 
river ; navigable for flat boats only, and communicating 
with a fait poiid north of it. On it is a fmall body of 
titt marfli. 

Weft is Tumblen's cove, which alfo communicates with 
a fait pond, named by the Indians Matchapoxet. This 
cove is very Ihoal. 

Proceeding ftill weft is Red river, a imall ftream, nav» 
igable by boats oiily, forming the boundary between Chat< 
ham and Harwich, On both fides of it is fait marih. 
Thefe inlets are not far afunder, Red river being not more 
than a mile from Cockle cove. 

3efide the 61t water ponds which have been mentionedi 
there are not lefs than thirty poiids of frefii water. Fifli 
are plenty in them ; but not beipg as highly efteemed as 
thofe which are caught in the fea, they are not much ufed. 
Their bottoms in general are iandy ; and they fuj:^3r 
thofe, who live near them, with good water, Thcri are 
alfo many fprings of excellent water, though there arc no 
brooks. Soft water i& bbtaitied from the wells, feV7 of 
¥^ch aire indre than twelve feet deep. 

There id a liumber of fmaH fwamps, feveral of which 
have been cleared, and converted into paftures and mea- 
dows. From thefe fwamps, within the paft fivic years, 
confiderable (quantities of peat have been dug. 

Not a fruit tree grows in Chatham ; and not more than 
fixty-five acres of woodland are left. It is fituated xieir 
the line of Harwich, and confifts princijially of pitch pinfi 
The greateft part of the fiiel, which is confumed, is brougit 
from the diftrift of Maine ; and cofts at prefent about 
feven dollars a cord. Rve cords of wood are confidered 
as a fufficient yearly ftock for a family. 

The foil of the townfliip is in general fandy and free 
from ftones- There is good land, however, near Oyfter 
pond and the coves. Very little Englifli hay is ait ; but 
the marfties yield £dt hay enough for the ufe of the ihhab* 
itants. Butter is made m fummer ; but butter for winter 
and cheefe are jprotured from Conne&icut, Rhode-Ifland, 
^d Bdftoh. Beef and proVifioris of all kinds for the 
filhermeh are brought from the laft mentioned place, ^dt 
more than half i^noug^ Indian com for the confumption 
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of t&e inhabitants is raifed : the average produce to an 
acre h twelve bufliels. Rye, the average produce of 
which is fix bufliels, is raifed in the fame proportion. 
Thirty years ago a fmall quantity of wheat was grown ; 
but at prefent it is wholly negleded. There are many 
good gardens, in which a fufficient quantity of roots and 
herbs are produced. The mode of hufbandfry is in general 
iimilar to that which is praftifed in Truro.* Materials 
for manure might be procured in plenty by thofe, who 
live near the fhore. Attention of late begins to be paid 
to this article. As the land, particularly in the centre 
and fouth part of the townfhip, is every year growing 
worfe, by the drifting of the land, there is little to encour- 
age agricultural induftry. The inhabitants, having to 
purfue other objefts, which they deem more important, 
do not. avail themfelves of all the advantages that they 
poflels for the improvement of their grouncS. Befide fea 
weed and the king crab on their fliores, there are alfo fpots 
which contain day,! a well known fertilizer of a £mdy 
foil. But huflbandry is purfued with little fpirit, the peo- 
ple in general paffin^ the flower of thdr lives at fea, which 
they do not quit tiff they are fifty years of age, leaving at 
home none but the old men and fmall boys to cultivate 
the ground. 

A few of the young and middle aged men are engaged 
in mercantile voyages, and fail from Boflon ; but the great 
body of them are fifhermeh. Twenty-five fchooners, 
from twenty^'five to feventy tons, are employed in the 
cod-fifhfery. They are partly owned in Boflon and other 
places, but principally in Chatham. About one half of 
them fifh on the banks of Newfoundland ; the refl on 
Nantucket fhoals, the fhores of Nova Scotia, and in the 
ftraits of Belle-Ifle. On board thefe fchooners are about 
two hundred men and boys, mofl of whom are inhabitants 
of Chatham ; and they catch one year with another feven 
or eight hundred quintals to a vefiel. Befide thefe fifhing 
vefleb, there are belonguig to the town five coaflers^ 
^iudi fail to Carolina and the Weii Indies. 

Fifh 



* Sec Voh 3. p. 198. CoU. Hift. Soc. 
t Bricks arc feldom made in Cbatbam. 
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Yifh are plenty on the coaft. In addition to thofc, 
V'hich are enumerated in the defcription of Truro, are the 
iheep's head, drummer, ihad, and tautaug. 

Shell fifli are found in great abundance on the fliores, 
particularly quahaugs and clams. Great quantities of bait 
are dug for the ufe of the fifhermen. There are excellent 
oyflers in Oyfter pond j but they are fcarce and dear, 
felling for a dollar a bufbd. 

In no part of the county can wild fowls be obtained in 
fuch plenty and variety. 

Food can fo eafily be procured, either on the fhores or 
in the fea, that with the profit which arifes from their 
voyages, in which it muft be confeffed they labour very 
hard, the people are enabled to cover their tables well with 
provifions. A breakfaft among the inhabitants, and even 
among thofe who are called the pooreft, for there are none 
who are really poor, confifts of tea or coffee, brown bread, 
generally with butter, fometimes without, and fait or 
■efli fifh, fried or broiled. A dinner affords one or more 
of the following difhes : roots and herbs ; falted beef or 
pork boiled ; frefli butcher's meat not more than twelve 
dmes a year j wild fowl frequently in the autumn and 
winter ; frefli fifli boiled or fried with pork ; fliell fifh ; 
fait fifli boiled ; Indian pudding, pork baked with beanst 
Tea or coffee alfo frequently conftitutes a part of the 
dinner. A fupper confifl:s of tea or coffee and fifli as at 
breakfaft, chedTe, cakes made of flour, gingerbread, and 
pies of feveral forts. This bill of fere will ferve with lift 
tie variation for all the fifhing towns in the county. In 
many famiKes there is no difference between the breakfaft 
and fupper ; cheefe, cakes, and pies being as common at 
the one as at the other. ^ 

Chatham contains more inhabitants in proportion to its 
extent, than any other townfliip in the county : by the 
cenfus of 1800, there were thirteen hundred and fifty-one 
fouls ; and they have increafisd a little fince that time. 
The number of dwelling houfes, as returned in the valua* 
tion of the laft year, is an hundred and fifty-eight. They 
are fmall, four only being two fliories in height. The 
meeting houfe, near the centre of the townfliip, is in good 
repair. There are five fchools, in which reading, writing, 

and 
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lsd\6. arithmetick are taught to children of both fexes s 
education is encouraged. The other buildings are a rope- 
walk, a tan-houfe, a number of bams, and fix windmills. 

The inhabitants are very induftrious. The women arc 
engaged in the domeftick employments and manufaftures 
ufual in other parts of Maf&chufetts, and a number of 
them in curing fifli at the flake yards- 
Fogs are more frequent in Chatham than in any other 
part of the county ; and they ferve in fummer, inftead 
o^ trees, to ihelter the houfes againft the heat of the fun. 
To thofe who delight in extenfive vifion^ they are unpleat 
ant ; but they are not found to be unhealthful. The air 
of the townfliip is juftly regarded as very ialubrious : one 
proof of which is, that there is not fuffident employment 
for a phyfician. Epidemick diftempers, it is true, have 
fometimes vifited the place ; but not more frequently than 
other towns in the county. In the year 1764 the £aiall» 
pox carried ofiTa great number of perfons# 

Monamoy*, as the fettlement was during mlny years 
denominated, is one of the original plantations of the 
county, not being formed out of other towns. April loth. 
1665, William Nickerfon bought of John Quafon, alias 
Towfowet, fachem of Monamoy, a trad of land near Pota^- 
numaquut ; bounded eafl: by the Great harbour ; foutk 
by a line, which extends weft by fouth into the woods, 
from Wequafet to a pine treet marked upon four fides } 
and north by a line extending to the farther head of a 
pond, to a pbce Called Porchcommock« June 19th. 2672^ 
Mattaquafon and John Quafon, fachems. of Monnamoiet, 
for the confideration of one fliallop, ten coats of trucking 
cloth, fix kettles, twelve axes, twelve hoes, twelve kiaives, 
forty fhillings in wampum, a hat, and twelve fluUings in 
money, — ^fold to the fame William Nickerfon a tradt of 
land and meadows at Monnamoiet, at the weft fide of 
Muddy cove, and extencUng foutherly to Matchapoxet 
pond, and thence by a creek to the fea ; and extending 

eafterly 

* So is the name pronounced at prefent ; but in ancient books and 
reeordu h it written Monnamoiet, or Monamoyick. 

f Near the cart waji which goes from Chatham to Sottkatocket mill 
xnHarwich» 
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cafterly to Oyfter pond.* Again, March 29th. id^S^t 
Augufi i6th. 1682, and at divers other times, he purchaf- 
ed lands and meadows of the Indians. 

In the year 1665, Thomas Hinkley, John Freeman, Na- 
thaniel Bacon^ and their partners, obtained from the colony 
court of Plymouth the grant of a right to purchafe, of xht 
natives, land at Monnamoiet and places adjacent^ This in- 
terfered with the property of Nickcrfon, who had made 
(everal of his purcha£;s without previouHy procuring fuch 
a grants which was necefl^ to render his title valid^ 
But on the 3d. of July, 1672, Hinkley and his affociates, 
for a valuable confideration, conveyed to Nickerfon their 
grant, and all the lands which they had bought in conie^ 
quence of iu This made his title good ; and it was af^ 
terwards confirmed to his heirs by the legiiiature.| 

After the fettlement of the village or difirift of Mona- 
moy, which appears to have been not long after the pur- 
chsdfes were made, it was confidered as one of the towns 
in the colony } for in June, 1686, it was ordered to choofe 
fl grand*juryman§ ; and on the nth. of February, 169 1^ 
liberty was granted to its inhabitants to eled and iead a 
deputy to the general court. || in the enfuing March the 
bounds of the village were enlarged. This was the laft aft 
of the colony court of Plymouth refpeding it.^ 

It was incorporated itito a townfhip^ bv the J^iflatur^ 
of Maflachuietts, and its name altered to that of dtathaxBi 
June xith« 171 2. 

Eight years after the incorporation, the inhabitants lu4 
become 

"^ Plymouth Records, Lib. 12. FoL 2510 

f Flyxn. Rec. Lib. 16. Fol. 463. 

X The family of Nickerfon is one of the moft numerous in die coon* 
ty ; and a number of the name remain in Chatham. 

$ At ^ colony court held at Plymouth in June, 16869 Plymouth wv 
-ordered by fiud court to choofe three grand-jurymen ; Duxboroagli 
cvvo ; Scituate four ; Marihfield three ; %ridgewater two ; Middlebo- 
^wh one ; Bsmiftable three ; Yarmouth three ; Sandwich three i 
Eaiuiam tluee ; Monnamoiet one ; SuccondSet one ; Sippecan one ( 
Briilol tfiree ; Taunton three ; Rehoboth three ; JDartmouth two ; 
Swanzey two ; Little Compton one : Freetown one. fijta. jLct. IMh 
N. Fol. I. ^ • 

B Plym. JRcc. Lib. N. FoL 52. 

f Flym. Rec. Lib. N. FoL 56, 
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become (o numerous as to be able to fupport a fettled 
minifter of the gofpdi . No partiailar account, however, 
of their numbers can. be obtained till the year 1764. 
From the cenfus which was then taken, it appears that 
there were a hundred and five dwelling houfes, a hundred 
and twenty-feven families, and fix hundred and feventy- 
feven fouls ; but it is remarkable, that though above five 
hundred Indians remained in the county, yet not one was 
left in Chatham.* From comparing the cenfus of 1764 
with that of 1 800, it appears that the number of the in- 
habitants has doubled in thirty-eight years. That it has 
not increafed more is owing to the frequent emigrations 
which have been made during this period. 

In the year 1774, Chatham had become fo flourifhing a 
town, that it employed twenty-fevcn vefiels in the cod- 
fifhery. 

Another cenfus was taken in 1776, when there were 
found in Chatham a hundred and uxty-five families, and 
lune hundred and thirty fouls. 

The town fuffered greatly by the revolutionary war. 
Many of the men were captivated by the enemy, and died 
in prifon fhips. In the year 1783, four or five veffels only 
were left in the harbours ; but the town was filled with 
fwidows, mourning the lofs of their hufbands and fons. 
With the return of peace, the fifhery revived, the tears of 
the wretched were wiped away ; and fince that period the 
inhabitants have been increafing in wealth and popu- 

lation.t 

The names and fucceifion of the paflors will conclude 
the defcription of Chatham. June istli. 1720, the church 

was 

♦ There h not an Indian now in Chathiln. 

\ A traveller who vifited Chatham in the year 1 790, and wlio ob- 
fcrved every objeft with an accurate eye, informs the publick, that forty 
veffels were then employed irt the cod-fifliery. It would appear there- 
fore, at firfl view, that the number of veffels, as it is not more than 
twenty-five at^ prefent, has diminiflied during the pafl twelve years. 
The truth is, that the inhabitants of Chatham did not, in 1790, own 
jforty fifhermen j but at that period, a number of veflels, which with 
their crews wholly belonged tb other places, came into the harbour of 
Chatham, and the filh which they broiight was cured on its Hiorcs. Sec 
Mafll Mag. Vol. 3. p. 74. 

W IV^ viii,] 
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was GtR^ gathered, and Rew Jofeph Lord ordained. He 
4'cd' June 6th. 1748. Rev, Stephen Emery was inftallcd 
May 17th. 1 749, and died May 24th. 1782. Rev. Thoma* 
Koby was ordained OAober 2 2d. 178^3, and difmiffed at 
his requeft Oftober 2 2d. 1795- The prefent paftor. Rev. 
Ephraim Briggs, was oroained July 20th. 1796. Seif^ 
fepoefe^ /epoetnefe^ wechekum. r.s. 



A P^SCRIPTTON AND HXSTORY OF EaSTHAM, IN THE 

County of BarnsIPablr. September. 1802* 

EASTHAM is fftuated in latitu'de 41 \ 51'. N. aa4 
longitude 69°. 56'. W. from Greenwich^ Its dit 
tance from Bofton^ following the road, is- ninety-four 
miles ; from Plymouth, the capital of the Old Colony, 
fifty-two \ and from Barnftable, the fhire town, twenty 
two. The diftance feom Bofton,. in a ftraight line, is 
fixty-eight miles.. It is bounded on the eaft by the At- 
lantick ocean y on the north by Wellfleet ; on the weft 
by Barnflable bay ; aad on the ibuth and ibuth-eaft by 
Orleans j from which it is feparated by a line- beginningl^ 
at Rock harbour river, and running by various courfeJ 
to Boat meadow river f thence running up the middk 
of the river td its head ;: thence running foutherly, 
through the centre- of the meadow, to a fwamp ; thencr 
through the fwamp, and along Jeremiah ^s gutter, into tfe 
middle of Town cove ; thence running down the centfC. 
of the cove to Stone ifland ;: and thence running an eaft- 
fouth-eaft courfe into- the Atlantick ocean. The lengA ^ 
of the townfhip iis fix miles ;: and the breadth, from two 
miles to two and a half. 

In failing from Race point fouth-, the firft opening into 
the beach, on the eaftern fide of the county of^BaniftaKIe, 
is found in Eafliham. There is here a fmall harbouTf 
called Naufet, or Stage harbour, the entrance of which 
it narrow and obfl:rufted by a bar, on which are not more 
than eight feet of water at full fea. It is divided into 
two arms, one of which extends north, and the other 
/outh-weft. The northern arm is ihallow. A body <rf 
{alt marih, containing two hundred acres, lies in it, and 

is 
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18 yrote&ed from the ocean bv a narrov beacb. The 
^ ibuth-wcftern arm, which is cenominated Town cove, 
'^ jias ^urteen feet in the deepefl part, at high water, com- 
^' men tides. As it is completely fecured againft every 
^ wind, if a pafTage could be opened from it into the oceans 
^ it would afford an exccflent harbour ; but this, it is coa- 

ceived, is impofllble, becaufe if the channel was deepened 
" by art, it would foon be choked up again with land, driven 
x into it by llorms. 

A fandy flat, a mile wide, extends along the weftem 

4hore, from Suet to the bounds of Wellflect. It is left 

idry about three hours, and may eafily be croffed by horfes 
^^iMid carriages. Of ccxi&quence there can be no good 
^» harbour on this fide of the townihip. There are however 
^■feveral creeks, which at high water adimt {mall vefleb 
^y into them. ^ 

? The firft is Great meadow river, the mouth of which 
^ is fituated fouth-weft from the meeting houie. Eaft of 
'* it is a body of £dt marih. 

' About a half of a mile fouth of Great meadow river if 
^ Boat meadow river, which runs from the foutfa-eaft. Its 
l< ientrance lies foutlv-fouth-wefi: from the meeting houfe, 
"^ and is eight feet deep at high water. A body of fait 
4 marih extends from the mouth of this river to within 
i-four rods of Town cove, leaving a narrow ridge for a 
- road. The marih is not more than fifteen rods from the 
^ fwamp, which is the head of Jeremiah's ^tter y and as 
' the land is low between them, in very high tides, the fea 

jBlows acrofs from the bay to the ocean, completely infu* 

lating the northern part cf the county. 

About a half of a mile fouth of iSoat meadow river is 

Rock harbour river ; which will again be mentioned in 

Xhe Delcription of Orleans. 

Befide thefe creeks there are three brooks which empty 

thenifdves into the bay. 

The firft is Indian l»:ook, which forms the boundary be^ 

tween EaiUiam and Wellfleet, and runs into the harbour 

cf Silver fprings. 

Three quarters of a mile fouth of Indian brook is Cook's 

brook, which is dry half the year. 

Amile 
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A mile fouth of Cook's brook is Snow's brook, whid^ 
nois the greateft part of the year, but is very fmall. 

Grape fwamp, a mile fouth of Snow's brook, fometixnes 
jlifchar^es water into the bay. 

On the eaftem fide of the townfhip, in the fertile traft, 
the road pafles over a fmall ftream, which contains frefh 
water at low tide. 

Jeremiah's gutter may alfo be called a brook, though it 
is very narrow, and not more than fqurteen rods in length. 

As there is fittle room for thefe brooks to run, they arc 
neceffarily formed on a minute fcale. 

Frefli ponds are not numerous in Eaftham, there beim 
eight only- The moft remarkable are Great pond and 
Long pond. Great pond is a quarter of a mile from the 
weftern fliore. A communication was opened between it I 
and the bay, for the purpofe of fufFering alewives to pafs I 
into it : it foon clofed. A narrow neck, about forty feet 
wide, feparates it from Long pond j the diftance of which 
from Mill pond, connefted with the northern arm of Nau* 
fet harbour, is riot more than a furlong. Here thofe who 
think it as eafy to dig through the land, as to mark a line 
qn a map, will be difpofed to cut a canal from the ocean to 
the bay. As the ground is generally low, the labour 
would not be great ; but unfortunately the canal, if made, 
would not long exift. 

The foil of the tpwnfliip is various. A large proportion 
is fandy and barren.* On the weft fide, a beach extends 
from the north line, near a half of a mile wide, till it conxs 
to Great pond, where it ftretches acrofs the townfliip at 
qioft to Town cove. This barren traft, which does not 
now contain a particle of vegetable mould, formerly pro- 
duced wheat. The foil however was light. The fand in 
fome places, lodging againft the beach grafs,t has been not 
ed into hills fifty feet high, where twenty-five years ago no 
hills exifted. In others it has filled up fmall vallies and 
fwamps. Where a ftrong-rooted bufli flood, the appear- 
ance is fingular : a mafs of earth and fand adheres to it, 
refembling a fmall tower. In feveral places rocks, whick 

were 

• * S^e Maff. Mag. Vol. 3. p. 75. 

t See Defcription of the Eaftem Coaft of the County of Bamftable» 
P. no. 
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were formerly covered with foil, are cUfdoiied ; and being 
lafhed by the fand, driven againft them by the wind, 
look as if they were recendy dug from a quarry. 

On the eaftcrn fide of the townftiip, is a traft of about 
two hundred acres, equal, and by many fuppoled fuperi-^ 
our, to any land in the county. Three cedar fwamps on 
the weft of it, three quarters of a mile in length, ftill 
guard it in a great mesiure againft the irruptions of the 
fand. This good land will yidd, with manure, thirty-fivc, 
and Ibmetimes forty-five, bufliels of Indian corn to au 
acre, and from twenty to thirty bufliels of rye, 

North of the fertile traft on the eaftern fide of Eaft- 
ham, the land is light and fandy ; but, except for the difr 
tance of a half of a mile from the bounds of Wcllfleet, is 
good for the lower part of the county. In this part of 
the townfliip the greateft quantities of corn are grown. 

As very little of the land is good for graft, the raifing 
of grain is the principal bufincfs to which the farmers at- 
tend. More corn' is produced than the inhabitants con- 
fume ; and above a thoufand bufliels, about half of which 
are fold in Wellfleet, are annually fent to market. Five 
and twenty years ago, three times this quantity was ex- 
ported. The foil being free from ftones, a plough pafles 
through it fpeedily ; and after the corn has come up, a 
fmall Cape horfe, fomewhat larger than a goat, will, with 
the aflifbnce of two boys, e;afily hoe three or four acres 
in a day. Several farmers are accuftomed to produce five 
hundred bufliels of grain annually ; and not long fince, 
one of them raifed eight hundred bufliels, on fixty acres. 
This, however, was extraordinary, and may never be done 
again. 

In Eaftham and in Orleans a little wheat and flax are 
raifed, particularly on the beft land. The former is fub- 
jeft to be blafted in both townfliips. There is fuffident 
fait hay ; but very little Englifli hay is cut in Eaftham. 

Except a trad of oaks and pines, adjoining the fouth 
line of Wellfleet, and which is about a mile and a half 
wide, no wood is left in the townfliip. The forefts were 
imprudently cut down many years ago ; and no obftadc 
being oppofed to the ftiry of the wind, it has alreadv covr 
ered with barrennefs the large traft above defcribed, and 

threaten^ 
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threictens the whole townlhip with deftruftion. For th« 
pre&at its rage fccms in fome degree to be checked by en* 
cloiiires and planting beach grafs. Thefe meafures, if per* 
^ered in, though they may not retrieve the foil already 
loft, will guard the fertile grounds^ which fiill fiouriih 
amidft a dtfart of fand* 

The high land of Cape Ck)d) which begins at the Clay 
pounds in Truro, on which, in the year i/pS* a light hou4 
was erefted, terminates a mile north of Eadftham. This 
townfliip is chiefly a plain. There are a few rifing grounds 
and vallies, particularly in the fertile trad. Moft of the 
houies, being protefted neither by hills nor woods, ftand 
in bleak and expofed fituations* 

The county road from Harwich to Wellfleet paffes over 
the barren iands j and conveys to JRxangers, who are nat* 
urally induced to take this way, a worfe opinion of Eaft# 
ham than it deferves. Soon after entering on this fccne 
of defolation, a road turns to the right, and leads over the 
good land. Thefe two roads meet on the narrow neck, 
which Jies between Long pond and Mill pond, where again 
they diverge, the road on the right hand being very good 
for this part of the county ; but in fevour of the other 
nothing can be faid, except that it is the fhorteft, and that 
it is not as bad as the roads of Wellfleet. 

There are at prefent in Eaftham a hundred and twenty* 
two families, who inhabit ninety-nine dwelling houfeSi 
feven of which only are two ftories in height. The other 
buildings are, befide barns, two windmills, two fchod 
houfes, and a meeting houfe, which this year has been en* 
larged and repaired. 

There is no village in the townlhip ; but feveral quar* 
ters of it are diftinguifhed by appropriate appeUatioos* 

The north-eaft part retains the ancient Indian name, 
Naufet. . 

The north-weft part, a little north of the centre of the 
townihip, is called Hal^xmds. It receives its name from 
two finjdl ponds near it. 

The part weft of the meeting houfe, fouth of Great and 
Long ponds, and north of Great meadow, is denominated 
Great Neck } which terminates in Mulford's cliff. 

Three 
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Three fiihing veflels only are owned by the inhabitants, 
and three coafters, which in fummer bnng lumber from 
the diftria of Maine, and in winter go to tiae Weft-Indies. 
Not fo many of the young men are engaged in the cod« 
fifliery as in other lower towns of the county ; but a 
number are employed in the merchants' fervicc, and fail 
from Bofton. 

Fifhes are the fame as on other parts of the coaft. By 
the a(f): c& incorporation, which feparated Orleans from 
Eaftham, the benefits of the ihell-filhery are to be mutu- 
ally ihared. About a hundred barrels of clams for b^t 
are annually colkfted in Eaftham* 

The dimate does not differ materially from that of oth* 
cr parts of the county. Hyfterick fits are very common 
in Orleans, Eafthajm, and the towns bdow, particularly on 
funday, in the time of divine fervice. When one woman 
is affefted, five or fix others generally fympathize with 
her ; and the congregation is thrown into the utmoft 
Confrifion. Severed old men fuppofe, unphilofophically 
and uncharitably perhaps, that the will is partly concern- 
ed, and that ridicule and threats would have a tendency 
to prevent the evil. Nervous diforders and the pulmo- 
nary confumption are alio frequent in this place. 

The territory conftituting the old colony of Hymouth, 
before the arrival of the Englilh, was poffeffcd by a nation 
of Indians flyled the Wamponoags or Pawkunnawkuts.* 
The Indians in the county of Barnftable were a diftinft 
people ; but they were fubjeft in fome refpedls to the 
chief (achem <rf Uie Wamponoags. Of thefe petty tribes, 
the Naufet Indians appear to have been the mofi; impor- 
tant. They dwdt on the land, which the Enrfifh after- 
wards fettled by the name of Eaftham j and their country 
extended from Nobfcu£kt to Cape Cod, induding Saw- 
katucket, Monamoyick, Potanumaquut, Pononakanit, 

Pamet, 

* Cookings Hift. ColL of the Ind. in N. Eng. chap. 11. «• 4. The 
name of this nation is fpelled in many different manners : PadrannkUe 
and Puckanokick, by Purchas ; Pocanaket, by Morton, and Pockanoc- 
kett, by his Continuatbr % Pacanokik, by Prince ; and Pokanockct by 
Hutchinfon. A iimilar diforder prerails in the orthography of other 
Indian names. 
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Pamet, and Mefliawn.* The principal feats of the Naufet 
Indians were at Namfkeket, within the limits of Orleans^ 
and about the Covcj which divides this lownftiip from 
Eaftham; At the latter place fliell fifli have always been 
plenty : food therefore could cafily be obtained in abun- 
dance.! 

Cape Cod being difcovered by Gofhold in the year 
1602, feveral Enguih veffels after this period vifited the 
coaft. In 1 614, Capt. John Smith, the celebrated naviga- 
tor,! after touching at feveral places on the eoaft of New 
England, embarked for London, and left his flxip under the 
command of Thomas Hunt, to load it with fifh for Spainw 
After his lading ^^vas completed, and he was ready to fail, 
Hunt, under the pretence of trading with them, enticed 
into the fliip twenty IncHans from Patuxet, and feven from 
Naufet.' He feized on thefe unfufpecting natives, confined 
them in the hold of the veffel, and carried them to Mala- 
ga ; where he fold a number of them for twenty pounds a 
man ; and would have difpofed of the whole in the fame 
way, if the monks of that city had not compaffionatdy in* 
terfered, and refcued thofe who remained out of his 
hands. II This atrocious deed kindled in the hearts of the 
Indians a fire of hatred, which was not extinguilhed dur- 
ing many years. All farther attempts at commerce with 
them became in a high degree dangerous ; and on fundry 
occafions they exercifed on the Europeans the deepeft re* 
venge.§ 

In 1 61 7, the country of the Pawkunnawkuts was nearif 
depopulated by the Great Plague.^ The Naufet Indians, 
and other tribes eaft of Patuxet, appear in a great meafure 
to have efcaped the peftilence. In 

* HutchiUfon. Vol. i. p. 459. ift edit. Gookin. chap. VIII. § 2. 

f The great numbers of broken fhells remaining in the neighouthood 
of this Cove prove that the territory was formerly well fetUed by the 
Indians* 

t For an entertaining narrative of Capt. Smith's romantick adven- 
tures, fee Belknap's Biography, Vol. I. 

fl I. Mather's Relation of Troubles in N. Eng. p. 2. Prince's 
Annals, p. 40. Mourt. 38. 

§ Prince's Ann. p. 41, 45, 68. Belknap's Biog. Vol. 11. p. 21 x. 
I. Mather's Relation, p. 4. 

f Prince's Ann. p. 46. 
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Three iiihing veflels only are owned by the inhabitants, 
and three coafters, which in fummer bring lumber from 
the diftria of Maine, and in winter go to the Weft-Indies- 
^ot fo many of the young men are engaged in the cod- 
ilhery as in other lower towns of the county ; but a 
lumber are employed in the merchants* fervicc, and fail 
Tom Bofton. 

Fifhes are the fame as on other parts of the coaft. By 
:he a(f): c& incorporation, which feparated Orleans from 
Eaftham, the benefits of the ihell-fiihery are to be mutu- 
illy ihared. About a hundred barrels of clams for bait 
ire annua^y colkded in Eafihamr 

The dimate does not diflFer materially from that of oth« 
;r parts of the county. Hyfterick fits are very common 
in Orleans, Eafthajtn, and the towns bdow, particularly on 
funday, in the time of divine fervice. When one woman 
is affefted, five or fix others generally fympathize with 
ler ; and the congregation is thrown into the utmofl: 
ionfiifion. Severd old men fuppofe, unphilofophically 
ind uncharitably perhaps, that the will is partly concern- 
ed, and that ridicule and threats would have a tendency 
to prevent the evil. Nervous diforders and the pulmo- 
nary confumption are alfo frequent in this place. 

The territory conftituting the old colony of Hymouth, 
before the arrival of the Englifh, was poffeflcd by a nation 
of Indians ftyled the Wamponoags or Pawkunnawkuts.* 
The Indians in the county of Barnfiable were a diftinft 
people ; but they were fubjeft in fome refpefts to the 
chief fachem <rf the Wamponoags. Of thefe petty tribes, 
the Naufet Indians appear to have been the moft impor- 
tant. They dwelt on the land, which the Englifh after- 
wards fettled by the name of Eaftham j and their country 
extended from Nobfcu£kt to Cape Cod, induding Saw- 
katucket, Monamoyick, Potanumaquut, Pononakanit, 

Pamet, 



* Gookin's Hift. ColL of the Ind. in N. Eng. chap. 11. «, 4. The 
name of this nation is fpelled in many different manners : rackanokys 
and Puckanokick, by Purchas ; Pocanaket, by Morton, and Pockanoc- 
kett, by his Continuatbr \ Pacanokik, by Prince ; and Pokanockct by 
Hutchinfon. A fimilar diforder prerails in the orthography of other 
Indian names. 
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AAer this a friendly intercourfe was maintained, for 
©ore than a vear, between the Englilh at Plymouth and 
the Indians or Naufet. Supplies of corn and beans were 
obtsdned of thefe natives by the colonifts, who, in the 
fummer of 1622, were reduced almoft to aftate of famine** 
Trade was carried on between the two parties with fair- 
nefs and honour y and the perfons employed in the^, 
bufine^ were treated by the Indians witb re%e£b and£ 

kindnefs.t 

But in the' fpring of 1623, the cdonifts received infer* 
niation from Mafafloit, who continued faithful to them, 
that there was a confpiracy among the Indians, in whicfc 
the fachems of Naufet and Pamet had joined, to extirpattF 
the Englilh. In confequence of this intelligence, Capt ' 
Standim was difpatched to the bay of Maflachufetts, ^ 
where he put to death the principal confpirators. This 
prompt execution fo terrified the reft of the natives^ 
that they abandoned their houfes, and concealed themfdves 
in fwanms ^ where they contrafted difeafes, by whicb 
many of^them miferably perifhed. Among others, wha 
fell viftims to their fears, was Afpinet, the iachem cli 
Naufet, and lyanough, the courteous fachem. of Cumma^ ^ 
quid.| ^ 

By thefe difafters the Naufet Indians were reduced 2000 ^ 
humbled. They probably foon returned, however, to 
an amicable correspondence with the Englifh ; for M 
than four years after the con^iracy, we find them agiiil JJ 
kindly affifting the Englifli and felling them corn.|| *^ 

Though the Englifh had fettled eight towns in thecdo- 
ny of Plymouth during the firft twenty years ; yet ao at- 
tempt had been made to begin a plantation in Naufet. b 
the year 1640, " the purchafers or old comers'* of Ply- 
njouth colony obtained of the court the grant of a tra& of 
land, from the bounds of Yarmouth three miles to thtt 
eaftward of Namfkeket, and acrofs the neck from fea ta 

fea* 
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* Prince's Ann. p. Ii8. Winflow. i6. 

f Prince's Ann. p. 124. Belknap's Biog. Vol. 11. p. t2i. 
Winflow. 27. 

X Prince's Ann. p. r29— 133. Belknap's Biog. Vol. 11. p. 130^ 
231. Winflow. 49, 59, 66. 

]| Prince's Aim. p. 164. 
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lei.* But no immediate ufe was made of it, nor was any 
townfliip begun. 

Three years after this grant, 1 643, feveral members of the 
church of Plymouth became diffatisfied with their fituation. 
^otwithftanding the favourable opinion which the colon* 
ifts had firft .conceived of the place,! they difcovezed in a 
few y^rs, that th^y Jtiad built their town in the neighbour. 
hood of one ojF the moft barren parts of New England. 
The :lpots of good land are Ihiall, and few in number ; 
}bnd plains and hiJils of land furjound the harbour, and 
extend to a diftance from it into the <:ouiitry, rendering 
it improbable that Plymouth could ever be raifed into a 
flouriihing and opulent capital. Many perfons had already 
left the town ; and at this time fundry refpeftable mem- 
bers requefting a difmiflion, the church began ferioufly 
to refleft, whether it was not better to remove in a body 
%Q another place, than thus to be weakened and infenfibly 

diflblved- 

Many meetings of the church were held on the fubjeft ; 
^d there was a great diverfity of fentiments among the 
members. Some were iot ftiU remaining together in Ply- 
mouth, alleging that they could live there very well, pro- 
Hded they would be contented with their fituation j and 
that not the fear of poverty, but the defire of enriching 
themfelves, was the motive of thofe who wiflied to depart. 
Others were determined to remov^c, declaring that if the 
Birhole church would not go, they would go by themfdves. 
Mic members of \he, church, notwithftanding this differ- 
ence of opinion, fdt mutually the afiedHon of brethren ; 
ind were ui^willing to be deprived of the fociety and 
^iendihip of each other. At length, therefore, thofe who 
preferred Haying in Hymouth yielded to the fentiment of 
the others ; and a removal was univerially agreed to, on 
the condition that they could find a place, which would 
convemently receive the whole church, with the addition 
of fuch perfons as might hereajfter join them. 

This being refolved, feveral place^ were propofed, and 
imong others Naufet, which the Govemour, Mr. Brad- 

ford, 

• Hazard's Coll. Vol. I. p. 466. Plym. Col. Records. Lib. W. 
FoL 276. 

t See Mourt's Relation. 23. 



l54 Hi/lory of Eq/Ubam. 

ford, apprehended would be a commodious iituation, lie 
luving had occaiion once or twice to vifit this part of the 
country, and having found here a trad of fertile land, 
which had alfo been commended by others as a rich foil.* 

The church acceding to the proportion of the Governour, 
m committee was choten and fent to Naufet on difcovery. 
They took, however, a fuperficial view only of the place ; 
and hence fuppofed that it was larger than it afterwards 
proved to be. After their return to Hymouth, the mem* 
bers of the church, knowing that *' the purchafers or old 
comers** had a grant of hnds in this part of the country, 
thought it necraary to apply to them for their confent ; 
which being obtained, it was concluded by the church to 
fend a number of perfons to make a more complete dif- 
covery and furvey of Naufet, and alfo to purchale the foil 
of the natives. This was in June, 1644. 

Accordingly a committee, confifting of Thomas Wncc, 
John Doane, Nicholas Snow, Joiias Cook, Richard Higgins, 
John Smalley, and Edward Bangs, who were the firlt fet- 
tlers of Eafiham, with the addition of the Governour and 
many other members of the church, was chofen, and fent 
on a fecond difcovery. Thefe perfons having proceeded 
to Naufet, and made an accurate furvey of the plac^ 
judged that it was not capable of containing more than | 
twenty or twenty-five families ; and confequently that it \ 
was not large enough to accommodate the whole church, ' 
much lefe to afford room for ftiture increafe. They 
thought proper, however, to purchafe the foil of the na- 
tives ; which was done accordingly. 

The lands, which were then bought, were as follows : 
A traft of land called Pochet, with two iflands lying before 
Potanumaquut, with a beach and fmall ifland upon it ; 
alfo all the land called Namikeket, extending northward 
to the bounds of the territory belonging to George, the 
£tchem, excepting a fmall iflandf which was purchafed 
afterwards. Thefe trafts were bought of the fachem of 
Monamoyick, Mattaquafon, who laid claim to them. Of 
George, the fachem, probably the immediate fucceffor of 

Afpinet, 

* See Morton's Mem. p. 34. edit. 1721. 
t Pochet ifland. 
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Afpinet, thty bought at the fame time all the lands belong* 
ing to him ; extending northward from the bounds of 
the territory claimed by Mattaquafon, excepting a fmall 
neck of land lying by the harbour on the eafk fide of the 
traft ; which neck of land the Englilh ftipulated to fence ; 
that the Indians might ufe it as a conindd. It was alfo 
agreed between the Engliih and Indians, that fuch of 
them as were the natur^d inhabitants of the place ihould 
have liberty to get fhell fifh in the cove ; and likewile 
that they fhould have a part of the blubber, which fhould 
be driven on ihore, the proportion to be determined by 
the Englifh. At this time it was demanded, who laid 
daim to Biliingfgate, which wis underfiood to be all the 
land in the bay, north of the territory purchafed of 
George, the fachem. The anfwer was. There was not any 
who owned it. Then fiaid the committee. That land is 
ours. The Indians anfwered. It was. 

The committee, having completed the buQnefs, returned 
to Plymouth, and made report to the church ; who, judg- 
ing that Naufet was not only too fmall to receive the 
whole body, but alfo too remote from the centre of the 
colony to be a fit place for the metropolis of the govern- 
ment, determined not to remove. Liberty, however, 
was given to thc^e, who chofe to go, to begin the planta« 
tion, they agreeing to pay for the purchafe, which at firft 
was made in the name of the whole church.* 

In the mean time a grant was obtained of the colony 
court in the following words : 

1644. *' The court doth grant unto the church of 
New Plymouth, or thofe that go to dwell at Naufet, all 
the traft of land lying between fea and fea, from the 
purchafers bounds at Namlkeket, to the Herring brook 
at Billingfgate, with £tid Herring brook, and all the mead- 
ows on both fides the laid brook, with the great bais 
pond there, and all meadows and iflands lying within the 

faid traft."t 

This grant induded the prefent townlhips of Eaflham, 
Wdlfleet, and Orleans. It extended fouth to Monamo- 

yick 

♦ PlTm. Col. Rec. Lib. III. Fol. 276. 
t Pljxn. Col. Rec. Lib. IL FoL 1x2. 
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yick bay, or the Eaftern haxbour, or Great harbour, as 
It was then fometimes called. At one end it was bounded 
by the " lands belonging to the purchafers or old comers,'^ 
afterwards fettled by the name of Harwich* ; and at the 
other, by lands which were afterwards incorporated by 
the name of Truro ; bein? in length about fifteen miles* 

Thomas Prince, and the others above named, having 
obtained poffeffion of the grant and the right of property, 
removed immediately to Naufet, and began to fettle the 
townfhip.f Thcfe perfons arc 6id to have been amon] 
the moft refpeftable inhabitants of Plymouth. The churd 
regretted their departure, viewing herfelf as a mother 
grown old and forfaken by her children, though not in 
their afieftions, yet in their company and perfonal affift- 
ance.J But however the emigration might be lamented 
at that time, it was produftive of great good to the col- 
ony ; as, whilft it did not effentially injure the church oi 
Plymouth, which foon fupplied with other members the 
lofi which it had fuftained, it eventually led to the fettle- 
ment of all the lower part of the county of Barnftable ; 
in confcquence of which the Indians there, ftill from their 
numbers a formidable body, were overawed and their 
good will obtained ; and they were pf evented from join- 
ing in any hoftile attempts againft the Englilh in the wars 
which afterwards enfued, 

Of the firft planters of Naufet, Thomas Prince was the 
leader. This gentleman was born in England, and came 
to America in the fliip Fortune, which arrived at Plym* 
outh, November, i&2i,|| being then in the twenty^fecond 
year of his age. He was firft chofen governour of the 
colony in the year 1 634 ; but Governour Bradford being 
re-elefted the next year, Mr. Prince was appointed an a2 
fiftant. He continued in this office, except in the year 
1638, when he was a fecond time chofen governour, till 
the death of Mr. Bradford, in i657.§ At this period a 

. ^ppfi"°° 

* Plym. Col. Rec. A. D. 1654. Maff. Afts and Laws. A. D. 1694. 
f Morton*s Mem. p. 159. 

X Cotton's Account of the Church in Plym. in Coll. of Hi(L Soc. 
Vol. IV. p. 112, 113. Plym. Col. Rec. Lib. III. Fol. 276. 
II Prince Ann. p. 114. 

P Morton's Mem. p. 133— xSj* 
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difpoiition nrevauled in the colony to di£countenance the 
r^ular mimftcrs, by ietdng up the gifts of private breth- 
ren in opposition to them. The friends of learning thought 
that no method would be more eSedual in preventing the 
churches from being overwhelmed vAxh ignorance, than the 
elediion of Mr. Prince to the office of governour ; and this 
point being gained, the adverfe party irom that time funk 
Inta confiifion. On this occafion he left Eafiham and re- 
turned to Plymouth, where he refided tUl his death, which 
took place March 29th. 1673, ^^ ^^^ feventy-third year of 
his age, after he had ferved Us country in the office of gov- 
ernour dghteen years. His death was much lamented, 
and his body honourably buried at Plymouth, the eighth 
of April following. He was a man of great worth and 
piety ; eminently qualified in an infant colony for the of- 
fice of governour, the duties of which he faithfully and 
confdentioufly difcharged ; fludious of peace, a well-wilh<» 
er to all who feared God, and a terrour to the wicked ; 
rigid however in his religious opinions, and a zealous op- 
pofer of thofe whom he tnought hereticks, particularly of 
the Quakers, who " placed their juftification upon their 
patience and fuSering for their opinions, and on their 
righteous life." Mr. Prince was in particular difHnguiih* 
ea for his integrity. As a magiflxate he fo fcrupuloufly 
rejefted every thing which had even the appearance of a 
bribe, that if any perfon, who had a caufe at court, fent 
a prefent to his family during his abfencc, on hearing of 
it, he immediately returned the value of it in money* 
l^iis natural abiUties were good, but they were not much 
improved by education ; uie want of which he duly fdt, 
and this led to encourage learning to the utmoft of his 
power. It was he, who, in oppofition to the clamours of 
the ignorant and felfifh, procured revenues for the fup- 
port of grammar fchools in the colony.* Mr. Prince was 
tvrfce married.! One of his defcendants was the learned 
and accurate author of the Annals of New England, which 
have preferved many valuable materials of tae early hif* 

tory 

♦ Hym. Col. Rec. A. D. 1673. Morton's Mem. p. 183, 190, I9i» 
1979 198, 244. Mather's Magnal. Book II. chap. II. § 2. 

t Prhxce's Amu p. ijo. MS. in poffeflion of the writer of this 
article* 
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torjr di the colonics, which but for the labours of theiif 
indoflrious author would have been irretrievably loft. 
Pofterity, to whom the principles, feelings, habits, and 
fulSerings of the planters of New England will be intereft-* 
ing objects of contemplation, will lament that the negle£b 
of the contemporaries of this gentleman prevented him 
from bringing his work to a condufion. 

Next in rank to Mr. Prince, among the planters of 
Naufet, was John Doane. This gentleman came early 
to New England, and was cho&n affiftant in the year 
1633.* Before his removal he was a deacon of the church 
of Plymouth-t His pofterity have principally remained 
within the ancient limits of Estftham ; and feveral of them 
have been men of refpedable charaders both in former 
and later times.J 

Of the other planters of Naufet little is now known^ 
Edward Bangs and Nicholas Snow)j came to New England 
in the fliip -Ajnne, which arrived at Plymouth July, i623.§ 
The defcendants of the former are chiefly to be found in 
Harwich \ the numerous pofterity of the latter in Har« 
wich, Truro, and within the ancient limits of Eafiham. 
Richard Higgins alfo came to Plymouth not many years 
after that town began, as his name appears on the lift of 
freemen in the year 1633.^ There are more femilies <rf 
this name in the county of Barnilabic than of any otheri 
except that of Smith ; and nearly the whole of them live 
in Elafiham, Orleans, and Wellfleet. Defcendants of Cook 
and Smalley remain in the county ; but they are not nu- 
merous. At what time thefe two perfons came to New 
England is unknown. Francis, John, and Jacob Cook 
were among the early fettlers of the colony** j Jofiai 
Cook might be the ion of one of them. 

Theile perfons having feated themielves in Naufet, from 

time 

* Plyni. Col. Rec. 1633. In Morton's Mem. p. izo, bj an enoor 
tf the prefix the name is Dove. 

t Cotton's Ace, of the Ch. in Plym. 

} Rec. of Maff. A. D. 1693, 1759, 1770, &c. 

U Plym. Col. Rec. 

$ Prince's Ann. p. 139. 

f PlyaL CoL Records. 

?• iljuu CoL Rec. A.D. 1635. 
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di^iition prevailed in the colony to difconntenance the 
r^ular minifters, by fetting up the gifts of private breth* 
ren in oppofition to them. The friends of learning thought 
that no method would be more efiFedhial in preventing the 
churches from being overwhelmed with ignorance, than the 
clediion of Mr. Prince to the office of governour ; and this 
point being gained, the adverfe party from that time funk 
inta confufion* On this occafion he left Eafiham and re- 
turned to Plymouth, where he refided till his death, which 
took place March 29th. 1673, ^^ ^^^ feventy-third year of 
his age, after he had fervcd his country in the office of gov- 
ernour eighteen years. His death was much lamented, 
and his body honourably buried at Plymouth, the eighth 
of April following. He was a man of great worth and 
piety ; eminently qualified in an infant colony for the of- 
fice of governour, the duties of which he faithfully and 
confdentioufly difcharged ; ftudious of peace, a well-wifti* 
er to all who feared God, and a terrour to the wicked ; 
rigid however in his religious opinions, and a zealous op- 
pofer of thofe whom he thought hereticks, particularly of 
the Quakers, who " placed their juftification upon their 
patience and fuflFering for their opinions, and on their 
righteous life." Mr. Prince was in particular diftinguiih* 
ed for his integrity. As a magiftrate he fo fcrupuloufly 
rgefted every thing which had even the appearance of a 
bribe, that if any perfon, who had a caufe at court, fent 
a prefent to his family during his abfence, on hearing of 
it, he immediately returned the value of it in money* 
|Bis natural abilities were good, but they were not much, 
improved by education ; the want of which he duly fdt, 
and this led to encourage learning to the utmoft of his 
power. It was he, who, in oppofition to the chmours of 
the ignorant and felfifli, procured revenues for the fup- 
port of grammar fchools in the colony.* Mr. Prince was 
twice married.! One of his defcendants was the learned 
and accurate author of the Annals of New England, which 
have preferved many valuable materials of the early hif* 

tory 

_ ~ I niT 1 111 11 ■ - - - , ^ y- 

♦ Plyxn. Col. Rec. A. D. 1673, Morton's Mem. p. 183, 190, 191^ 
1979 198, 244. Mather's Magnsd. Book II. chap. II. § 2. 

t Prince's Aim. p. xjo. MS. in poffeflion of the writer of dils 
article. 
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chafe from the Batives, proceeded to cidtivate their lands. . 
A church was gathered foon after their arrival f \ but the J 
inhabitants were not fufficiently numerous to fupport % 
minifter of religion till the year 1672, when the Reverend 
Samuel Treat was ordained. J This gentleman is entitled 
to a difiinguifhed rank among the evangdifts of New Eng- V 
land ; and by his zeal and labours, he not only converted h 
many of the Indians to the faith which he embraced, but I 
he was alfo the happy infirument of reducing them to a \l 
ftate of order and civilization. « 

The excellent Mr. Eliot was, however, the firft mover in 
this benevolent work ; and to him the higheft praife % 
juftly due. After converting the Indians in nis neighbour- 
hood, he travelled into the colony of Plymouth, and 
preached to the natives there* Not fatisfied with this €S^ 
ertion, he wrote letters to feveral perfons of learning and^ 
piety, urging them to accompHfti themfelves for the under-i 
taking. liis example and exhortations made fudb an irn- 
preffion on the mind of Mr. Richard Bourne of Sandwich, 
that he entered on the fervice with a<9ivity and ardour* 
Having firft obtained a competent knowledge of their lan-« 
guage, he turned his attention to the Indians, who livedlii 
louthward and eaftward of him. His labours were crowiw h 
cd with fuccefs ; and many of them were converted to tk ii 
faith, and feveral of them were taught to read and write.* 
There is extant a letter written by him to Mr. Goddn ffl 
the year 1674 ; and it appears from it, that there wen 
then, in the feveral villages below Sandwich, above thm h 
hundred Indians, who met together on the Lord's day to 11 
worfhip God. In this letter the name of Mr. Treat, zsA i 
of the other fettled minifters in, the county, is not men- a 
tiQned. Probably none of them had yet begun to imitate 
the laudable example of Mr. Bourne. 

Mr. Treat, however, foon after engaged with earneft- 
nei^ in the bufinefs, and proiecuted it wkh zeal during a 

great 
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t Mather*ff Magnal. B. II. chap. rr. § 2. Cotton^s Ace, of Ch. to 
Plym. 

X Infcription on the grave ftone of Mr. Treat. 

• CoU. of Rift. Soc. Vol. III. p. 189. Oookin'f Hift. Col d* 
V. $ 5. and chap. VIII. § i, 2. 
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great number of years.* In 1685, when an account of 
the praying Indians in the colony of Plymouth was tranf- 
initted to England by Govenour Hinkley, it was found 
that they amounted to five hundred men and women, 
irithin the limits of Mr. Treat's pariih, befide boys and 
prlsy who were fuppofed to be more than three times that 
fiumber.t 

Eight years after this period, at the requeft of Dr. L 
Mather, he wrote a letter, which, as it contains valuable 
.nformation, it may be proper to give entire. 



cc 



Reverend and worthy Sir, 
I being advertifed, that it would not be unfeafonable 
)r unferviceable at this jundure to give yourfelf a true 
ind impartial account, both of the number, as alfo of the 
>refent fiate of our Lidians, and acceptation and enter- 
lainment of the gofpel among them, and their profefled fub* 
jeftion thereunto : wherefore. Sir, you may be aflured as 
KiEoweth. 

^^ That there are five hundred and five adult| perfons 
^ Indians within the limits of our townihip, unto whom, 
hefe many years pafi:, I have, from time to time, imparted 
he gofpd of our Lord Jefus Chrifl: in their own language, 
xid I truly hope not without fucceis ; and yet I continue 
ti the fame fnrvice, eamefily imploring, and not without 
lopes expe<5ting and waiting for, a more plentiful down 
louring of the fpirit from on high among them. And I 
^erily do not know of, nor can I learn, that there is fo 
riuch as one of thefe five hundred Indians, that does ob- 
binatdy abfent from, but do jointly frequent and attend 
»n the preaching of the word, and countenance the fame ; 
lot only frequenting and attending ieafbns of worihip of 
L divine fan^ion, but alfo other occafional opportunities^ 
vhen the gofpel is dilpenfed to them ; and when our con- 
gregations folemnize publick days of prayer, with fafting, 
^x of praifes, I ufually giving them advertifement thereof, 

th( 



* Infcriptton on Mr. Treat's grave (tone. See alfo his letter to Dn 
• Mather. 

+ Hutch. Hift. VoL I. p. 349. 

X Mr. T. probably wrote 500^ and the printer niftook the lecon4 
yphcr for a 5. 
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$^cf readily comply therewith in their refpefHve aiTem* j 
hiies. I 

' ** They haye foiav diftin£k affemblies, in fo\ir villages, be* 
longing to our tQwnfiiip ; in which four affemblies they 
have four teacher^, of their own chd^ce, of the more for 
l)er, weU affe^d, and underilanding perfons among them ; 
vho do duly preach to them, when I am not wim them. 
Thefe Indian teachers repair to my houfe once a wedk, to 
be further inftrufted, fro modulo meo^ in Jhe concernments 
proper for their fervice and fiatioc. 

"There are in the four abovefaid villages four fchod 
mailers, of the beft accomplilhed for that fervice, who 
teach their youth to read and write their own language. 

** There are alfo jfix juftices of the peace, or magiftrates, 
in the four abovefaid villages, who regulate their civil at 
fsurs, and punilh criminals and tranfgreffors of the civil 
law. They have their ftated courts, and other inferiour 
officers, in a fubferyiency to their civil eupolituejlhau 

" There are among them many of a ferious, fober, civ- 
ilized converlition and deportment, who are making ef- 
iays towards a further progreffive ftep of obedience and 
conformity to the rules of the sofpel, viz. an ecdeiiaftica] 
combination, having a great deure to be baptized. 

" They are very ferviceable, by their labour, to tte 
Englilh vicinity ; and have, all along, fince our wars witi 
their nation, been very friendly to the En^liih, and for- 
ward to ferve them in that quarrel : Their deportment, 
SMid conveiie, and garb, being more manly and laudabk 
than any other Indians, that I haye obferved in the 
province. 

" But, Sir, I would not be tedious ; only craving jo"^ 
intereft at the throne of grace for us, that we may be fer- 
viceable to the name and kingdom of our Lord Jefus : fo? 
I fubfcribe. 

Sir, youfs willingly, 

Samuel Treat.* 
Eaflham, Aug. 23d. 1693. 



Rev. Increafe Mather, Pres. of the College." 

■ ■ , ■ I ■ 1 1 

* Mattfiew &£ayhew's NarratiTe. 1694. p. 47. 
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It 15 remarkable that Mr. Treat in tlus letter eftimates 
the adult praying Indians under his paftoral care at about 
five hundred ; which number agreeing with the enumera- 
tion of Govemour Hinkley^ it is probable that he had not 
taken the trouble to make a new cenfus, fuppofing that 
no material alteration had happened in eight years. But 
that 'the number of his Indians had diminiihed, either 
before or not long after the year 1693, appears from the 
Report of Grindal Rawfon and Samuel Danforth.f Thefe 
gentlemen, being direfted by the commiffioners for the 
propagation of the gofpel in New En^and to examine 
the ftate of the praying Indians in Mauachufetts, in the 
fummer of 1698, vifited all their plantations in the prov- 
ince. Though they were informed at Eaftham by Mr. 
Treat, that the number of Indians under his care was ftill 
five hundred j yet their own obfervation did not confirm 
this account. 

At Potanumaquut, the firft village, they found twenty- 
two families and two fchoolmafters, one of whom, Thomas 
Cofhaumag, was the preacher. The rulers or magiftrates 
were Wimam Stockman, alias Quequaquonchet, and 
Lawrence Jeoffryes. ^ 

At Eaftharbour and Billingfgate, that is Melhawn and 
Punonakanit,* were about twenty houfes, in fome of 
which were two families. Daniel Munflie was the preach- 
er, and Daniel Samuel the ruler. 

At Monamoyick were fourteen houfes ; John Cofens 
the preacher and (choolmafter, and the rulers John Quafon 
and Menekifli. 

At Saukatucket wei?e fourteen families, to whom Ma- 
nafleh was the preacher and Jolhua Shauntam the ruler. 

In this Report there are four Indian villages, four 
preachers, and fix magifl;rates, as Mr, Treat reprefents in 
his letter, but not more than ninety families, making the 
moft liberal eftimate for the two villages in which the 
number of the houfes only is given. Supppfing therefore 
that there were fix perfons to a family, a large allowance 
for Indian population, the number of men, women, and 

children 

. f Appendix to Noyes's Ele^ion Sermon, 1698. p. 96. 
f See Gookia's Hift. CoU. chap. VUI. i'i. 
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children ocmld not have been more than five hundred and 
fyjctf. Of this number leis than four hundred mufl have 
been adults. Mr. Treat, as may be concluded from the 
wdl known integrity of his mind, without doubt honeftly 
intended to give a true account ; but he had not yet 
learned that an enumeration^ of Indians made in paft years 
is not to be depended on, as their nimibers are continue* 
aUy leflening. 

Mr. Treat, as he informs Dr. Mather, preached to the 
Indians in their own language. He had made him&If fo 
perfedly acquainted with their barbarous dialed, that he 
was able, to fjpeak, and to write it with great facility. 
Once in a month he preached in the fever al villages. At 
other times the Indian teachers read to their congrega-r 
tions the fermons, which he had written for them, they 
not being permitted to deliver compofitions of their own. 
In addition to thefe weekly talks, he was at the pains to 
tranflate the Confeffion of Faith into the Naufet language, 
for the edification of his converts* The book was printed, 
and many vears ago was in the poflefiion of one of his 
grand-daughtets.*' As he conceived that it would not be 
m his jpower to make much iihpreflion on the minds of 
the Inmans, unleis he gained their good will, he exerted 
himfelf to fecure their afiedions. Befide treating them 
on all occafions with affabiUty and kindnefs, he frequently 
vifited them at their wigwams, and with cheerfiilne& 
joined in their feftivals. The confequencc was, that the 
uldians, won by his engaging manners, venerated him 
as a paftor, and loved him as a father. Attentive to his 
comfort or neceflities, they performed for him a great 
deal of labour, for which they would not accept any 
compeniation ; and on fundry occafions they made him 
valuable prefents, as tefiimonies of their homage and 
regard. 

But neither his prayers, nor his zeal in reforming and 
civilizing them, nor the benevolent exertions of his wor-* 
thy coadjutors, could fave them from deftrudion. A 
blaiting wind appeared to have fmitten .the Indians, as 
foon as the Englifli took pofleflion of their country : 
they withered and died. Several years before the min- 
iftry of Mr. Treat was dofed, a &tal difeafe, fuppoied to 
» Mifs Eunics Pttne. kave 
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havt been a fc^r, fwept away a great number of hb 
converts. In the year 17459 as the author has been in« 
formed by an ag^d perfon, who then vifitcd Eaftham, 
few Indians were left within the townflup. By the cen^ 
fus of 1764, there were found reno^ning in Eaftham four 
[ndians, in Wdlfieet eleven, and in Harvtdch ninety«one. 
rhe greateft part of the latter numbcnr dwelt at Pota^ 
numaquut^ where a miflionary continued to preach fer- 
eral years after this period. But the Potanumaquut tribe 
having^ wafted away, the preacher was difmifled many 
years unce. At prefent there are three Indians at Potanum* 
aquut, and one in Eafiham. 

Sudi is the hiftory of tibe dedine of the Naufet tribes, 
[n other parts of New England, the Indians have con- 
fumed with equal or ftill greater rapidity. At this time 
a traveller may pals through the country, and he will 
as feldom meet with an mdian as with a rattkfhake. 
Before another century is completed, the red man will 
probably become as rare as the beaver : which is known 
to have been common in New England by the veftige9 
of its labours.* But pofierity will fpeak of him, as we 
now talk of the mammoth, as aja animal which has Icmg 
been extindi, but which certainly once exkfted ; for 
as the bones of the mammoth remain, fo the language 
of the Indian will be preferved in the vocabulary of 
Williams,! and the tranflations of Eliot.J 

To return to the hiftory of Eaftham : It was the only 
townflup, during many years, in this part of the county 
of Bam&ible. But in 1694, the trad: of land, granted 
to " the purchafers or old comers of Plymouth colony," 
being filled with a competent number of inhahitaxits, many 
of whom were derived from thi^i place, it was incorpor-- 
ated by the name of Harwich. In 1 700, the fettkment 
of Truro commenced by emigrants from Eaftham. Be« 

fore 

* See Belknap's Hift. of N. Hampflh VoL III. p. 154. 

t See Coll. of Hift. Soc. Vol. III. p. aoj. and Vol. V. p. 80. 

X Mr. EUot tranilated into the Indian language, the hihle, the Pra^Hce 
of Piety, Baxter's Call to the Unconrerted, and feveral other book^ 9II 
of which were ptiiiied. Grodssa's Hift. CclL dtnp. V. § 5* 
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fbrc churches were eftabliflied in thefe tWo townfhips, Mr. 
Treat performed parochial duties in both : and he appears, 
by his letter to Dr. Mather, but not with accuracy, to 
confider the whole of the county eaft of Yarmouth as 
within the limits of Eaftham. In the north precinft of 
the townlhip^ Billingfgate, a fmall nieeting houfe was built 
not long after the incorporation of Truro, and probably 
before the deceafe of Mr. Treat. Mr. Oakes^ the firft 
minifter, preached in it a number of years.* 

Mr* Treat, having pafled near half a century in the 
moft a^vet minifterial kbours, which he was enabled to 
fupport by a firm and vigorous conftitutionj had a ftiocfc 
of the paify a few years befdire his death. A fecond attack 
put an end to his Ufe, March i8th. 17 16-17, when he was 
m the iixty-ninth year of his age, and after he had been 
minifter of Eaftham forty-d&ye years.J 

He died foon after the remarkable ftorm, diftinguifhed 
in the annals of New England by the name of the Great 
Snowa The wind blew with violence ; and whilft the 
grounds around his houfe were left entirely bare, the iho^ 
was heaped up in the road to an uncommon heights It 
was in vain to attempt making a path^ His body there- 
fore was kept fever^ daysj till an arch could be dugj 
through which he was borne to the grave, the Indians, at 
their earneft requeft, being permitted in turn to carry the 
corpfe, and thus to pay the laft tribute of refped to the 
remains of their beloved paftor. 

Samuel Treat was the oldeft fon of the governour of 
Connefticut, Robert Treat,|| who was the father of twenty- 
one children. He was educated at Harvard College, and 
was graduated in the year 1669. By his firft wife, Eliza* 
beth Mayo, he had eleven children ; and by his fecond, 
Abigail, daughter of Rev. Samuel Willard, paftor of the 
South church in Bofton, he had two children, one of 

whom, 

* For the names of the other miniflers in this parifh fee Defcription 
of WeUfleet in Coll. of Hift. Soc. Vol. III. p. 1 18. 

f Mather's Magnal. B. III. p. 200. 

% Infcription on Mr. Treat's grave (lone. 

n For the charadter and exploits of tUs dilUnguifhed hero and patriOl# 
ftc TrvLmhvi}l*$ Hift. of Conn* Vol I. p. loi^j^^^. 
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•^hotti, Eunice, was the mother of judge Paine and of Mrs. 
GreenJeaf, wife of Jofeph Greenleaf, ETquire.* 

Mr. Treaty as may be fuppofed from the period in which 
he lived, was a Calvinift : but his Calvinifm was of the 
flxidleft kind ; not that moderate Calvinifm, which is.fo 
common at the prefent time, and which, by giving up, or 
expkdning away the peculiar doctrines of the party, like a 
porcupine difarmed of its quills, is unable to refift the 
feebleft attack : but confiftent Calvinifin, with all its 
nard and fliarp points, by which it can courageoufly de- 
fend itfelf ; in fine, fuch Calyiniiih, as the adamantine 
author of this fyftan would himfelf have avowed. 

The fa£t is eftabliihed beyond all difpute by a volume of 
lis fermons in manufcripty now in poffeffion of his grand- 
Ion. Thefe fermons are connefted in their fubjefts, are 
correftly tranfcribed, and appear to have been defigned 
f er publication. They diJ^lay learning ; and the dodbrines 
of his fe6t are defended with ability and ingenuity. 
The prefent age would not bear them, as itiany of the 
■words which he ufes have grown obfolete, and his images 
tso frequently are coarfe, and to a faftidious modern ear 
Vrould approach even to the ludicrous. Thefe fermons 
are diflinguilhed by their tremendous applications, in 
^hich he has caught the fpirit of Baxter and Allcine. 
Ihe following, extraft from the application of a dircourfe 
on Luke xyi. 23. is given as a fpecimen of his manner. 

*' Let this truth be an awful and folemn word of 
awakening to thee, that art yet in thy fins, and haft not 
truly repented of them. I have prefled thee to feriouf- 
tiefs from the confideration of death, and that is folemn ; 
but it may be that feems a litde thing to thee, and 
thou countefi it no fuch great matter to die ; and were 

the 

, - - -..,.-. — — ■_ — ^ — ^ 

* From the information of this gentleman and lady, particularif 
the latter, have been derived many of the fadts in the life and character 
of Mr. Treat. Mrs. Greenleaf is now in the feventy-eighth year of her 
age. Her grandmother, Mrs. Treat, who made the chaxa^er of ht-r 
deceafed hufband .a frequent fubje£l of converfation, died December 
57th. 1746. — It maybe proper to add here, that the knowledge of 
feveral fingle fads, for which authorities are not quoted, in tlic Hiftory 
of EafUiam, has been obtained from other fources, fuch as the report 
of aecd perfons, and uniform tradition. ^., 

L IFcl. vin.j 
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the Epicureair principle a truthy that man dies iivaff pe>i«tt^ 
like the bcafts that per ifh, it were of little concerainefltv 
Well then, if thou canft fee- nothing; in the grave to malce 
thee ferious, I befeech thee to- locdc a* little-further, and fee 
if thou canft find nothing' in* hell to ftartle and amaze 
thee, RemembeJr thou art ' not only going to the ^vCj 
which it may be thou niayft loofcupon-as^ an.eafer of nnfany 
of the forrows of this life, aftd i& mayfthave fbrae-abate^ 
mtot of the terrours of it ; but tlicm artgoiBg^ to he% 
the beginner of worfe, un^eakaMy worfe Srrows* 

" Thou muft ere long go to the bottomlefs pit. Hel- 
hath enlarged herfelf, and is ready ta receive theft 
There is room enough for thy entertainment : and doft 
thou know what it is for a condemned fkiner to go ta*' 
hell ? I have told thee in the explication- j but let mr 
apply it to thee now. 

" Confider thou art gpfng to a placey. prepared -by 
God on purpofe tor exalt his juftice in ; a place made- 
for no other employment but torments. Hett is-God%' 
boufe of correftion y and remember God doth • aff things: 
Kke himfelf i When God would fhow his Jisftice^ and 
what is the weight of Ms wrath, he makes afieB,- where 
It fhall indeed appear to purpofe.. Confider but' what ar 
fpark of his wrath hath done in this world, and -by thal^ 
rate the utmoft of his fiiry. Let Sodom, Fbaraoh, IBsy 
rah, and multitudes of the like moaumcnfa^ witnefi to- 
thee. Remember that mercy and juftice are the twt> 
great attributes, which God intends the exaltation: of ^ bf 
the creature. Then will that be verified, Who knows 
the power of thine anger ^ Wo to thy foul, when thw 
fhalt be fet up as a butt for the arrows of the Almieii'' 
ty ; be made a brier that nruft burn in the fire rfms 
jcaloufy forever, and not be confumed. 

V" Confider, God himfelf fliall be the principal agent in 
thy mifery. He is that confuming fire : his breath i* 
the bellows, which blows up the name of hell forevar : 
he is the devouring fire, the everlafting burning: and 
if he punifh thee, if he meet thee in nis fiiry, he iwil 
not meet thee as a man ; he will give- thee an onanipoteiit 
Now. Little doft thou know what it is to enter die 
fifts of contention with the Almighty. If his wrath lun* 
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^Qe but a little while, we wither before it. Now thoiU 
art afrnd of the wrath of man : what wilt thou do, 
when God takes thee iji hand ? 

^< Confider^ God will take delist to execute vengeance 
con thee^ Grod delights in mftice, and in executing his 
laown djecreea* How it was his eternal decree to deftroy 
jfinners -forever^ He purpofed to ihow his power, aad 
onake his wrztth. known, upon the vefleis of wrath fitted 
to oieftrut^ion, £ut wo to that fouL whom God Ihall de- 
Jight to puniih. Now thou laugheft at the reproofs which 
Cod gives thee by his minifters ajid people : God will 
Jaugh at thee -fliortly. And how wilt thou bear, when he 
rfliadl torment thee, and thou fhalt roar under thy tor- 
ments ? Thou fhalt cry for mercy, and he fliall mock 
thee. TTiou now rejoiccft in finning : he will ere long 
rrejoice in thy calamity;, 

" Confider the company thou muft go to ; Thou goeft 
to a place prepared ibr tne devil and his angels. Thefe 
.-Were thy tempters .here ; they ihall be thy companions 
there. Here thou chofeft communion with them rather 
than with God and Chrifi ; thou mufi: have enough of 
their company ere long^ And thy fellows in fin, with 
"whom thou wenteft hand in hand here in the world, and 
delighted^ thyfi^lf in their finful focj^ty, — ^fome of them 
Jbave gone before thee to .the place of woes, and others 
'will come after thee ; and there fhaU you meet together, 
and there ihall they curfe thee for tny wicked counfels 
.and perfuafions, in drawing them to that place of mifery. 

"Confider what muil be thy employment "there. 

^ I. Sin. Some think iinning ends with this life ; 
but it is a miflake. The creature is held under an ever* 
lafling law : the damned increafe in fin in hell. Poflibly 
the mention of this may pleafe thee. But remember 
there ihall be no pleaiant fins there ; no eating? drinking, 
finging, dancing, wanton dalliance, and drinking ilolen 
waters ; but dimmed fins, bitter helliih iins, fins exafper« 
ated by torments, curfiiig God, fpite, rage, and blafphemy. 

" 2. Thou fhalt be delivered up into the hands of the 

tormentors : then Satan will pay thee thy wages for thy 

icrvile ilavery to him, and thou fhalt know what a crudi 

^mailer thou :hafi: here JCbrved. What cruelty hath Satan 

fometime 
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fometiine cxercifed to fome here in this world, that have 
l>ecn paffeffed by him, and to others that have fold them- 
fdves to him ! what amazing ftories doth the world at 
fbl'd of fuch things ! What doft thou think he will do, 
when he hath an unlimited commiffion and full poffefiion ? 
How vTilt thou endure, when thou flialt have a thouiknd 
devils rending, and tearing, and macerating thee ; when 
all the rage of hell fhall fell upon thee without reftraint ? 

•^5 3. The never-dying wqrm fhall gnaw and eat out all 
the heart of thy comfort. Thou fhalt become thy own 
€3^ecutioner : tny confcience fhall purfiie thee in hell, al- 
ways crying out againft thee, and bringing bitter things 
to thy mind, making thee to wring thy hands, and how 
out fad lamentations. Thou canft hardly fit under one of 
ihefe leftures now coming from the mouth of a poor 
jninifter ; but let me tell thee, confcience in hell will read 
it after another manner than can now be conceived ; ev- 
ery thought and cohfideration whereof will be a fliarp 
dagger at thy heart, that will let out all joy and comfort 
out of thy fbul. 

*' Remember how uniyerfal all this torment fhall be. 
Here ufually our pain is but in one part of the body ; and 
yet what a mifery it is to all the refl by fympathy ? 
But then, foul and body fhall be filled brimful : the guilt 
of all thy fins fhaU be laid upon thy foul ; and be rnacfc 
fo many heaps of fuel ; when that tender and deliatc 
body fhall have all its beauty blafled and pride confumed; 
when the flames fhall have no refpeft to its comelinds; 
whien every member's pain fhall be intolerable, and that 
infupportable mifery fhall fpread itfelf through the whole 
man ; when eyes, ears, hands, feet, heart, and all, fhall 
be tormented in that flame. 

" Confider how near the time haflens, when all this muft 
come to pafs upon thee. Time is almofl gone with thee, 
and thou ftandefl: at the gate of eternity ; and death is 
waiting upon thee, to tranfpprt thee away to the place 
of all thy miferies. Shortly thou mufl die, and it will 
be but a moment from thence to hell. When thou hatft 
finned away a few more days, watched and flept out a 
few more nights, away thou goeft irrecoverably. It may 
be thou dreamefl of mSmy days to come ; but,' thou fool, 

how 
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how knoweft thou but thy foul may be called for this 
very night ; and the day of judgment is not far off. 

" Sinner, I befeech thee, realize the truth of thefe things. 
Do not go about to dream that this is derogatory to 
God's merqr, and nothing but a vain fable to fcare 
children out of their wits withal. God can be merdfuL 

... 9 

though he make thee miferable. He Ihall have monu- 
ments enough of that precious attribute, (hinin^ like 
ilars in the place of glory, and finging eternal halldlujahs 
to the praife of him that redeemed them ; though to 
exalt the power of his juftice, he damn linners heaps 
upon heaps." 

The condufions of the other fermons are in general 
equally alarming. Indeed the author of them appears to 
have thought it his duty, conftantly to perfuade men by 
the terrours of the Lord : and though in his firft difcourte 
he profeffes to " preach comfort and joy to the penitent, 
as well as hell and damnation to the impenitent" ; yet 
few words of comfort are to be found, whilft there are 
denunciations of wrath in almoft every page. The effeiS: 
of his preaching was, that his hearers were, feveral times 
in the courfe of his miniftry, awakened and alarmed.— 
That they were a holy and godly people, he himfelf tefli- 
fied J and he doubtlefe rejoiced in the perfuafion, that he 
had been the happy inflrument of their converfion. His 
beft friends, however, allowed that he dwelt too much on 
the anger of God j and an inftance is related of an inno- 
cent young man, who was fo frightened with one of his 
dreadful piftures of the infernal regions, as nearly to be 
deprived of his fenfes. Mr. Treat, who really poflefled 
great kindnefs of heart, became ferioufly concerned at his 
fituation, and with affiduity and tendernefs exerted himielf 
to confole him. * • 

But with the advantage of prodaiming the doftrine 
of terrour, which is naturally produftive of a fublime 
and impreffiye flyle of eloquence,* he could not attain 
the' charafter of a popular preacher. His* voice was fo 
loud, that when fpeaking, it could be heard at a great 
iiiflance from the meeting houfe, even amidft the fhrieki 
, ^ 

* « Triumphat ventofo glorise curru orator, qui pedus angit, irritat, 
et implet terroribus.'' Vid. Sumet. dc Sta^ Mort« p? 309* 
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jpf ^i^o^kal w^emen, and the winds that howled over 
thc^wins .of I^aufet ; but there was no more mufick 
jn ;|t, than in tj^ difcordant founds with which it was 
5pizi|ried* An anecdote, which Ihows how much the 
^ei^cdUence of his ^matter was injured by the badnefs of 
^s mani^r, .-h^s been pre&rvjed. 

After -his ipjarriagc with the daughter of Mr, WiUard, 
Jie vids ifometimes invited by that gentelman to preacli 
.in bis pulpit. Mr, Wiljard poffefFed a graceful delivery, 
cfi mifc^tUne and :harflipniou5 voice ; and though he did 
:^ot ffittn rinueh reputation by his Body of Divinity, 
which is frequently fneered at, particularly by thofe who 
Jl^r^ jnpt iP^d \t } yet in his fermons are ftrength of 
.jthpilKht .and energy of language. The natural confcf 
i.q.uQn.ee wgs, tihat he was generally admired. Mr. Treat, 
jboving ;pr«ached one of his beft difcourfes, to the con? 
j^<^a,Upn .pf liis father-in-law, in his ufual unhappy 
iinanner. Incited univerfal difguft ; {*nd feveral nice judges 
iWfjiit^d on Mr Wilferd, and begged that Mr. Treat, who 
m^. a worthy, ipious inan^ it was true, but a wretched 
:j)Z!eacher, might never be invited into his pulpit again«— ? 
Tp ihis xequcft, Mr. Willard m?ide no reply : but he dc? 
£x^^ :his fon-in-law to lend him the difcourfe ; which^ be- 
ing Jcft with him, he delivered -it, withput alteration, to 
iU3 peopk^ aiew weeks, after. The hccurers were charm- |^ 
/fid : They Sew to Mr. Willard, and requefted a copy fqr 
-tfeciprds. See the difference, they cried, between youTr 
^ftif ^d your fon-in-law : you have preached a fermon on 
^e ;fame teift as Mr. Treat's ; but whilft his was con- 
(t<£mp.tible, yours is excellent.^ 

Mr. Treat was a man of piety. He addreffed his Maker 
\TOth humble devotion, and his prayers were copious and 
fervent. His natural temper was mild ; and his condud: 
in domefUck life, ^ a hu^and^ a parent, and a mafter, 
'WSi^ .kind and indulgent. His manners were cheerful ; 
jhis wnv^srfiktion pleafant, and fom^times facetious, but al- 
W^% decent. - lie was idnd oif a ftroke pf 4iumour and 

a prai&cal 

^ Mr. Willaid, after producing die feimon in the hand writing of 
*}At. Treaty JXiigbt have jiddrefied thefe fage cri.ticks in the words of 
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a pradical joke; and manifeiled his' reHfli for them fay^ 
long and loiid fits of langhter. The Society ft»r the pr6* 
piigation of the gofpel is fuppofed to have' made him a« 
fmall compen£ition for his fervices among the In&tis : htir 
received alfo a fmall ialary from his parimioners : but'nM 
fatisfied with the emduments which he derived from thftfir- 
fourceS) in the latter part of his life, he en^ged in ttdde;- 
and by this means, with the addition of an inheritance^ 
which defcended from his £lther, he Was able ta triiBixnit'^ 
good efiate to his family. 

Rev. Samuel (Xborn, who was born in Ireland, and-edti- 
cated in theunivcrfity of Dubliiv^ was the fecond minifi^ 
of Eaftham : He was ordained Septfembcr i8th. \^\Z^^ 
The next year, the church being (kvided into^^ two, Mn 
Ofborn removed 'into the fouth part of the towidMp^ 

Rev. Benjamin Webb was ordained paft()r of the church 
that remained. The moll remarkable event, whic^ todc^ 
place after his fettlement in Eaftham, was the dedaratioa 
of the minifters in the county of Barnftable againft itine- 
rant preaching* This was particularly aimed at Mr* Whit- 
field. The chara&er of this celebrated preacher, who was' 
viewed in various lights by his contemporaiies, is not yet- 
determined. Thofe who now read his fermons, and who- 
are difgufted with the enthufiafm and egotifm, which arc 
dilplayed in his journals, written in his youth, will be dilV 
pofed to judge unfavourably of his talents : whilft th^^ 
who hare witneffed his aftonifhing oratorical powers, — ^and^ 
there are Mil alive mauiy perfbns who have heard him preach, 
•—will dafs him with the great men of the age. That he* 
pofleiTed acutenefs of mind is proved by his controver&d' 
writings, in which it muft be aflowed^ even by* thofe who- 
do not approve his opinions, that he was an ingemous <££- 
putant. The qualities of his heart have be^i as much the' 
ftibjed: of difpute as thofe of his head. That he was vun^ 
ram, and cex^brious^ particularly in his youth, cannot be" 
denied : but at the fsune time it cannot be denied, that he 
was devout, ardent, zealous, and adivc ; a loyal fubjed of 
the government, under uirich helivcd ; charitable to the 
poor ; and candid in ackhowled^ng Ids fiitdts, a rare vir* 

tu^. 
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tue, and thcrrfote the more to be prized.* His fiiicerity 
has been qucftioned ; but fuch open, unguarded, and fer- 
vent men are not often infincere. Whether his preaching 
was produdtive of good or evil, is hot agreed : it probably 
effefted both* The declaration of the minifters in the 
county of Barnftable ftates only the mifchiefs^ which, they 
fay, flow from it ; and they ire thefe s That it tends to 
dcftroy the ufefiilnefs of minifters among their people, in 
places where the gofpel is fettled, and faithfiilly preached 
in its purity : And that it promotes ftrife aind contention, 
a ceniorioxis and uncharitable fpirit, and thofe numerous 
fchifms and feparations, which have already deftroyed the 
peace and unity, and at this time threaten the fubverfion 
of many churches.t To this declaration Mr. Webb fub- 
fcribed his name, with nine other minifters of the county : 
and it was one of the laft afts of his life ; for he died Au- 
guft 2ift- 1746^ in the fifty-firft year of his age^ and the 
twenty.feventh of his miiiiftry.J. 

Though Mr. Whitfield's admirers may cenfure him for 
his condud:, yet it is the only fault which they can allege 
againft Mr. Webb. That he was a pious, learned, labori- 
ous and fiuthfiil minifter, and that he was holy and un- 
blameable in all the walks of life, is the univerfal voice of 
tradition, confirmed by the report of the furviving friends, 
who were acquainted with his worth* Mr* Crocker, the 
paftor of the fouth church of Eafiham, a man of virtue 
himfelf, and a good judge of moral merit, pronounced 
him the beft man, and the beft minifter, whom he ever 
knew. As he fpent his days in the uniform difcharge of 
his duty^ and there were no Ihlades to give relief to his 
charafter, not much can be faid of him. His heart was 
as pure as the new fallen fnow, which completely covers 
every dark fpot in a field ; his mind was as ferene as the 
Iky in a mild evening of June, when the full moon fiiines 
without a cloud. Name any virtue, and that virtue he 
praftifed j name any vice, and that vice he ihuuned. But 

if 

* See Whitfield's Remarks on the Enthufiafin of Methodifts asi 
Papifts compared. Boilon. 1749. p« 139 23, 24, 

t Declaration, &c. Feb. 20th. 1745. Bofton : Printed 1745- 

t Iii/cription on the grave (tone of Mr. Webb. 
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a prd&'cal joke; and manifefted Ms rellfli for' tlvsm by* 
long and Icnid fits of langhter. The Society fot thfe prt)- 
paigation of the gofpel is fiippdied to have' xtliadife Um a* 
imall compsnfation for his ferviced among th^lAi^aMo:: ]stP 
received alfo a fmall ialary fr^iH his pari&ionelrs : biit-xnac: 
iatisfied with the eraduments which he deri^^d frofti tbcfec 
fourceS) in the latter part ctf his life, he en^gjbd in tt^e^}« 
and by this -means^ with the addition of- an- il^heri^nc^ 
which defcended from his £lther, he^i^s^bk to^ trattCxt^'^a^ 
good eftate to his family. 

Rev. Samuel Ofborn, who was borfi iii Ii*elandj aiid^^^-' 
cated in the univcrfity of Dublin^ was thia^fecond; miniftfep' 
of Eailham : He was ordained Sept^tifter i8th; 1718^*^ 
The next year, the church being ckvidisd iiit*^ two; Mrt 
Ofborn removed'into the fouth part <rf"th6 townflap. 

Rev. Benjamin Webb was ordained paftdr of 'the clmrcb' 
that remained. The mofl: remarkable even^, whic^ Xo^kff' 
place after his fettlement in Eaftham, was th^ dedaratioil - 
of' the minifters in the county of Barnftable againft iti^e- 
rant preachings This was particuhrly aimed ^atMi-^ "Whit^^ 
jBeld. The character of this cdebrttted preacher, who \WbJ^ 
viewed in various lights by his contemporkries,' is not yct- 
determined« Thofe who now read his fermohs> andWli6^ 
are difgufted with the enthufiafin arid egotifm, which ariftf' 
diiplayed in his journals, written in his youth, will "be dHi' 
pofed to judge unfavourably of his • talents : whilft thttfej: 
who hare witneffed his aftbnifMng oratorical powers, — ^and^ 
there are ftitt alive many perfbns Wnohave heard him preachy - 
-—will clafe him with the great men of the agfe. That hfe^ 
poflefled acutenefs of mind is proved by his cohtrbver&l^ 
writings, in which it muft be aHowed, even by* thofe whe>' 
do not a[^rove his opinions, that he was an ingenious ££• 
putant. The qualities of his heart have be^i as much th^' 
iufajed: of difpute as thofe of his headi^ That he was vain^ 
ram, and cex^orious^ particularly in his youths cannot bfe^ 
denied : but at the fame time it cannot be denied, that he- 
was devout, ardent, zealous, and adivc ; a loyal fubjed of 
the government; under uirich he lived ; charitaldeto the 
jtoor ; and candid in acknowledging his £iults, a rare vir- 
tu^. 
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(cparated from Eaftham, and incorporated into a town- 
Ihip* Before this diviiion took place, the two religious 
foaeties conftituted one parifli ; the minifters being paid 
an equal fum out of the treafury of the town. The 
portion of land, which retains the ancient name, is now 
a place of fmall impCMrtance. It contains fewer inhabitants 
than any other townfliip in the county ; and as nature 
has not beftowed on it a good harbour, and it is im« 
pofiible to form one by art, the fiihing towns in the 
vkdnity will probably long maintain above it that fup^ 
riority, which they have acquired. Since, however, the 
ccnfus of 1800, when its inhabitants were enumerated 
at fix hundred and fifty-nine^ it has increafed in popu-^ 
lation. The people are induftrious and enterprifing, and 
ftifl retain the other good habits, which did honour to 
their fathers ; and they are happily united in the (ame 
mode of religious worfhip ; there being, in Eaftham, not 
an individual^ who. does not belong to the Congregational 
fociety. r. s. 

A Description of Orleans, in the County of 

Barnstable. September, iSo2*^ 

THE fouth parr of Eaftham was incorporated into t 
townfliip, by the name of Orleans, March 3d. 179^^. 
Its diftance from Bofton is ninety-one miles : and it is 
bounded, on the caft, by the ocean ; on the fouth, by 
Plcafant bay ; on the weft, by Harwich ; and oh the 
north-weft, by Barnftable bay. The county, whidi 
ftretches eaft from Buzzard's bay to this place, here tum> 
to the north, and extends that courfe to Truro. The 
length of the townfliip is five miles ; and the breadth, 
from one to four miles. 

The face of the land is uneven ; but the hills arc not 
very high. The county road runs through a corner of 
the townfliip, and is here tedious and heavy. The road 
iporn Cape Cod to Chatham pafles on its weftern fide, and 
is of the fame quality. On the necks, where the beft bnd 
lies, the roads are tolerable \ but thefe are out of the way 
of the traveller. 

Orleans 
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Orleans is f>f a very irregular form, the Hnes Mrhidi fepa- 
Tate it from the adjoining townlhips being crooked, and 
its fhores being indented by toves and creeks. 

Town Cove has already been defcribed. The neck 
on the fouth-eaft iide of it is called Tonc-fet : the land is 
pretty good. 

A river, without a name, runs into Pleafant bay. The 
.head of it is called Zeb's cove, where it is narrow ; but it 
is a half of a mile wide at its mouth. Veflels, which draw 
feven feet of water, can come a half of a mile below this 
cove ; the diilance of the northern part of which from the 
mouth of the river is two miles and a half. The land edl 
of this river is named Barley neck. The foil is fomewhat 
better than that of Tonefet. On the eaft Iide of Barley 
neck are coves, which communicate with Plea&nt bay, 
and which feparate it &om Chatham beach. 

The land, which is fituated between .Barley and Tonefet 
necks, and which terminates in Wood's neck, is * named 
jPochet, pronounced at prefent Pochee. There is alfo here 
a little good foil, but a larger proportion which is light 
and fandy. 

North-eaf): of Pochet, near the ocean, is a fmall neck, 
named Weefet. It is feparated from Tonefet by a cove. 

Thefe feveral necks conftitute a peninfula, the whole of 
which is denominated Pochet. The iflhmus is not more 
than a half of a mile wide ; and is fituated between Town 
cove on the north, and Zeb's cove on the fouth. 

Chatham beach forms the barrier of the waters, which 
waih the eafiiern and fouthem Ihores of Orleans. A mile 
fouth of the mouth of Stage or Naufet harbour, it joins 
the main land, with the exception mentioned in another 
part of this volume.* Below the junction, the water is 
at firil fhallow ; but it deepens by degrees, and at length 
communicates with Pleafant bay and Chatham harbour. 
South of this place was, many years ago, the mouth of 
Naufet harbour ; which being filled up gradually, a new 
opening, above a mile north of it, was mddenly made in 
the beach. Salt marih, with a few interruptions, lines the 
infide of this beadi, and extends alm^ to the mouth o£ 
Chatham harbour. 

There 

♦ Seep. zx6» 



TUbift 4iFe ieirend iilands in Fleafant 4)ay ^ withm the 
lijnits of Orleans. The largeft is Pochet ifland, which jb 
^tuated eaft of Barley neck, and is the beft land in the 
townfbip. On It8 northfeaiik ^de is a izniall body of fait 
inarih. 

South*weft of Pochet iiland, is Samj^on's ifland, axut 
taining about twenty acres of tolerable land. JEaft of it, 
and near it, is a lar^ body of fait marih. On the 
fouth. Hog iiland| of the dimenfion of ten s^cres, joins it 
at low water. 

Southerly of Ho? il^n4 is SipTon's Ifland, of the exteti 
^ tw^ntv acrei. 

Theie lilands add beautv tp the haven, and give it a 
wft title to the name wnich it has received, that d 
rleafant bay. 

Oppofite to Orleans, or Eafiham, in th^ ocean, it is 
&id, is the point, where the tides from Narraganict and 
Mafiachufett^ bays meet, and whence they feparate, the 
flow of the fea above this point being toward the north, 
and below it toward the fonth.^*^ 

Leaving the peninfula of Pochet, and travelling round 
Orleans nver,^ on the weft fide of it is Naumkoyick neck ; 
which is formed by Higgins' river on the north of it, 
and Naumkoyick credc on the fouth. 

The fouth quarter of the townihip is called Potanuaia? 
quut. The territory, which ]?etains this ancient Indian 
name, is partly in Harwich. The land her« is light and 
£mdv ; the great^ part cleared { a part covered with 
bruin wood } an^ a finall part with oaks and pines. 

In the north-weft quarts of the townfliip, on Bamffa^ 
bay, is Namikeket creek, which is three quarters of a 
mUe long, and which, as far as it runs, is the dividing 
line between Orleans and Harwich. It is very narrow ; 
and its mouth is not quite fo deep as Rock harbour. The 
territory near it, as well as the creek itietf, is at prefenf 
called Skaket. Ijphe land is Ught and fandy. 

Little Skaket creek» whidi is a mik horth«ea^ e^ %, 
is ftiU finaller. 

Rock 
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* MS. Lett, from Rev. Levi Whitman. Mr. W. does not confidff 
this as a fad eftablifhed beyond diijpute ; bttt r^ne^ ^irtber a 
mgtion from judicious feamexi. 



4t.odc liarbcw cM$k^ a mik north^eaft of .Little Skaket, 
9uns a mile and a half, and affords the beft harbour at i« 
«nouth, Jt^is however nearly dij at low water ;' *and dt 
^gh tide is not more than feven feet deep. 

On all the& three creeks there ^are bodies of fait Aarflt. 

Though the townihip is not fupplied with brooks, ygt 
^hxs^e, are not lefi than fixteen ponds, which ferve for the 
^ratering of cattle and other purpoies, 

Wxom the deicription already given, it appears that theit 
Is a portion of good land in this townihip ; but the foil 
in the greateft part of it is light ajnid :&ndy ; and 4n 
ibme places abfohitdy barren. 

Podiet ffland, where a (mall quantity of wheat is growtt, 
^will f»>oduce twenty bufliels of Indian corn to an acre, 
without manure. Barley and Tonelet necks will yield 
Hfteen buihels without, and thirty with, manure. Three 
crops in fucceffion are frequently t^en from the goofl 
land : the firft year, Indian corn ; the feccmd, hUl rye % 
the third, ftubtde rye. The rye is fown in Auguft. 

The light lands of Orleans and Eaftham, wliich do ndt 
differ from each other effentially, produce from five te 
d^t bu&els of rye, and ten buihels of Indism com, to an 
acre, without masure ; and with manure, fifteen or twen^- 
ty. A quarter, and fometimes a third, of the land, fit fisiT 
cultivation, in both thefe townihips, is annually in grain. 

The horie-foot, or king crab, was formerly much ufed 
for manuring land, fet with Lidian corn and potatoes ; 
and it is {till miployed in Orleans, in the fouth part of 
Dennis, and in other parts c^ the county. It is chopped 
into fmall plsces, and not more than one, and fometimes 
not more thsm a quarter, put into a hill. As it contains 
«n abundance of^ oil, it afibrds a ih-eng manure ; and 
iwith it the light lands may be made to yield twenty buih^ 
dls of com to an acre. It is however too hot a manure, 
«iid caufes the land to exert |tfelf fo much, that it cannot 
ea^y recover its ftr»gth. Attention of late is paid td 
the colle^on of fea weed from the ihore. When com ii 
te be raifed, it is ^ead on the land ; and it is put int6 
idkt hdes for potatoes. It is a prefervative againil worms $ 
five forts dF wU^, in this place, and in other parts of the 
wmty, are^fery defira^ve to ladiaa ogttu 
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The firft is the web worm ; a fmall, taper worm, of a 
graf colour, about a half of an inch in length. As ibon 
as the corn comes up, it forms about the root a web, 
which cannot be feen without opening the earth. It at 
cends in the night, and devours the blade. About the 
2oth. of June, it ceafes eatings 

The fecond is the gray worm ; about an inch in length, 
and thicker than the web worm^ It forms no web, de^ 
^cends into the ground in the day, rifes in the night, and 
devours the blade ; continues catipg much l.opgier thaa 
the web worm, and is very deftruftive. 

The third is the half^hill worm } an inch long, bluifh^ 
and red-headed ; firft appears the 20th. of June ; drawi 
the blade under ground, and there devours it j ceafes eat- 
ing the ift. of July. 

The fourth is the root worm ; fmall at firft, but an inch 
and a half long, when fully grown ; white, with a tawny- 
head ; fix claws ; begins to eat in the middle of June, 
and ceafes eating the ift. of Auguft : frequently deftroys 
entire fields. Dung a^d alhes are the beft antidotes 
^gainft it. 

The fifth is the ear worm ; which, after the ear is forni'r 
cd, eats the grains and between themt; about an inch 
Jong ; taper ; ftriped with brown and white ; begins to 
cat about the middle of Auguft, and continues eating two 
or three weeks ; the grains, which it does not devour, 
are rendered mouldy. 

Ip Eaftham and Orleans, Indian corn is fet four and 2 
half or five feiet apart. Four feeds are dropped into a hole. 
But the four firft mentioned worms deftroy fo many of 
the ftalks, that fcldom more than two or three remain. 
Provided they fliould all efcape, the beft farmers pull up 
one. In Dennis, two only are fuffi^red to be in a hiU. In 
this county, corn is at prefent hilled very little, experience 
having ihown, that the fornier praAice of heaping up 
the earth about it is not neceflary either to its growth or 
^ability. Horfe-hoeing is performed in ieveral places 
with a fmall harrow, inftead of a plough. The iamd 
mode has been adopted by a few perfons in other parts of 
the ftate. And fometimes, firft the plough, and then tlie 
harrow, are u/ed, without r;u^g anj, h]|tt at aUL the 

' cora 
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corn in the county of Bariifiable is hrge and folid : a 
bufhel of it weighs fixty pounds. Four or five hundred 
buihels of com are annually lent from Orleans to Bofton 
market. The fiihermefj, however, frequently purchafc 
this article in the capital fof the ufe of their families. 

Other ve^eubles are raifed, fuffident for the confump* 
tion of the inhabitants* Butter is made for fummer rdfe, 
and a little cheefe. Some cattle are fattened, and feveral 
fold in the townihips below. Not more than ten tons of 
Englifh hay are cut \ but between fix hundred and a thou- 
iand tons of £dt hay. The fait marfhes are of two kinds : 
one, covered every tide ; the other, at fprine tides only. 

There arc finall orchards, feveral of which have lately 
bccai planted j but no cider is made. The greening, which 
is a low tree, fucceeds better than any other. Fruit trees 
cannot be made to grow within a mile of the ocean* 
Even thofe, which are placed at a greater diftance, are in- 
jured by the eafi: winds ; and after violent ftorms in the^ 
fpring, a fidtifh taflie is perceptible on their bark. 

Very little wood is left in the townfliip ; but the inhab- 
itants are obliged, either to purchafc their fuel, or to have 
recourfe to peat and turf. Happily there are feveral 
fwamps and meadows, which contain this neceflary fubfti- 
tute. The people were ignorant that they pofleued this^ 
article^ till, many years ago, Mr. Olborn, their minifter, 
who had learned the ufe of it in Ireland, firft pointed it 
out, and taught them the art of drying and preparing it. 
■ The fhores of Orleans are more fertile than the land. 
Sea fowls may be obtained by thofe who will feek for 
them, though not in fuch 2d)und2mce as at Chatham. 
Fiihes are the &me as in other towns of the county* ' 
A few tautaug axe caught in Town cove. Bafij enter the 
waters within the beach the ifl:. of June, and are caught 
with hooks. In the ocean, a few rods from the beach, 
they are taken with feines, during the fummer. Eels are 
fo plenty, that in the winter, when the coves are covered 
with ice, a hundred bufhels are fometimes, by a company 
of twenty or thitfy perfons, coUefted in a day. 
. Though no c^ers arc to be found on the fhores, yet 
quahaugs and dams are in greater profufion than in any 
Other part of the county. 

ifc The 
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The qosthaug (^utf^iz^ ^n^rr^itdria)' called by^R. Williatn^^ 
\he poquau and the hen^^ is a round, thick flieil fifli, or^ 
to fpeak more propyl/, worm. It does not btiry.* itiSd^^ 
but a little way in the fand ; is generally; found lyii^. 
on it, in deep water ; and is gathered up with iron* 
rakes made for the purpofe. After the ticb ebbs av^, 
a few are picked up on the fliorc below hi^ watef 
mark. The qpahaug is-^not much inferiour in reUfh to^ 
the oyftcr, but is leS- digeftible* ft is not eaten- raw ;» 
hut is -cooked in various modes$ being roafted in the ihell;: 
or opened and boiled; . fried, or made into- fbups or pies» 
About half of an inch of the infide of the IMI-, is of a^ 
purple colour. This the Indians tHToke oflF, and converted 
into beads, named by thtm/uckauhocky or black money-}, 
which was of twice- the value of thebr^<;0in/^;»i or white^ 
money, made of the ?neteauhock^ or periwinkle. 

The razor IhcU (folen) is.fo named from its^feletiifelaiicd'' 
ii^ fize and ihape to the haft of a razor. If is faid to force 
itifelf, not only upwards and dowciwards, but diagonaUyi 
This motion is efiedted by means of a rotindy flefiiy protu- 
berance, as lona as the little fingerof a. man's* hand, and < 
cpmpofed of rmgs. There is more irritabihty itt this 7. 
worm than in the dam* Several days after the razovr 
Ihell has been caught^ if theprotuberance is held betweenj 
the fingers^ and is touched with theppint of a knife^ the* 
w^rm draws itfelf up to it with force* Thb worm-itf 
not common in the bay of Mafikchufetts, though it faar- 
fometimes been obtained there. The open ihells, him'- 
ever, are to be found on Chelfea beach, a fewmilesfrorr 
Bpfton. The ihells, with the living worms in them, can^ 
without much difficulty be -procured at Orleans and others, 
piurts of the county of Barnfiable ; but as they are noF 
tsJcen^ except a few at a time, they are not often- eateil: 

The fea dam, which is at prefent called the hen^ the*- 
q^ahaug having loft that appellation, is bivalve (as are aUb 
the quahaug and razor fliell) and ovaL It is generally: 
found in deep water, and is gathered with rake^ not bang' 
buried far in the fand. As it has frequently been known- 
to. injure the ftomadi, it is not often eaten. Beft)rethe 
• Indiiiis 

* Coll. Hid. Soc. Vol. III. p. 324. Poqmmtotif corrupted into 
f»Auif, or ptaubt^f is the word irim a plnral terminatioxu 
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Indians learned of the Englifli the ufe of a more conve- 
nient inftrument, they hilled their corn TOith hoes made 
! of thcfe {hells, to which pnrpofe they are well adapted by 
^ their iize. If a handle could be eaiily fixed to them, they 
\ xmdht be employed as ladles and fpoons. 

* TTie dam (rrvja arenaria) is of the fatne ihape, but 
much fmaller. This worm is buried in the (and, from 
jFour to eighteen inches deep. A fmall perforation^ 

^ {through which, after the tide has ebbed away, it ejeds 

water perpendicularly, marks the fpot where it lies. The 
E Vorm has the power of thnifting upwards its black head, 
■a or fnout, and of drawing it down again. This fnout is 

frequently bitten off by flounders and other fiflies. Whe- 
= ther the flieU moyes or not, thje writer is unable to deter- 
'mine, as he has received contradidpry accounts. The 
« Indians were very fond of clams, which they c^t^fickijh- 

uog.* Being unacquainted with fait, they made ufe of them 
' aiul of their natural liquor, to feafon their nafauipp and 
. ixnled maize. Many of the defcendants of the Englifb. 

joonfider dams as excellent food. But they require ftrong 

• ftomachs to digeft them, unlefe the whole of the fnout is 
it rgeded. They would be more valued, if they were lefs 
^ common. But as long as a peck of dams, which are 
B.fufficient to afford a fmall family a dinner, can be procur- 
*xd with little more labour than a peck of fand, they will 
I not be much prized. Tlie dam continues alive feveral 

days after it is taken from its hole. This is vrell known 
: to fifliermen ; and is proved by the following Angular fad. 
A gentleman, not far from Bofton, ordered a number 
pf dams to be dug, and to be put into his cellar, intending 
to make ufe of them as bait. They remained tliere fev- 
eral days, when the flxeUs, as is ufual, beginning to open, 
a rat thruft his paw into one of them, attempting to pull 
out the worm. The two fliells clctfed tp^ther with force, 
and hdd him faft. As the dam was tpp big to be dragged 

through 

* This is a word "witli a plural termination Sec Coll. Hift. Soc- 
VoL III. p. 224. If the author might he allowed to revive an old 
term, he would denominate the conmion, or fmall clam, the /icity a 
yord of cafy pronunciation> s^^id which would diftinguiih it .from the 
SnQi water clam fpd the three other tcfi^eous wQxms ^pyeme^ti^cd. 

Bt " ' [rw.viii.] ■■ ' ■'' 
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througi iis hole, the rat was unable to make his efcapc ; 
and at length his cries excited the attention of the family, 
who came and faw him in the fituation defcribed. 

Clams are found on many parts of the Ihores of New 
England ; but no where in greater abundance than at 
Orleans. Formerly five hundred barrels were annually 
dug here for bait ; but the prefent year a thoufand bar- 
rels have been coUefted. Between a hundred and two 
hundred of the poorcffi of the inhabitants are employed 
in this bufinefs ; and they receive from their emptoyen 
three dollars a barrel, for digging the dams, opening 
falting them, and filling the calks. From twelve to 
eighteen bufhels of clams in the ftiell muft be dug, to 
sSj when opened, a barrel. A man by this labour can 
earn fcventy-five cents a day ; and women and children 
are alfo engaged in it. A barrel of clams is worth fix 
dollars : the employers therefore, after deduding the 
expenfe of the fait and the calks, which they fupply, 
ftill obtain a handfome profit. 

A thoufand barrels of clams are equal in value to fix 
or eight thoufand buffiels of Indian corn ; and are pro-f 
cured with not more labour and expenfe. When thercf, 
fore the filhes, with which the coves of Orleans aboun * 
are alfo taken into confideration, they may juftiy 
regarded as more beneficial to the inhabitants, than 
the fpace which they occupy was covered with the root 7 
fertile foil. The riches which they yield are ihexhauffi- jjl 
ble, provided they are not too wantonly lavifhcd. For 
after a portion of the fhore has been dug over, and 
almoft all' the dams taken up, at the end of two years, 
it is faid, they are as plenty there as ever. It is even at ?* 
firmed by many perfons, that it is as neceflary to fHr tfie ^ 
dam ground frequently, as it is to hoe a field of potatoes ;| 
becaufe if this labour is omitted^ the clams will be crowd- 
ed too clofely together, and will be prevented from incrcat 
ing in fize. 

The land of Orleans being cultivated by none but tie 
old men and fmall boys, the flower of the people, betweea 
the ages of 4:welve and forty-five, are engaged in the cod- 
fifliery. As, however, not a fifliing veflel is owned by the 
inhabitants, they fail from Duxbury, Plymouth, Chatliam, 

Provmcctown* 
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Indians learned of the Englifli the ufe of ai more conve- 
nient inifaiiment, they hilled their corn with hoes made 
of thcfe {hells, to which purpofe they are wdl adapted by 
their iize. If a handle could be eaiily fixed to them, they 
xnidit be employed as ladles and fpoons. 

Tlie d^m (mya arenaria) n oi the fatne ihape, but 
inuch fmaller. This worm is buried in the (and, from 
four to eighteen inches deep. A fmall perforation, 
(through which, after the tide has ebbed away, it ejeds 
:water perpendicularly, marks the fpot where it lies. The 
"Vorm has the power of thnifting upwards its black head, 
.or fnout, and of drawing It down again. This fhout is 
jfire^uently bitten off by flounders and other fiiflies. Whe- 
ther the fliell raoyes or not, the writer is unable to deter- 
;tnine, as he has received contradidpry accounts. The 
Indians were very fond of clams, which they cdlltdjickijh- 
-uog* Being unacquainted with fait, they made ufe of them 
aod of their natural liquor, to feafon their nafaump and 
boiled maize. Many of the defcendi?uits of the £n^i& 
xx>nfider dams as exceUent food. But they require ftrong 
itomachs tp digeft them, unlefs the whole .of the fnout is 
rgefted. They wpuld he more valued, if they were lefs 
common. But as long as a peck of clams, which are 
Sufficient to afford a fmall family a dinner, can be procur- 
ed with little more labour than a peck of fiind, they will 
not be much prized. The clam continues alive feveral 
days after it is taken from its hole. This is weU known 
-to fifliermen ; and is proved by the following fingulax fad. 

A gentleman, not far from Bofton, ordered a number 
of clams to be dug, and to be put into his cellar, intending 
to make ufe of them as bait. They remained there fev- 
.cral days, when the flidls, as is ufual, beginninjg to open, 
a rat thruft his paw into one of them, attempting to pidl 
out the worm. The two flidls clofed toother with force, 
and held him faft. As the clam was tpp big tp be dragged 

' ' ' ' through 

.rr — rr. r-rr— r ; — = — • 

* This is a word "wjth a plural termination See Coll. Hift. Soc- 
Vol. III. p. 224. If the author might he allowed to revive an old 
term, he would denominate the common, or fmall clam, ih& fichh a> 
^ord of eafy pronunciation> s^^id which would diftinguifh it .from the 
Arofli water dam juui the three ot^r tcj(^eQus yrcixms ^^ye zne^ti^ed. 

' "Bb ' ;' [rW.viii.] '"'" 



i^^ De/criptioii of FrmncitinOH, 

j^OTE ON WeLLFLE?T, IN THE CoUNTY OF BaRNSTA- 
BLE, EXTRACTED FROM A LeTTER FROM ReV, LeVI 

Whitman, dated October 8th. 1802. 

THE pjimber of Veflels owned in Wellfl^ef is twenty, 
five. Five are epgaged in the whale fifhery this year 
i^t the Straits of ^elle Ille and Newfpundland,^ They carry 
fait J and what they WanJ in loading with oil, they make 
up in cod fifii/ df thefe, one is of a hundred tons, three 
of feventy-five, and one of fifty -feven. There are four 
yeSds, that are engaged in the cod and mackerel fifliery 
chiefly j which arc one of fifty-four tons, the other three 
of about forty tons each. Four veffels are employed ia 
carrying oyfters to Bofton, Salem, Newbury-pprt, and 
Portland, containing about thirty tons each.. The other 
twelve are fmall veffels, containing from fixteen to twenty^ 
five tons each j and dre engaged in fifliirig round the Cape 
They take mackerel, cod, and haddock ; and when they 
load quick with halibut, they run into Bofton, and like 
wife with mackerel. 



A DEscRiPtibN OP Provincetown, in the Countt 
OF Barnstable. JSepTeMBer, 1802, 

IN the third volume of the Mafl^chufetts Migazine i* ^ 
entertaining defcription of Provincetown. To that 
interefting papei*, which was writ?:eti in 1790, the foDo^* 
ihg^is intended as a fuppfemeht. 

Provincetown is fitualed in latitude 42**. 03'. N. aii4 
longitude 70 \ og'. "W". from GreefiWich. It is bBtindei 
Oh the fouth-eaft by Truro. The Ifength of the tbwtifc^ 
from thefc Emits tq Wood ciid, IS three thil'eS ittd ahatt 
The mean Breadth is two hiilefe dnd a half, tts diftantf 
from Bofton, by land, is a hundred and twenty ttiilcs. 

t^e towhihip cbnfitts bf b(ikchc& ahd hiDs of faiid, eigjjj 
inailbw ponds, arid a gi^eat number of fwairipS. The tto» 
remarkable of the latter is named the Sharik.j)dntcl' ; If 
ginning near the meeting houfe, and extending a mile 'u 
length. The litde wood, which remains, is prindpalif 

pitd 
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pitch pineii Small treeii of maple, beech, and afpen are ia 
the f^amps. The bufhes are whortleberries, four fpecies^ 
(perhaps two 6f the four varieties only) bay-berries, and 
tJOX-bttrrieis : th^re arc alfo a few beach plums. 

Gtt^t ittctitifiin is now paid to the tranfplanting of 

faeaich gtslfi, on the fides of the hills and other naked Ijpots 

rifcalr the town. The roots aire fet three or four feet apart 

in the Ipring ; and the grafi, being pi-opagated both by 

: the roots and the feed, forms a clofe body in three or four 

j years. There are fcveral other plants, which grow on the 

■ beaches, b^^de thbfe mentioned in the Defcription of 

Chatham. Among thefc is the rupture-wort fherniaria 

glabra). This is a fmall, low plant ; which, when brok>- 

dii, exudes a kind of milky fubftance. A decodion of it 

is fiid, but probably without reafon, to be good in con* 

. fomptive cafes, » 

1^ The tbwnfhip is in the form of a hook : the ocean is 

dn the north ; Barnftable bay on the weft ; and Cape Cod 

harbour on the fouth, withm the curve. The fouthern 

^iXttemity of Herring coVe, which is defcribed in another 

part of tne Volume,* is Wood end. A (hoal extends from 

It, a half of a mile, weft fouth weft, called Wood-end Bar, 

Wood end is half way between Race point and the end of 

Long point ; and ought not to be confounded with the 

latter, as it fometimes et-roneoufly is by ftrangers. The 

fhore at Race point, and on the outfide of Lon^ point, is 

very bold, The diftance between thefe two pomts is fix 

nlile&. 

Long point is a low, iandy beach, "which can with diffi*. 
culty be difcelrned in the night ; but which id dry at high 
water. Unfortunately, DeS Barres, who, with a few ex«- 
ceptions, is entitled to the higheft applaufe for his great 
Accuracy ih delineating the coaft, has hid down this point 
|u& 5i flioal ; which has led all other tnap makers, who have 
followed him, into a miftake. It ought to have been 
markfed with a lin^ on both fides, and dotted, like th© 
beach of Chathaih. The chart of Captain John Fdfter 
Wifliraihs Will convey a good idea of it. This point \k 
froin a hundred to five hundred yards in breadth. A 
fhoal extends from its €&d> iS&uth feuth eafi^ a quarter of 
%inile. . 

♦ Seep. 110. wg6 
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Cape Cod harbour is formed by the bending of the 
landj from Pamet river to Long point, nearly round every 
point of the compafe : it is completely land-locked. The 
diftance from Lon^ point to the Ihore of Truro is four 
miles ; and from me fame point to the town, two miles. 
The depth of water in the anchoring ground is from three 
to fourteen fathoms ; the beft holding ground is in four 
fathoms and a half. Veflels anchor about three quarters 
of a mile from tb^ town. The head of the harbour is to- 
w^d Wood end. There are her^ flats e:xtending three 

Quarters of a mile from the fhore. Hats lie all along the 
lore ; but do not reach fo far, except at Eaft harbour, 
where they alio extend three quarters of a mile. 

In failing from Race point, at the diftance of a half of 
^ nwle from it, into the harbour, the courfe is fouth-fouth 
eaft, till the light houfe bears eaft by north. Keep this 
courfe the diftance of two miles. Then run north-eaft, 
till the liffht-houfe bears eaft by fouth. After which fteer 
north-weft into the harbour.* 

A creek, called the Mill creek, becaufe there was for- 
merly a xnill on it, runs into the weftern part of the 
harbour. It is about a mile in length, and is nearly dry 
at low water. 

Common tides in the harbour rife twelve feet. 

This harbour and the waters near it afford a great 
variety and abundance of excellent and profitable fifhes. 
Herrings arc caught, principally in the harbour, from 
the firft of Oiflober to the nrft of December. Lafl: year, 
between five and fix thoufiind barrek were taken : worth 
about four dollars a barrel. Bafs are caught in the har- 
bour, and fometimes on the outfide of Wood end, from the 
firft of May till the laft of November ; about three hundred 
quintals annually, befide what are daily eaten by the 
inhabitants : worth four dollars a quintal. The firft 
mackerel, which are carried to Bofton market in the 
fpring, are taken in the harbour ; and yield a handfome 
profit, though the Bofton marketmen purchafe them of 
the inhabitants of Provincetown at about a quarter of 

what 

* For dircdions for failing from Bofton light houfe to Cape Cod, 
the diftance between which is fifteen Icngaes, fee Capt J. F. Williains^s 
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what they are fold for in the capital. Three hundred 
barrels are every year pickled and fent to Bofton. The 
mackerel, bafe, and herring are caught with feines, of 
which there are about fifty in the town, and which coft a 
hundred dollars each. Another feine, worth fix dollars, 
is made ufe of for catching mackerel in the fpring, and 
herring for bait. Of this kind there are about two hun- 
dred. Befidc the boats belonging to the fifhing vcffels, 
there are a dozen whaleboats, and about a hundred more 
of the fame form, but fliorter. The latter catch, annually, 
about thirty quintals of cod-fifli each, chiefly off Wood 
end. Two or three whales, producing about a hundred 
barrels of oil, are every year caught in the harbour. Black 
fifh are now feldom obtained. About two hundred fliarks 
are annually caught at Race point, and yield, one with 
another, four gallons of oil. There is a large Ihark in the 
harbour, named the bone-lhark, and fimuar in Ihape to 
the man-eating ihark, but harmleis : five or fix are taken 
in a year. The other fifhes in the harbour, and on the 
coaft, are the fturgeon, eels of a fuperiour quality, and in 

great abundance, haddock, tom-cod, pollock, flounder, 
alibut, drummer, manhadon, horfe-mackerd, dog-fifh, 
and feveral more, enumerated in the Defcription of Truro.* 
No cufk, blue-fifli, fiieep's-head, tautaug, fea-perch, are 
found m the harbour. 

There are mufcles, fea-clams, and quahaugs ; but nd^ 
ther oyfters nor fmall clams. The greateft part of the 
dam bait is brought from Orleans, Eaftham, and Wellflect, 
Lobfters, of an excellent quality, are obtained in great 
abundance on both fides of Long point. Five veflHs are 
conftantly employed in catching them, and carrying them 
to the market of New York. Two fmacks go with them 
to the Bofton market. Several barrels are pickled, and 
fent to the former place. 

In 1790, the inhabitants " employed about twen- 
ty veffels in the cod-fifhery.*' They now poflds thir- 
ty-three veflds, one of which is a brig, one 2 floop^ 
and the refl: fchooners : their number of tons is feven- 
teen hundred and twenty-two. Two or three of thefc 
Teffels are occafionally engaged in the merdiants' fer- 

vice. 

• CoU. Hift. Soc. VoL J^ p. 199. ' * 



vicjQ. Be/idfi which, four other veffels, containuig about 
three hundred tons, partly owned in Provincetowji and 
partly in Boftori, are alfo employed in the cod-filhery, and 
St out, and obtain their crews froni this place. The fiih- 
ing veffels go to the banka of Newfoundland, the coaft of 
Labrador, and the bay of Chalc^ur ; and they brlfig homr 
annually about thirty-three thoufand quintals of fiih^ whidk 
are worth, a quintal, about three dollai^ aaid a thirdr This 
buiinefs employs three hundred men and bays ; a quarter 
of whom belong to other places,^ Five or fix of the yeffdj 
are engaged partly in the cod-fififcery, and partly in thf 
whale-nCbery : the whale-fifliery^ however, is ixnall, axi^ 
yields little profits About half of the iSh caught from tl^ 
"^eiieb arc cured at Provincetpwn* All the proyifions and 
ftores for the veffels and men are procured in Bofion ; axid 
the greateft part of the fifli fold in the fame place. Eight 
ihoufknd hog&eads of fait are u&d in the fifheries. 

Sea fowls were formerly plenty on the ihores j; but they 
have been fo frequently mole&ed^ that their numbeirs are 
tnuch reduced. 

The town is a mile and a half long* More than two 
thirds of the dwelling houfes are built dofe to the iur- 
hoMX : a few fland back in vallies ; but nose of them far 
from the ihore. The number of dwellidog houfes is a hun- 
dred and forty-four,* eight of which are within the Umitt 
of Truro. Two of the hou&s only are two ftori^ in 
height. Mod of theie houfes are new, neat, painted, ^ad 
well finiflied* When -tlie cenfus was taken in 1 8oo« ifaecc 
-were eight hundred and twelve fouls. At prefuit, ihcrc 
jare a hundred and ninety-eight families. If there be ^ 
iaLvnt proportion between the fairies and fouI$ as thp^ 
'Was in 1790,1 the number of the inhabitants now m^ 
Jbe nine hundred and forty-fix/* 

There are ninety ftores^ in which fifii is depofited^ £m 

lioufes for the fmoking of herring, four or £ve (hops, 

-^twenty barns, and two windmills. One gf the windnuBs 

goes with fliers in the infide, ^iM^d appears like a Urge wd 

., :,^_ _J*r 

* Ine number of dwelling houfes and families in 'Dennu» OrleMb 
fiaftham, and Provincetown, as .giveo in dais rsAaxoft :i*^iaaAv' 
vmuneration. I ^ 

f See. IT. S. Ceafus for I'j^t p. 29. 
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lofty tower. As it fiands on a high hill, it is feen at a 
great diftance ; and to feamen entering the harbour is 
a conipicuous olged:. 

The nunniber of fait works is ^ven in the Defcription of 
Dennis. Pro^ncetown is remarkably well fituated for 
carrying on this ufefiil manu&fhire. The works are 
erected dofe to the dwelling houfes, dire&ly under the 
eye of the owners, and can be covered and uncovered 
with little expenfe of time : They ftand under the land 
hills, which face the fouth, and refle& on them a flrong 
heat : add to which, that no frefli ftreams run into the 
harbour, the water of which mufi: be as fait as that of 
the ocean. The eS^ of thefe caufes is, that the fame 
number of fuperficial feet yield more felt, the water 
evaporating fefler, than in any other part of the county. 

The townfhip is the property of the fbite, and titles 
are firfl obtained by pof]feflion and improvement. So 
many houfes and works have been ereded, and the town 
is in fo flourifhing a fituation, that building fpots now fell 
at a high price : they are transferred by quit-claim deeds. 

The other buildings are, a hou^ erected by King 
Hiram's lodge of free mafons, in 1795, the upper apart- 
ment of which is a well finifhed hall, and the lower flory 
of which is divided into two rooms, appropriated to 
fchool houfes : two other fchool houfes : a decent Congre- 
gational meeting houfe, erefted in 1793 : and a fmall 
Methodift meeting houfe. The Methodifts, who appeared 
to flourifh awhile, are reduced to twelve families. 

The climate and difeaies of Provincetown do not dif- 
fer materially from thofe of other parts of the county. 
The air, though naturally pure, is rendered unpleafant 
by the fifh flakes which furround the houfes. In the 
year 1794, a fever proved very mortal. It is fuppofed 
to have been occafioned by a number of fharks, which 
were left to putrefy on the fhore near the town. At 
prefent, the inhabitants appear to be attentive in removing 
fuch difgufting objefts out of the way. 

Cape Cod was originally a part of Truro. In 17 14, 
it waa made a diftrift or precinft, and put under the 
conflableiids: of that town. It was incorporated into a 
townfhip, by the name of Provincetown, June 14th. 

Cc cr<^/,vui.] 1727* 
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vice. BeAde which, four other veffels, containiiig about 
three hundred tons, partly owned in Provincetown anj 
partJy in Bofton, are alfo employed in the cod-fifl^ry, and 
£t out, and obtain their crews from this place. The fiih«> 
ing vcffcls go to the banka of Newfoundland, the coaft of 
Labrador, and the bay of Chaleur ; and they bring home 
annually about thirty-three thoufand quintals of fiih^ w^ch 
are worth, a quintal, about three dollax^ ajid a thirds This 
bufincfs employs three hundred men aiid boys ; a quarter 
of whom belong to other places. Five or fix of the ydfdji 
are engaged partly in the cod-fifixery, and partly in tii; 
whalc-nCbery : the whale-fifliery, however, is ijqnall, an^ 
yields little profits About half of the fiih caught &om th< 
veifcls are cured at Provincetown. All the proyUioas and 
ftores for the veflels and men are procured in Boftoa ; axid 
the greatefl: part of the fifh fold in the fame place. Eight 
thouiand hogOieads of fait are .ufed in the fifiieries. 

Sea fowls were formerly plenty on the fliom \ but xhxf 
have been fo frequently molefiied, that their nuiBl>^s are 
tnuch reduced. 

The town is a mile and a h^ iong^ Mcore than twp 
thirds of the dwelling houfes 2»'e built do& to the iu^'ir 
4)0ur : a few ftand back in valHes ; but ^Ojae of them f^f 
from the ihore. The number of dwelUjog houfes is a hup*/^ 
dred and forty-four,* eight of which are within the liHajft/^^ 
of Truro. Two c^ the houfes only are two ftorics ill 
height. Mod of thde houfes are new, neat, j>aiiited,^j|^ 
well finiihed. When tlie cenfus was taken in 1 800, tbv^ 
•^'ere eight hundred and twelve fouls. At prefent, jiflc 
are a hundred and ninety-eight £anulies. If there he djc 
£ime proportion between the faWies and Ibul^ as thoSE 
was in 1790,1 the number of the ii^iabitaints xiowiqiuft 
be nine hundred and forty-fix.'* 

There are ninety ftores^ in which fifii is deported) ^ 
lioufes for the fmoking of herring, four or dBwe fl^Lonl ^^ 
twenty barns, and two windmills. One of the iwadnafcl ^^ 
goes with fliers in the infide, ^d appears like ^ kyrge iw'| T^ 
^______^ ^fj 

* Ihe number of dwelling houfes and iamQies in 'D^mli, OdtfAl ^ 
fiaftham, and Provincetown^ as givea in Uus TjqIiuW, i« #opil^l 
itnunieration. J ^C)r 

^ See. IT. S. Cenfus for zj^, p. 29. 
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Brought over. jC'^^S^S^C o5* 

90 mackerel veffels, at 200 barrels each, are 
^ 18,000 barrels, at 1 8/1 - - - 16,200 00 

^ Shad, alewives, and other pickled fiih, 1 0,000 

barrels, atio/I - - • - - 5,000 00 
\ 12 barrds of oil to each cod-fifhing veflTel are 

3,600, at 30/: - . • - - 5,400 00 

15,000 hogflieads for packing the Weft-India 

fiih, at^ - - .. - • - 4^500 00 
Weft-India fiih from Nova Scotia and New^ 
foundl^id, in return for provifions, rum, 
fiigar, and molafles - - . • .10,000 00 
180 tail of whale-fifliin^ veffels, the exporta- 
iions to Great Britain amounting^ in oil 
• and bone, to - - - - - 75,000 00 
To the Weft-Indies and the Continent in do. 3>5oo oa 

Total. ;C*24^j966 o(J 



' ■ J ' ' ' ■ 

A Relation or Journal of a Plantation settled 
AT Plymouth in New England, and Proceedings 

thereof : FIRST printed in 1622, AND ABBREVI- 
ATED IN Purchases Pilgrims, Book x. Chap- iv. 
London. 1625. (i) 

•1 

I. "YXTEDNESDAY, the fixth of September, the 

VV wind coining eaft-north-eaft, a fine finall gale, 

xre loofed from PlymouUi, having been kindly entertain*- 

cd and courteoufly ufed by divers friends there dwelling ; 

and after many difficulties in boifterous ftorms, at length, 

by 

. ■ I I ■ I ■ I ■ I I I Ill I——— II III* 

( I ) Parchas's Pilgrims has become a very fcarce work. The fifth 
Volume in particular, called the fourth part in the title page, and 
'beginning with the fixth book and ending with the tenth, is fo rare, 
that the Hiilorical Society has not yet been able to obtain it. This is 
the more to be regretted, as this volume is the moft intercfting to the 
Siihabitants of the United States, relating to the difcovery and planta* 
lion of Virgiaia and New England. In the tenth book are two 
"Valuable papers, which give an account of the fettlement of Plymouth 
and its hiflory to September, 1623. Thcfe it has been thought proper 

to 
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by God'» providence, upon the ninth of November fol- 
lowing, by break of the day, we efpied land, which wc 
deemed to be Cape Cod, and fo afterward it proved 
Upon the eleventh of November, we came to an anchor 
in the bay, which is a good harbour and pleafant bay, 
circled round, except in the entrance, which is about four 
miles over from land to land, compaffed about to the very fea j 
with oaks,(2) pines, juniper, faffafras, and other iwect wood I 
It is a harbour wherein a thoufand (ail of fhips may fafdy I 
ride. There we relieved ourfclves with wood and water, 
and refreihed our people, while our fballop was fitted to 
coaft the bay, to fcarch for an habitation. There was die 
greateft ftore of fowl that ever we faw. 

2, And every day we iaw whales playing hard by us ; 
of which in that place, if we had inftruments and means 
to take them, we might have made a very rich return, 
which to our great grief we wanted. Our matter and his 
mate, and others, experienced in fifliing, profeffed we 
might have made three or four thoufand pounds worth of 
oil. They preferred it before Greenland whale-fiihing^ 
and purpofe the next winter to filh for whale here. For 
cod we affayed, but found none : there is good ftore no 
doubt in their feafon. Neither got we any fifti all the 
time we lay there, but fome few little ones on the Ihort 
We found great mufcles5(3) and very fet^ and full of fei 

pearl; 

to reprint ; and ^e volume Jb^s been borrowed from the libiarj of 
Harvard cpUege for the purpofe. The firft paper here prefentcd to \hi 
pablick is anonymous ; but it is quoted by Prince and Belknap under 
the title of Mourt's Relation. Mourt was probably xu>thmg more diau 
the prmter or publiiher of the original work, which Purchas has abridg- 
ed. From internal evidence it appears to have been written by one c( 
the company ; and were not the tndian names fpelled in a manner dif- 
ferent from thpfe in the fccond paper, it might without helitation be at- 
tributed to Window. In this edition the paragraphs are numbered ; anJ 
notes are added by the editor, r. j. 

(2) Fiew trees ar« now left round Cape Cod haxiioKr. That thej 
vcre formerly coxnmon, appears, from the ftumps ft ill reiaoining (S^ 
MaiT. Mag. VoL Hi. p. 150) and £rom the name fVood end. An agfi^ 
gentleman hs^s informed the editor, that in 174O1 there i^as a number of 
tkiii in tiie woods noxth-weft of Eafi harbour. 

(3) Though mufcles arc found m Cape Co<J baAour, ytt tfcc fe 
jp\am, t)r herty feeifas to be meant, tis it frequently produces on the fton- 
ich the effeds here defcribed. Set Defcription of Orleans, p. 192. 
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pearl ; but wc could not eat them, for they made us aU 
iick that did eat, as wdl failors as paifengers. They caui* 
cd to caft and fcour ; but they were foon well again. The 
}>ay is fo round and circling, that beibre we could come to 
^mchor, wc went round all the points of the compals. Wtf 
could not come near the fliore by three quarters of aa 
lElngliih mile, becaufe of {hallow water (4) y which was a 
great prejudice to us ; for our people, ^oing on ihore» 
were forced to wade a bcw-lhot or two m going aland, 
which cauCed many to get colds and coughs i for it was 
many times freezing cold weather. 

3. This day, before we came to harbour, obfcrving 
fome not well affe<9:ed to unity and concord, but gave jbrne 
appearance of faction, it was thought good there ihould be 
an aflbciation and agreement, that we Ihould combine to- 
gether in one body, and to fubmit to fuch government 
and governours, as we ihould by common confent i^ee 
to make and choofe, and fet our hands to this that follows 
word for word. 

4. In the name of God, Amen. We, whofe names are 
underwritten, the loyal fubjecis of our dread fovereign 
lord, king James, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland king, defender of the faith, &c. hav- 
ing undertaken, for the glory of God, and advancement 
of the chriftian faith, and honour of our king and country, 
a voyage to plant the firft colony in the northern parts 
of Virginia, do, by thefe prefents, folemnly and mutually, 
in the prefence of God and one of another, covenant 
and combine ourfdves together in a civil body politick, 
for our better ordering and prefervation, and furtherance 
of the ends aforefaid ; and by virtue hereof to enaft, 
conftitute, and frame, fuch juft and equal laws, ordinances^ 
afts, conftitutions, offices, from time to time, as fhall b^ 
thought moft meet and convenient for the general good 
of the coJony ; unto which we promife all due fubmmion 
and obedience. In wjtnefs whereof, we have hereunder 
fubfcribed our names. Cape Cod, eleventh of November, 
in the year of the reign of our fovereign lord, king James 

of 

(4) See Dcfcription of FrovincetowO; p. X98. 
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of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of 
Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini 1620. 

^ 5. The fame day, fo foon as we could, we fet aftvore 
fifteen or fixteen men, well armed, with fome to fetch 
wood, for we had none left 5 as alfo to fee what the 
land was, and what inhabitants they could meet with. 
They found it to be a fmall neck of land (5) ; on this 
fide where we lay is the bay (6) : and the fiirthefl: fide the 
lea(7) : the ground or earth, fand hills, much like the 
downs in HoUand, but much better : the cnift of the 
the earth, a ipit's (8) depth, excellent black earth : all 
wooded ,(9) with oaks, pines, faffafras, juniper, birch, 
holly, vines, fome afti, walnut : the wood for the moft 
part open and without under-wood, fit either to go or 
ride in. At night our people returned, but found not 
any perfon, nor habitation ; and laded their boat with 
juniper, which fmelled very fweet and ftrong, and of. 
which we burnt the moft part of the time we lay there. 

6. Monday, the thirteenth of November, we unfhipped 
our fhallop, and drew her on land, to mend and repair 
her, having been forced to cut her down in beftowing 
her betwixt the decks ; and ftie was much opened with 
the people's lying in her ; which kept us long there, for 
it was fixteen or feventeen days before the carpenter had 
finiflied her. Our people went on fliore to refrefli them? 
felves, and our women to wafh, as they had great need. 
But whilft we lay thus ftill, hoping our ftiallop would be 
ready in five or fix days at the furtheft (but our carpenter 
made flow work of it, fo that) fonae of our people, impa- 
tient 



(5) The men appear to have been landed on Long point, which tra- 
dition fays has been diminifhed in its length, breadth, and height. 

(6) By tlie bay is intended the harbour. See par. i. and par. 23. 
where Plymouth harbour is called a bay ; and par. 58, where the 
fame name is given to the harbour of Cummaquid, or Barnftable. 

(7) That iis, Bamftable bay, 
{^) Sec Note (2). . 
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ticnt of delay, defired for our better furtherance to travel 
by land into the country ; which was not without ap- 
pearance of danger, not having the ftiallop with them, 
nor means to carry provifign but on their backs ; to 
fee whether it might be fit for us to feat in or no ; and 
the rather, became as we failed into the harbour, there 
feemed to be a river opening itfelf into the main land* 
The willingnefe of the perfons was liked, but the thing 
itfelf, in regard of the danger, was rather permitted than 
approved : and fo with cautions, direftions, and inftruc- 
^ tions, fixteen men were £et out, with every man his 
mulket, fword, and corflet, under the condufl: of Captain 
Miles Standifh ; unto whom was adjoined, for counfd 
and advice, William Bradford, Stephen Hopkins, and 
Edward Tilley. 

7, Wednefday, the fifteenth of November, they were 

fet afhore (10); and when they had ordered themfelves 

in order of a fingle file, and marched about the fpace of 

a mile by the fea, they efpied five or fix people, with a 

{J dog, coming towards them, who were favages ; who, 

r .when they faw them, ran into the woods, and whiftled 

r the dog after them, &c. Firft they fuppofed them to be 

^. Mafter Jones, the mafter, and fome of his men ; for they 

\^ were afliore and knew of their coming : but after they 

^ -knew them to be Indians, they marched after them into 

If the wood, lefl: other of the Indians fliould lie in ambuflu 

^ But when the Indians faw our men following them, 

] they ran away with might and main ; and our men 

^ turned out of the wood after them, for it was the way 

^ they intended to go, but they could not come near them. 

: They followed them that night about ten miles (11) by 

the trace of their footings, and faw how they had come 

the fiime way they went, and at a turning perceived 

how they taH up a hill, to fee whether they followed theni* 

At length, night came upon them, and they were con- 

:^ drained to take up their lodging (12), So they fet forth 

three 

(10) The xnea were probably fet aihore on tbe eaft fide of Mill 
^creck. 

(11) The diflances in this paper are over-rated. 
(la) fjrobahly near Stout's creektf 
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three ientinels ; and the reft, fome kindled a ffre, a&d 
others fetched woods, and there held our rendezvous that 
night. 

8. In the morning, fd foon as we could fee the trace, 
we proceeded on our journey, and had the track until we 
had compaffed the head of a long creek(i3) ; and there 
they took into another wood, and we after them, fuppoC- 
ing to find fome of their dwelling&r But we marched 
thorough boughs and buihes, and un^r hlUs and Tallies( 14X 
which tore our very armour in pieces^ and yet cauM meet 
with none of them, nor their houfes, nor find any freft 
water, which we grefatly defired and ftood in need of ;. ftr 
wc brought neither beer nor water with us, and our vic- 
tuals was only bifcuit and Holland chcefe, and a little bol* 
tie of aquavitae, fo as we were fore athirft. About ten 
o'clock we came into a deep valley(i5), fiill of brufh, 
wood-g2dle, and long grafs, through which we fonnd Utik 
paths or tracks ; and there we izw a deer^ and fcHind 
^ings q£ frefli water(i6), of which we were faearti^ 
l^d, and fat us down and drunk our firft New Engkod 
water, with as. much delight as ever we drunk dfink is al 
€ur lives. 

9. When we had refrefbed ourfelves, we ^rcfkcd ow 
courfe full fauth(i7), that we might come to the ftiore; 
which witlun a mort while after we did, and there madr 
a fire, that they in the fhip might fee wher,e wc were^sB 
we had direi5lion ; and fo marched on towards, this Ap- 
pofed river. And as we went in another valley, we fonei 
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(13) £aft*harbour creek. E 

\i 

(14) Excepting the trees aiul bufhes, which have difappeaxtct tfiisis n 
an exai^ defcription of that part of Truro called Eaft harboilP. J 

(15) In this valley is the fmall village of j^aft bsriKmr. It ts gmvltl 
to decay, and probably will not long exift, I q 

(16) In the midfl of the valley abovementioned is a fwampy caUefj 
Dyer's fwunp. Around it was formerly a nunaber of fpringft ef bi 
-vtater ; and a few (Hll remain, though probably before another cemDT 
IS clofed, they will be choked with fand, as many of them already tev^, 
been. 

(17) The courfe from Dyer's firfeoqp to tiic toaAiMSanth 



a fine clear pond of frefh water( 18)9 being about a mulket- 
fhot broad, and twice as long. There grew alfo many 
ixnall vines ; and fowl and deer ( 1 9) haunted there. There 
erew much iaflafras. From thence we went on, and 
found much plain ground (20), about fifty acres fit for 
the plough, and fome figns where the Indians had for- 
merly planted their corn. After this fome thought it 
beft, for nearnefs of the river, to go down and travel 
on the fea iands, by which means fome of our men 
Were tired and lagged behind. So We flayed and gathered 
them up, and ftruck into the land again (21); where 
we found a little path to certain heaps of fand, one 
whereof was covered with old mats, and had a wooden 
thing like a mortar, whelmed on the top of it, and an 
earthen pot laid in a little hole at the end thereof. 
We muimg what it might be, digged and found a bow, 
and, as we thought, arrows, but they were rotten. We 
^ppofed there were many other things j but becaufe 
we deemed them graves, we put in the bow again, and 
made it up as it was, and left the reft untouched, becaufe 
we thought it would be odious unto them to ranfack 
their fepulchrcs. We went on further and found new 
fiubble, of which they had gotten corn this year, and 

many 

(18) This pond gives name to the principal village of Truro. It 
begins near the weilern fhore, and extends eaft ; (See Coll. Hift. Sec. 
Vol. III. p. 195.) and is not laid down in any map, which the editor 
has feen, except that of Norman's, and not very accurately there, as the 
breadth is too great in proportion to its length. In the map of the State 
lately publifhe^ it is erroneoufly made to communics^te with the bay. 
EaH: of ity on the Clay pounds, (lands the light houfe, wBich is placed 
too far fouth in all the maps, except that of Capt. J. F. Williams. In a 
map of Maflachufetts, publifhed in Hamburgh, the word Pond is written 
on the fouth, inftead of the north, fide or the meeting houfe. The 
greateft part of this pond is now filled with grafs and flags in fummer, 
uiough it is i^ a pond ia winter, as in 1620. it probably was at every 
ieafon of the year. For proofs that ponds are fometimes filled up, 
and are even converted into fwamps, fee Coll. Hift. Soc. VoL HI. p. 172. 

(19.) Deer liave been fccn near this pond by pcrfons now living. 
, (20) The land on the fouth fide of the Pgnd is an elevated plain. 

(21) Probably at the Great Hollow. Sec ColL Hift, Soc. VoL IIL 
p. 195. 

Dd [ry.viii.3 
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many walnut trees full of nuts, and great ft ore of ftraw- 
berries, and fome vines. Paffmg thus a field or two, 
which were not great, we came to another (21), which 
had alfo been new gotten ; and there we found where 
an houfe had been, and four or five old planks laid to- 
gether. Alfo we found' a great kettle, which had been 
lome Ihip's kettle, and brought out of Europe. There 
was alfo an heap of fand, made like the former, but it was 
newly done : we might jfee how they paddled it with their 
hands ; which we digged up, and in it we found a littk 
old bafket full of fair Indian corn ; and digged further, 
and found a fine great new baiket, full of very fair conf, 
of this year, with fome fix and thirty goodly ears of com, 
fome yellow, and fome red, and others mixt with blue, 
which was a very goodly fight. The baiket was round 
and narrow at the top. It held about three or four bufli- 
els, which was as much as two of us could lift up-from the 
ground, and was very handfomely and cunningly made. 
But whilfl: we were bufy about thefe things, we fet our 
men fentinel in a round ring, all but two or' three which 
digged up the corn. We were in fufpence what to do 
witn it and the kettle ; and at length, after much conful- 
tation, we concluded to take the kettle, and as much of 
the corn as we could carry away with us ; and when our 
fliallop came, if we could find any of the people, and came 
to parley with them, we would give them the kettle again, 
and fatisfy them for their corn. 

I o. So we took all the ears, and put a good deal of the 
loofe corn in the kettle, for two men to bring away on a 
ftafF. Befides, they that could put away into their pock- 
ets, filled the fame. The reft w^e buried again ;" for wc 
were fo laden with armour, that we could carry no more. 

1 1 . Not far from this place we found the remainder of 

as 

(22) From the Great Hollow the fixteen adventurers travelled footh 
to the hill, which terminates in Hopkins' cliflF. This they named Conw 
hill. See par. 15. The Indians formerly dwelt in great numbers oB 
this hill ; and the (hells, dcpofited by them on it, are fiill ploughed vf 
in abundance. It fhould be noted, that Hopkins' cliff is on the nofd- 
fide of Pamet river, and that north of the Cliff is the Great Hdtow. 
In the German map the Great Hollow is crroneoufly placed on the fouA 
Tide of the river. The osune, which ought to have beea written tberfb 
is Hog's Back. 
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an old fort or palifado, which, as we conceived, had been 
.made by fome chriftians* This ^^as alfo hard by that 
place, which w^e thought had been a river ; unto which 
we went and found it fo to be, dividing itfelf into two 
arms by ;^n high bank,(23) ftanding right by the cut or 
mouth, which came from the fea. That which was next 
unto us was the lefiu(24) The other arm (25) was more 
than twice as big, and not unlike to be an harbour for 
jQiips ; but whether it be a freih river, or only an 
indraught of the fea, we had no time to difcover, for 
we had commandment to be out but two days. Here 
iaifo we faw two canoes ; the one on the one fide, the 
pther on the other fide. We could not believe it was a 
icanoe, till we came near it. So we returned, leaving the 
further difcoveiy hereof to our ihallop : and came that 
night back again to the frefli water pond ; and there we 
jnade our rendezvous that niffht, making a great fire, and 
a barricado to windward of us, and kept good watch 
with three fentinels all night, . every one fl:anding when 
his turn came, while five or fix inches of match was 
turning. It proved a very rainy night. 

12. In 

(23) This is an accurate defcription of the entrance of Pamet river. 
The high bank is now called Old Tom's hill $ and it is the termination 
of a neck of land iituated between the two creeks. When .Truro was 
firft planted by the Englifh, this neck, with feveral other tra<5ls of land, 
was rcferved to the Indians ; from which circumftance it retains the 
name of Indian neck. Prince, in whofe Annals very few errours can 
be dete&ed, has fallen into a great miilake, in fuppofing that Bamflable 
harbour is the place which was vifited* (See Ann. p. 74.) But the 
defcription does not fuit the harbour of Bamflable, or any creek or inlet 
in the bay, except Pamet harbour ; and as Dr. Belknap rightly obferves 
{Biog. Vol. II. p. 176.) neither tie time nor diftance can agree with 
Prince's conje<aure. Barnftable is fifty miles from Cape Cod harbour 
by land ; a diftance which could not have been travelled, and back 
again, in three fhort days of November. 

(24) The fmalleft creek, which was next to the travellers, is called 
Hopkiils* creek. There is on it a body of fait marfli, which runs half 
way acrofs the townfhip of Truro. The depth of water in tliis creek, 
when the tide is in, is ^\^ feet* 

(25) Pamet river 5 which extends almofl: acrofs the townfhip, being 
.feparated from' the ocean by nothing but a narrow beach. It runs 

through a body of fait marfh, which is accurately laid down in Des 
Barres' chart, though the whole of the creek itfelf is not marked. In 
other maps the mar9i is converted into water. 
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12. In the morning, we took our kettle and funk it 
in the pond, and trimmed our mulkets, for few of them 
would go oflF, becaufe of the wet ; and fo coafted the 
wood (26) again to come home ; in which we were 
flirewdly puzzled, and loft our way. As we wandered, 
we came to a tree, where a young fprit was bowed down 
Over a bow, and fome acorns ftrewed underneath. Stc- 
phen Hopkins faid, it had been to catch fome deer. So, 
as we were looking at it, WiUiam Bradford being in the 
rear, when he came looking alfo upon it, and as lie went 
about, it gave a fudden jerk up, and he was immcdiatchr 
cauffht by the leg. It was a very pretty device, ma* 
with a rope of their own making, and having a noofe as 
artificially made as any roper in England can make, and as 
like ours as can be ; which we brought away with us. 
In the end we got out of the wood, and were fallen about 
a mile(27) too nigh above the creek ; where we iaw three 
bucks, but we had rather have had one of them. Wc 
alfo cUd fpring three couple of partridges ; and as wc 
came along by the creek, we faw great flocks of wild 
gecfe and ducks, but they were very fearful of us. So 
we marched fome while in the woods, fome while on 
the lands, and other while in the water up to the 
knees (28) ; tin at length we came near the ftiip ; and 
then we fhot off our pieces, and the long boat came to 
fetch us. Mafter Jones and Mafter Carver being on the 
fliore, with many of our people, came to meet us.— 
And thus we c^me both weary and welcome honie; 
and delivered in our corn into the ftore, to be kept for 
feed, for we knew not how to come by any, and the^^ 
fore was very glad, purpofing fo foon as we could meet 

with 

(26) The wood was terminated by the Pond, by the fide of which 
they travelled, and then through a valley, which -is conduced fro^n it, 
caft, toward the ocean. 

(27) This brought them about a mile, fonth-eaft, of the liead of Eal 
harbour creek. 

(28) l^ey appear to have waded through Stoat's creek, and a& 
through Mill creek, and to have paffed on to the end of Long point, 
from which the fhip lay at the diftancc of lels than a furlo^ir. ''" 
par. 19. ^ 
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'With any of the inhabitants of diat place, to make them 
large fatisfaftion. 

ij. When our ihallop was fit indeed, befbre- ihe was 
fally fitted, for there was two days work after beftowed on 
her, there was appointed fome four and twenty men c*f our 
own, 2uid armed) then to go and make a more full difcovexy 
of the rivers before mentioned. Matter Jones was de&> 
rous to go with us, and took fuch of his failors as he 
thought ufeful for us ; fo as we were in all about four 
and thirty men. We made Matter Jones our leader ; 
for we thought it beft herein to gratify his kindnefs and 
forwardnefe. When we were fet forth, it proved rough 
weather and crofs winds ; fo as we were conftrained, 
fome in the fhallop, and others in the long boat, to row 
to the neareft Ihore the wind would fuffer them to go un- 
to, and then to wade out above the knees. The wind was 
fo flxong as the fhallop could not keep the water, but was 
forced to harbour (29) there that night ; but we marched 
fix or feven miles further, and appointed the ihallop to 
come to us as foon as they could. 

14. It blowed and did fnow all that day and night, 
and froze withal. Some of our people that are dead, 
took the original of their death here. The nest day, 
about eleven o'clock, our ihallop came to us, and we 
ihipped ourfelves ; and the wind being good, we iailed 
to the river we formerly difcovered, which we named 
Cold Harbour (30) ; to which, when we came, we found 
it not navigable for fhips ; yet we thought it might be 
a good harbour for boats, for it flows there twelve 
foot (31) at high water. We landed our men be* 
tween the two creeks (32), and marched four or five 

miles 



(29) In Eaft harbour. The men who marched, fevered miles, and 
what diey fuppoied to be ^x or fevai miles farther, were landed on the 
point whtdb forms this harbour. 

(;^o) At the reqneft of the editor, fevcral of the principal inhabitants 
of Truro have a^preed to revive the old name of Cold harbour. 

(31) The mouth of Pamet river, or Cold harbour, is twelve feet 
deep at high water. Thence the water gradually decreafes to five feet, 
which is the depth at the lower bridge, xhis is to be uaderftood of the 
lowell tides, during the fummer. 

(32) The men were landed at Old Toln^s hi!!. 
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miles(33) by the greater of them, and the fliallop followed 
us. At length night grew on, and our men were tired w^ith 
inarching up and down the fteep hills and deep vallies (34)9 
which lay half a foot thick with fnow. Mafter Jones, 
wearied with marching, was deiirous that we fhould take 
up our lodging, though fome of u$ would have marched 
further. So we made there our rendezvous for that 
night under a few pine trees ; and as it fell out, we got 
three geefe and fix ducks for our fupper, which we ate 
with foldier's fiomachs, for we had eaten little alj that 
day* 

i 5. We marched to the place where we had the con 
formerly, which place we called Corn-hill (35) ; and 
digged and foi^nd the reft, of which we were very glaA 
We alfo digged in a place a little further off, and found 
a bottle of oil. We went to another place, which we 
had feen before, and digged and found more corn, viz. 
two or three bafkets full of Indian wheat, and a bag of 
beans, with a good many of fair wheat (36) ears. Whilft 
fome of us were digging up this, fome others found 
;inother heap of corn, which they digged up alfo ; fo as 
we had in all about ten bufliels, which will ferve us fiif* 
ficiently for feed. And fure it was God's good provi-» 
dence rfiat we found this corn, for elfe we knew not how 
we fhould have done ; for we knew not how we ftiouM 
find or meet with any of the Indians, except it be to do 
us a mifchief. Alfo we had never in all likelihood feca 
a grain of it, if we had not made our firft journey j for the 
ground was now covered with fnow, and fo hard frozen, 
that we were fain with our cutlaffes and fliort fwords 
to hew and carve the ground a foot deep, and tlien wreft 
it up with levers, for we had forgot to bring our took. 
Whilft we were in this employment, foul weather being 

towards, 

(33) From Old Tom's hill to the head of Pamet river the diftancc 
is about three miles and a half, as the hills run^ or three miles in a 
ftraight line. The tradition is, that Pamet river was formerly deeper 
than it is at prefent, and therefore the fliallop might eafily follow them. 

(34) This is an cxaft defcription of the land on Pamet river. 

(35) The inhabitants of Truro have alfo confented to revive the M 
name of Comhill. 

. (36) Indian com is ftill meant. 



Is 



Nov, 1 62 <S fettled at Ply mouths flj r 5 

towards, Mr, Jones was earneft to go aboard ; but fun- 
dry of us defired to make further difcovery, and find 
out the Indians' habitations. So we fent home with hinrr 
our weakeft people, and fome that were fick, and all the 
corn ; and eighteen of us ftayed ftill and lodged there 
that night, and defired that the fhallop might return to 
us next day, and bring us fome mattocks and fpades with 
them. 

16. When we had ftiarched five Of fix tniles in the 
woods, and could find no figns of any people, we returned 
again another way ; and as we came into the plain ground, 
we found a place like a grave, but it was much bigger 
and longer than any we had yet feen. It was alfo cover- 
ed with boards ; fo as we mufed what it fliould be, and 
refolved to dig it up : where we found firft a mat, and 
under that a fair bow, and there another mat, and under 
that a board about three quarters long, finely carved and 
painted, with three tines or broches on the top, like a 
crown. Alfo between the mats we found bowls, trays, 
diihes, and fuch like trinkets. At length we came to 
a fair--new mat, and under that two ban^es, the one 
bigger, the other lefs. We opened the greater, and found 
in It a great quantity of fine and perfed red powder, 
and in it the bones and Ikull of a man. The ikuU had 
fine yellow hair {till on it^ and fome of the flefh uncon*^ 
fumed. There was bound up with a knife, a packneedle, 
and two or three old iron things. It was bound up in 
a failor's canvas cafibck and a pair of doth breeches. The 
red powder was a kind of embaiment, and yielded a 
ftrong, but no oflFenfive finell. It was as fine as any flour. 
We opened the lefs bundle likewife, and found of the 
&me powder in it, and the bones and head of a litde 
child. About the legs and other parts of it was bound 
firings and bracelets of fine white beads (^2>7y There was 
alfo by it a little bow, about three quarters long, and fome 
other odd knacks. We brought fundry of the prettieft 
things away with us, and covered the corpfe up again. 
After this, we digged in fundry like places, but found no 
^more corn, nor any thing elfe but graves.^ 

17, Whilft 

« II ■ i I ^w^i— — 1— — — «— II ■'■■■■ 

(37) Wamponii made of the pcriwiokk* 
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17. Whilft we were thus ranging and fearching, two 
of the failors, which were newly come on the fhore, by 
chance efpied two houfes, which had been lately dwelt ui, 
but the people were gone. They, having their pieces, and 
hearing nobody, entered the houfes and took out fomethin^ 
and durft not fiay, but came again and told us s £> Ibine 
feven or eight of us went with themi, and found how we 
had gone within a flight flhot of them before* The houfo 
were made with long young fapling trees bended, and both 
ends ftuck into the ground. They were made round liltf 
unto an arbour, and covered down to the ground witk 
thick and well wrought mats ; and the door was not ova 
a yard high, made ot a mat to open(38)v The chimaei 
was a wide open hole in the top j for which they bad % 
mat to cover it clofe when t-hey pleafed- One might fiand 
and go upright in them. In the midft of them were fo«f 
little trunches knocked into the ground, and fmajl /ticks 
laid over, on which they hung tl^r pots, and what they 
had to feeth. Round about the fire they lay on inal% 
which are their beds. The houfe» were double matted j I 
for as they were jnatted without, fo were they withia withi 
newer and fairer mats. In the houfes we found wooden 
bowls, trays, and diihes^ earthen pots, hand-baflLets^ made 
of crab-lhells wrought together i alfo an Engliih pail or 
bucket ; it wanted a bail, but it had two iron ears^ Tkre 
was alib bafkets of fundry forts^ bigger, and ibme lefltfV 
finer, andfome coarfer. Some were curioufly wf^d^ 
with Uack and white in pretty works, and fundr^^ €^ 
of their houfehold fluff. We found alio two or thrcf 
deer's heads, one whereof had been newly killed, ics it 
was ftill frefh. There was alfo a company of deer's Act, 
fiuck up in the houics, harts' horns, and eagles' daws^ and 
fimdry fuch like things there was ;, alfo two or three bait 
kets full of parched acorns, pieces of fifii, and a piece oi i 
broiled herring. We found alfo a little filk ^a&, and i 
litde tobacco feed, with fome other feeds whiox we knew 
BOt. Without was fundry bundles of flags, and ledge; 
faull-ruflies, and other fluff to make mats. There vaf 
thruft into a hollow tree two or three pieces of veniioa ; 

but 



(SS) See Gookln'8 CoU. chap. UL jj. 4. and Williams' Ke)% ch^ ^^ 
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but we thought it fitter for the dogs than for us. Some 
of the beft things we took away with us, and left the 
houfes fianding Itill as they were. 

184 Much difputation fell out about the place where 
we fhould abide ; and a company was chofen to go out 
upon a third difcovery. Whilft fome were employed in 
this difcovery, it pleafed God that Miftrels White was 
brought to bed of a fon, which was called Peregrine. 

19. Wednefday, the fixth of December, we fet out, 
being very cold and hard weather. We were a long 
while, after we launched from the fliip, before we could 
2;et clear of a &ndy ipoint, which lay within leis than a 
nirlong of the fame(39). In which time two were very 
fick, and Edward Tilley had like to* have fwooned with 
cold. The gunner was alfo fick unto death (but hope of 
trucking made him go) and fo remained all tnat day and 
the next night- At length we got clear of the fandy 
point, and got up our fails, and within an hour or two we 
got under the weather fliore, and then had fmoother wa- 
ter and better failing ; but it was very cold, for the water 
froze on our clothes, and made them many times like 
coats of iron. 

20. We failed fix or feven leagues by the fhore, but 
£sLW neither river nor creek. At length we met with a 
tongue of land, being flat ofi" from the ihore, with a fandy 
point (40). We bore up to gain the point, and found 
there a fair income or road of a bay, being a league over 
at the narrowcft, and fome two or three in length ; but 
we made right over to the land before us, and left the 
difcovery of this income till the next day. As wc drew 
near to the fliore, we efpied fome ten or twelve Indians 
very bufy about a black thing (41), what it was we could 
not tell, till afterwards they faw us, and ran to and fro, 
as if they had been carrying fomething away. AVc landed 
a league or two from them, and had much ado to put 

afliore, 

(39) The end of Long point. 

^ (40) Billingfgate point. This point then joined the land noiih 
rf it ; but it is now an iOand. See Coll. Hift. Soc. Vol. IV. p. 41. 

(41) A grampus. Prince's Ann. p. 7$* 

E e IFoL viiL] 
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afliore any where, it lay Cj full of flat fands(42). When 
we came to fhore, wc raadti us a bavricado, and got fire 
wood, and fet out fentinels, and betook us to our 
lodging, fuch as it v^as- We faw the fmoke of the fire, 
which the favages made that night^^. about four or five 
miles from us. 

21. In the momiitg tve (Evided orar company, fomc 
eight in the ftallop, and the reft on the fltorr went to 
difcover this place ; but we found it only to be a bay, 
without either river or creek coming into ity This platf 
the moft were minded we ftiould call Grampus baf, 
becaufe we found many of them there*. We followed 
the track of ther Indians' bare feet a good way on- tBe 
fends. At length we faw here they ftruck into the wood? 
by the fide ot a pond (43). As we went to view the 
place, one faid he thought he faw an Indian houfe among 
the trees. So we went up to fee. And here we and tto 
fliallop loft fight one of another till night, it being now 
about nine or ten o'clock. So we lighted on a path> 
but faw no' houfe, and followed a great way into the 
woods. At length we found where corn had been fetj. 
but not that year. Anon we found a great burying 
place, one part whereof was encompafled with a large 
palifado, like a church yard, with young fpires four or 
five yards long, fet as clofe one by another as they couldy 
two or three foot m the ground- Within it was full of 
graves, fome bigger, and fome left* Some were alfo pafcd 
about ; and others had like an bidian houfe made ovcf 
them, but not matted. Thofe graves were more fump- 
tuous than thofe at Cornhill ; yet we digged none o5 
them upi only viewed theni and went our way. Without 
the palifado were graves alfo, but not^fo coflly. We went 
ranging up and down till the fun began to draw low ; 
and then we hafted out of . the woods, that we might 
come to our fliallopi By that time wc had done, and 

our 

(42) See Defcription of Eaftham. p* 155. 

* They found grampufes deadj two inches thick of fat, and fiw or 
fix paces long. Note by the author. 

(43) Great pond in Eaftham^ north of which they landed, Th5» 
pond is wdl deUneated in the late maps oi^tbe ftate. 
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eur fhallop come tp us (44) it iR'as within night ; and 
we fed upon fuch victuals as we had, and betook us to 
9Ur reil, after we had fet our watch. 

22^ Abo]iit jjiidnight we l;ieard a great and hideous 
cry ; and our fentinel called, Arm, arm. So we beftirred 
©urfelyes, and fhot off ii .coupk of mulkets, and noife 
ceafed. We concluded that it was a company of wolves 
and foxes, for ojie told us he had heard fuch a noife in 
Newfoundland. About five o'dock in the morning we 
began to be ilirring. Upon a fudden we heard >a great 
\ Vid ftrapge cry, which we knew to be th^ fame' voices, 
^ though ihey varied their notes. One of the company, 
, being abroad, came running in, and cried. They arc 
men, Indians, Indians ; and with;al their arrows came 
flying amongft us. Our men ran out with ali fpeed to 
recover their arms. The cry of our enemies was dread- 
ful, efpecially when our men ran out to recover their 
^rms. Their note was after this manner, Woach woach ha 
ba bach woach. Our men were no fooner come to their 
arms, but the enemy was ready to affault them. There 
was a lu£by man, and no whit lefs valiant, who was 
thought to be their captain, flood behind a tree within 
half a mulket fhot of us, and there let his arrows fly at 
us. He flood three fliots of a mulket. At length one 
took, as he laid, full aim at him ; aifter which lie gave 
an extraordinary cry ; and away they went all. We 
followed them about a quarter of a mile ; but we left 
fix to keep our fliallop, for we were careful of our bufinefs. 
We took up eighteen of their arrows, which we had fent 
to England by Mafter Jones ^ ibiae whereof were headed 

with 

(44) It appears from Gov. Bradford's MS. Hift. quoted by PrincCf 
Ann. p. 77. that the fhallop coafled along the (hore^ fouth, and that to* 
ward night the people on the land met it at a creek. This Morton con* 
jedhires to be Nam&eket. Mem. p. 25. But it may with more proba* 
bility be concluded that it was Great Meadow creek. If the travellers 
had gone as fiir as Namfkeket, they muft either have cro/Ted Great 
Meadow, Boat Meadow, Rqck harbour, and Little Namikeket creeks, or 
they muft have pafled round their heads, which, at a time when the 
country was covered with a foreft very difficult to be penetrated, would 
have been no eafy tafk* Namikeket creek was beft known to the firft 
inhabitants of Plymoutb' i aQi4 tl^$ appears to have been the caufe of 
Morton's fuppofitioiv* . 
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with brafi, others with harts' horn, and others with 
eagles* daws. Many mpre no doubt were ftiot ; for thefc 
we found were almoft covered with leaves ; yet, by the 
Ipedal providence of God, none of them either hit or 
hurt us. (45) 

23* On Monday we found a very good harbour for 
our Clipping, We marched alfo into the land, and found 
divers corn fidds and little running brooks ; a place very 
good for fituation : fo we returned to our fliip again with 
good news, which did much comfort their hearts, This 
harbour is a bay greater than Cape Cod, compafled with 
goodly land, and in the bay two fine iflands(46) uninhab- 
ited, wherein are nothing but woods, oaks, pines, walnut, 
beech, failafras, vines, and other trees which we know not 
This bay is a moft hopeful place(47) ; innumerable ftorc 
of fowl, and excellent good ; and cannot but be fifh in 
their feafons : Skate, cod, turbot(48), and herring, wc 
have taftcd of \ abundance of mufdes, the greateft and 
bett we ever faw ; crabs and lobfters in their time infin* 
ite. It is in faihion like a fickle or fiih-hook. 

24. The dghteenth, we went along the coaft in the 

woods, fome leven or eight mile (49), but faw not an In^ 

dian, 

(45) For a narrative of the events, which took place between this (kir- 
mifh and the landing at Plymouth, fee Morton's Mem. p. 27, 28. ant 
Prince's Ann. p. 77, 78. 

(46) There is not at prefent but one ifland in the harbour of Plynh 
cuth. But there is a Ihoal called Brown's iiland, lying about a half of 
a mile eaft by north from Beach point. This, it is fuppofed, was cncc 
upland. There is a tradition, that ftumps of trees have been feen here 
The following extradl from Wmthrop's Journal, p. 87. will perhaps con- 
firm this fuppoiition. ** A. D. 1635. Sep. 6. Two fhallops going 
laden with goods to Connedicut, were taken in the night with an esdl- 
erly ftorm, and caft away upon Brown's Iflands, near the Gurnet's Nofe^ 
and the men all drowned." 

(47) The experience of a few years convinced the inhabltanu ct" 
Plymouth that the place was not fo hopeful, as they had at firft fup- 
pofed. 

(48) By turbot may be intended the flounder, or the halibut, 

(49) Which ever way tie ixavcHcrs went, they could not have talk- 
ed (even miles ; becaufe north-weft, at the diftance of four miles, they 
would have come to Jones' river in Kingfton ; and fouth-eaft, at the 
diftance of three-miles to Eel river. Thefe rivers, though not large* 
cannot be denominated brooks. The latter then ran into the harbour of 
Plymouth ; but at prefent its mouth is on the outiide of Beach point. 
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dian, nor an Indian houfe ; only wc found where formerly 
had been fome inhabitants, and ^here they had planted 
their corn. We found not any navigable river, but four 
or five running brooks of very frelh water, that all run 
into the fea. The land for the cruft of the earth is a fpit's 
depth, e^sicellent black mould, and fat in fome places : two 
or three great oaks, but not very thick, pines, walnuts^ 
beech, all}, birch, hazel, holly, afp(5o), £dlafras in abun« 
dance, and vines every where, cherry trees, plum trees, i 
and many others which we know not. Many kinds of 
herbs we found here in winter, as ftrawberry leaves innu- 
merable, forrel, yarrow, carvel, brooklime, liverwort, wa* 
ter-cr^es, great ftorc of leeks and onions, and an excellent 
ilsong kind of flax and hemp. Here is fand, gravel, and 
. excellent clay, no better in the world, excellent for pots, 
and will wafli like foap, and great ftoire of fione, though 
fomewhat foft, and the beft water(5i) that ever we drunk ; 
and the brooks now begin to be full of fifli(52). That 
night, many being weary with marching, we went aboard 
again. 

25. The nineteenth of December, after our landing 

• and viewing of the places fo well as we could, we came to 

. a conduiion, by moft voices, to fet on the main land, on 

! the firft place, on a high ground, where there is a great 

r deal of land cleared, and hath been planted with com 

three or four years ago \ and there is a very fweet brook 

(53) runs under the hill fide, and many delicate fpruigs of 

as good water as can be drunk, and where we may har-p 

hour our ihallops and boats exceeding well ; and in this 

brook is much good fifh in their feafons ; 0x1 the further 

fide of the river alfo much corn ground deared(54). la 

one field is a great hill(55), on which we point to make % 

platform, 



■•f^ff" 



(50) Afpen. 

(51 ) Plymoiith is abuadantly fupplied with fprings and 4>rQoks of ex- 
cellent water. 

(52) Eels and fmelu enter the brooks of Plymouth in automn ; and 
• froft fiih, or tom-codsy in December. 

(53) Now called Town brook. It iflues ftom a ponds named Bil^ 
Ungton fea. 

(54) At prefent denominated the Tnuning green. 
\SS) On which the burying ground now is. 
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platform, and plant our ordnance ; which will command 
all round about. From thence we may fee into the bay, 
and far into the fea ; and we may fee from thence Cape 
Cod. 

26. Saturday, the three and twentieth, fo many of us 
as could went on fliore, felled and carried timber, to pro- 
vide themfelves ftuflF for building. Monday, the five and 
twentieth, we went on fliore, fome to ifell timber, fome to 
faw, fome to rive, and ibme to carry : fo no man rfifted 
all that day. 

27. Monday, the five and twentieth, being Chriftmas 
day, we began to drink water aboard ; but at night the 
mafter caufed us to have fome beer ; and fo on board wc 
had divers times now and then fome beer, but on fliorc 
none at all. We took notice how many jBunilies they 
were, ^viiling all fingle men, that had no wives, to join 
with fome family, as they thought fit, that fp we might 
build fewer houfes ; which was done, and we reduced 
them to nineteen families. To greater families we allotted 
larger plots ; to every perfon half a pole in breadth, and 
three in length ; and fo lots were caft where every man I 
fhould lie ; which was done, and ftaked out. Wc thought 
this proportion was large enough at the firfl, for houfes 
and gardens to impale them round, confidering the w^eak- 
jiefs of our people, many of them growing ill with colds \ 
for our former difcoveries in froft and ftorms, and the 
wading at Cape Cod, had brought much weakne& amongft 
us, which increafed every day more and more, and after 
was the caiife of many of our deaths. 

28. Friday and Saturday we fitted ourfdves for our 
labour ; but our people on fliore were much troubled and 
difcouraged with rain and wet that day, being very flormy 
^nd cold. We faw great fmokes of fire made by the In- 
dians, about fix or feven miles from us, as wc conjec- 
tured. 

29. Thurfday, the fourth of January, Captain Miles 
Standifli, with four or five more, went to fee if they could 
meet with any of the (avages in that place where the fires 
igsrere made. They went to fonie of their houfes, but not 
lately inhabited ; yet could they not meet with any. -As 
Jhey came homp, theyfliot at an eagle and killed her, 

whish. 
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dian, nor an Indian houfe ; only wc found where formerly 
had been fome inhabitants, and where they had planted 
their corn. We found not any navigable river, but four 
or five running brooks of vei-y frelh water, that all run 
into the fea. The land for the cruft of the earth is a fpit's 
depth, excellent black mould, and fat in fome places : two 
or three great oaks, but not very thick^ pines, walnuts^ 
beech, aih) birch, hazel, holly, afp(5o), fauafras in abun« 
dance, and vines every where, cherry trees, plum trees, 
and many others which we know not. Many kinds of 
herbs \ve found here in winter, as ftrawberry leaves innui 
merable, forrel, yarrow, carvel, brooklime, liverwort, wa* 
ter-crefles, great ftorc of leeks and onions, and an excellent 
ftpong kind of flax and hemp. Here is fand, gravel, and 
excellent clay, no better in the world, excellent for pots, 
and will vtrafli Uke foap, and great ftore of ftone, though 
fomewhat foft, and the beft water(5i) that ever we drunk ; 
and the brooks now begin to be full of fifli(52). That 
night, many being weary with marching, we went aboard 
again. 

25. The nineteenth of December, after our landing 
and viewing of the places fo well as we could, we came to 
a condufion, by moft voices, to fet on the main land, on 
the firft place, on a high ground, where there is a great 
deal of land cleared, and hath been planted with corn 
three or four years ago j and there is a very fweet brook 
(53) runs under the hill fide, and many delicate fpruigs of 
as good water as can be drunk, and where we may har-* 
bour our fhallops and boats exceeding well ; and in this 
brook is much good fifh in their feafons ; on the further 
fide of the river alfo much corn CTound deared(54). la 
one field is a great hill(55), on which we point to make a 

platform, 

(50) Afpen. 

(51) Plymouth is abuxidantly fupplied with fprings and brooks of ez« 

Ccllent water. 

(52) Eels and fmelt& enter the brooks of Plymouth in autumn ; and 
4Voil filh, or tom-cods» in December. 

(53) ^o'w called Town brook. It iflues ftom a ponds named BiK 
lington fea. 

(54) At prefent denominated the Training green. 
{55) On which the burying ground now is. 



S24- jQurnal of a Plantation yan» 1621. 

terriiy them : they heard, as thCy thought, two lions (59) 
roaring exceedingly for a long time, and a third, that 
they thought was very near them. So not knowing 
what to do, they refolved to climb up into a tree as the 
lafeft refuge, though that would prove an intolerable 
cold lodging. They ftood at the tree's root, that when 
the lions came, they might take their opportunity of 
climbing up. The bitch they were fain to hold by the 
neck, for fhe would have been gone to the lion. But it 
pleafed God fo to difjpofe, that the wild beafts came not. 
So they walked up and down under the tree all ni^t. ft 
was an extreme cold night. So foon as it was light thef 
travelled again, palling by many lakc8(6o), and brooks, and 
woods, and in one place where the favages had burnt the 
fpace of five miles in length, which is a fine champaign coun-' 
try„and cven(6i). In the afternoon it pleafed God, from 
an high hill, they difcovered the two ifles in the bay ; and 
£> that night got to the plantation, being ready to faint 
with travel and want of victuals, and almoft famiihed 
with cold. John Goodman was fain to have his ihoes 
cut off his feet, they were fo fwelled %vith cold ; and it 
was a long while after ere he was able to go. 

32. The houfe was fired occafionally by afpark that 
flew into the thatch, which inflantly burnt it all up ; 
but the roof ftood and little hurt. The moft lofe irw 
Mafter Carver's and William Bradford's, who then hf 
fick in bed, and if they had not rifen with good ^eed, 
had been blown up with powder ; but, through God's 
mercy, they had no harm. The houfe was as full of 
beds as they could lie one by another, and their mu&cts 
charged ; but, bleffed be God, there was no harm done. 

33* Monday, 

(59) Several of the firft fettlcrs of New England fuppofed, that thf 
Uon euAed heie. (See CoUL Hift. See. VoL I. p. 119. and Wood's N* 
England Profpedt. chap, ti.) But £ew readers need now to be informed 
that this animal is not to be found in Aznerica. Goodman and Bxovnv 
coming from England, where both the lion and the wolf are unknovOt 
might eafily, un<fcr the impreffion of fear, miftake the h<M^ling cf d»c 
one for the roaring of the other. See par. 34. 

(60) There is a great number of ponds in the townflup of Pl]nQoath- 

{61) A plain commences two miles from the tofWDf and-esttodi if 
mJcs ifouth-weft. 
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33. Monday^ the fifteenth day, it tained much all 
day, that they on Ihip-board could not go on Ihore, nor 

: they on ftiore do any labour, biit were all wet. Tucfday," 
Wedncfday, Thurfday, were very fair funfhiny days, 

t as if it had been in April ; and our people, to many aa 
were in health, wrought cheerily* 

34« The nineteenth day we refolved to make a ihcd 
to put our commoh provifion in, of which fome were 
a^r^y fet on ihore ; but at noon it rained, that we 
could not work. This day, in the evening, John Good- 
man went abroad to ufe his lame feet, that were pitifully 
ill with the cold he had got, having a little fpaniel with 
him* A little wiy from the plantation two great wolves 
ran after the dog : the dog ran to him and betwixt his 
legs for fuccour» He* had nothing in his hand, but took 
tip a flick and threw at one of them and hit him, and 
they prefently ran both away, but came agsdn. He got 
a pie board in his hand ; and they fat both on their tails 

. crmning at him a good while ; and went their way and 
left him* 

» .35. Saturday, the feventeenth day, in the morning, 

Z we caHed a meeting for the eflablifhing of military orders 
iunongfl: ourfelves ; and we chofe Miles Standifh for our 

: captain, and gave him authority to command in affairs. 
2,6. Saturday^ the third of March, the wind was fouth, 
the mornine mifty, but towards noon warm and fair 
Weather. l%e birds fang in the woods moft pleafantly* 
At one of the clock it thundered, which was the firfl we 
iieard in that country : it was flrong and great clap^, but 
dort ; but after an hour it rained very tteady till mid- 
night. Wednefday, the feventh of March, the wind was 
fuS eaf}:5 cold, but fain 

37. Friday, the fixteenth, there presented himfelf a 
favage. Which caufed an alarum. He very boldly came all 
alone, and along the houfes, flraight to the rendezvous, 
where We intercepted him, not fuffering him to go in, as 
undoubtedly he would out of his boldnefs. He faluted 
us in Enslim^ and bade us welcome ; for he had learned 
tomt broken Englifh amongft the Englifhmen that came 
to fifh at Monhiggon, and knew by name the moft of thq 
captains, commanders, and mafters, that ufually com?. 
Ff [rciviiL] He. 



2 26 Journal cf a Plantation March. 1 6a i . 

He was a man free in fpeech, fo far as he could exprefs 
his mind, and of a feemly carriage. We queftioned him 
of many things : he was the firft favage we could meet 
withal. He faid he was not of thofe parts, but of Morat- 
tiggon, and .one of the fagamores or lords thereof : had 
been eight months in thefe parts, it lying hence a day's 
fail with a great wind, and five days by land^^ He dit 
courfed of the whole country, and of every province, and 
of their fagamores, and their number of men, and 
ftrength. The wind beginning to rife a little, we caft a 
horfeman*s coat about him ; for he was ftark naked, 
only a leather about his waift, with a fringe about % 
fpan long, or little more. He had a bow and two arrows, 
the one headed, and the other unheaded. He was a tall, 
ftraight man ; the hair of his head black, long behind, 
only Ihort before ; none on his face at all. He alked 
fomc beer ; but we gave him ftrong-water and bifcuit, 
and butter, and cheele, and pudding, and a piece o£ a 
mallard ; all which he liked well, and had been acqu«dnted 
with fuch amongft the Englifli. He told us the place 
where we now live is called Patuxet, and that about four I 
years ago all the inhabitants died of an extraordinary I 
pligue, and there is neither man, woman, nor child re- , 
mainingy as indeed we have found none ; fo as there is 
none to hinder our poffeflion, or lay claim unto it. AD 

. the afternoon we fpent in communication with him. Wc 
would gladly have been rid of him at night, but he 
,was not willing to go this night. Then we thought to 
carry him on mip-board, wherewith he was well content, 
and went into the fhallop ; but the wind was high and 
water fcant, that it could not return back. We lodged 

> [him] that night at Stephen Hopkins' houfe, and watcncd 
him. 

38. The next day he went away back to the Mafla- 
foyts(62), from whence he faid he came, who are our next 
bordering neighbours. They are fixty ftrong, as he faith. 
The Nauutes are as near, fouth-eaft of them, and are a hun- 
dred ftrong ; and thofe were they of whom our people were 
encountered 

(62) The Englifh, not underftanding Samofet perfedly, fuppofedtta 
by Maflkfoyt he meant an Indian tribe ; but this was the name rf the 
great fagambre, as appears afterwards in par* 41. 
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encountered, as we before related. They are much incenfed 
and provoked againft the Englifh ; and about eight months 
ago flew three Englilhmen, and two more hardly efcaped 
by flight to Monhiggon. They were Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges his men, as this favage told us ; as he did like- 
wife of the buggery^ that is, fight, that our difcoverers 
had with the Naufites ; and of our tools that were taken ' 
out of the woods, which we willed hin> fliould be brought 
again, otherwife we would right ourfelvcs. Thefe peo- 
ple are iU affefted toward the Englifli by reafon of one 
Hunt, a matter of a fliip, who deceived the people, and 
got them under colour of trucking with them, twenty 
out of this very place where we inhabit, and feven men 
from the Naufites, and carried them away, and fold 
them for flaves, hke a wretch-man (for twenty pound si 
man) that care not what mifchief he doth for his profit^ 

39. Saturday, in the morning, we difmiflled the favi^ge, 
and gave him a knife, a bracelet and a ring. He promifed 
within a night or two to come again, and to bring with 
him fome of the Maflafoyts, our neighbours, with fuch 
beavers* Ikins as they had to truck with us, 

40. Saturday and funday, reafonable fair days. On 
this day came again the favage, and brought with him five 
other tall, proper men. They had every man a deer's fldn 
on him ; and the principal of them had a wild cat's fldn, 
or fuch like, on the one arm. They had mofl: of them 
Jong hofen up to their groins, dofe made ; and above 
their groins, to their waifl:, another leather : they were 
altogether like the Irifli troiifers. They are of complesdon 
like our Englifli Gipfies ; no hair, or very little on their 
faces ; on their heads long hair to their flioulders, only 
cut before j fome trufled up before with a feather, broad 
wife, like a fan ; another a fox tail, hanging out. Thefe 
left, according to our charge given him before, their bows 
and arrows a quarter of a mile from our town. We gave 
them entertainment, as we thought was fitting thenjii 
They did eat liberally of our Englilh viftuals. They made 
femblance unto us of friendfliip and amity. They fang 
apd danced after their manner, like anticks. They 
brought with him in a thing like a bow-cafe, which the 
principal of them had about his waift, a little of their 



taS younuU of a PlantatUn Mar€b. 1621. 

corn pouaded to powder (63), which put to a little water 
thejr ate. He ha4 a litde tobacco in a bag ; but none 
of them drunk, but when he lifted. Some of them had 
their faces painted black (64), from the forehead to th« 
chin, four or five fingers broad : others after other falh- 
|ons, as they liked. They brought three or four fkins ; 
but we would not truck with them all that day, but 
wiihed them to bring mpfe, and we would truck for 
all ; which they prpmifed within a night or two, and 
would }eav€ thde behind them^ though i|re were not 
willing they ihould ; and they bf pught all our tools agaiq, 
which were taken in the woods, in our mepi's abfence (65}, 
80 because oi the day we difixiifled them, fo foon as ve 
could. But Samofet, our firft acquaintance, either was 
£ck, or feigned himfelf fo, and would not go with them, 
and fiayed with us till Wednefday morning. Then we 
fent him to them, to know the reafon they came not 
according to their wQrds ; and we gave him a hat, a 
pair of upckings and ihoes, a fhirt, and a piece of doth 
to tie about his waift. 

41/ Thurfday, the twenty-fecondth of March, was 
a fair warm day. About noon we met agam about 
eur publick bufinefs ; but we had fcarce been an hour 
together, but Samofet came again, and Squanto (66), the 
pmy natiye of Patuxet, where we ifiow inhabit, who ww 
one of the twenty captives that by Hunt iiyere carried 
away, and had been in Epgland, and dwelt in Cprnhill with 
Mafter John Stanie, a merchant, and could fpeak a littk 
Engliih, with three others : and they brought with them 
foifte few fkins to truck, and fome red herrings, newly 
taken and dried, but not ialted \ and fignified unto us, 
that thei)" great iaeamore, Maflafoyt, was hard by, with 
Quadecjuina, hi^ brother^ and all their men- They 

could 

(63) Nokeiicky generaUv pronounced at pre&nt uokale^ made of In- 
dian corzif parched* isid afterwards reduced to xneali and iifted through 
a bafket. $ce Williams' Key, chap. II. and Gockin*s Coll. chap. 

(64) See Williams? Key, pfaap. XXX. and Gookin's CoU. cfagp. 
IIL $ II. 

(65) S^ Princess Ann. p. 9S. 
f66) Or Tifq^nntoai. See par. 48. 
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jcould not wd) exprds' in En^lh what they would ; but 
after an hour the king came to the top of an hill QS'j) over 
l^gainlt us» and had in hi$ train il^ty men^ that wc could 
vtrell behold them, and they us. We were not willing 
to fend our governour tp them, and they imwilling to 
fcome to us : fo Squanto went again unto him, who 
\ brought word that we fhould fend one to parjiey with him, 
whi(£ we did» which was Edward Winflow, to know hi$ 
mind, and to fignify t}ie mind and will of our go^ernourp 
vrfaich was to have trading and peace with him. We 
fent to the king a pair pf knives, and a copper diaidt 
fidth a jewel in it. To Quaidequina we £ent Ukewife a 
knife, and a jewd to hang in his ear, and withal a pot of 
jUrong water, a good quantity oif bifcuit, and fomc butter^ 
^vhich were all willingly accepted. 

42. Our me£enger made a fpeech unto him. That 

king James (aluted him with words of love and peaces 

» and i^d accept of him as his^friend and ally ; and that 

: fnir ^vernoiu' deiired to fee him and to Xxv^aL with him^ 

and to cpnfirm a peace with him as his next neighbour. 

s fie liked well of the fpeech^ and heard it attentiyely^ 

c though the interpreters did not well expre& it. After he 

s had eaten aiid drunk himfclf, and given the reft to hi$ 

5 company, he iQoked upon our mmenger's fword and' 

: armour which he had on, with intimation of his delire to 

buy it ; but, on the other £de, our menenger ihowed his 

unwillingneis tp part with it. In the end he left him in 

the cuftody of Qv^^K^uina, his brother, and came over 

the brook, and fome twenty men following him, leaving 

all their bows and arrows behind them. We kqpt JSx 

pr feven as hoftages for our meifenger. Captain Standtik 

and Mr. Williamfon met the kipg at the brook, with 

half a dozen muiketeers. They ialuted hij[n, and he 

them : ib o^e going over, the one on the one fide, ^ind 

the cither on the other^ condu^d him to a^ houie then 

in building, where we placed a green rug and three or 

four cuihions. Then inftantly came pur governour, witl| 

a drum and trumpet after him, and fome few muiketeers^ 

After falutations, pur governour kifling his hand^ the 

kin£« 

■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ ^ t. I ■■ K ■■■ 1 1 ■ I , I ,1. 

\fil\ W^tfon's failli oa thip ibutb^ fick of Town l^rook. 
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king kiflcd him ; and fo they fat down. The governour 
called for fome ftrong water, and drunk to him ; and 
he drunk a great draught, that m^de him fweat all the 
while after. He called for a little frefli meat, which the 
king did eat willingly, and did giva his fottowers. Then 
they treated of peace, which was ; 

43. Firft, that neither he nor any of his fhould injure 
or do hurt to any of our people. . 

Secondly, and if any of his did hurt to any of ours, he 
dould fend the offender, that we might punifli him. 

Thirdly, that if any of our tools were taken away, when 
our people were at work, he fliould caufe them to be ref- 
tored ; and if ours did any harm to any of his, we would 
do the like to them. 

Fourthly, if any did unjuftly war againft him, we would 
aid him : if any did war againft us, he fhould aid us. 

Fifthly, he fhould fend to his neighbour confederates, 
to certify them of this, that they might not wrong 11s, 
but might be likewife comprifed in the conditions of 
peace. 

Sixthly, that wlien their men came, they fhould leave 
their bows and arrows behind them, as we fhould do our 
pictes, when we came to them. 

Laftly, that doing thus, king James would efteem d 
him as his friend and ally (68). 

44. AH which the king feemed to like well ; and it 
was applauded of his followers. All the while he fat by 
the governour, he trembled for fear. In his perfon he is 
a very lufly man, in his beft years, an able body, grave of 
countenance, and fpare of fpeech 5 in his attire fittle or 
nothing diflfering from the reft of his followers, oiily in a 
great chain of white bone beads about his neck ; and at 
it, behind his neck hangs a little bag of tobacco, which he 
drank and gave us to drink. His face was painted with 
a fad red like murrey ; and oiled both head and face, 

that 

(68) " This treaty) the work of one day, being honeftly intended on 
both fides, was kept with fidelity as long as MafTafoyt lived, but was af- 
terward [in i675])broken by Philip, his fucccflbr." Belknap's Biog. 
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that he looked greafily. All his followers likewife were 

in their faces, in part or in whole, painted, fome blacky 

fome red, fome yellow, and fome M^hite ; fome with 

croffes and other antick works ; fome had fkins on them^ 

and fome naked ; all ftrong, tall meii in appearance. The 

' king had in his bofom^^ hanging in a firing, a great long 

\ knife. He marvelled much at our trumpet ; and fome 

^. of his men would found it as well as they could, Samofet 

- and Squanto ftayed all night with us ; and the king 
and all his men lay all night in the wood, not above 
half an Englifli mile from us, and all their wives and 
women with them. They faid, that within eight or nine 
days they would come and fet com on the other fide o£ 
the brook, and dwell there all fummer, which is hard by us. 

- 45. That night we kept good watch ; but there was 
no appearance of danger. The next morning divers of 

-* their people came over to us, hoping to get fome viftualsj 

as we imagined. Some of them told us the king would 

=^' have fome of us come fee him. Captain Standifli and 

^ Ifaac Alderton(69) went venteroufly, who were welcomed 

^ of him after their manner. He gave them three or four 

ground nuts and fome tobacco. We cannot yet conceive, 

'''^ but that he is willing to have peace with us ; for they 

^ have feen our people fometimes alone two or three in 

the woods at work and fowling^ when as they offered 

^ them no harm, as they might eafily have done ; and ef- 

Eecially becaufe he hath a potent adverfary, the Narro- 
iganfets (70), that are at war with him, againft whom he 
^ thinks we may be fome ftrength to him, for our pieces are 
: terrible unto them. This morning they ftayed till ten or 
> eleven of the clock ; and our governour bid them fend 
the king's kettle, and filled it with peas, which plcafed 
^ them well ; and fo they went their way. 
^ 46. Friday was a very fair day. Samofet and Squanto 
^ ftill remained with us. Squanto went at noon to fifli for 

- eels. At night he came home with as many as he could 
lift in one hand ; which our people were glad of. They 

- were fat and fweet. He trod them out with his feet ; 
^ and 

(69) Generally fpelled Allerton. Point Alderton, at the entrance of 
Bollon harbour, takes its name from him. Hutch. Vol. II. p. 461. 

" (70) Written at iNToftiu Nairaganftti 
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and io caugiit them with his hands, withotit an/ other 
infirunient. 

47. This day wc proceeded on with our comxhofi hii^* 
ne&, from which we had been fo often hindered by the 
£ivages' coming ; and concluded both of military orders^ 
and of fome laws and orders as we thought behooveful 
for our prefent eftate and condition ; and likewife chofef 
our governour for this year, which was Mailer John Car* 
Ter, a man well approved amongft us« 

A Journey to *PakanokicL 

48, iTT fecmed good to the company, for inaiiy con* 
X ^derations, to fend fome amongft them to MsSbf 
ibyt, the greateft commander amongft the favages, bor« 
dering about us \ partly to know where to find thenif 
if occafion ferved ; as alfo to fee their ftxength, diicovei^ 
the country, prevent abufes in their difdrderly coming 
Bnto us, make fatisfa£tion for fome conceived injuries to 
be done on our parts, aiid to c^ontinue the lea^e of peace 
autd friendfliip between them and us* For thefe and the 
like ends, it pleafed the governour to make choice ol 
Stephen Hopkins and Edward Winflow, to go unto him ; 
and having a fit opportunity by reafon of a favagc called 
Tifquantum(7i), that could Ipeak Englifh, coming \iiit9 
us : with aU expedition provided a hprieman's coat et 
red cotton, and laced with a flight lace, ibr a prefent, tbd 
both they aild their meflage mi^t be acceptable ^Lmaoffit 
^em. 

49. We fet forward the tenth(7ii) of June, about niirf 
oMock in the morning, our guide refolving that nigiiC 
to reft at Namafchet (73), a town under IMuflaibyt, and 
conceived by us to be very near, becaufe the inhabitants 
ftocked fo thick upon every flight oecafion ainongft us ; 

but 
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(71) Or Squanto : See par. 41. 

(7a) w June 1 0th. being Lord's day, it is very unlikely that they fil 
put then, and is alfo inconfiilent with the reft of the Journal : vrhtreu 
July 2d. is Monday^ when Gov. Bradford fays, We fent Mr* Edward 
Winflow, &c." Prince Ann* pt 105. 

(75) Or Namaiket : that part of Middltboroarii, nvhicti ib £« 
gltih £rft began to ftttle. CoU. Hiftr Sm. V«L JIL i^ h^ 
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but we found it to be fome fifteen miles* 0& the way 

We found fome ten or twelve men, women, and dbildren^ 

' which had peftered us till we were weary of them, per- 

' Ceivinff that, as the manner of them all is, where vifhial is 

f eafilieft to be got, there they live, efpecially in the fummer : 

■ by reafon whereof, our bay affording many lobfters, they 

\ refort every foring tide thither ; and now returned with 

-* us to Namefchet. Thither we came about three o'clock 

afternoon, the inhabitants entertaining us with joy, in 

the beft manner they could 5 giving us a kind or bread, 

called by them maiziunij and the fpawn of fliads, which 

- they then got in abundance, in fo much as they gave 
: Us fpoons to eat them : With thefe they boiled mufty 
^ acorns (74) ; but of the fliads we eat heartily. After this 
t they defired one of our men to {hoot at a crow, complain- 
£ ing what damage they fuftained in their corn by Uiem,. 
3 who Ihooting fome fourfcore off and killing, they much 
g admired it, as other (hots on other occafions. After this 
5 Tifquantum told us we fhould hardly in one day reach 
t Pakanokick, moving us to go fome eight miles nirther, 

1 where we ihould find more ftore and better vidhials than 
a there. 

2 50. Being willing to haften our journey, we went and 
5 came thither at fun letting ; where we found many of the 
: K^mafcheucks (they fo calling the men of Namafchet) 
:: fiihing upon a wear(75), which they had made on a river 
t which belonged to them, where they caught abundance 
f of bafe, Thefe welcomed us alfo, gave us of their filh^ 

and we them of our vidtuals, not doubting but we Ihould 
Jhave enough wherever we came- There we lodged in 

- the open fields ; for houfes they had none, thou^ they 
J^pcnt the moft of the fummer there. The head of this 
river is reported to be not fsir from the place of our abode. 

: Upon it are and have been many towns, it being a good 

» ' length. 

...... .... I.. .1 - ^^-^— I. — ^^— 

(74) See Gookin's Coll. chap. III. §. 5. and Williams* Key, chap. 
/ KVI. 

■ (75), At Titicut, on Taunton river, in the north-weft part of Mid- 
dleborough, is a noted place, which was formerly called the Old In- 
Aan Wear. Though odier wears have been crefted on Taunton river, 
yet this is probably the place intexuied. 
G g iVoln viU.] 
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and fo caught them with his hands, wit&OHt an^ other 
inftrument. 

47. This day wc proceeded on with our comihoti btifi- 
ne(s, from which we had been fo often hindered by the 
lavages' coming ; and concluded both of military ordersi 
and of fome laws and orders as we thought behoovefii] 
for our prefent eftate and condition ; and likewife chofef 
our governour for this year, which was Mailer John Car* 
Ter, a man well approved amongft us« 

A Journey to 'Pakanokick* 

48. TT fecmed good to the company, for inaiiy cori* 
J[ fiderations, to fend fome amongft them to Mafias 
foyt, the greateft commander amongft the favages, bor« 
dering about us i partly to know where to find thenif 
if occafion ferved ; as sdfo to fee their ftren^th, difcovei* 
the country, prevent abuies in thdr difbrderty coming 
unto us, make fatisfafiion for fome conceived injuries to 
be done on our parts, and to continue the league of peacd 
and friendfhip between them and us< For thefe and the 
like ends, it pleafed the governour to make choice of 
Stephen Hopkins and Edward Winllow, to go unto him ; 
and having a fit opportunity by reafon of a favage called 
llfquantum(7i), that could ^ak Engliih, coming unta 
us : with all e:2tpedition provided a hprfeman^s coat at 
red cotton, and laced with a flight lace, for a prefent, tbiC 
both they arid their meflage might be acc^table amongft 
Aem. 

49* We fet forward thtf tenth^72) of June, ibout nind 
o'clock in the morning, our guide refolving that m^t 
to reft at Namafchet (73), a town under 1&3kbytj and 
conceived by us to be very near, becaufe the inhabitants 
docked fo thick upon every ihght occafion amongft us ; 

but 
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(71) Or Squanto : See par. 41. 

{72) ** June loth. being Lord's day, it is venr unlikely that they ft 
out then, and is alfo inconfiftent with the reft of the Journal : vibtras 
July 2d. is Monday, when Gov. Bradford fays, Wc fcitt Mr* Edtrari 
Winflow, &c.«' Prince Ann. p, 105. 

, (73) Of Namaiket t that pan of Middleborcmgfa» Tifeicti ^ ^ 
glifli firft began to fetdc- CoD. Hift. S«tt VotUL j^ i^ 
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53. As we paffeci along, we obferved that there were 

^ few places by the river, but had been inhabited ; by rea- 

^ fon whereof much ground was clear, fave of weeds, which 

^ grew higher than our heads. There is much good tim- 

• ber, both oak, walnut tree, fir, beech, and exceeding great 

^ chefhut trees. 

■ 54, After we came to a town of Maflafoyt's, where 

■1 we ate oyfters and other fiih. From thence we went to 

- Pakanokick (77), but Maffafoyt was not at home. There 
" we flayed he being fent for. When news was brought 
► of his coming, our guide, Tifquantum, requefted that at 

- our meeting we would difcharge our pieces : but one of 

- us going about to charge his piece, the women and child- 
f ren, through fear to fee him take up his piece, ran away,' 

* and could not be pacified till he laid it down again ; who' 
afterward were better informed by our interpreter. Maf- 
"^ fefoyt being come, we difcharged our pieces and fiduted 
^ him ; who, after their manner, kindly welcomed us, 
^! and took us into his houfe, and fet us down by him, where, 
1 having delivered our meifaffe and prefents, and having put 
^ the coat on his back, and the chain about his neck, he was 
^ not a little proud to behold himfelf, and his men alfo to 
■^ fee their king fo bravely attired. For anfwer to our 
-* meflage, he told us we were welcome ; and would gladly 
continue that peace and friendihip, which was between 
:: him and us ; and for his men, they ihould no more pefter 
1: us, as they had done ; alfo that he would fend to Paomet, 
5 and would help ^% with corn for feed, according to our 
:: xequeft. 

: ^^. This being done, his men gathered near unto him, 
'. to whom he turned himfelf, and made a fpeech ; they 

- fometime interpofing, and, as it were, confirming and 
' applauding him in that he faid. ITie meaning whereof 
^ was, as far as we could learn, thus : Was not ne, Mafla- 
fc foyt, copimander of the country about them ? Was not 

fuch a town his, and the people of it ? And ihould they 
: not bring their fldns unto us ? After this manner he 

- named at leaft thirty places ; and their anfwer was as 
aforefaid to every one : fo that as it was delightful, it 

was 

(77) Sometimes called Sowams. See Winllow. 50. and Pelknap'a 
Biog. Vol. II. p. 221. 
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was tedious unto us. This being ended, he lighted to* 
bacco for us, and fell to difcourfing of England and of the 
king's majefty, marveUing that he fhould live without a 
wife. Alio he talked of the Frenchmen, bidding us not to 
fufFer thcnito come to Narrohiganfet, for it was king James 
his country, and he alfo was king James his man. Late 
it grew, but victuals he offered none ; for indeed he had 
not any, being he came fo newly home. So we defired 
to go to reft. He laid us on the bed with himfelf and 
his wife, dicy at the one end, and we at the other, it beiiig 
only planks laid a foot from the ground, and a thin mat 
upon them. Two moK of his chief men, for want erf 
room, prcffed by and upon us ; fo that we were worfc 
weary of our lodging than of our journey. 

56. The next day, being Tliurfday, many of their ^* 
chims^ or petty governours, came to fee us, and many of 
their men alfo. There they went to their manner of 
games for fkins and knives. There we challenged them 
to flioot with them for fkins ; but they durfl not : only 
they defired to fee one of us fhoot at a mark ; who (hoot- 1 
ipg with hail-fhot, they wondered to fee the mark fo full 
wholes. 

57. About one o'clock, Maffafoyt brought two filhes 
that he had (hot : They were like bream, but three times 
fo big, and better meat (78). Thefe being boiled, there 
tvere at leaft forty looked for a Ihare in them. The moft 
ate of them. This meal only we had in two nights and a 
day ; and had not one of lis bought a partridge, wc had 
taken our journey fafting. Very importunate he was to 
have us ftay with them longer. But we defired to keep 
the fabbath at home, and feared we fhould either be light- 
headed for want of fleep ; for what with bad lodging, the 
favages' baiharous finging (for they ufed to fing themfelves 
iafleep) lice and fleas within doors, and mufketoes wiflioiit, 
We could hardly fleep all the time of our being there j we 
ftiuch fearing, that if we fhould ftay any longer, wc 
•fhould not be able to recover home for want of fbrength. 
Sb that on "Friday morning, before fun-rifing, we took our 
leave and departed, Maffofoyt being both grieved and 

' afhamed 

(7B) « Probably the fifii called Utaug,'» fiys Dr. fidknajp, Biog. 
^oL II« p, 288f m 



June. \€iu fettled at Plymouth* 137 

afiiamed, that he could not better entertain us ; and re- 
taining Tifquantuna to fend horn place to place to procure 
' . truck for us ; and appointing another, called Tokamaha- 
mon in his place, whom we had found faithful before and 
after upon all occaiions. 

A Voyage made by ten of our men to Naufet^ to fcek a bay C^gJ 

that had loji b'mfelf in the woods. 

58. nnHE eleventh of June (80), we fet forth toward 
X Naufet, the weather being very fair : but ere 
we had been long at (ea, there ai;ofe a ftorm of wind and 
rain, with much lightning and thunder, in fo mucji that 
a fpout arofe not &r from us. But, God be praifed, it 
dured not long ; and we put in that night for harbour at 
a place called Cummaquia(8i), where we had foxne hope 
to find the boy. Two £ivs^es were in the boat with us : 
the one was Tifquantum, our interpreter, the other Toka- 
mahamon, a fpeaal friend. It being night before we came 
in, we anchored in the midfl of the bay, where we were 
dry at low water. In the mornings we e^ied iavages 
feeking lobfters ; and fent our two interpreters to &eak 
with them, the channel being between them ; wnere 
they told them what we were, and for what we were come^ 
willing them not at all to fear us, for we would not hurt 
them. Their anfwer was, that the boy was well, but he 
was at Naufet ; yet iince we were there, they defired us 
to come aihore and eat with them ; which as foon as 
our boat floated we did, and went fix aihore, having four 
pledges for them in the boat. They brought us to their 
iachim, or governour, whom they call Iyanough(82) a 

man 

(79) John Billington. Bradford's M. S. Hift. 

(80) " This date being inconTiftent with feveral hints in the' fore- 
' going and following ftories, I keep to Gov. Bradford's original manu* 

fcript, and place it between the end of July and the i^xh* of Auguft.** 
Prince's Ann. p. 107. 

(81) Bamftable harbour* 

(82) Sometimes called lyanough of Commaqnid, and (bmetimes 
lyanough of Mattakees, or Mattachieft, a territory which included the 
raft part of Barn£^ble and the weft part of Yarmouth. Prince's Amu 

-^ 108. Gookin's €on. chap, VUL f. 2. ColL Hift. See. Vol. IIL 
p. ij. 
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man not exceeding twenty-fix years of age, but very per* 
fonable, gentle, courteous, and fair conditioned, indeed 
not like a favage, fave for his attire. His entertainment 
Diras anfwerable to his parjts, ^nd his cheer plentiful and 
various. 

59. One thing was very grievous unto us at this place. 
There was an old woman, whom we judged to be no left 
than an hundred years old, which came to fee us, becaufe 
flie never faw Englilh ; yet could not behold us without 
breaking forth into great paflion, weeping and cryinj; 
cxceflively. We demanding the reafon of it, they told us, 
Cbe had three fons, who, when Mafter Hunt was in thcfe 
parts, went aboard his ftiip to trade with him, and he 
carried them captives into Spain (for Tifquantum at that 
time was carried away alfo) by which means ihe was de- 
prived of the comfort of her children in her old age. We 
told them we were forry that any Englifliman ihould give 
them that offence, that Hunt was a bad man, and that all 
the Englifh that heard of it condemned him for the fame ; 
but for us, we would not offer them any fuch injury, 
though it would gain us all the fkins in the country. So 
we gave her fome finall trifles, wWch fomewhat appeafed 
her. 

60. After dinner we took boat for Naufet, lyanough 
and two of his men accompanying us. Ere we came to 
Naufet the day and tide were almoft fpent 5 in fo mud 
as we could not go in with our ihallop : but the iachim, 
or governour, of Cummaquid went aihore and his men 
with him. We alfo fent Tifquantum to tell Afpinct, the 
fachim of Naufet wherefore we came. After fun-fet Af- 
pinet came with a great train, and brought the boy with 
him, one bearing him through the water. He had not 
lefs than an hundred with him ; the half whereof came to 
the fhallop fide, unarmed with him ; the other ftood aloof 
with their bows and arrows. There he delivered us th^ 
boy, behung with beads, and made peace with us, i^'c 
beftowing a knife on him, and likewife on another that 
firft entertained the boy and brought him thither. So 
they departed from us. 

61. Here we underftood that the Narrohiganfets had 
fpoiled fomc of Maflafoyt's men, and taken aim. Tfctf 

ftnxck 
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ftruck fome fear in us, becaufe the colony i^ras fo weakly 
guarded, the ftrength thereof . being abroad. But we fet 
forth with refolution to make the beft hafte home we 
could ; yet the wind being contrary, having fcarce any 
freih water left, and at leaft fixteen leagues(83) home we 
put in again for the fibore. There we met again with 
lyanough, the fachim of Cummaquid, and the moft of 
his town, both men^ women, an,d children with him. he^ 
being flail willing to gratify us, took a rundlet, and led 
our men in the dark a great way for water, but could 
find none good ; yet brought fuch as there was on his 
neck with them, hx the iliean time the women joined 
hand in hand, finging and dandng before the fliallop, the 
men alfo fliowing aH the kindnefe diey could, lyanough 
bimfelf taking a bracelet from about his necis, and hang*^ 
ing it upon one of us. By God's providence we came 
fiSly home that night. 



Good News ^ from New England : Or a Relation 

OF THINGS remarkable IN THAT PLANTATION : 
WRITTEN BY E. WiNSLOW, AND ABBREVIATED IN 

PuRCHAs's Pilgrims, Book. X. Chap^ V^ London* 
1625(1). 

I . nr^HE good fliip, called the Fortune, which in the 
JL month of November, 1621, bleffed be God ! 
brought us a new fupply of five and thirty perfons, was 
not long departed our coaft, ere the great people of Nano^ 
higganfet(2; which are reported to be many thoufands 
ftrong, began to breathe forth many threats againft us, 
notwithftanding their defired and obtained peace with us 
in the foregoing fummer : infomuch as the common talk 
of our neighbour Indians on all fides was of the prepara- 
tion they made to come againft us. In reafon, a man 

would 

(85.) The diftance from Eaftham to Plymouth is not more than 
twdre leagues. 

(i) For the events in the hiftory of Plymouth, between the-concltfc* 
fion of the foregoing paper and die commencement of xbis, fee Prince't 
Ann. p. 108— 115. 

(2) Narraganftt 
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would tlunk they jQiould have now more c&ufe to fear us^ 
than before our fupply came : but though none of thcax 
were prefent, yet underftanding by others, that they nei- 
ther brought arms nor other provifions with them, but 
wholly relied on us, it occaiioned them to flight and brave 
us with fo many threats as they did^ At length came one 
of them to us, who was fent by Con2tuacus(3), their chief 
iachim or king, accompanied with one Tokamahamon, a 
firiendly Indian. This melTenger inquired for Tifquantum^ 
our interpreter, who not being at honfie, feemed rather to 
be glad than forry j and leaving for him a bundle of new 
arrows, lapped in a rattle-ihake's fkin, deiired to depsxX 
with aU expedition. 

2. When Tifqu2Lntum returned, and the arrows were 
delivered, and the manner of the mefienger's carriage re- 
kted, he fignified to the governour(4), that to fend the 
rattle-ihake's fkin in that manner imported enmity, and 
that it was no better than a challenge. Hereupon, after* 
fome deliberation, the governour miffed the fkin with 
powder and fbot, and fent it back, returning no lefs defi- 
ance to Conauacus, afluring him, if he had mipping jiow 
prefent thereby to fend his men to Nanohigganfet, the 
place of his abode, they fliould not need to come fo fat 
by land to us : yet withal ftiowing that they Ihould never 
come unwelcome or unlooked for. This meffage was 
lent by an Indian, and delivered in fuch fort, as it w^as ao 
fmall terrour to this iavage king ; infomuch as he would 
not once touch the powder and flbot, or fuffer it to Ihiy iB 
his houfc or country. Whereupon the meffenger refufing 
it, another took it up j and having been pofled from place 
Co place a long time, at length came whole back again. 

3. In the mean time, knowing our own weaknefs, 
notwithflanding our high words and lofty looks towards 
them, and ftill lying open to aill cafualty, having as yet, 
tmder God, no other defence than our arms, we thought 
it needful to impale our town j which with all expedition 
we accomplifliea in the month of February, and fome few 
days, taking in the top of the hill under which our towD 

is 

(3) Or Canonicus. Prince, 116. 

(4) William Bradford. 



^^^^^mtmi^m 



March* iSakii J?. Wift/i(njt/s Relation^ 341 

Is ifeftted ; hlsiking four bulwarks or jetties without the 
ordinary circuit of the pale, from whence we could defend 
the whole town j in three whereof are gates, and the 
fourth in time to be. This being done^ Captain Standiih 
divided our ftrength into four fquadrons or companies^ 
appointing whom he thought fit to have command of 
6ach ; and at a general mufter or training, appointed each 
his places gave dach his company,^ giving them charge, 
upon every alarum, to refort to their leaders, to their ap- 
pointed place, and in his abfence, to be commanded and 
directed by them. That done according to his order, each 
drew his company to his appointed place for defence, and 
there together cfifcharged their mufkets* After which 
they brought their new commanders to their houfes^ 
iwrhere again they graced them with their Ihot, and fo 
departed. Fearing alfo left the enemy, at any time, fliould 
take any advantage, by firing our houfes. Captain Stan- 
dijQIi appointed a certain company^ that whenfoever they 
faw ot heard fire to be cried in the town, ihould only betake 
themfdves to their arms^ and ihould endofe the houfe or 
{>lace fo endangered ; and ftand aloof on their guard, 
'with their backs to the fire, to prevent treachery if any 
tvere in that kind intended* If the fire were in any of 
the houfes of this guard, they were then freed from it, 
but not otherwife, without fpedal command. 

4i Long before this time we promifed the people of 
MajQfachufet, in the beginning of March to come unto 
them^ aQd trade for their furs ; which being then come, 
Ive began to make preparation for that voyage. In the 
mean. time an Indian, called Hobbamock, who ftill lived 
in the town, told us that he feared the Maflachufets, or 
Maflachufeuks, for they fo called the people of that place. 
Were joined in confederacy with the Nanohigganneuks, 
or people of Nanohigganfet, and that they therefore would 
take this opp(»rtunity to cut off Captain Standifh and his 
company abroad ; but howfoever, in the mean time, it 
was to be feared that the Nanohigganeuks would affault 
the town at home ; giving many reafons for his jealoufy, 
as alfo that Tifquantum was in the confederacy, who, we 
Ihould find, would ufe many perfuafipn> to draw us ilrom 
Hh [rcAviii.] our 
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our ihallops to the Indians' houfcs for thdr better advan« 
tage. 

5. Notwithftanding, the forenamed Captain with ten 
men, accompanied with Hobbamock and Tifquantum, fet 
forwards for the Maffadhufets : but were no fooner turned 
the point of the harbour, called the Gurnet's Nofe, where, 
being becalmed, we let faH our grapnel, to fet things to 
rights, and prepare to row, but there came an Indian of 
Tifquantum's family, running to certain of our people, 
that were from home, with all eagernefs, having his race 
wounded, and the blood ftill frelh on the fame, calling to 
them to repair home, oft looking behind him, as if feme 
others had him in chafe •, faying that at Namafchct, a 
town fome fifteen miles from us, there were many of the 
Nanohigganfets, Maffaffowat (5) our luppofed friend, and 
Conbatant(6), our feared enemy, with many others, with 
a refolution to take advantage on the prefent opportunity, 
to affault the town in the Captain's abfencc ; affirming that 
he received the wound in his face for fpeaking in our be- 
half, and by flight efcaped ; looking oft backward, as if 
he fufpefted them to be at hand. This he affirmed again 
to the governour ; whereupon he gave command, that 
three piece of ordnance fliould be made ready and difc 
charged, to the end if we were not out of hearing, wc 
\ might return thereat : Which we no fooner heard, bBt 
we repaired homeward with all convenient ipeed, arming 
ourfelves, and making all in readinefs to fight. When wc 
entered the harbour, we faw the town likewife on thdr 
guard ; whither we hafled with all convenient fpeed. The 
news being made known unto us, Hobbamock laid flatly 
that it was falfe, afluring us of Maflaflbwat's faithftilnefi; I 
Howfoever he prefumed he would never have undertaken 
any fuch aft without his privity, himfelf being ^pamef€(y\ 
that is, one of his chief champions or men of ^cur ; it 
being the manner amongfl them not to undertake fuch 

enterprifesy 

(5) Maflafoyt, or Mafaffoit. 

(6^ Gov. Bradford, and after bim Morton and Prince, write his namt 
Corbitant. See Ann. 109. 

(7} Prince fpclls this word Pinefe. Ann* 108. See Bcttoap'^ 
Biog.' II. 454* 
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is ifetted ; lAaking four bulwarks or jetties without the 
ordinary circuit of the pale, from whence we could defend 
the whole town j in three whereof are gates, and the 
fourth in time to be. This being done^ Captain Standiih 
divided our ftrength into four fquadrons or companies, 
appointing whom he thought fit to have command of 
6ach ; and at a general mufter or training, appointed each 
his place^ gave dach his company, giving them charge, 
upon every alarum, to refort to their leaders, to their ap- 
pointed place, and in his abfence, to be commanded and 
direfted by them. That done according to his order, each 
drew his company to his appointed place for defence, and 
there together difcharged their mulkets* After which 
they brought their new commanders to their houfes,- 
ipvhere again they graced them with their Ihot, and fo 
departed. Fearing alfo left the enemy, at any time, ihould 
take any advantage, by firing our houfes. Captain Stan- 
dijQIi appointed a certain company, that whenfoever they 
faw or heard fire to be cried in the town, ihould only betake 
themfelves to their arms^ and fliould'endofe the houfe or 
|>lace fo endangered ; and fiand aloof on their guard, 
with their backs to the fire, to prevent treachery if any 
^ere in that kind intended* If the fire were in any of 
the houfes of this guard, they were then freed from it, 
but not otherwife, without fpecial comimand. 

4i Long before this time we promifed the people of 
Mafiachufet, in the beginning of March to come unto 
them, and trade for their frirs ; which being then come, 
tire began to make preparation for that voyage. In the 
mean. time an Indian, called Hobbamock, who ftill lived 
in the town, told us that he feared the Maffachufets, or 
Mafiachufeuks, for they fo called the people of that place. 
Were joined in confederacy with the Nanohigganneuks, 
or people of Nanohigganfet, and that they therefore would 
take this opportunity to cut off Captain Standifh and his 
company abroad ; but howfoever, in the mean time, it 
was to be feared that the Nanohigganeuks would aflault 
the town at home ; giving many reafons for his jcaloufy, 
as alfo that Tifquantum was in the confederacy, who, we 
ihould find, would ufe many perfuafiprii^ to draw us from 
Hh [rcAvHi.] our 
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our fhallops to the Indians' houfcs for thdr better advan- 
tage. 

5. Notwithftanding, the forenamed Captain with ten 
men, accompanied with Hobbamock and Tifquantum, fet 
forwards for the Maflkchufets : but wxre no fooner turned 
the point of the harbour, cUled the Gurnet's Nofe, where, 
being becalmed, we let fell our grapnel, ta fet things to 
rights, and prepare to row, but there came an Indian of 
'I'ifquantum's family, running to certain of our people, 
that were from home, with all eagernefs, having his fecc 
wounded, and the blood ftill frefli on the fame, calling to 
them to repair home, oft looking behind him, as if foxne 
others had him in chafe ; faying that at Namafchet, ft 
town fome fifteen miles from us, there were many of the 
Nanohigganfets, Maffaifowat (5) our iuppofed friend, and 
Conbatant(6), our feared enemy, with many others, with 
a rcfolution to take advantage on the prefent opportunity, 
to aflault the town in the Captain's abfencc ; affirming that 
he received the wound in his face for fpealdng in our be- 
half, and by flight efcaped ; looking oft baickw2Hrd, as if 
he fufpe(^ed them to be at hand. This he affirmed again 
to tlie governour ; whereupon he gave command, mat 
three piece of ordnance fliould be made ready and dif- 
charged, to the end if we were not out of hearing, wc 
might return thereat : Which we no fooner heard, but 
wx repaired homeward with all convenient ^eed, anrnng 
ourfelves, and making all in readinefs to figh^. When wc 
entered the harbour, we faw the town likewife on thdr 
guard ; whither we hafted with all convenient fpeed. The 
news being made known unto us, Hobbamock laid flatly 
that it was falfe, afliiring us of Maflaflbwat's faithfiilneis; 
Howfoever he prefumed he would never have undertaken 
any fuch aft without his privity, himfelf being 2,paniefe{y\ 
that is, one of his chief champions or men of valour ; it 
being the manner amongft them not to undertake fucb 

enterprifes, 

(5) MafTafoyt, or Mafaflbit. 

(6) Gov. Bradford, and after him Morton and Prince, write his nanr 
Corbitant. See Ann. 109. 

(7) Prince fpells this word Pincfc. Ann» 108. See Bcltop'* 
Biog.* II. 454. 
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But being mad with rage and impatient at dday, they 
^departed m great heat. 

13. Here let me not omit one notable, though wicked, 
praftice of this Tifquantum ; who, to the end he might 
poiTefs his countrymen with the greater fear of us, and fo 
confequently of himfelf, told them we had the plague 
buried in our ftore houfe ; which, at our pleafure, we 
could fend forth to what place or people we would, and 
deftroy them therewith, though we ftirred not from home. 
Beings upon the forenamed brabbles, fent for by the 
govemour to this place, where Hobbamock was and fome 
other of us, the ground being broke in the midft of the 
houfe, whereundcr certain barrels of powder were buried, 
though unknown to him, Hobbamock aiked him, what 
it meant ? To whom he readily anfwered : That was the 
place, wherein the plague was buried, whereof he formerly 
told him and others. After this Hobbamock a&ed one 
of our people, whether fuch a thing were, and whether 
we had fuch a command of it ? Who anfwered. No ; but 
the God of the Englifh had it in fiore, and could fend it 
at his pleafure, to the deftru^ion of his and our enemies. 

14. This was, as I take it, about the exid of May, 1622 s 
at which time our fiore of vichials was wholly fpentt 
kaving lived long before with a bare and iho|1: allowance. 
The reafon was, that fupply of men before mentiofied| 
vhich came fo unprovided, not landing fo much as ^ 
barrel of bread or meal for their whole company, but con? 
ttariwife received from us for their fhip^s ftore homeward. . 
Neither were the fetters forth thereof altogether to be 
bUmed therein ; but rather certain amongft ourfelveS)^ 
wKo were too prodigal in their writing and reporting that : 
plenty we enjoyed. But that I may return. '' 

1 5* This boat proved to be a fhallop, that bdonged to 
a fiOung fhip, called the Sparrow, fet forth by Mafter 
Thomas Wefton, late merchant and citizen of London | 
which brought fix or feven paflengers at hia charge, that 
ihould before have been landed at our plantation ; who 
alio brought no more provifion for the prefent, than ferved 
the boat's gang for their return to the fhip ; which made . 
her voyage at a place called Damarin's cove, near Munhig'. 
gen, Ibme forty leagues from us vorth-eaftward j; about 
^ vhich 
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which place there fiftied above thirty £ail of ihips j and 
j whither myfelf was employed by our governour, with 
orders to take up fuch viftuals as the fhips could fpare ; 
where I found kind entertainment and good refpeft, with 
a willingnefs to fupply our wants : But not being able 
to fpare that quantity I required, by reafon of the neceffity 
of fome amongft themfelves, whom they fupplied before 
my coming, would not take any bills for the fame ; but 
did what they could freely, wiftiing their ftore had been 
fuch, as they might in greater meafure have cxprefled 
their own love, and fupplied our necipifities ; for which 
they forrowed, provoking one another to the utmoii: of 
their abilities : which, although it was not much amongft 
fo many people as were at the plantation ; yet, through 
the provident and difcreet care of the governours, re^ 
covered and preferved ftrength till our own crop on the 
ground was ready, 

16. Having difpatched there, I returned home with all 
fpeed convenient ; where I found the ftate of the colony 
much weaker than when I left it : for till now we were 
never without fome bread ; the want whereof much abat* 
,cd the ftrength and flefli of fome, and fwelled others. But 
j here it may be faid, if the country abound with fifh and 
' fowl in fuch meafure as is reported, how could men un- 
dergo fuch meafure of hardnefs, except through their own 
negligence ? I anfwer, every thing muft be expefted i« 
its proper feafon. No man, as one faid, will ^o into ai 
' orchard in the winter, to gather cherries : fo he that lools 
for fowl there in the fummer, will be deceived in lis 
expeftation. The time they continue in plenty with us, 
is from the beginning of Oftober to the end of Marci J 
but thefe extremities befel us in May and June. I confefi) 
that as the fowl decreafe, fo fifh increafe. And indeed 
their exceeding abundance was a great caufe of increafing 
our wants. For though our bay and creeks were full of 
bafi and other fifli ; yet for want of fit and ftrong feines 
and other netting, they for the moft part brake thoroughi 
and carried all away before them. And though the fca 
were full of cod, yet we had neither tackling nor halfers jj 
for our fhallops. And indeed had we not been in a plac^i \\ 
where divers fort of ihell fifh are^ that may be taken with 

the 
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But being mad with rage and impatient at dday, they 
^departed m great heat. 

13. Here let me not omit one notable, though wicked^ 
praaice of this Tifquantum ; who, to the end he might 
poiTefs his countrymen with the greater fear of us, and fo 
tonfequently of himfelf, told them we had the plague 
buried in our ftore houfe ; which, at our pleafure, we 
could fend forth to what place or people we would, and 
deftroy them therewith, though we ftirred not from home. 
Beings upon the forenamed brabbles, fent for by the 
govemour to this place, where Hobbamock was and fome 
other of us, the ground being broke in the midft of the 
houfe, whereunder certain barrels of powder were buried, 
though unknown to him, Hobbamock alked him, what 
it meant ? To whom he readily anfwered : That was the 
place, wherein the plague was buried, whereof he formerly 
told him and others. After this Hobbamock a&ed one 
of our people, whether fuch a thing were, and whether 
we had fuch a command of it ? Who anfwered. No ; but 
the God of the Englifh had it in ftore, and could fend it 
at his pleafure, to the deftru^on of his and our enemies. 

14. This was, as I take it, about the end of May, 1622 1 
at which time our ftore of viduals was wholly fpentt 
having lived long before with a bare and ihort allowance. 
The reafon was, that fupply of men before mentio{ied| 
which came fo unprovided, not landing fo much as a 
barrel of bread or meal for their whole company, but con* 
trariwife received from us for their Ihip's ftore homeward. 
Neither were the fetters forth thereof altogether to be 
bUmed therein ; but rather certain amon^ ourfdves^ 
wKo were too prodigal in their writing and reporting that 
plenty we enjoyed. But that I may return. 

1 5. This boat proved to be a mallop, that belonged to 
a fiOung fhip, called the Sparrow, fet forth by Mafter 
Thomas Wefton, late merchant and citizen of London | 
which brought ftx or feven paflengers at hia charge, that 
ihould before have been landed at our plantation ; who 
alio brought no more provifion for the prefent, than ferved 
the boat's gang for their return to the fhip ; which made 
her voyage at a place called Damarin's cove, near Munhig« 
gen, Ibme forty leagues from us 9orth-eaftward ; about 
^ vhich 
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which place there fiftied above thirty £ail of Ihips ; and 
whither myfelf was employed by our governour, with 
orders to take up fuch victuals as the fliips could fpare ; 
where I found kind entertainment and good reiped, with 
ft willingnefs to fupply our wants : But not being able 
to fpare that quantity I required, by reafon of the neceffity 
of fome amongft themfclves, whom they fupplied before 
my coming, would not take any bills for the £une ; but 
did what they could freely, wiflung their ftorc had been 
fuch, as they might in greater meafure have cxprefled 
their own love, and fupplied our neccflities ; for which 
they forrowed, provoking one another to the utmoft of 
their abilities : which, although it was not much amongft 
fo many people as were at the plantation ; yet, through 
the provident and difcreet care of the governours, re- 
covered and prcferved ftrength till our own crop on the 
ground was ready. 

1 6. Having difpatched there, I returned home Math all 
fpeed convenient ; where I found the ftate of the colony 
much weaker than when I left it : for till now we were 
never without fome bread ; the want whereof much abat« 
ed the ftrength and flefli of fome, and fwelled others. But 
here it may be faid, if the country abound with fiih and 
fowl in fuch meafure as is reported, how could men un« 
dergo fuch meafure of hardnefs, except through their own 
negligence ? I anfwer, every thing muft be expefted in 
its proper feafon. No man, as one faid, will go into n 
orchard in the winter, to gather cherries : fo he that looks 
for fowl there in the fummer, will be deceived in liis 
expedlation. The time they continue in plenty with us, 
is from the beginning of Oftober to the end of March 2 
but thefe extremities befel us in May and June. I confds, 
that as the fowl decreafe, fo fiih increafe. And indeed 
their exceeding abundance was a great caufe of increafing 
our wants. For though our bay and creeks were full of 
bals and other fifh ; yet for want of fit and flxong fdnes 
and other netting, they for the moft part brake thorough, 
and carried all away before them. And though the fea 
were full of cod, yet we had neither tackling nor halfers . 
for our fhallops. And indeed had we not been in a plactf, 
where divers fort of fhell fiih are, that may be taken witli 

the 
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the hand, we muft have perilhed, unlefs God had raifed '. 
ibme unknown or extraordinary means for our preferv- 
ation. 

17. In the time of thefe ftr2dts, indeed before my 
going to Munhiggen, the Indians began again to caft forth 
many infulting fpeeches, glorying in our weaknefs, and 
giving out how eaiy it would be ere long to cut us oflE. 
Now alfo Maffaffowat feemed to frown on us, and neither 
came or fent to us as formerly. Thefe things occaiioned 
further thoughts of fortification. And whereas we have 
a hill called the Mount, encldfed within our pale, under 
which our town is feated, we refolved to ereft a fort 
thereon ; from whence a few might eafily fecure the town 
from any aflault the Indians can make, whilft the reft 
might be employed as occafion ferved. This work waa , 
begun with great eagemefs, and with the approbation of 
ail men, hoping that this being once finifhed, and a con- 
tinual guard there kept, it would utterly difcourage the 
lavages from having any hopes or thoughts of rifing 
againft us< And though it took the greateft part of our 
ftrength from drefling our corn, yet, life being continued, 
we hoped God womd raife fome means in ftead thereof 
for our further prefervation. 

18. In the end of June, or beginning of July, came 
into our harbour two Ihips of Matter Wefton's aforefiiid ; 
the one called the Charity, the other the Swan ; having in 
them fome fifty or fixty men, fent over at his own charge 
to plant for him. Thefe we received into our town, af- 
fording them whatfoever courtefy our mean condition 
could afford. There the Charity, being the bigger fliip, 
left them, having many paffengers, which flie was to land 
in Virginia. In the mean time the body of them refreflied 
themfelves at Plymouth, whilft fome more fit fought out 
a place for them. That little ftore of corn we had was 
exceedingly wafted by the unjuft and diihoneft walking of 
thefe ftrangers ; who, though they would fometimes feem 
to help us in our labour, about our corn, yet fpared not 
day and night to fteal the fame, it being then eatable and 
pleafant to tafte, though green and unprofitable. And 
though they received much kindnefs, fet light by it and us* 

19. At length their coafters returned, having found 
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dance ; promifing to trade vAth. them, with a feeming 
gladnefs of the occafion. Yet their joy was mixed with 
much jealoufy, as appeared by their after practices : for at 
firft they were loth that their dwellings fhould be known ; 
but when they faw our governour's refolution to ftay on 
the fhore all night, they brought him to their houfes, 
having firft conveyed all their ftufF to a remote place, not 
far from the fame ; which one of our men, walking forth 
occafionaily, cfpicd : whereupon, on the fudden, neither 
it nor they could be found ; and to many times after, upon 
conceived occafions, they would be all gone, .bag and 
baggage. But being afterwards, by Tifquantum*s means, 
better pcrfuaded, they left their jealoufy, and traded with 
them : where they got eight hogflieads of corn and beans, 
though the people were but few. This gave our gover* 
nour and the company good encouragement ; Tifquantuni 
being ftill confident, in the pafl^age, and the inhabitants 
affirming they had feen fliips of good burthen pafs within 
the fhoals aforefaid. 

25. But here, though- they had determined to make 
a fecond effay, yet God had otherways difpofed ; who 
ftruck Tifquantum with ficknefs, infomuch as he there 
died ; which croffed their fouthward trading, and tic 
more, becaufe the matter's fufficiency was much doubted, 
and the feafon very tempeftuous, and not fit to go upop 
difcovery, having no guide to direct them. 

26. From thence they departed ; and the wind being 
fair for the Mailachufets, went thither, and the rather, 
becaufe the favages, upon our motion, had planted much 
corn for us, which they promifed not long before that 
time. When they came thither, they found a great fick- 
nefs to be amongft>,the Indians, not unlike the plague, if 
not the fame. They renewed their complaints to our 
jovernour, againft that other plantation feated by them,! ^ 
:ov their injurious walking. But indeed the trade bothl ^ 
for furs and corn was overthrown in that place, thcyl ^j 
giving as much for a quart of corn, as we ufed to doi ^^ 
for a beaver*s Ikin : fo that little good could be there donfti xa 

27. From thence they returned into the bottom of tkl ^ 
bay of Cape Cod, to a place called Naufet ; where tbi 
fachim ufed the governour very kindly, and where thcjj - 

bouglit| 
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bought eight or ten hogflieads of corn and beans : alfo al 
a place c;illcd Mattachieft, where they had like kind en- 
tertainment and corn alfo. During the time of their 
trade in thefe parts, there were fo great and violent ftorms, 
as the fliip was much endangered, and our fliallpp caft 
away ; fo that they had now no means to carry the corn 
aboard that they had bought, the (hip riding by their re- 
port well near two leagues from the fame, her own boat 
being fo fmall, and fo l<?aky, having no carpenter with 
them, as they durft fcarce fetch wood or water in her. 
Hereupon the governour caufed the corn to be made in a 
round Hack, and bought mats, and cut fedge, to cover it ; 
and gave charge to the Indians not to meddle with it ; 
proniifing Ijim that dwelt next to it a reward, if he would 
: keep vermin alfo from it ; which he undertook, and the 
: fachim promifed to make good. In the mean time, ac- 
^ cording to the governour's requeft, the fachim fent men 
r . to feek the fhallop ; which they found buried almoft in 
Li fand at a high water mark, having many things remain- 
ing in her, but unferviceable for the prefent ; whereof the 
Sx governour gave the fachim fpecial charge, that it fliould 
^ not be further broken, And having procured a guide, it 
il being no lefs than fifty miles to our plantation, fet for- 
ward, receiving all refpecl that could be from the Indians 
l1 in his journey ; and capie fafely home, though weary and 
X furbated (13); whither fome three days after the fliip alfo 

came. 
1; 28. The corn being divided, which they had got, 

- i Matter Wefton's company went to their own plantation ; 
I it being further agreed, that they Ihould return with all 

e convenient fpeed, and bring their carpenter, that* they 

^; might fetch the reft of the corn, and fave their fliallop. 

^ 29, At their return, Captain Standifh, being recovered 

f" and in health, took another ftallop, and went with them 

to the corn, which they found in lafety as they left it. 

- Alfo they mended the other fhallop, and got all their corn 
aboard the fhip. This was in January, as I take it, it being 

: very cold and ftormy ; infomuch as, the harbour being 
c none of the beft, they were confti:ained to cut both the 
c ihaUops from the lhip*s ftern j and fo loft them both a 

fecond 

(13) With galled feet. 
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fecond time. But the ftorm being over, and ieeking out, 
they found them both, not having received any great hurt. 

30. Whilft they were at Naufet, having occafion to lie 
on the Ihore, laying ttheir fliaUop in a creek not far from 
them, an Indian came into the f^me, and fiole certain 
beads, fciflbrs, and other trifles out of the fame ; which, 
when the Captain mifled, he took certsdn of his company 
with him^p and went to the fachim, telling him what had 
happened, and requiring the fame again, or the party that 
ilole tl^em, who was known to certain of the Indians \ or 
dfe he would revenge it on them before his departure ; 
and fo took leave for that night, being late, refufing what- 
foever kindnefi they otfered. On the morrow the fechim 
came to their rendezvous, accompanied with many men, 
in a ftately manner ; who fainting the Captain in this 
wife : he thruft out his tongue, that one might fee the 
root thereof, and therewith licked his hand from the wrift 
to the finger's end, withal boTxdng the knee, ftriving to 
imitate the Englifh gefture, being inftrufted therein for- 
merly by Tifquantum, His men did the like, but in fo 
rude and fayage a manner, ^ our meu pould fcarce for- 
bear to break out in open laughter. After falutation, 
he delivered the beads and other things %q the Captaio, 
iaying he had much beaten the party for doing it j cauf- 
ing the women to make bread, and bring them, according 
to their defire ; feeming to be very forry for the fad, but 
glad to be reconciled. So they departed, and came home 
m fafety ; where the corn was equally divided as before. 

31. After this the governour went to two other inhnd 
town;, with another company, and bought corn likewifc 
df them. The. one is called Nap)afket, the other Mano- 
met(i4). That from Namalket was brought home partly 
by Indian womfen ; but a great ficknefs arifing amongA 
them, our own men were enforced to fetch home the reft. 
That at Manomet the governour left in the facWm's 
cuftody^ 

32. This t6wn lieth from us fouth, well near twenty 
puics i and ftands upon a frefli river, which runnetfi 

uito 
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into the bay of Nanohigganfet (15) ; aad cannot be left 
than fixty miles from thence. It will bear a boat of eight 
or ten ton to this pUce. Hither the Dutch or French, 
or both, ufe to come. It is from hence to the bay of Cape 
Cod about eight miles (16) ; out of wMch bay it floweth 
into a creek fome $x miles, almoft direft towards the 
town. The heads of the river and this creek are not far 
diftant. This river yieldeth thus high oyfters, mufcles, 
clams, and other ihell fifh ; one in fhape like a bean, anoth- 
er like a clam ; both TOod meat, and great abundance at 
all times : befides it aboundeth with divers forts of frefli 
fiih in their feafons. 

33. The govemour, or fachim, of this place was called 
Canacum ; who had formerly, as well as many others, 
yea all with whom as yet we had to do, acknowledged 
themfelves the fubjefts of our fovereign lord, the Idnff. 
This fachim ufed the governour very kindly ; and it 
feemed was of good rdpeft and authority amongft the 
Indians. For whilft the govemour was there, within 
flight, in bitter weather, came two men from Manamoyck, 
before fpoken of ; and having fet afide their bows and 
quivers, according to their manner, fat down by the fire, 
?ind took a pipe of tobacco, not ufing any words in that 
time, nor any other to them, but all remained filent, ex- 
pefting when they would fpeak. At length they looked 
toward Canacum ; and one of them made a fliort fpeech, 
and delivered a prefent to him from his fachim, which was 
a baiket of tobacco and many beads, which the other re-» 
ceived thankfully. After which he made a long fpeech 
to him } the contents hereof was irdated to us by Hobba* 

^ ^ mock, 

(15) Manomet or Buzzard's bay, which Winflow Booftakes for Nar^ 
raganfet baj. 

■ 

(16) " This creek runs out cafterly into Cape Cod tay at Scuflet 
harbour ; and this river runs out wefterly into Manomet hay. The 
diftance over land from bay to bay \% but fix miles. The river and 
creek nearly meet in a low ground : and this is the place^ through 
which there has been a talk of making a canal, this forty years ; which 
woold be a vafl: advantage to all thefe countries, by iaving the long 
and dangerous navigation round the Cape, and tfaroirgh the fiioau 
adjoming.'* Prince. iq6> A. IX 1736. See defcriptioaof &indwich. 
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mock, whc then accompanied the governour for his guide, 
to be as foUoweth. It happened that two of their men 
fell out, as they were in game (for they ufe gaming* as 
much as any where, and will play away all, even their Ikin 
from their backs, yea their wive's fkins aho, though it may 
be they are many miles diftant from them,, as myfelf have 
feen) and growing to great heat, the one killed the other. 
The aclor of this facl was a Powah(i7), one of fpecial 
note amongft them, and fuch an one 4s they could not 
well mifs ; yet another people greater than themfelves 
threatened them with war, if they would not put him 
to death. The party offending was in hold •, neither 
would their fachim do one way or other till their return, 
refting upon him for advice and furtherance in fo weighty 
a matter. After this there was filence a fliort time. At 
length, men gave their judgment what they thought beft. 
Amongft others, he alked Hobbamock what he thought. 
Who anfwered, He was but a ftranger to them ; but 
thought it was better that one Ihould die than many, 
fince he had deftrved it, and the reft were innocent. 
Whereupon he paffed the fentence of death upon him. 

34. Not long after, having no great quantity of corn 
left. Captain Standifli went again with a fliallop to Matta- 
f chieft, meeting alfo with the like extremity of weather, 
I ^oth of wind, fnow, and froft ; infomuch as they were 
! frozen in the harbour, the firft night they entered the 
fame. Here they pretended their wonted love, and ipared 
them a good quantity of corn to confirm the fame. 
Strangers alfo came to this place, pretending only to fee 
him and his company, whom they never faw before that 
time, but intending to join with the reft to kill them, as 
: after appeared. But being forced through extremity to 
lodge in their houfes, which they much preffed, God 
pofleffed the heart of the Captain vnih juft jealoufy, giv- 
ing ftrait command, that as one part of his company flept, 
the reft fhould wake, declaring fome things to them 
which he underftood, whereof he could make no good 
conftruftion. 

35. Some 



(17) SceBelkn.Biog.II.452. Williams* Key. chap. XXI. Gookin- 
chap. III. §. 13. Hutch. I. 474. 
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'}^^. Some of the Indians, efpying a fit opporttitiity, 
fiole fome beads alfo from him ; which he no fooner per- 
ceived, having hot above fix men with him, drew them 
all from the boat, and fet them on their guard about the 
fachim's houfe, where the moft of the people were ; 
threatening to fall upon thetn without further delay, if 
they would not forthwith reftorfe them ; fignifying to the 
fachim efpecially, and fo to them all, that as he would not 
offer the leaft: injury, fo he would not receive any at theilr 
hands, ^w^hich fliould efcape without punilhment or due- 
fatisfaftion. Hereupon the fachim befl:irred him to find 
out the party ; which, when he had done, caufed him to 
return again to the fhallop, and came to the Captain, 
defiring him to fearch, whether they were not about the 
boat ; who, fufpefting their knavery, fent bne, who found 
them lying openly upon the boat's cuddy. Yet to appeafe 
his anger, they brought com afrefh to trade ; infomuch 
as he laded his flxallop, and fo departed. This accident 
fo daunted their courage, as they durft not attempt any 
thing againfi: him. So that, through the good tnercy and 
providence of God, they returned in fafety. At this place 
the Indians geft abundance of bafs both futtiiher and win- 
ter ; for it being now February, they abounded with them. 

2*6. In the berinning of March, having refreflied him- 
fell, he took a mallop, and went to Manomet, to fetch 
home that which the governour had formerly bought, 
hoping to g^et more from them ; but was deceived in his 
expeftatiori, not finding that entertainment he found elfe-^ 
where, and the governour had there received. The rea- 
fon whereof, and of the treachery intended in the place 
before fpoken of, was not then known unto us, but 
afterwards : wherein may be obferved the abundant- 
mercies of God, working with his providence for our 
good. Captain Standifli being now far from the boat, 
and not above two or three of our men with him, and 
as many with the fliallop, was not long at Canacum, the 
fachim's houfe, but in came two of the Maffachufct men- 
The chief of them was called Wituwamat, a notable in- 
fiilting villain, one who had formerly imbrued his hands 
in the blood of Englilh and French, and had oft boafted 
of his own valour, and derided their weakneis, efpecially 

becaufe. 
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becaufe, as he i^d, they died crying, maldng four i&ces, 
more like children than men. 

^7. This villain took a dagger from about his neck, 
which he had gotten of Mafter Wefton's people, and pre- 
iented it to the (achim j and after mack a long fpeech 
in an audacious manner, framing it in fuch fort, as the 
Captain, though he be the beft linguid amongft us, could 
not gather any thing from it. Tnc end of it was after- 
ward difcovered to be as followeth/ The Mafiachufeuks 
formerly concluded to ruinate Mafter Wefton's colony ; 
and thought themfelves, being about thirty or forty men 
ftrong, enough to execute the fame. Yet they durft not 
attempt it, till fiich time as they had gathered more 
ftrength to themfelves, to make their party good againft 
us at Plymouth j concluding, that if we remained, though 
they had no other arguments to ufe againft us, yet w€ 
would never leave the death of our countrymen imreveng- 
cd ; and therefore their fafety could not be without the 
overthrow of both plantations. To this end they had 
i^merly iblidted this iachim, as alfo the other called 
Ianough(i8) at Mattachieft, and many others, to aflift 
thetn ; and now again came to profecute the fame ; and 
fince there was fo rair an opportunity offered by the Cap 
tain's prefence, they thought beft to. make fure of him anrf 
bis company. 

3S. After this meffage was delivered, his entertainment 
much exceeded the Captain's ; infomuch as he (corned at 
their behaviour, and told them of it. After which they 
would have perfuaded him, becaufe the weather was 
cold, to have fent the boat for the reft of his company ; but 
he would not, defiring, according to promife, that the 
corh might be carried down, and he would cofttent the 
women ( 1 9) for their labour ; which they did. At the 
fame time there was a lufty Indian of Paomet(2o), or Cape 
Cod, then prefent, who had ever demeaned himfelf well 
towards us, being in his general carriage very afiaUe, 
courteous, and loving, efpecially towards the Captain. 

This 
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(18) Orlyanough. 

(19) See Belkn. Biog. II. 457. Williams' Kej. cfaap. ZVL Goot 
Ilk chap. III. §. 3. 

I20) Ox Pamet, now called Truro. 
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This favage was now entered into confederacy with the 
reft ; yet, to avoid fufpicion, made many figns of his 
continued aflPeftions, and would needs beftow a kettle of 
fome fix or fcven gallons on him, and would not accept 
of any thing in lieu thereof, faying he was rich, and could 
afford to beftow fuch favours on his friends whom he 
loved. Alfo he would freely help to carry fome of the 
corn, affirming he had never done the like in his life 
before ; and the wind being bad, would needs lodge with 
him at their rendezvous, having indeed undertaken to 
kill him before they parted ; which done, they intended 
to fall upon the reft. 

39. The night proved exceeding cold ; infomuch as 
the Captain could not take any reft, but either walked, 
or turned himfelf to and fro at the fire. This the other 
obferved, and alked wherefore he did not fleep as at other 
times ; who anfwered. He knew not weU, but had no 
defire at all to reft. So that he then miffed his opportunity. 

40. The wind ferving on the next day, they returned 
home, accompanied with the other Indian ; who ufed 
many arguments to perfuade them to go to Paomet, where 
himfelf had much corn, and many other, the moft whereof 
he would procure for us, feeming to forrow for our wants. 
Once the Captain put forth with him, and was forced 
back by contrary wmd ; which wind ferved for the Maffa- 
thufet, was fitted to go thither* But on a fudden it 
altered again. 

41. During the time that the Captain was at Manomet, 
news came to Plymouth, that Maffaffowat was like to die, 
and that at the fame time there was a Dutch fliip drivea 
fo high on the fliore by ftrefs of weather, right before his 
dwelling, that till the tid^s increafcd, Ihe could not be got 
oflf. Now it being a commendable manner of the Indians, 
when any, efpecially of note, are dangeroufly fick, for all 
that profefe friendfhip to them, to viut them in their ex- 
tremity, either in their perfons, or elfe to fend fome accept*- 
able perfons to them : therefore it was thought meets, 
being a good and warrantable aftion, that as we had ever 
profeffed friendfliip, fo we fliould now maintain the fame, 
by obferving this their laudable cuftom : and the rather, 
bccaiife we defired to have fome cbnference with the 

K k IVA viii.] Dutch^^ 
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Dutch, not knowing when we fhould have fo fit an oppor- 
tunit)'. To that end myfelf, having formerly been there^ 
and underftanding in fome meafure the Dutch tongue, 
the governour laid this fervice upon myfelf, and fitted me 
with fome cordials to adminifter to him ; having one 
Mafter John Hamden (21), a gentleman of London, who 
then wintered with us, and defired mucli ta fee the coun- 
try, for my confort, and Hobbamock for our guide. So 
we fet forward, and lodged the firft night at Namaiket, 
where we had friendly entertainment. 

42. The next day, about one of the clock, we came 
to a ferry (22) in Conbatant*s country, whereupon dif- 
charge of my piece, divers Indians came to us, from a 
houfe not far oK. Tliere, thev told us, that Mafiaflbwat 
was dead, and that day buried ; and that the Dutch 
would be gone before we could get thither, having hove 
off their mip already. This news firuck us blank ; but 
efpecially Hobbamock, who deiired we might return with 
all fpeed. I told bim I would firft think or it, confidering 
now, that he being dead, Conbatant viras the moft ^e 
to fucceed him, and that we were not above three miles 
from Mattapuyft (23), his dwelling place^ Although he 
were but a hdlow-heaxted friend towards us, I thought 
no time fo fit as this to enter into more friendly tenns 
with him, and the reft of the fachims thereabout ; hoping; 
through the bleffing of God, it would be a means, in that 
unfettled ftate, to fettle their affeftions towards us ; and 
though it were fomewhat dangerous, in refpedb of our 
perfonal fafety, becaufe myfelf and Hobbamod^ had been 
employed upon a fervice againft him(24), which he might 
now fitly revenge y yet efteeming it the beft means, 
leaving the event to God in his mercy, I refolved to put 
it in practice, if Mafter GLamckn and Hobbamock durft 
^^ attempt 

(21) Dr. Belknap fuppofes this to be the fame perfon, who diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his oppofition to the illegal and arbitrary demands 
X)f king Cliarlcs I. Biog. 11. 229. 

(22) Probably the fame which is novr called Slade's Ferry i 
Swanzey. Belkn. Biog. IL 292, 

(23) A neck of land, in the townfhip of Swsmzey, CQBunonly p*- 
Bounced Matupoifet. Bdbu itUL 

{24) See Prince* z xo.. 
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attempt it with me ; whom I found willing to that ot 
any other courfe might tend to the general good. So wc 
went towards Mattapuyft. 

43. In the way, Hobbamock, maniifefting a troubled 
fpirit, brake forth into thcfe fpeeches. Nsen ivomafu 5a- 
gimtiSj neen womafu Saginuts^ &Cp My loving fachim, my 
loving fachim i Many have 1 known, but never any 
Hke thee. And turning to mc, he feid : Whilft I liv- 
ed, I ihould never fee his like amongfi: the Indians ; 
ikying, he was no liar ; he was not bloody and cruel, like 
other Indians* In anger and paf&on he was foon reclaim- 
ed ; eafy to be reconciled towards fuch as had offended 
him ; ruled by reafon in fuch meafiire as he would not 
fcom the advice of mean men ; and that he governed his 
men better with few ftrokes, than others did with many j 
truly loving where he loved 5 yea, he feared we had not 
a faithful friend left among the Indians ; fliowing how hcL 
oft-times reftrained their malice, &c. continuing a long 
fpeech, with fuch figns of lamentation and unfeigned for-* 
row, as it would have made the hardeft heart relent. . 

44, At length we came to Mattapuyft, and went to the 
/acbimo comaco^ for fo they called the iachim's place, thoudh. 

they call an ordinary houfe witeo ; but Conbatant, the 
fachim, was not at home, but at Puckanokick, which was 
fome five or fix miles o& The fqm'fachm^ for fo they 
caU fachim's wife, gave us^ friendly entertainment. Here 
we inquired again concerning Maffafibwat : they thought 
him dead, but Imew no certainty. Whereupon I hired 
one to go with all expedition to Puckanokick, that wc 
might know the certainty thereof, and withal to acquaint 
Conbatant with our there being. About half an hour 
before fun-fetting the meffenger returned, and told us. 
that he was not yet dead, though there was no hope we 
ihould find him hving^ Upon tnis we were much revived, 
and fet forward with all fpeed, though it was late withia 
night ere we got thither. About two of the dock, that 
afternoon, the Dutchman departed ; £0 that in that reQ>ed: 
our journey was ftiiftrate. 

45.. When we came thither, we found the houie fo 
full of men, as we could fcarce get in, though they ufed 
their beft diligence to make way for us. There were they in 

the 
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the midft of their charms for him, making fuch a helliih 
noife, as it diftempered us that were well, and therefore 
unlike to eafe him that was fick. About him were fix or 
eight women, who chafed his arms, legs, and thighs, to 
keep heat in him. When they had made an end of their 
charming, one told him that his friends, the Englilh, 
were come to fee him. Having underftanding left, but 
his fight was wholly gone, he afked, who was come ? 
They told him Winfiiow, for they cannot pronounce the 
letter /, but ordinarily n in the place thereof. He defired 
to fpeak with me. When f came to him, and they told 
him of it, he put forth his hand to me, which I took. 
Then he faid twice, though very inwardly. Keen Win/now ! 
which is to fay. Art thou Winflow ? I anfwered, jihhej 
. that is. Yes. Then he doubled thefe words ; Matta men 
wonckanet nameriy Winfnow I that is to fay, O Winflow, I 
fiiaU never fee thee again. 

46. Then I called Hobbamock, and defired him to 
tell Maflaflbwat, that the governour, hearing of his fick- 
nefs, was forry for the fiime ; and though, by reafon of 
many bufineffes, he could not come himfelf, yet he fent 
me with fuch things for him, as he thought moft liketjr 
to do him good in this extremity ; ana whereof if he 
pleafed to t^e, I would prefently give him ; which he 
defired ; and having a confeftion of many comfortable 
conferves, on the point of my knife, I gave him fome, 
which I could fcarce get thorough his teeth. When it 
was diflblved in his mouth, he fwallowed the mice of it ; 
whereat thofe that were about him much rejoiced, faying, 
he had not fwallowed any thing in two days before. 
Then I defired to fee his mouth, which was exceedingly 
furred^ and his tongue fwelled in fuch a manner, as it was 
not poifible for him to eat fuch meat as they had, his 
pafiage being flopped up. Then I wafiied his mouth, and 
icraped his tongue, and got abundance of corruption out 
of the fame. After which I gave him ijiore of the con- 
fcftion, which he fwallowed with more readinefs. Then 
he defired to drink- I diflblved fome of it in water, and 
gave him thereof. Within half an hour this wrought a 
n'eat alteration in him, in the eyes of all that beheld him. 
r^ently after his %ht began to cojxi^ to him. In the 

mean 
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mean time I inquired how l^e flept, and when he went to 
ftool ? They faid, he flept not in twp days before, and 
had n,ot had a ftool in five. Then I gave him more, and 
told him of a mifliap we had, in breaking a bottle of ' 
drink, which the governour alfo fent him, faying if he 
would fend any of his men to Patuxet, I would fend for 
more of the fame ; alfo for chickens to make him broth, 
and for other things, which I knew were good for him ; 
and would ftay the return of his meifenger, if he defired. 
This he took marvellous kindly, and appointed fome, 
who were ready to go by two of the clock in the morn- 
ing ; againft which time I made ready a letter, declaring 
therein our good fuccefs, the ftate of his body, &c. defiring 
to fend fuch things as I fent for, ^d fuch phyfick as the 
liirgeon durft adminifter to him, 

47. He re^uefted me, that the day following, I would 
take my piece, and kill him fome fowl, and make him 
fome Englifh pottage, fuch as he had eaten at Plymouth ; 
which I promifed. After, his ftomach coming to him, 
I muft needs make him fome without fowl, before I went 
abroad, which fomewhat troubled me j but being I muft 
do fomewhat, I caufed a woman to bruife fome corn, and 
take the flour from it, and fet over the grit, or broken 
corn, in a pipkin, for they have earthen pots of all fizcs. 
When the day broke, we went out, it being now Marcfa^ 
to feek herbs, but could not find any but ftrawberry 
leaves, of which I gathered a handful, and put into the 
iame ; ^d becaufe I had nothing to relifli it, I went 
forth again, and pulled up a iaflafras root, and fliced a 
piece thereof, and boiled it, till it had a good relifli, and 
then took it out a^Hf The broth beipg boiled, I ftrained 
it thorough my handkerchief, and gave him at leaft a 
pint, which he drank, and liked it very well. After this 
his fight mended more and more ; alfo he had three mod- 
erate ftools, and took fome reft : infomuch as we with 
admiration blefled God for giving his blefling to fuch raw 
and ignorant means, making no doubt of his recovery, 
himfdf and all of them acknowledging us the inftruments 
of his prefervation. That morning he caufed me to 
fpend in going from one to another ; amongft thofe that 
were fick in the town, requefting me to wafli their mouths 

alfo. 
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alfo, and give to each of them fome of the feme I gave 
him, faying they were good folk. This pains I took 
with willingnefs, though it were much offenfive to me, 
not being accuftomed with fuch poifonous favours. 

48. The meffengers were now returned ; but finding 
his ftomach come to him, he would not have the chickens 
killed, but kept them for breed. Neither durft wp give 
him any phylick, which was then fent, becaufe his body 
was fb much altered iince our inftru6tions ; neither faw 
we any need, not doubting now of his recovery, if he 
were careful Many, whilft we were there, came to fee 
him ; fome, by their report, from a place, not lefi than 
an hundred miles. Upon this his recoverv, he brake forth 
into thefe fp^eches : Now I fee the Enfflim are my friends 
and love me ; and whilft I live, I will never forget this 
kindnefi they have Ihowed me. Whilft we were there. 
Our entertainment exceeded all other ftrangers. 

49. At our coming away, he called Hobbamock to 
him, and privately (none hearing, fave two or three other 
of his paniefes, Who are of his council) revealed the plot 
pf the Maffachufeuks, before fpoken of, againft Matter 
Wefton's colony, and fo againft us ; faying that the peo- 
pie of Naufet, jPaomet, Succonet (25), Mattachieft, Man- 
omet, Agowaywam (26), and the ifle of Capawack (27), 
were joined with them ; himfelf alfo in his ficknefe was 
carneftly folicited, but he would neither join therein, nor 

give way to any of his. Therefore as we receded the 
ves of our countrymen and our own lafety, he advifed 
us to kill the men of Maffaehufet, who were the authors 
of this intended mifchief. And whereas we were wont 
to fay, we would not ftrike a ftroke till they firft began ; 
If, faid he, upon this intelligence, they make that anSver, 
tell them, when their countrymen at WichagufcuiTet arc 
killed, they not being able to defend themfelves, that then 
it will bte too late to recover their lives ; nay,' thoroudi 
the mulfttude of adverfaries, they ihall with great dim* 
culty prefervfe their own j and therefore he counfelled, 

without 

{t^) Pk^bably Sokonesy or Succonuflet, aow called Falmouth* 
{%€) OrAgHwam, partofWarebam. 

(2j) Martha's Vineyard. 
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without delay to take away the principals, and then the 
plot would ceafe. With this he Gharjged him thoroughly 
to acquaint me by the way, that I might inform the gov- 
crnour thereof, at my firft coming home* Being fitted 
for our return, we took our leave of him ; who returned 
many thanks to our governour, and alfo to ouifelves for* 
our labour and love : the like did all that were about him. 
So we departed. 

50* That night, thorough the earneft requeft of Con- 
batant, who till now remained at Sawaams, or Puckano- 
kick, we lodged with him at Mattapuyft. By the way I 
had much conference with him, fo like wife at his houfe, 
he being a notable politician, yet full of merry jefts and 
fquibs, and never better pleafed, than when the like are 
returned again upon him. Amongft other things he 
afked me. If in cafe he were thus dangeroufly fick, as 
Maffaffowat had been, and fliould fend word thereof to 
Patuxet for majkiet^ that is, phyfick, whether then Mafter 
Governour would fend it ? and if he would, whether \ 
would come therewith to him ? To both which I anfwer- 
ed. Yea ; whereat he gave me many joyful thanks. After 
that, being at his houfe, he denpianded further. How we 
durft, being but two, come fo far into the country ? 1 
anfwered. Where was true love, there was no fear ; an4 
my heart was fo upright towards them, that for my owiji 
part I was fearlefs to come amongft them. But, faid he. 
If your love be fuch, and it bring forth fuch fruits, how 
cometh it to pafs, that when we come to Patu?:et, you 
ftand upon your guard, with the mouths of your pieces 
prefented towards us ? Whereupon I anfwered. It w?is 
the moft honourable and refpeftive entertainmept we coul^ 
give them ; it being an order amongft us fo to rec^v^ 
our beft refpe&ed friends ; and as it was ufed on the land^ 
fo the ^ips obferved it 7&£o at fea, which Hobbamocl^ 
knew and had feen it obferved. But ihaking the hea4» 
he anfwered, that he liked not fuch falutations. 

51. Further, obferving us to crave a bleffing on our 
xneat before we did eat, and after to give thanks for the 
iasne, he afked us, what was the meaning of that ordinary 
cuftom \ Hereupon I took occaiion to tell them of Cpd'jK 
works of creation and prefervation, of the laws and or- 

^.inianccs. 
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dinanccs, efpecially of the ten commandments ; afl whicK 
they hearkened unto witk great attention, and liked well 
of ; only the feventh commandmetlt they excepted againft, 
thinking there were many inconveniences in it, that a 
man fliould be tied to one woman ; about Which we rea- 
ibned a good time. Alfo I told them, that t^hatfoever 
good things we had, we received from God, as the author 
and giver thereof ; and therefore craved his blefling upon 
that we had, and were about to eat, that it might nourifli 
and ftrengthen our bodies ; and having eaten fufiieiently, 
being fatisfied tlierewith, we again returhefd thanks- to the 
fame our God, for that our rcfreftiing, &c^ This all of 
f hem concluded to be vety well ; and faid, they believed 
almoft all the fame things, and that the fame power that 
we called God, they called Kichtan{2i). Much profitable 
conference was occafioned hercJbyj which Would be too 
tedious to relate, yet was no lefs deli^tful to th6m, than 
comfortable to us. Here we remained only that nighty 
but never had better entertainment amorigft any of them. 

52. The day following, in our journey, Hobbamock 
told me of the private conference he had with Maffaffowat, 
and how he charged him perfectly to acquaint me there- 
with, as I fliowed before j which b^ing done, he ufed 
toany arguments himfelf to move us thereunto. That 
night we lodged at Namalket ; and the day following, 
about the mid-way between it and home, we met two 
Indians, who told us, that Captain Standiih was that day 
gone to the Maflachufets. But contrary winds again 
drove him back ; fo that we fotmd him at home ; where 
the Indian of Paomet ftitt" was, being very importunate 
that the Captain fhould take the firft opportunity of a 
fair wind to go vrfth him. But their fecret and villanous 
purpofes being, thorough God's mercy^ now made known, 
the govemour caufed Captain Standifh to fend him a^w^ay, 
without any diftafte or manifeftation of anger, that wc 
might the better effeft and bring to pais that which ihould 
be thourfit moft neceflary. 

53. Before this journey we heard many complaints, 
both by the Indians, and fome others of beft defert amongfi 
Mailer Wefton's colony, how exceedingly their companx 

abafed 

>8) See Bclko. Biog. II. 451. 
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abafed themielves by undired means, to get vi£hia]s froxA 
the Indians, who dwelt not far from them, fetching them 
wood and water, &c. and all for a meal's meat ; whereas, 
in the mean time, they might with diligence have gotten 
enough to have ferved them three or four times. Other 
by night brake the earth, atid robbed the Indians' ftore ; 
for which they had been publickly fiocjped and whipped, 
and yet was there fmall amendment. This was about the 
end of February ) at which time they had fpeijtt aU their 
bread and corn, not leaving any for feed, neither would the 
Indians lend or fell them any more upon any terms. Here-* 
upon they had thought to take it by violence } and to that 
fpiked up every entrance into their town, being welji, impal- 
ed, fave one, with a full refolution to proceed. But fpme 
more honefUy minded advifed John Sanders, their overfeer, 
firfl: to write to Plymouth ; and if the governour advifed 
him thereunto, he miffht the better 4o it. They fent i 
anJd our governour wnt divers reafoa^ of diflike. ^th 
thefe letters we diipatched the meflenger : upon the re* 
ceipt whereof they altered their determination, reix^viag 
to ihift as they could, till the return of John Sanders 
from Munhiggen ; who firft coming to Bymouth, not- 
withftanding pur own neceilitijes, the governour fpared 
him fome corn, to carry them to Munhiggen. But not 
having fuffic^t for the fhip's fiore, he took a fhallop. 
an4 leaving others with infirudions to overfee things tm 
Ixis return, fet forward about the epd of Februjiry : fo 
that he kflwew not of this confpiracy of the Indiums before 
his going ; neither was it known to any of us till our 
return from Sawaams, or Puckianokick : at which time 
aHb another ikchim, cdled Wailapinewat,. brother to Ob* 
takiefb, the fachim of the Maflachuiets, who had formerly 
fmarted for partaking ^th Conbatant, and fearing th^ 
like again, U^ purge himfelf, ^revealed the fame thing. 

54* T^e three and tMrentieth of March beins^ now 
cpme, wlju^ch is a yearly court day, the governour, jiving 
a publidb teftimony, ^d many circum£Lan,ces ag|reeing 
yfxth the t^th thereof, not l?eing to undert^^c war witl]L- 
ou^ the confent o£ the body of the company, nude known 
the fame in publick court. We came to this conclufion, 
that C^pt^iin Standifh fhoul4 take io many men, as he 
1 1 IFoU viii.] thpuj^Jit 
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thought fufficient to make his party good againfl all the 
Indians in the Maffachufet bay ; and becanfe, as all men 
know that hare to do with them in tlpt kind, it is im- 
poffible to deal with them upon open defiatice, but to 
take them in fuch traps as they lay fcrr others ; therefore 
he fliould pretend trade as at other times : but firft go 
to the Engiifli, and acquaint them with the plot, and the 
end of his own coming, that comparing it with their 
carriages towards theiti, he might better judge of the 
certainty of it, and morer fitly take opportunity to revenge 
the fame : but fliould forbear, if it were poffible, till fuch 
time as he could make fure Wituwamat, that bloody and 
bold viHain before Ipoken of ; whofe head he had order 
to bring with hint, that he might be a warning and 
terrour to all that difpofition. 

55* Upon this Captain Staridifli made choice of eight 
men, and would not take more, becaufe he would prevent 
jealoufy, knowing their guilty confdences would fbon be 
provoked thereunto. But on the next da;y, before he 
could go, came one of Matter Wefton*s company by land 
unto us, with his pack at his back, who'tnade a pitiful 
narration of their lamentable and wekk eftate, and of the 
Indians' carriages, whofe boldnefs incfeafed abundantly i 
infomuch as the viftuds they got, they would take it 
cut of their pots, and eat before their faces ; yea, if in 
any thing they gainfaid them, they were ready to- hdrf 
a knife at their breafts : that to give them content, fince 
John Sanders went to Munhiggen, they had hanged (29) 
one of thtsm that dole their corn, and yet they regarded 
it not : that another of their company was turned favage : 
that their people had moft forfaken the town, and made 
their rendezvous where they got their victuals, becaufe 
they would not take pains to bring it home : that tfiey 
. \ had fold their clothes for corn, and were ready to ftarvc 
■/I I both with cold and hunger alfo, becaufe they could not 
■ endure to get vi6hials by reafon of their nakedneis : and 
that they were difperfed into three companies, fcarce 
having any powder and fliot left. As this relation was 
grievous to us, fo it gave us good encouragement to pro- 
ceed 

(29) See Butler's Hudibras. partii. ca&toii. line 403, ^cc. and Belin. 
Biog, II. 318. 
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ceed in our intendments, for which Captain Standilh was 
;now fitted ; and the wind coming fair, the next day fet 
forth for the Maffachufets. 

56. The Indians at the Mafikchufets milled this man ; 
and fufpeding his coming to us, as we conceive, fent one 
lafter him, and gave out that he would never come to 
Patuxet, but that fome wolves or bears would eat him : 
but we know, w/(3o) by our own experience, and the 
reports of others, that thoiigh they find a man fleq>ing^ 
yet fo foon as there is life difcerpied, they fear and fhun 
him. This Indian miffed him but yery Kttle ; and miffing 
him, paffed by the town ancj went to Manomet : whom 
we hoped to tak^ at his return, as afterward we did. 
Now was our fort made fit for fervice, and fome ordnance 
mounted ; and though it may f<?em long work, it being 
ten months fince it begun ; yet we muft note, that wh^ere 
fo great: a work h begun with fuch fmall means, a little 
time cannot bring it t|| perfection. Befide, thofe works 
which tend to the prefervation of man, the enemy of man* 
kind will hinder what in him lieth, fometimes blinding 
the judgment, and caufing reafonable men to reafon againft 
their own iafety. The Indian laft mentioned, in his re* 
turn from Manomet, came through the town, pretending 
(till friendlhip and in love to fee us ; but as formerly 
others, fo his end was to fee, whether we continued fiiU 
in health and firength, or fdl into weaknefs, like their 
neighbours ; which they hoped and looked for, (though 
God in hi3 mercy provided better for us) and he knew 
would be glad tidings to his countrymen. But here the 
governour ftayed him ; and fending for him to the fort, 
there gave the ^ard charge of him as their prifoner ; 
where he told hmi he mnfk be contented to remain, till 
the return of Captain Standiih from the Mafiachufets^ 
60 he was locked in a chain to a ftaple in the court of 
guard, and there kept. Thus was our fort hanielled, thii 
being the firft day, as I take it, that ever any watch wa$ 
there kept. 

57 The Captain being now come to the Maflachufets^ 
went firft to the Ihip ; but found neither man, or fb much 
as a dog therein. Upon the difcharge of a mufket, the 

. mafter 
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mafter and fome others of the plantation Ihowed them- 
feh'cs, who were on the ihore gathering ground nuts, and 
getting other food. After (alutation, Captain Standiih 
alked them, how they durft fo leave the flup, and live in 
fuch fecurity ? who anfwered like men fenfdefs of tlidr 
crwTi mifery, they feared not the Indians, but lived and 
fuffered them to lodge with them, not ha'ving fword or 
gun, or neecting the fame. To which the Captain anfwer* 
cd, if there were no caufe, he was the bladder. But, upon 
further inquiry, underftanding that thofe in whom John 
Sanders had repofed moft fpedal confidence, and left in 
his ftead to govern the reft, were at the plantation, thither 
he went ; and, to be brief, made known the Indians' pur- 
pofe, and the end of his own coming, as alfo, which for- 
meriy I omitted, that if afterward they durft not there 
ftay, it was the intendment of the govemours and people 
of Plymouth there to receive them, till they could be 
better provided : but if they Mlnceived of tnf Qthef 
courfe, that niipht be more HkiJy for their jgOod, that 
fiimfdf fhould nirther them therein to the utterihoft of 
bis pa^cr. Thefe trieti, comparing other circumftarices 
j with what they now heardj anlwcred, they could cipbEt 
I lib better ; and it was God'ii mercy, thjit they ^frere not 
I killed before his coming ; defiring therefore thlt he would 
nieglefl: no opportunity to proceed. Hereupon he advifed 
-them to fecrecy, yet withal to fend fpecial command to 
one third of their company, that were furtheft off, to 
coihe home, and there enfdih theih on pain o^ death to 
keep the town, himlblF aBowiiig tHetni & pliit df Indian 
corn tb i mad for a day, though that fiore he had was 
fplfcd o^ut of oilr fee<i. The weather proving very wet 
and ffidfmy, it wasf the Idnger before he could do any 
tWihg. 

cff. In thjp meaSi tiitte an Indian caine to himi ^^d 
Wou^t foihe furs, but rather to gather what Ke could 
ftotii the eiipt^n'^, ths^n coming then for trade : . and 
though the Captain carried things as finoothly as pkjffibly 
IJi cotald ; yet at his return, he reported hfe few by his 
^feSj that he wis aiiWy in his heart ; and thetefore began 
to fu^Mfft Aenifelvks discovered; TMs caufed oiie Peck- 
Siiiii^ WiiQ was a paniefe, being a man of a notable i^iirit, 

to 
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to come to Hobbamock, who was then with them, and 
told him, he underftood that the Captain was come t6 
kill himfelf and the reft of the favages there. Tdl hirii, 
faid he, we know it, but fear him not, neither will wfc 
ihun him ; but let him begin when he dare, he will npt 
take us unawares. Many times after, divers of them 
feveraDy, or few together, came to the plantation to him ; 
where they would '^het and fliarpen the point of their 
knives before hit face, ^nd ufe many other ipfulting 
geftures and fpeeches, Amohgft the reft Wkuwamat 
bragged of the excellency of his knife. On the end of the 
hancUe there was pictured a woman's face ; but, faid he^ 
I have another at faoftie, wherewith I have killed botli 
French and Englifh, and that hath a man's face on it ; 
and by and by thefe two muft marry, Further he faid of 
that knife he there had ; Hinnaim namen^ hinnaim micben^ 
matta cuts ; that is to fay. By and by it ihould fee, and 
by and by it fhould eat, but not fp^. Alfb Peckfuot, 
being a man of greater fiature than the Captain^ told 
though he were a great captain, yet he was but a 
man : and faid he, though I be no fachini^ yet I am 1 man 
of great ftrength and courage. Thefe thiiigs the Captaiii 
obferved, yet bare with patience for the preleht. 

59. On the next day, feeing he could not get many of 
them together at once, and this Peckfuot and Wituwamat 
both together, with another man, and a youth of kimt 
eighteen years of age, which was brothef to Vi^tuWaniat, 
and villain fike trod in his fteps, daily putting many tricks 
upon the weaker fort of men, and having about as many 
of his own company in a room with them, gave the word 
to his men^ and the door being faft fbut, began him&lf 
with Peddfuot, and fhatching his own knife from his neck> 
though with much ffaruggling, killed him therewith, the 
pdint wherebf he h^d made as Iharp ad a needle, and 
ground the back alio to an edge. Wituwatnat and the 
other man the reft killed, and took the youth, whoib the 
Captain caufed to be hanged. But it is incredible how 
many wounds thefe two paiiiefes received before they died, 
ribt makinj? any fearful lioife, but catching at their wea- 
pons and ftrivins; to the laft. Hobbamock ftood by all 
this time, and meddled hot, obferving how our men 

demeaned 
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demeaned themfelves in this a&ion. All being here ended» 
fmiling, he brake forth into thefe fpeeches to the Captain : 
Yefterday Peckfuot, bragging of his own ftrength and 
Aature, faid, though you were a gr^at captain p yet you 
were but a little man ; but to day I fee you are big enough 
to lay him on the ground. But to proceed ; there being 
fome women at the fame time. Captain Standiih left them 
in the cuftody of Matter Wefton's people at the town, 
;md fent word to another company, that h^d intelligence 
of things, to kill thofe Indian men that were amongft 
them. Thefe killed two more. Himielf alfo with fimic 
of his own men went to another place, where they killed 
another ; and through the negligence of one man, an 
Indian dfcaped, who difcovered and croifed their pro- 
ceedings. 

60. Not long before this execution, three of Mailer 
.Wefton's men, which more regarded their bellies than 
^y command or commander, having formerly fared well 
with the Indians for making them canoes, went agaan to 
the fachim to offer their fervice, and had entertainment. 
The firft night they came thither, within night, late came 
a meflenger with all fpeed, and delivered a (ad and £hort 
meffage. Whereupon all the men gathered together, put 
on their boots and br^ech^? truiled up themfelves, and 
took their bows and arrows and went forth, telling them 
they went a hunting, and that at their return they fhould 
have venifon enCugh. Being now gone, one more ancient 
and wife than the reft, caUing former things to mind, 
efpedally the Captain's prefence, and the ftrait charge, 
that on pain of death none Ihould go a muiket ihot from 
the plantation ; and comparing th}s fudden departure oi 
theirs therewith, began to diflike and wiQi himfelf at 
home again, which was further off* than divers other dwelt. 
Hereupon he moved his fellows to return, but could not 
purfuade them^ So there being none but women left, 
and the other that was turned iavage, about mid-night 
came away, forfaking the p^ths, left he ihould be purfued, 
^nd by this means iaved his life. 

61. Captain Standiih took the one half of his men, 
and one or two of Mafter Wefton's, and Hobbamock, 
iiill feeking to make fpoU of them wad theirs. At length 

they 
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they efpicd a file of Indians, which made towards theni 
amain ; and there being a fmall advantage in the ground^ 
by reafon of a hill near them, both companies ftrove for* 
it. Captain Standiih got it ; whereupon they retreated, 
and took each man his tree, letting fly their arrows amain^ 
efpecially at him&Lf and Hobbainock : whereupon Hob<i» 
bamock caft off hid coat, and being a known paniefd, theirs 
being now killed, chafed them fo fafl:, as our people were 
not able to hold way with him ; infomuch as our men 
could have but one certain mark, and then but the arm 
and half hcQ of a notable villain, as he drew at Captain 
Sti^ndifh ; who together with another both difcharged at 
him, and brake his arm ; whereupon they fled into a { 
fwamp. When they were in the thicket, they parleyedy 
but to fmall purpofe, getting nothing but foul language. 
So our Captain dared the fachim to come out and fight 
like a man, fliowine how bafe and womanlike he was in 
tonguing it as he did : but he refufed and fled. So the 
Captain returned to the plantation ; where he rdeafed the 
women, and would not take their beaver coats from them^ 
nor fuffer the leaft difcourtefy to be offered them 

62. Now were Matter Wefton's people refolved to leavd 
their plantation, and go for MunhigTCn, hoping to get 
pafiage and return with the fifliing mips. The Captain 
told them, that for his own part he durft there live witfit 
fewer men than they were ; yet fincc they were other- 
ways minded, according to his order from the governours 
and people of Plymouth, he would help them with corn 
competent for their provifion by the way ; which he didy 
fcarce leaving himfelf more than brought them homew 
Some of them difliked the choice of the body to go to 
Munhiggen ; and therefore defiring to go with him to 
Plymoutn, he took them into the fliallop : and feeing them 
fet fail, and dear of the Mafi^chufet bay, he took leave 
and returned to Plymouth ; whither he came in fafety^ 
bleffed be God ! and brought the head of Wituwamat 
with him. 

63. Amongfi: the refl, there was an Indian- youths 
that was ever of a courteous and loving difipofition towards 
us. He, notwithfi:andine the death of his countrymen^ 
came to the Captain witnout fear, faying, his good con* 

faencc 



fcience and love towards us imboldened him fo to do. 
This youth confeffed, that the Indians inteiukd to kill 
MaAer Wefton's people, and aot deby any Ic^g^x tjhan 
thicy had two niore cano^ oi* boats^ which Mafter Wefton's 
men would have fimflied by this time, haying made them 
three already, had not the Captain prevented bim ; and 
the end of fiay for tfaofe b.oats ws^ to take their flup 
therewith. 

64. Now tlras the Captain returned afid received with 
joy, the head being brought to the fort and there fet up. 
The governours and captains with ^Yfxi^ oth^$ \eeot up 
the &me further, to examme the priibner, who looked 

Eiteoufly on the head. Being alked, whether he kaeyr it, 
e anfwercd. Yea. Then he confeffed the plot, and that 
all tlfte people provoked Obtakieft, their &cmm, thereunto, 
being drawn to it by their importunity. Five there .were, 
lie £ud, that profecuted the fame with more eagerjoefs than 
tibe reft. The two principal were killed, being jReckiuot 
«nd Wituwamat, whofe head wajs there : the ot&er thxee 
m;re powahs, being yet living, and knoivA unto vs, 
though one of them was wounded, aa aforefaid. For 
himielf, he would not acknowledge that he had any hand 
therein, begging earneftly for his life, iaymg be waa not 
a Mafiachulet nnan, but as a jlranger Eved mith tjbuevi* 
Hobbamodc alfo gave a good report of him, and befi>iiffbi 
for him j but was bribed fo to do it. Nevextiielefs, th^ 
we might fhow mercy as well as extremity,, xh^^g^^rxifm 
rdeafed him, and the rather, i^ecauie we defired he xxx^ 
carry a meflage tQ Obtakieft, his mafter. No fooner were 
the irons from his le^s, but he would have beeja gone ; 
but the governom: bid him ftay, and fear not, torhe 
fiioidd receive no hurt ; and by Hohbamock commanded 
him to deliver his me&ge to his mafler : That for our 
parts it nevef entered into our hearts to take fuch a 
cour£b with diem, till their own treachery enibdrced us 
thereunto ; and therefore they might dbank themfelves £oir 
their own overthrow : Yet fince he had begun, if again 
by any the like courfes he did provcdce him, his countr)' 
fbould not hdd him ; for he would never fuffer him or 
his to reft in peace, dll he had utterly confixmed them ; 
and therefore fliouki take this as a wanung. Further, 

that 
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that he fhould fend to Patuxet the three Engllfhmen he 
had, and not kill them : alfo that he fliould not fpoil the 
pale and houfes at Wichagufcuffet ; and that.his meffenger 
fhould either bring the Englilh, or an anfwer, or both ; 
promifing his fafe return. 

6^. This meffage was delivered, and the party would 
have returned with an anfwer, but was at firft diffuaded 
by them, whom afterwards they would, but could not 
perfuade to come to us. At length, though long, a 
woman came and t6ld us, that Obtakieft was forry that 
the Englifti were killed, before he heard from the gover- 
nour ; otherwife he would have fent them. Alfo fhe faid, 
he would fain make his peace again with us 5 but none 
of his men durft come to treat about it, having forfaken 
his dwelling, and daily removed from place to place, 
expedting when we would take further vengeance on him. 

66. Concerning thofe other people, that intended to 
join with the Maliachufeuks againft us, though we never 
went againft any of them ; yet this fudden and unexpefted 
execution, together with the juft judgmenl: of God upon 
their own guilty confciences, hath fo terrified and amazed 
them, as in like manner they forfook their houfes, running 
to and fro like men diftrafted, living in fwamps and other 
defert places, and fo brought manifold difeaies amongft 
themfelves, whereof very many are dead ; as Canacuro, 
the fachim of Manomet ; Afpinet, the fachim of Naufet j 
and lanough, fachim of Mattachieft. This iachim in his 
life, in the midft of thefe diftraftions, faid the God of 
the Englifli was offended with them, and would deftroy 
them in his anger : and certainly it is ftrange to hear 
how many of late have, and ftill daily die amongft them ; 
neither is there any likelihood it will eafily ceafe ; becaufe 
through fear they fet little or no corn^ which is the fta£F 
of life, and without which they cannot long preferve 
health and ftrength. From one of thefe places a boat 
was fent with prefents to the governour, hoping thereby 
to work their peace ; but the boat was caft away, and 
three of the perfons drowned, not fer from our plantation. 
Only one efcaped, who durft not come to us, but return- 
ed ; fo as. none of them dare come amongft us. 

6i. The month of April being now come, on all hands 
M m ' iVoL viii.] we 
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we began to prepare for corn. And becaufe there was ro 
corn left before this time, fave that was preferved for feed^ 
being alfo hopelefs of relief by fupply, we thought beft 
to leave oflf all other works, and profecute that as moft 
neceflary. And becaufe there was no(^i) finall hope of 
doing good, in that common courfe of labour that former- 
ly we were in ; for that the govcrnours, that followed 
nicn to their labours, had nothing to give men for their 
neceffities, and therefore could not fo well cxercife that 
command over them therein, as formerly they had done ; 
efpecially confidering that felf love wherewith every man, 
in a meafure more or lefs, loveth and preferreth his own 
good before his neighbours, and alfo the bafe difpofition 
of fome drones, that, as at other times, fo now efpecially 
would be moft burdenous to the reft ; it was therefore 
thought beft that every man fliould ufe the beft diligence; 
he could for his own prefervation, both in refped: of the 
time prefent, and to prepare his own corn for the year 
following ; and bring in a competent portion for the 
maintenance of publick officers, fifliermen, &c. which 
could not be freed froili their calling without greater 
inconveniences- This courfe was to continue till harveft, 
and then the govefnours to gather in the appointed por- 
tion, for the maintenance of themfelves and fuch others, 
as neceffity conftrained to exempt from this condition. 

68. In the midft of April we began to fet, the weather 
being then feafonable, which much encouraged u^ giving 
us good hopes of after plenty. The fettirig feafon is good 
till the latter end of May. But it pleafed God, for our 
further chaftifement, to fend a great drought ; infomuch 
1. as in fix weeks after the later fet ting there fcarce fell any 
rain ; fo that the ftalk of that was nrft fet began to fend 
forth the ear, before it came to half growth, and thsrt 
which was later, not like to yield any at all, both blade 
and ftalk hanging the head, and changing the colour in 
fuch a manner, as we judged it utterly dead. Our beans 
alfo iran not up according to their wonted manner, but 
ftood at a ftay, many being parched away, as though they 
had been fcorched before the fire. Now were our hopes 
overthrown, and we difcouraged, our joy being turned 

i nto mourning. 69. To 
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69. To add alfo to this forrowful eftate in which we 
were, we heard of a fupply that was fent unto us many 
months fince, which having two repulfes before, was a 
third time in company of another fliip three hundred 
leagues at fea^ and now in three montlK time heard no 
further of her ; only the figns of a wreck were feen on 
the coaft, which could not be judged to be any other than 
the fame. - 

70. Thefe and the like confiderations moved not only 
every good man privately to enter into examination with 
his own eftate between God and his confcience, and fo to 
humiliation before him ; but alfo more folemnly to hum- 
ble ourfelves together before the Lord by fafUng ^nd 
prayer. To that end a day was appointed by publlck 
authority, and fet apart from all other employments ; 
hoping that the fame God, which had ftirred us up here- 
unto, would be moved hereby in mercy to look upon us, 
and grant the requeft of our dqefted fouls, if our coni- 
tinuance there might any way ftand with his glory and 
our good. But, O the mercy of our' God ! who was as 
ready to hear, as we to alk : For though in the morning, 
when we affembled together, the heavens were as clear, 
and the drought as like to continue as ever it was ; yet 
our exercife continuing fome eight or nine hours, before 
our departure, the weather was overcaft, the clouds 
gathered together on all fides, and on the next morning, 
diftilled fuch foft, fweet, and moderate fliowers of rain, 
continuing fome fourteen days, and mixed with fiich fea- 
fonable weather, as it was hard to fay, whether our with- 
ered corn, or drooping affedions, were moft quickened 
and revived : Such was the bounty and goodnefs of our 
God. Of this the Indians, by means of Hobbamock, 
took notice ; who being then in the town, and this exer- 
cife in the midft of the >veek, laid. It was but three days 
fince fundfiy ; and therefore demanded of a boy, what 
was the reafon thereof. Which when he knew, and faw 
what eflfefts followed thereupon, he and all them admired 
the goodnefs of our God towards us, that wroiight fo 
great a change in fo fliort a time ; fliowing the difierence 
between their conjuration, and our invooation on the 
n^me of God for rain j theirs being mixed with fuch 

fionns 
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ftorms and tempefts, as fometimes, inftead of doing them 
good, it layeth the corn flat on the ground, to their pre- 
judice ; but ours in fo gentle and feafonable a maimer, as 
they never obferved the like. 

71. At the fame time Captain Standifli, being forr 
merly employed by the governour, to buy provifions for 
the refrefliing of the colony, returned with the fame, 
accompanied with one M. David Tomfon, a Scotchman, 
who alfo that fpring began a plantation twenty-five leagues 
north-caft from us, near Smith's ifles, at a place called 
Pafcatoquack, where he liketh well. Now alfo heard we 
of the third repulfe that our fupply had, of their lafe, 
though dangerous, return into England, and of their 
preparations to come to us, So that having thefe many 

j ligns o£ God's favour and acceptation, we thought it 
! trould be great ingratitude, if fecretly we fhould fmother 
up the fame, or content ourfelves with private thankigiv- 
irig for that, which by our private prayer could not be 
obtained. And therefore another folemn day was fet 
apart for that end ; wherein we returned glory, honour, 
■ and praife, with all thankfulnefs, to our good God, which 
dealt fo gracioufly with us ; whofe name for thefe and aU 
his other mercies towards his church and chofen ones, 
by them be bleffed and praifed, now and evermore. Amen. 

72. In the latter end of July, and the beginning of 
Auguft, c^me two fhips with fupply unto us ; who 
brought all their paiTengers, except one, in health, vt^JiQ 
recovered in fhort timej who, |iotwithftanding all our 
t^^ants and hardfliip, bleffed be God 1 found not any one 
Ack pcrfon amongft us at the plantation. The bigger fliip^ 
called the Anne, was hired, and there again freighted 
back ; from whence we fet fail the tenth of September(32), 
The leffer, called the Little James, was built for the com- 
pany at their charge. She was now alfo fitted for trade 
incj difcovery to the fouthward of Cape Cod, and almoft 
ready to fet fail ; whom I pray God to blefs in her good 
ind lawful proceedings. 



^ 



(32) Mr. Winflow went in this fhip to England, as agent for the col- 
Wff and there pybliflicd this Narrative. (Belkn. Biog. II. 299.) To it 
^ iubjoined an account of the manners and cuftoms, the religious opin-i 
WW *n<i ceremonies of the Indians ; which is inferted in the Appendix 
tb the lid. voL of Belknap's Biography. 
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Memoirs of the Rev. Dr. Thacher. 

IT is one of the regulations of the Hijiorical Society to colleSl 
an account of th§ life and %vritings of their members as they 
leave the prefent fubhinary flate. Several worthy members 
have died ftnce the publication of our feventh volume^ of whom, 
biographical Notices have been given in thefe pages. When 
this volume was nearly finifhed^ the death of Dr, Thacher 
was announced by a veffel from Georgia^ a character of him 
was written in the newfpapers^ and an Eulogy delivered in 
the Church of Brattle-Street by Mr. Emerfon^ but it was judged 
proper by the Committee to prefent fome Memoirs of fo diflin* 
guijhed a member in this volume of our Collections. The Jhort 
notice which we had^ and the few leaves which are fpared for 
the purpofe muft be our apology^ if the account be not fitfficiently 
marked' with the lines of his chara6ler ; or the documents bf 
not complete enough to make the Memoirs worthy the fublick 
acceptance. 

PETER THACHER, D, D. was the fon of Oxeti^ 
bridge Thacher, Efq. of Bofton, a lawyer of eminence^ 
who died in the midft of his reputation and ufefulnefs^ 
His amiable moral charafter is remembered by the prefent 
generation, and his name frequently mentioned in term^ 
of very high efteem.* Dr, Thacher was his ddeft fon, 

thirteen 

* O. Thacher graduated at Harvard College, A. D. 1738. He died July 
8th, 1765, aged 45, at that time one of the four reprefentatives in the General 
Court for the town of Bofton. He was a learned man, and a good writer* 
H^ publilhed two pamphlets, one, 1760, Oa the Gold Coin. Another, 17649 
T&e fentimenU of a Britijb American^ occafioned by A3 to lay certain duties i» 
the Britijh colonies and plantations. 

He was the fon of O. Thacher, ££q. who was many years one of the Seledt* 
men of Bofton^ and reprefentative to the General Court. This gentleman 
removed to Milton, his native place, was ieveral years reprefentative from 
that town, and died, A. D. 177a, aetat. 93 years. He graduated 1698, and . 
for many years his name was in the catalog^ue, as the firft among the Uving, 
He was ion of the Rev. Peter Thacher of Milton, who graduated A. D. i67Xt 
and was paftor of Milton church| near forty-feven years. He died A. D* 
1727, aetat. 77. 

Dr. Cotton Mather preached his funeral fermon, which was reprinted A. D^ 
17969 with an excellent fermon, upon the death <^ Bfr. Robbins^ by Jiis great- 
grandfon the Rev. Thomas Thacher of Dedham. 

This Feter Thacher xnarried a daughter of John O^ccnbridge, paftor of the 
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thirteen years of age when his father died, and then a 
ftudent of the publick Grammar School. He was born 
at Milton, March 21, 1752, the family having retired 
from Bofton on account gf the fmall pox, which during 
that feafon, fpread through the town. There were mani- 
fell indications of a ferious mind when he W2^ very 
young, fo that it was obferved concerning him that he 
jicvcr was a child. He certainly preferred books of piety, 
and the converfation of perfons older than himfelf to the 

diverfions 



Firft Church iij Bofton, one of the eje(5ted miniftcrs in England A.D. i66a. He 
was a celebrated divine In one of the papers found in the Plantation Office, 
lately publiflied in Chalmers^ Political Annals^ there is an Account of Men and 
Things in Mafliichufetts, fuppofed to be written by Randolph a fpy of the 
Court. One article is, Papular preachers^ — Thoipas Thacher, John Oxen- 
bridge, John Higginfon. — Mr. Oxenbridge died fu4dcnly, A.I). 1674, four 
years from his ordination. 

Tliomas Thacher was the firft minifter of the Old South Church. He was 
inftalled Feb. 16, 1670, and died 1678, during the month of Odobcr. Prefi- 
ident Stiles fpeaks of him as the beft Arabick fcholar known in this couutry. 
Where he obtained this information is uncertain. In the MagnaUa^yviz oriental 
learning is mentioned, and we are told that he compofed a Hebrew Lexicon, 
but his knowledge of Arabick is unnoticed. His parents defigned him for the 
univerfity of Oxford or Cambridge, but he chofe to come over to America ; 
and arrived at Bofton, June 4, 1635. The fame year he wa» wonderfully pre- 
lerved from ftiipwreck on an ifland between Ipfwich and Marblehead. His un- 
cle Anthony Thacher being there caft aihore, called it Thacher's Ifle, and it 
has bore the name ever fince. A very particular account of this (bipwreck is 
preferred in "Dr, I. Mather's Remarkable Providences. It is a letter written from 
Anthony Thacher to his brother Peter, minifter of Sarum, in England, the fa- 
ther of Thomas. Young Thacher left his uncle at Ipfwich, and travelled the 
journey by land. Th? author of the Magnalia (ays, " That he had a ftrong 
and fad impreflion upon his mind about the iffue of the voyage, that he, with 
another, muft needs ^o the journey by land, and fo he efcaped perilhing with 
fome of his pious and precious friends by fca." He ftudied divinity wth the 
^ iamous prefident Chauncy ; and was ordained at Weymouth, Jan. z. 1664. 
He married the daughter of Ralph Partridge, the firft minifter of Duxbury ; 
hence the family of Thacher every way is ancient and refpeftable in New-Eng- 
land. After the death of his wife, Mr. Thacher came to Bofton, where he rc- 
fided and pradtifed phyfick, when a new rhurch was formed, of which he was 
chofen paftor. 

The Rev. Peter Thacher, of Sarum, intended to fettle in New-England ; but 
the death of his wife altered his refolution. He was a man of fenfe and learn- 
ing, of liberal principles, and therefore harrafled by the fpiritual courts. The 
writer of this Memoir has feen a letter which he wrote to the bifliop dt 
the diocefe, begging him to excufe him from reading certain directions of the 
vicar-general, which he faid were againft his confciencc, and would tend to diP 
turb the order of worfhip. In this addrefs he lays, ** I never negle<Sted the or- 
dier aforefaid out of contempt of ecclefiaftical difciplinc and jurifdidtion, as 
has been affirmed," &c. 

This will account for the puritanical zeal with which fo many of the family 
nave oppofed prelatick ponver ; and may be one among other caufes of the 
*rong attachment of the late worthy Dr, Thacher to good Netw-England prith 
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diverfions of the childifli age. An uncommon gravity 
6f deportment, and meafured periods of difcourfe, in 
which it is faid he imitated his father*s manner, drew the 
attention of others, and became the fubjed of their remarks 
It was then predifted that he would be a preacher ; and 
add another of the name to the lift of worthies whofc 
praife was in the churches. 

Oxenbridge Thacher, Efq* died in 1765. He had fixed 
his mind upon giving his fon a liberal education, but, 
like moft profeflioiial men,* more ambitious of fame than 
defirous of wealth, he left his family in circumftances fat 
from affluent. But he left many friends, = among them 
feveral refpeftable clergymen, who made every exertion 
to complete the education of his fon at the Univei'fi.ty, 
and thereby preferve the literary honours of the family ^ 
whilft they fliowed their friendfliip for the man whoin 
they loved, after his remains were in the duft. Their 
defires and expeftations were anfwered ; and their be- 
nevolence received a full reward in the improvement which 
was made by the youth who obeyed every fiimulus to 
cxercife his talents and induftry. The preceptor of the 
fchool at that time was the venerable Lovel, whofe opinion 
had its weight in every thing, and who advanced him 
forward one clafs in order that he might enter college 
the commencement enfuing* He was admitted a ftudent 
of Harvard College, July, 1765, and received the honours 
of that feminary in the year 1769. He always thought 
that his education was too much hurried, and felt the 
difadvantage through life. His natural ardour led him 
to prefe forward to the bufy fcenes of life, and this gave 
a ftimulus to an inclination which ought to have been 
corrected in his juvenile years. He would have had a 
better opportunity to lay up claffick ftores, and prepare 
his mind for thofe fcientifick refearches which unite patient 
inquiry with the vigour and ardour of the youthful 
imagination* All allowed him to pofiefs fine talents ; not 
only a quicknel& of memory and lively apprehenfion of 
things, but a certain glow of fancy, which made his con- 
verfation animated, and his compofitions very interefting. 
He early compofed fermons and eflays. Divinity was his 
favourite fhidy. He was more fond of vifiting the fchools 

of 
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of tlie prophets than walking in academick groves ; anci 
eagerly looked forward to the time when he fliould dif- 
play his eloquence and evangelical zeal in the pulpit. He 
was more qualified to appear as a Divine^ when he receiv- 
ed liis degree of Bachelor of Arts, than many who have 
ftudied theology through a long courfe of years. 

After refiding fome months in Chelfea, as matter of 
the Grammar School in that place, he commenced preach- 
ing, and was immediately defired to fupply the pulpit in 
Maiden. September igthj 1770, he was ordained. Rer. 
Nathaniel Robbins, of Milton, delivered the fermon, which 
was publifhed ; Dr. Appleton gave the charge, and Dr. 
Eliot the felloi^-fhip of the churches* 

As a preacher he Vv as admired.- His charming voice, his 
oratorical powers, his fluency in prayer, the pathos of 
his cxpreffion were applauded by ferious, fenfible people, 
and gave him uncoiiimon eclat with the multitude. No 
young man ever preached to fuch crouded aflemblies. 
Mr. Whitfield called him the young Elijah in his prayers, 
and joined in concert with their opinion, who faid he was 
fet up for the defence of the orthodoxy, for which New 
England had been celebrated. In principle he was a 
rigid Calvinift. Chriftians bf this perfuafion were eager 
to fpread his reputation ; whilft others, of difierent fen- 
timents, allowed themfelves a freedom of cenfure, and 
faid, that his zeal for the doftrihe and difcipline of our 
fathers abforbed all his candour and prud^ce* They, 
who knew Dr. Thacher the latter part of his life, and 
were witiicfles of his liberality and moderation ; his affec- 
tion for good men of all denominations ; his charity, 
which was hot a milkinefs of candour, like compaiCon for 
perfons in error, but a fentiment implying that they have 
a right to think differently ; — they who have converfed 
with hini, and heard him cenfure bigotry, in all its haggard 
ihapes, may wonder how fuch a man could be contrafted 
in his views and uncharitable in his fentiments ; but a 
little knowledge of human nature acquaints us, that men 
of excellent hearts may be zealous overmuch, and that 
even a fpirit of bigotry may be blended with chriftian be- 
nevolence. For a while it will have influence, till reading, 
obfervation, and a more liberal view of the fcriptures ex- 
pand 
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pand the foul with rational ideas of religion, and a proper 
acquaintance with mankind. 

Among thofe divines who blazed in the caufc of free- 
dom, when the controverfy began with Great Britain, Dr. 
Thacher was confpicuous. He was zealous j his ardour 
was manifefted in the pulpit, in converfation, in making' 
particular addreffes, and even joining a military corps. No 
perfon could relate more accurately the tranfaftions of the 
19th of April, 1775, a day which feemed big with impor- 
tant events to this country, which filled every mind with 
earneft expectations, and every heart with emotions of 
refentment or forrow. Having put himfelf under the 
command of the military officer of the tovm> he was or- 
dered to remain at home, that he might ferve the caufe of 
humanity in the line of his profeffion. 

On the 5th of March, 1776, he was requefted,by a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Bofton, to pronounce the ora* 
tion againji Jianding armies^ which had been annually de- 
livered in the Old South Church, to commemorate a fcene 
of horror exhibited on the evening of that day, 1770. 
The people affembled in the church at Watertown, and 
were gratified with hearing the fubjeft handled by fo pop- 
ular an orator. Thefe orations have fiiice been coUefted 
into a volume by the title of Bo/ion Orations. 

In the year 1780, a convention aflembled at Cambridge, 
and afterwards in Bofton, to form a cohftitution for the 
ftate of Maflachufetts. Dr. Thacher made one of this re-^ 
fpeftable body. Several towns befide Maiden fent their 
minifter for their delegate. It is well known that many 
came to this convention with more democratick fentiments 
than they held afterwards, as they grew better acquainted 
with the prudence of laws and policy of government. The 
clergy were generally ftrong republicans. Some of them 
oppofed two branches in the legiflature. Dr. Thacher sk^^s 
the leader in the debate. Whether there Jhould be a gover* 
nour .'—After it had been decided that there ihould be an 
executive magiftrate with ^his name, he ftill made a partic- 
ular objeftion to the title of Excellency. He was afterwards 
warmly attached to the conftitution, and efpecially to thofe 
parts of it which did not at firft meet his approbation. He 
would ft^cquently relate the progrefs of his mind to a dif. 
N n iVoL viii.] ferenc 
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ferencc of opinion ; for he was fully convinced that they 
were wifer fiatefmen who refifted the tide of prqudice, 
and fecured our political ark from the violence of the 
popular gale. 

When the conftitution of the United States was adopted 
he was among its warmeft admirers. 

The laft feventeen years of Dr. Thatcher's life was fpent 
in Bofton. He was inft ailed minifter of Brattle Street 
Church, January 12, 1785. The Rev. David Ofgood of 
Medford preached the fermon, Dr. Lathrop gave the 
Charge^ Dr. Clarke the Right Hand of FcHowftiip* 

He was a ufeful labourer in this pleafant fpot of the 
Lord's vineyard, fond of delivering practical truths, but 
at times explaining the doftrines of our religion with dear-p 
nefs. In prayer he was ready, earneft, and devout. If 
concife, very expreflive ; if extended beyond the common 
forms of addrefs, not abounding in vain repetitions. 
• The Univerfity of Edinburgh conferred upon him the 
degree of Dodor in Divinity. This of itfelf is no fpedal 
evidence of learning. Some of our greateft divines, un» 
connefted with friends of wealth, cannot look abroad for 
honours which their merit claims. The title has loft its 
frofej/ional diftindbion in this country. Our clergy rank 
according to the time they leave the univerfity. But Dr. 
Thacher was known to fever al divines of Edinburgh, and 
they manifefted their refpeft for him, by placing his name 
in the cOmmiffion they made out, appointing a C&rre/porzding 
board in Bofton, for propagating the gojpcl among the Indians 
in North America. 

The funds of the London Society had been ftrangely di- 
verted from their original purpofe, but the funds in Scot- 
land were fafely preferved by the care and prudence of the 
truftees, who ftill apply them unto this facred ufe. 

Drt Thacher was an aftive member of this board, and 
alfo of the fociety connefted with it, and incorporated by 
our General Court, A. D. 1787. "^Of thefe focieties, he 
was chofen fecretary, after the refignation of the late 
Profeffor Wigglefworth. 

The Hiftorical Society was inftituted A. D. 1791* 
Among the firft members we find the name of Dr. Thacher. 
He was one of the feleft committee for the year 1802 j 
Vid ajfo of the committee for the publication of the prefent 
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volume. Certain materials were to be prepared by him, 
but his health declining, he was unable to proceed. He 
requefted the other gentlemen of the committee to excufe 
him from all care by doing his prefent duty ; promifinj 
to double his diligence fome future time, if God fhoul( 
fpare his life. They cheerfully took the labour upon 
themfejves ; and they now drop the tear of friendfliip, re- 
gretting the lofs of their much loved aflbciate. 

It would be wrong to omit certain traits in the char* 
after of Dr. Thacher, which fliow his moral worth. 

He was a man of iingular integrity. A ftranger to arti- 
fice and deceit, he coidd not di%uife his feelings, but ex* 
preffed often his difapprobation of them in others. Hq 
preferred to have his manners ftyled rough, and his plain* 
nefe of fpeech cenfured by his acqusdntance, rather than 
be thought capable of duplicity in his words and a^ons. 
A polite addrefs, an unaffuming air, a winning manner 
have their attradions ; but nothing can make up for the 
want of honefty :- — ^and how do people lofe their fincerity 
and pradife deception for the fake of a difiindion among 
thofe who lead the fafliions of the age ! 

As a friend, he had the confidence of thofe who knew 
him ; thofe who were moft intimate will preferve in their 
memories the tokens of his affeftion or kindnefs. If, in 
the exuberance of unguarded familiarity, he laid any 
thing to hurt their feelings, it gave him pain, for he meant 
not to be uncourteous. 

His talents for converfation were remarkable. Some 
have thought he exerted thefe too often, and in publick 
fpeaking took too large a fliare of the debate ; but when 
he bad been too Jlo%v to hear and quick to fpeak, he was 
fenfible of his error, and difpofed to make either a ferious 
or a facetious apology. He wa^ fond of anecdotes, ef- 
pecially fuch as illuftrated the manners of New-England» 
In the hiftory of Maffachufetts, civil and ecclefiaftical, he 
was more than commonly verfed, having read it from his 
childhood. And alfo that part of the hiftory of England, 
which exhibits the folly and tyranny of the Stuarts ; the 
ufurpation of CromweU; and the brief authority of the Com-^ 
monwealth. The eflap, fermons, and memoirs of thofe times 
he could quote from the m^nly tefUmonies of Ludlow to 

the crude excrefcences of Goodwin and Hugh Peters. 
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The Doiflor did not encourage dry, argnmentative difcufHoris in fo- 
cial interviews ; yet while others debated, he would frequently throS^ 
in a luminous obfervation, which kept the fubjedl from being darkened 
by words of uncertain meaning. 

His perceptions were very quiet, his mind active, — his activity was 
xnanifcilcd in many bufy fcenes, efpecially when he was an officer of 
publick inftitutions. He ferved fcvcral in an official capacity ; — and 
to all he was a mo ft ufeful member. 

In the ftate of MalTachufetts, efpecially in the metropolis, there are 
miiny inftitutions for pious and charitable purpofes ; for the promotion 
of literature ; the encouragement of fcience and the arts. Gentlemen 
who intereft tliemfelves in the concerns of thefe inftitutions, and have a 
warm attachment to the objeds, may enjoy the iktisfad^ion of knowledge 
and tlie pleafurcs of goodnefs, Dn JJTiacher was a member cf the 
Charitable Fire Society, a truftec of' the Humane Society, was a pro- 
prietor of die Town Library, stfl which he aided according to his ability. 
He was a member o£ the* American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and 
one of the coinw^^ of the Maffachufetta Congregational Charitable Society 
fbr the relief of deftitute widows and children of deceafed Minifters. This 
Ibciety was incorporated May 24, 1786, and the Prefident of the Uiii- 
Verfity, who is alfo Prelident of this body, preached a fermon upon the 
benefit of the inftitution* The fermon was delivered in Brattle Street 
Church, and a colledtion made. In the year 1 795, Dr. Thacher preach- 
ed the fermon which was printed with fome account of the inftitution. 

At the laft Convention of Minifters tlie DoAor was moderator, and 
delivered the Concto ad Clerum^ May 27, 1802. It was a folemn and af^ 
feeing fermon, and by his manner of addrcffing the Brethren he feemed 
to have fome premonition that his departure was at hand. His lungs 
had been affeAed foiiie time, but his friends indulged the hope of a re- 
turn of health, to which joumies in the pleafant feafon apparently con- 
tributed. During the fummer his pulmonary complaints increafed, and 
he was unable to preach more than half the day. His people were rea- 
dy to eafe him of his labours every way in their poTncn and when the 
phyficians recommended the milder air c£ the louthem ftate s, they 
cheerfully defrayed the cipenfc of the voyage. Their charity flowed 
from tlie heart, and their condudl did hoaour to their feelings, and to 
the caufe of religion and humanity. He failed from Bofton, in the 
month of November, for Savannah, and died on the i6th of December 
in that city. 

Note. — ^Thc father and grand-father of Dr. Thacher had been preachers of 
ihit gofpel before they entered other profeflions. An old lady of Milton, who 
lately died, aged 85, recolleAed hearing iermons from Thachers of five genera- 
tions in dire<ft fucceflion : Mr. Thacher of Milton ; his fon, and grandfon Ox- 
cnbridge ; the late Dr. Thacher, and his fon the minifler of Lynn ; befide col- 
lateral branches of the family. The elder Oxenbridge preached the firft fermon 
that was delivered to the fettlers at Punkapog, now Stoughton. One of the old 
fcttlers of the place, in a kind of rapture, addrefled Rev. T. Thacher of Ded- 
ham, upon hearing him preach — ^^ Your grand-&ther Oxenbridge was the firll 
nun that brought a bible among us." 

We regret not having room for a Lift of Dr. Thacher's Publications. For 
thcfc rid. Mr. Emcrfors Funeral Sermon. 
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